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Hadith #39 – What is Pardoned for this Ummah 

ن   َعن   يَ  َعبَّاس   اب  ه  َرض 
ههَما هللاَّ َ  إنَّ : "َقالَ  سلم و عليه هللا صلى هللاَّ   َرسهولَ  أَنَّ  َعن 

ت ي َعن   ل ي َتَجاَوزَ  هللاَّ َيانَ  ال َخَطأَ  أهمَّ ههوا َوَما َوالنِّس  ر  تهك   اس 

ه   يث   . "َعلَي    َحَسن   َحد 

On the authority of Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him), that the Messenger of Allah (peace 

and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Verily Allah has pardoned [or been lenient with] for me my 

ummah: their mistakes, their forgetfulness, and that which they have been forced to do under duress. 

A hasan hadeeth.  

 

Note: A pdf copy of the ‘Forty Hadith – Imam An Nawawi’ can be found here 

http://alhudasisters.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/forty-hadith-c-063020121.pdf  

 

Introduction: 

There are different levels of authentication of hadiths, the three major ones are: 

 You have (صحيح) (correct) which is found from many different sources 

 There is (حسن) (good) which is slightly weaker.  

 There is (ضعيف) (weak) which means majority of the roots are not authentic.  

 Bin Uthaymeen said this hadith is not so correct, but its meaning can be explained from evidence 

from the Quran.  

Boundaries of Allah (swt): 

There are two types of boundaries: 

 Boundaries not to exceed: for example, you have to pray five obligatory prayers, it cannot be less or 

more, witr is one unit, don’t make it different, meaning don’t make bida’as – this is exceeding the 

boundaries.  

 Boundaries not to come close to: include the sins. Allah (swt) does not want us to come near the 

sins.  

 Anyone who violates the rules of Allah (swt) intentionally then of course there is punishment and it 

needs repentance. 

For the Ummah of Mohammed (pbuh): 

 (Verily Allah has pardoned [or been lenient with] for me my ummah) ( هََّّإن َّ زهَََّّللا  اوه جه ن ََّّلِيَّته تِيَّعه أُم  ):  This is 

only for the nation of Mohammed (pbuh) and a favor for the Prophet (pbuh).  

 There are cases if someone violates the rules then Allah (swt) will pardon him: 

o Mistake that is not intentional (الخطأَّارتكابَّالعملَّبغيرَّقصد): a person doing a sin 

unintentionally, meaning he did not know it was a sin. Allah (swt) will pardon this without 

needing repentance.  

o Forgetfulness (النسيان): this is part of human nature. If someone tells you that they forgot, 

accept it, don’t say her intention was something else. For example, you are fasting and you 

forget and eat something. Or you might have forgotten to pray, which can happen. Only 

Allah (swt) knows all of the intentions – no one can cheat Allah (swt). We have to deal with 

Allah (swt) that He knows us.  

http://alhudasisters.files.wordpress.com/2011/08/forty-hadith-c-063020121.pdf
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o Being forced to violate the rules (االستكراه): A person is being forced to violate the rules, for 

example not to pray or fast, and he is being threatened if he doesn’t do it, so he cannot 

defend himself.  If a person is being forced to violate the rules, and Allah (swt) knows in his 

heart that he does not want to violate the rules, then Allah (swt) will pardon him. And this 

shows you the great mercy of Allah (swt), subhan Allah.  

Evidence from the Quran: 

 Surah Al Baqarah 286: ( ا نه ب  ا ََّّالهََّّره اِخۡذنه ا ََّّإِنَُّتؤه ِسينه اَّأهۡوََّّن  ۡأنه َّۚأهۡخطه ) ("Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall into 

error) 

o You are asking Allah (swt) to pardon you because I can forget and make mistakes. It shows 

you that human beings can forget and that is ok ,and make mistakes unintentionally and 

that is ok too. This is part of our nature, and it shows you that you cannot be perfect, and 

this makes us humble. Imagine if we could not forget, our mind will be filled with so many 

thought, and we would remember difficult times and it would make us sad all the time, so 

forgetting is also a blessing, subhan Allah.  

