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Surah-e-Ma’idah mostly talks about the lawful and the unlawful and the taqwa related to these

classes we discussed Ayah 2 of the Surah which discussed about some unlawful 

conditions and how to attain taqwa by abiding by the Laws of Allah SWT. Today we will In sha Allah discuss 

Ayah 4. 

Ayah 4 

 

At the beginning of the Ayah Allah SWT is saying Prophet Muhammad SAW regarding the lawful things:

 They ask you, [O Muhammad], what has been made lawful for them

is from  meaning asking 

What is the question ( )? The question is 

 is from meaning lawful, it is passive tense; what is made lawful for them. Allah SWT addressing 

Prophet SAW about the response of the questions of the believers where they are concerned about the lawful 

things and it shows their taqwa that they really are concerned about the things which are lawful for them 

that they do not fall into the unlawful things without having knowledge about them.

So the first pillar of taqwa is knowledge 

unlawful. 

[Juz 5: Ayah4]  

Ma’idah mostly talks about the lawful and the unlawful and the taqwa related to these

classes we discussed Ayah 2 of the Surah which discussed about some unlawful 

conditions and how to attain taqwa by abiding by the Laws of Allah SWT. Today we will In sha Allah discuss 

They ask you, [O Muhammad], what has been made lawful for them. Say, 

"Lawful for you are [all] good foods and [game caught by] what you have 

trained of hunting animals which you train as Allah has taught you. So 

eat of what they catch for you, and mention the name of Allah upon it, 

and fear Allah." Indeed, Allah is swift in account.

Allah SWT is saying Prophet Muhammad SAW regarding the lawful things:

They ask you, [O Muhammad], what has been made lawful for them 

meaning asking whereas refers to Muhammad SAW, 

The question is  - what has been made lawful for them.

it is passive tense; what is made lawful for them. Allah SWT addressing 

the response of the questions of the believers where they are concerned about the lawful 

t shows their taqwa that they really are concerned about the things which are lawful for them 

that they do not fall into the unlawful things without having knowledge about them. 

So the first pillar of taqwa is knowledge – knowledge about Allah SWT and His legislation of lawful and 
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Ma’idah mostly talks about the lawful and the unlawful and the taqwa related to these. In the last 

classes we discussed Ayah 2 of the Surah which discussed about some unlawful things during specific 

conditions and how to attain taqwa by abiding by the Laws of Allah SWT. Today we will In sha Allah discuss 

They ask you, [O Muhammad], what has been made lawful for them. Say, 

[game caught by] what you have 

trained of hunting animals which you train as Allah has taught you. So 

eat of what they catch for you, and mention the name of Allah upon it, 

and fear Allah." Indeed, Allah is swift in account. 

Allah SWT is saying Prophet Muhammad SAW regarding the lawful things: 

what has been made lawful for them. 

it is passive tense; what is made lawful for them. Allah SWT addressing 

the response of the questions of the believers where they are concerned about the lawful 

t shows their taqwa that they really are concerned about the things which are lawful for them so 

is legislation of lawful and 
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Very important for them is the food which should be lawful 

if the food is lawful then all their worships are accepted 

raised, the dua accepted. The food is just not the food for con

filling the need of hunger but it also has a deep effect on the overall 

personality and spirituality of a person.

what is lawful from the food they consume (

Quran is like Allah SWT is talking to us and giving 

question is given in two parts in the ayah:

 Say, "Lawful for you are [all] good foods

Here the specific categories of lawful food are

all the food which is pure is included in the 

plural of meaning the good. 

Two characteristics of  food: 

1. Any type of food which has pleasure (

it has is categorized as good food. Allah SWT will not 

2. It does not harm the body (

mind. 

 

Everything is except which have been declared as unlawful 

- not good food. These are described in the 3

                                                           
1
  

 

 

Very important for them is the food which should be lawful – because only 

lawful then all their worships are accepted – the deeds will be 

raised, the dua accepted. The food is just not the food for consumption and 

filling the need of hunger but it also has a deep effect on the overall 

personality and spirituality of a person. That is why they want to know 

what is lawful from the food they consume ( ). 

