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Names of Allah – As Samad 
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Your journey is easy when Allah subhana wa ta’ala is in your life. Through Names and 
Attributes of Allah you will know Allah subhana wa ta’ala. Believe me, believe me, believe me 
this is the greatest delight. 
 
You need to love Allah subhana wa ta’ala and everything will be so easy. 
 
Recap of the name Al Mumin 
 
2 meanings 
Musadiq – Allah subhana wa ta’ala is the truthful One regarding His 

• Messengers 

• Promises 

• Himself 
 
Allah Al Mumin gives security – we have insecurities in life and the hereafter. Feeling insecure 
makes unhappy, disturbed, insecurity makes you exceed the limits. 
 
The solution – go directly to Allah subhana wa ta’ala and seek the security from Him. Allah 
subhana wa ta’ala is the One who grants security.  
 
There are different insecurities around you in life – also from the time of death until you reach 
paradise you need security, when the angels take your soul, in the grave, in every stage of 
the hereafter. Who can give you that security? Only Allah subhana wa ta’ala Al Mumin 
 
Allah subhana wa ta’ala sees what you have in your heart = according to this he will give you 
security.  
 
Now we will look at another Name of Allah. We need this name in our life – if you know this 
name Allah subhana wa ta’ala will love you and you will really love Allah subhana wa ta’ala. 
This name includes so many of the Names of Allah subhana wa ta’ala. The majority of people 
know this name and it is mentioned in the Qur’an only once and has three letters. 
 
AS-SAMAD 
 
This name is mentioned only once in Surah Ikhlas. Ikhlas means sincerity, sincerity in 
worshipping Allah alone. 
 
Ikhlas 
 
In order for your deeds to be accepted on your scale on the Day of Judgement you are 
praying for Allah subhana wa ta’ala. If someone comes and your heart turns and you try to 
make your prayer nice for them, this is not Ikhlas. Do the deeds so that they are acceptable to 
Allah subhana wa ta’ala. In your heart you want no rewards or praises from anyone, only form 
Allah subhana wa ta’ala.  
 
On the Day of Judgement people will come with a mountain of good deeds – but these good 
deeds are a miraj, they are nothing - why? The deeds were not doing for the sake of Allah 
subhana wa ta’ala. 
 
How do you do everything for the sake of Allah subhana wa ta’ala? 
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• Read surah al Ikhlas. This surah has two of the Names of Allah – As Samad, Al 
Ahad. 

 
Human beings love someone who is unique, people love uniqueness and they love to be 
unique themselves. Who deserves to be unique? – only Allah subhana wa ta’ala. 
 

• Learn about Ikhlas  
People ask why my heart never changes, why does my heart automatically seek praise from 
people. You need to learn about Allah subhana wa ta’ala, learn about the Names of Allah. 
That will help you to be sincere. In order to have that Ikhlas read surah Ikhlas – when you 
know the 2 names As Samad, The Self Sufficient and Al Ahad, The One, you will have Ikhlas 
and you do not need to struggle. 
 
How will I fill my heart with these actions? 
Learn about Allah subhana wa ta’ala and you heart will turn and flee to Allah subhana wa 
ta’ala. You don’t want a religion which just consists of definitions – to apply your religion is 
difficult, you need knowledge with an impact. How? With the Names of Allah and 
automatically Ikhlas will come. 
 
Today we have so much knowledge about human beings and what is around us. We Google 
questions to get answers to everything. Our general knowledge is more than the knowledge 
of Allah subhana wa ta’ala. Even our knowledge of non living things is vast – cooking, 
recipes, fashion etc. But when you tell people about Allah subhana wa ta’ala, they have very 
little knowledge.  
 
We need to know Allah subhana wa ta’ala because we are surrounded by people, the 
knowledge will come and we will change. 
 
If you want to be the best know Names of Allah and automatically you will change. To have 
Ikhlas learn these two names – two names unique in everything, unique in their names, 
unique in their attributes, unique in their actions. Human beings love that uniqueness and love 
to be attached to that. 
 
1/3 of the Qur’an 
 
Hadith: 
 
(Is one of you not able to recite a third of the Qur'an in a single night) This was something that was 
difficult for them and they said, "Which of us is able to do that, O Messenger of Allah'' So he replied,  

 «اهللاُ اْلَواِحُد الصـَمُد ثـُلُــُث اْلُقــْرآن»
 

("Allah is the One, As-Samad'' is a third of the Qur'an.) Al-Bukhari was alone in recording this Hadith. 
 