 Surah Al Ahzab 5: ( ا ٮ ِِهمََّّۡٱۡدُعوُهمَّۡ طَُّأهََُّّهوهََِِّّلهبه ََِِّّعندهََّّۡقسه ا ََّّل مََّّۡفهإِنََّّۚٱّلل  ۡعلهُمو  ُهمََّّۡته ا ءه ابه ٲُنڪُمََّّۡءه ينََِّّفِىَّفهإِۡخوه ٲلِيُكمََّّۡٱلدِّ وه مه لهۡيسهَََّّّۚوه لهۡيڪُمََّّۡوه اح  ََّّعه َُّجنه

ا َّ ۡأُتمَّفِيمه ِكنَّبِِهۦَّأهۡخطه ـٰ له اَّوه تََّّۡم  ده م  عه انهَََّّّۚقُلُوُبُكمََّّۡته ڪه ََُّّوه اَّٱّلل  فُور   اَّغه ِحيم  ر  ) (Call them (adopted sons) by (the names of) their 

fathers, that is more just with Allâh. But if you know not their father's (names, call them) your 

brothers in faith and Mawâlîkum (your freed slaves). And there is no sin on you concerning that in 

which you made a mistake, except in regard to what your hearts deliberately intend. And Allâh is 

Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful) 

o The Prophet (pbuh) was taking care of a boy, and he started to be called Zaid bin 

Mohammed, though Mohammed (pbuh) is not his father. When Islam came, it said to call 

them by their father’s names, because that is just. If the father is unknown, don’t say that is 

my son, but say this is my ‘brother in Islam’, subhan Allah or he is someone who is helping 

me.  

o If you did this before without knowing, then there is no sin. But if the heart does it on 

purpose to do something wrong, then it is a sin. For example, you know you have to pray, 

and you don’t pray, then Allah (swt) will not pardon this, it needs repentance.  

 Surah Al Nahl 106: ( فهرهََّّمهن ََِّّڪه ۡعدََِِّّمن ََّّبِٱّلل  نِِهۦ ََّّبه ـٰ نََّّۡإاِل ََّّإِيمه قهۡلُبهََُّّأُۡڪِرههََّّمه ٮ ِن  ََّّۥَّوه نََُِّّمۡطمه ـٰ ِكنَّبِٱۡۡلِيمه ـٰ له حهََّّم نَّوه ره اَُّكۡفرَِّبِٱلََّّۡشه ۡدر   لهۡيِهمََّّۡصه َّفهعه

ب  َّ ضه ََِّّمِّنهََّّغه لههُمََّّۡٱّلل  اب ََّّوه ذه ِظيم  ََّّعه عه ) (Whoever disbelieved in Allâh after his belief, except him who is forced 

thereto and whose heart is at rest with Faith, but such as open their breasts to disbelief, on them is 

wrath from Allâh, and theirs will be a great torment.) 

o Someone who was a believer, and then he did actions that made him a disbeliever, then he 

is a disbeliever, however there are exceptions. 

o There was the family of Yasir, the son was Ammar and the mother was Sumaya – the entire 

family was being tortured, and the Prophet (pbuh) could not do anything, so he would tell 

them ( الجنةَّموعدكمَّياسرَّآلَّراصب ) – ‘Be patient family of Yasir, for your appointment is in 

paradise’, ( الجنةَّموعدكمَّياسرَّآلَّراصب ) – ‘Be patient family of Yasir, for your appointment is in 

paradise’, subhan Allah.  
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o Both the mother and father were killed, and the son Ammar was not killed. He was scared 

and vulnerable so he said words of disbelief and talk badly about the Prophet (pbuh), 

though he did not believe it in his heart. The Prophet (pbuh) asked him what was in the 

heart. Alhamdulliah that Allah (swt) will judge what is in our heart, and the ayah was 

revealed so so Allah (swt) pardoned Him. So if Allah (swt) is pardoning those who disbelief 

by force, then what about those who have to remove their hijab by force, for example, 

subhan Allah.  

o But those whose who disbelief in their hearts, then for them is a great wrath from Allah 

(swt) and punishment.  

