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Surah Luqman: Ayat 17-18   

لَٰوَة َوۡأُمۡر بِٱۡلَمۡعُروِف َوٱۡنَه َعِن ٱۡلُمنَكِر َوٱۡصبِۡر َعلَٰى َمآ أََصاَبكَ  ُبَنىَّ أَقِِم ٱلصَّ ـٰ ُُموِر  َۖي ۡۡ ِم ٱ ۡۡ للَِك ِمۡن َع ََ   (٧١) ِِنَّ 

"O my son! Aqim¬As¬Salât (perform As¬Salât), enjoin (on people) Al¬Ma'rûf (Islâmic 

Monotheism and all that is good), and forbid (people) from Al¬Munkar (i.e. disbelief in the 

Oneness of Allâh, polytheism of all kinds and all that is evil and bad), and bear with patience 

whatever befalls you. Verily, these are some of the important commandments (ordered by 

Allâh with no exemption). (17) 

 

 The first advice was more fundamental in nature, related to the aqeeda, creed. Now the advice is 

from a practical side.  

 ( َُّبَنى ـٰ ): Oh my son, so Luqman is speaking to his son in a gentle manner.  

 First practical advice of Luqman: 

لَٰوةَ ) .1  Establish the prayer. Luqman presented the salat first because it is the main :(أَقِِم ٱلصَّ

worship and it is the first thing we will be asked about on the Day of Jugement. The 

prayer is a connection between Allah and His slave.  

 enjoin all types of good. But first you need to know and have knowledge :(َوۡأُمۡر بِٱۡلَمۡعُروفِ ) .2

of what Allah has commanded us. And when you tell people, you need to have 

gentleness and wisdom. 

 and forbid the evil. Again you need to have knowledge and know what is :(َوٱۡنَه َعِن ٱۡلُمنَكرِ ) .3

haram. ( ُِمنَكر) comes from (نكر) which is deny. So the natural instinct is to deny what is 

evil. Both enjoining the good and forbidding the evil reforms and improves the society. 

4. (  and be patient with what befalls you. To be patient and hold :( ۖٱۡصبِۡر َعلَٰى َمآ أََصاَبكَ وَ 

yourself from complaining and getting angry. (أََصاَبك) means to hit and (صيب) means 

rain. So something coming down on you.  

 What befalls upon you? 

 The commands: like salat, zakat, etc, you need to perform and that 

takes sabr 

 The forbiddens: you need to abstain and that takes sabr 

 The decree of Allah: that needs sabr.  

 ( ُُِمور ۡۡ ِم ٱ ۡۡ للَِك ِمۡن َع ََ  Verily, these are of the matters that need determination. You need someone :(ِِنَّ 

serious and determined to follow the practical advice mentioned above. They are not easy and you 

need Allah. Who will be guided to do all of this? The people of determination.   

 

ٍ۬ َفُخور ٍ۬ )٧١( َ ََل ُيِحبُّ ُكلَّ ُمۡخَتال 
َۡرِض َمَرًحا ۖ ِِنَّ ٱَّللَّ ۡۡ َك لِلنَّاِس َوََل َتۡمِش فِى ٱ ۡر َخدَّ  َوََل ُتَصعِّ

"And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in insolence through the earth. 

Verily, Allâh likes not any arrogant boaster (18) 

 

 Now Luqman is advising about manners. So look at the priority of advice, the aqeedah, the 

practicals, and then the manners. Many parents jump straight to manners before the other parts.  

 ( َِك لِلنَّاس ۡر َخدَّ ) .And do not turn you cheek away from men with pride :(َوََل ُتَصعِّ امال=  صّعر ) meaning to 

incline, turn. Luqman did not tell him directly ‘do not be arrogant’. He is telling him with action, he 

made it like a picture, what it looks like to be arrogant. So do not turn your face away from them or 
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make yourself thinking you are better than them if they do not listen to you when you enjoin upon 

them the commandments. You need to remain humble even if people do not listen. When you 

approach people you should show them your whole face, not just a side of your face.  When you 

show a side of your face, it shows as if you are better than them and do not want to listen to them. 

 (َۡرِض َمَرًحا ۡۡ  ,’nor walk in insolence through the earth. He didn’t tell him ‘don’t be proud  :( َۖوََل َتۡمِش فِى ٱ

he told him don’t walk on the earth proudly. (َمَرًحا ) means so happy, in the sense, feeling much 

better than others. Anything that Allah gave you, do not be proud of it.  

 

**** The lecture ended at this point due to the network connection. **** 

 
Oh Allah, increase us in guidance and keep us on the way of guidance until the last moment of our lives. We ask Allah 

subhana wa ta’ala for His forgiveness and His Mercy. Anything that is good from these notes is from Allah subhana wa 

ta’ala. Any mistakes & misrepresentations are my own. I ask Allah subhana wa ta’ala for His forgiveness and to put 

forgiveness in the hearts of those who read them. Ameen ya Rabb Al ‘Alameen.  