 
This is one virtue of Surah Ikhlas. Why is reading Surah Ikhlas 1/3 of the Qur’an? If I read 
surah Ikhlas 3 times I have read whole Qur’an. The Qur’an has 3 parts: 

- 1/3 about Allah 
- 1/3 regarding His creation 
- 1/3 contains His commands 

 
Surat al Ikhlas is talking about Allah subhana wa ta’ala so it is equivalent to reading 1/3 of the 
Qur’an. 
 
Story behind this surah: The mushrikeen (idol worshippers) asked Prophet Muhammad 
ṣallallāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam to describe his Lord. Allah subhana wa ta’ala revealed surah Al 
Ikhlas. 
 
Chapter (112) sūrat l-ikhlāṣ (Sincerity) 
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112:1 Say (O Muhammad (Peace be upon him)): "He is Allah, (the) One. 
112:2 "Allah-us-Samad (The Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need, He neither eats 
nor drinks). 
112:3 "He begets not, nor was He begotten; 
112:4"And there is none co-equal or comparable unto Him." 
 
 
One sahabi came to Prophet Muhammad ṣallallāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam and said people are 
always complaining about him because he is always reading Surah Ikhlas. The sahabi said 
that “I love Surat Ikhlas.” Prophet Muhammad ṣallallāhu ‘alayhi wa sallam said because you 
love surah Ikhlas, Allah subhana wa ta’ala love you because you love this surah. 
 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas said, "A man from the Ansar used to lead the people in prayer in the 
Masjid of Quba'. Whenever he began a Surah in the recitation of the prayer that he was leading them, 
he would start by reciting `Say: He is Allah, One' until he completed the entire Surah. Then he would 
recite another Surah along with it (after it). And used to do this in every Rak`ah. So his companions 
spoke to him about this saying; `Verily, you begin the prayer with this Surah. Then you think that it is not 
sufficient for you unless you recite another Surah as well. So you should either recite it or leave it and 
recite another Surah instead.' The man replied, `I will not leave it off. If you want me to continue leading 
you (in prayer), I will do this; and if you all do not like it, I will leave you (i.e., I will stop leading you).' 
They used to consider him to be of the best of them to lead them in prayer and they did not want anyone 
else to lead them other than him. So, when the Prophet came they informed him of this information and 
he said, (O so-and-so! What prevents you from doing what your companions are commanding you to 
do, and what makes you adhere to the recitation of this Surah in every Rak`ah) The man said, `Verily, I 
love it.' The Prophet replied, 
 

  « حبك ِإياها أَدخلَك الْجنة» 
(Your love of it will cause you to enter Paradise.) 
 
If you want a house in paradise – read surah Ikhlas 10 times. Allah subhana wa ta’ala will 
build a house for you in paradise. 
 
The secret of Surah Ikhlas 
 
Secret clear if you know name as samad 
 
This name is not like the other Names of Allah – it has a meaning which includes most of the 
Names of Allah subhana wa ta’ala that’s why it is mentioned only once.  
 



Names of Allah  As Samad – The Self Sufficient 

4 

1. No Hollowness 
 
Human beings are 70% water, inside we are hollow, in need of water, oxygen and food etc, 
human beings need to take something in and taking something out – human beings are 
hollow. All creation is hollow, something goes in and something comes out. 
 
The body has parts, limbs and bones – everything in creation consists of parts, the sun, the 
mountains, the elements, the cells. Everything in the universe consists of parts and is hollow - 
ajwaf. We are weak because we can’t live without ajwaf (hollow). 
 
As samad – samad in Arabic means something solid, not hollow, does not consist of parts. 
This is a definition of Your Creator – Your Creator does not need intake or needs to extract 
anything. Your Creator doesn’t need our worship. Why do we worship? We worship because 
we need to worship. Just as we need to eat, drink, and sleep etc because we are ajwaf. 
 
Story: A King desperately needed some water – when he asked for water he was not given 
and water. He was told he would need to buy the water. The King said one glass I can pay 
half my kingdom. The king was asked what if the water causes sickness and you can’t extract 
the water from your body, what will you pay to cure the sickness? The King said he would pay 
½ kingdom for the water and half for the cure.  ??????  
 