Benefits (الفوائد): 

 This shows us that Allah (swt) is so vast in His mercy, and we did not even ask for that mercy. Allah 

(swt) knows our nature and knows what we need, subhan Allah. No matter how much good we do, 

we cannot reach paradise alone with our deeds, so Allah (swt) deals with us with His mercy. And 

anyone who enters hellfire, it is just.  

 Sometimes we pardon people because there is an advantage, for example what will people say if I 

don’t pardon, etc. That is why we need to pardon for the sake of Allah (swt).  

 Imagine one mistake in ‘duniya’ situations, we could be out. For example, in a university if you make 

a mistake, they will expel you and say we have a waiting list. But with Allah (swt), we make mistakes 

and still we can repent and have more chances, subhan Allah. We could easily be out with Allah 

(swt). Imagine with Allah (swt) we are getting chances our entire life. The university needs students, 

though Allah (swt) does not need us, subhan Allah.  

 For example, a person did not pray for a long time out of ignorance because they did not know there 

are 5 prayers, according to the ayat then they are pardoned.  

 Imagine someone for 50 years is ascribing a son to Allah (swt), and then Allah (swt) opens his heart 

and realizes that Allah (swt) does not have a son, then he is pardoned, and imagine these are the 

rights of Allah (swt), and great insult to Allah (swt) to say that He has a son, subhan Allah.  

 However when it comes to the rights of the people, let’s say you were backbiting a person and did 

not know it is wrong, what happens? Allah (swt) pardons you, but you are not pardoned from the 

person. You have to either apologize to the person, and if you cannot do that, then you need to 

always make dua’a for them in their absence.  

 Another example, you might be in a supermarket, and you might have eaten something without 

paying for it by mistake. With Allah (swt) you are pardoned, but anything related to the rights of the 

people, you need to give it back. For example, you cannot take pillows or towels from a hotel, or if 

you break something, you need to inform others.  

Examples (اِلمثلة): 

 There was a man named ( حكمَّابنَّمعاوية ) and he and the Prophet (pbuh) came to join the congregation 

prayer. One man sneezed and he said ( ّللَّالحمد ) and then ( حكمَّابنَّمعاوية ) said ( َللاَّيرحمك ). The other 

companions were upset, but the Prophet (pbuh) was calm. So after the prayer was done, the 

Prophet (pbuh) took ( حكمَّابنَّمعاوية ) to the side, and said told him that the prayer is for tasbeeh, 
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takbeer and Quran, and he did not even tell him to repeat the prayer, why? Because the man did 

not know, subhan Allah. And the man said I have never experienced someone being so nice without 

putting down or embarrassing for doing something wrong.   

 For example, someone is ready to break the fast and he thinks that it is time to break the fast, and 

he breaks it by mistake, then his fast is valid. 

 A man at the time of the Prophet (pbuh) once came to the Prophet (pbuh) and said, ‘I am 

destroyed’. He said what did you do? He said that I had a relation with my wife while fasting in 

Ramadan. And he did it intentionally because he knew. The Prophet (pbuh) said you need to do 

expiation, which is to free a slave, he said I don’t have money for that. He said, then to fast two 

months, the man said I cannot do that. Then the Prophet (pbuh) said to feed six poor people, he said 

I can’t do that. Then the Prophet (pbuh) saw that he had some dates, so he said give these dates in 

charity. The man said there is no man in this city that needs these dates more than myself. The 

Prophet (pbuh) laughed at that, and it shows you how truthful and innocent the man was, so the 

Prophet (pbuh) said feed the dates to your household, that is expiation for you, subhan Allah.  

 

َنا َيا ف ي آت َنا َربَّ ن  ار   َعَذابَ  ق َناوَ  َحَسَنة   اآلخ َرة   َوف ي َحَسَنة   الدُّ النَّ  

"Our Lord! Give us in this world that which is good and in the Hereafter that which is good, and 

save us from the torment of the Fire!" (2:201) 