Your body and organs, we need it all don’t need more and don’t need less, we cannot even 
give. Human beings when worshipping a stone or an idol, these objects doesn’t deserve that 
attachment. Everything is hollow, they have needs. 
 
Allah as Samad does not need anything, He is the Most Rich, the Self Sufficient.  
 
Human beings are poor, poor in need of water, food etc. Allah subhana wa ta’ala, His life is 
perfect.  
 
Even the Messengers do not deserve our worship as they are human 
 
Chapter (5) sūrat l-māidah (The Table spread with Food) 

 
 
How can you worship someone who eats, drinks and sleeps.  
 
Chapter (6) sūrat l-anʿām (The Cattle) 
6:14 Say (O Muhammad SAW): "Shall I take as a Wali (helper, protector, etc.) any other than 
Allah, the Creator of the heavens and the earth? And it is He Who feeds but is not fed." Say: 
"Verily, I am commanded to be the first of those who submit themselves to Allah (as 
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Muslims)." And be not you (O Muhammad SAW) of the Mushrikun [polytheists, pagans, 
idolaters and disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah]. 
 
Why you are taking other gods? 
Allah subhana wa ta’ala will feed everybody and no one will feed Allah subhana wa ta’ala. 
 
Chapter (51) sūrat l-dhāriyāt (The Wind that Scatter) 
51:56 And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans except they should worship Me (Alone). 
 
This doesn’t mean Allah subhana wa ta’ala needs your worship – you need to worship. When 
Allah subhana wa ta’ala commands you to worship, Allah subhana wa ta’ala does not need 
human beings to provide him with anything. 
 
People today are worshipping different gods – around the world people are worshipping other 
than Allah subhana wa ta’ala, they are worshipping messengers, idols, human beings. But 
someone is making the idols – In Arabia they used to make idols from dates so that they 
could eat them if they got hungry. Why worship Isa Alaihi Assalaam – he is a human being. 
No one is Samad.  
 
What will make you to have Ikhlas? 
Allah subhana wa ta’ala does not need anything but the creation needs something. 
 
2. He begot no one nor was He begotten 
 
How do human beings exists? They have a Mother and Father. You have the possibility of 
having children. This is the nature of human beings. 
 
Some people say our ancestor was a monkey –  
Ants come from ants, bees come from bees.  
As samad means He does not beget, nor was He begotten. He has no children, no father, no 
partner – unique. We have no choice but to have a mother and a father.  
 
Why do people want to have children?  
It is a need, for security, for increasing the familyM. A need. There is a relationship between 
father and children and mother and children etc – they all need each other. Why do we need 
them because we are weak imperfect – poor. 
 
Why are we poor?  
We are poor because our attributes are insufficient.  
 
Does Allah subhana wa ta’ala need a father a child?  
No, He deserves you full love and attachment.  
 
I cannot be attached to something that needs somebody. Adam Alaihi Assalaam was created 
without a father – but Allah subhana wa ta’ala created him, he needed Allah subhana wa 
ta’ala. Can you worship Prophet Isa Alaihi Assalaam? – No, he has a mother. Nobody 
deserves to be worshipped except Allah subhana wa ta’ala.  
 

 
112:1 Say, "He is Allah, [who is] One, 
 

 
112:2 Allah , the Eternal Refuge. 
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112:3 He neither begets nor is born, 
 

 
112:4 Nor is there to Him any equivalent." 
 
 
 
Allah deserves your attachment, your worship. 
 

 
 
Allah subhana wa ta’ala initiated the creation of the heavens and the earth – so how will Allah 
subhana wa ta’ala have partners. Your Creator created everything, He created Prophet Adam 
Alaihi Assalaam, Prophet Musa Alaihi Assalaam, Prophet Isa Alaihi Assalaam Prophet 
Muhammad. 
 
Some people say that creation is a coincidence. Some people say that nature created the 
creation – who created the nature? As Samad has no father, is the first One, has no child and 
is the last One. 
 
InshaAllah Next week meaning no. 3 
 
We ask Allah subhana wa ta’ala for His forgiveness and His Mercy. Anything that is good from these notes is from Allah 

subhana wa ta’ala. Any mistakes & misrepresentations are my own. I ask Allah subhana wa ta’ala for His forgiveness and to 

put forgiveness in the hearts of those who read them. JazakAllah Khairan. 

 