Quran is like Allah SWT is talking to us and giving us the guidance for all our life matters. The answer of the 

question is given in two parts in the ayah: 

Say, "Lawful for you are [all] good foods 

categories of lawful food are not given but generally 

all the food which is pure is included in the  - which is the 

 

Any type of food which has pleasure ( ) and beneficial (

it has is categorized as good food. Allah SWT will not forbid anything which is

It does not harm the body ( ) and the intellect (

except which have been declared as unlawful – some exceptions which are called 

not good food. These are described in the 3
rd

 Ayah of the same Surah

 

Prohibited to you are dead animals, blood, the flesh of swine, and that which has been 

dedicated to other than Allah , and [those animals] killed by strangling or by a violent blow or 

by a head-long fall or by the goring of horns, and those from which a wild animal has eaten, 

except what you [are able to] slaughter [before its death], and those which are sacrificed on 
stone altars, and [prohibited is] that you seek decision through divining arrows. That is grave 

disobedience. This day those who disbelieve have despaired of [defeating] your religion; so fear 

them not, but fear Me. This day I have perfected for you your religion and completed My favor 

upon you and have approved for you Islam as religion. But whoever is

with no inclination to sin - then indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.
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idance for all our life matters. The answer of the 

) qualities in everything 

. 

) and the intellect ( ) – especially the 

some exceptions which are called 

Ayah of the same Surah
1
 - all the food 

dead animals, blood, the flesh of swine, and that which has been 

dedicated to other than Allah , and [those animals] killed by strangling or by a violent blow or 

goring of horns, and those from which a wild animal has eaten, 

except what you [are able to] slaughter [before its death], and those which are sacrificed on 
, and [prohibited is] that you seek decision through divining arrows. That is grave 

obedience. This day those who disbelieve have despaired of [defeating] your religion; so fear 

them not, but fear Me. This day I have perfected for you your religion and completed My favor 

upon you and have approved for you Islam as religion. But whoever is forced by severe hunger 

then indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. 
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which is unlawful and which is not good for the body and the intellect. 

haram are not used instead and 

a)   - dead animals;

b)   - blood; 

c)   - the flesh of swine;

d)  - that which has been dedicated to other than Allah 

    halal but because of the niyah it becomes haram;             

e)   - the animal strangled till death (

f)   - animal killed by a violent blow by a stone or stick (

g)  - fatal fall of an 

h)   - animal killed by the horn of other animal (

i)  - and wild animal catch and start eating the killed animal;

j)  - Sacrificed for the sake of the idols

All together there are 10 types of food mentioned here wh

unlawful and sometimes just by the way they are killed or slaughtered 

make the animals unlawful. There is no pleasure and benefit in 

consuming these food and they are harmful to the body and the mind. 

Believers submit to the commands of Allah SWT 

if Allah SWT has forbidden something it must be having benefits for the 

human beings. 

The second part of the answer to the question asked in the beginning of the Ayah is:

 and [game caught by] what you have trained of hunting anim

 

 

To be continued on Tuesday, March 26

 

March 26, 2013 – continuation from March 24

which is unlawful and which is not good for the body and the intellect. We notice that here the terms halal and 

and  are used. The following are among the unlawful food:

dead animals; 

the flesh of swine; 

that which has been dedicated to other than Allah – though the meat could be 

halal but because of the niyah it becomes haram;             

the animal strangled till death ( ); 

animal killed by a violent blow by a stone or stick (

fatal fall of an animal from up to down (

animal killed by the horn of other animal (

and wild animal catch and start eating the killed animal;

Sacrificed for the sake of the idols 

All together there are 10 types of food mentioned here which are 

unlawful and sometimes just by the way they are killed or slaughtered 

There is no pleasure and benefit in 

consuming these food and they are harmful to the body and the mind. 

Believers submit to the commands of Allah SWT having firm belief that 

if Allah SWT has forbidden something it must be having benefits for the 

The second part of the answer to the question asked in the beginning of the Ayah is: 

and [game caught by] what you have trained of hunting anim

To be continued on Tuesday, March 26
th

 In shaa Allah. 

continuation from March 24
th

 Lecture: 
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We notice that here the terms halal and 

The following are among the unlawful food: 

though the meat could be  

halal but because of the niyah it becomes haram;              

) 

) 

) 

and wild animal catch and start eating the killed animal; 

and [game caught by] what you have trained of hunting animals 
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 and [game caught by] what you have trained of hunting animals

Here the ayah is talking about the animals which are used for hunting other 

by the believers. The animals are trained by the trainers to hunt for them but there are certain things which 

should be there to make the hunted animal lawful:

 is from meaning taught/trained

is from means a hunted animal and it comes from 

cause injury.  

means an animal which has been trained to hunt other animals by causing 

injuries. Different types of animals are used for hunting purposes:

•  - dogs – mainly dogs wer

•  - falcons 

•  - also a type of bird like a falcon which was used for hunting

Keeping dogs is not allowed in the house without a valid reason 

and the two reasons which are taken as valid for keeping the dogs are (1) for 

guarding the house or property or people (

animals ( ). So from this ayah we find out that keeping a dog in the 

house is not allowed unless the reason is valid. 

To eat from the animal which has been hunted by the dogs needs 

properly trained ( ) to hunt and from this ayah we find out that training the animal is allowed and is not a 

waste of time as they can be useful in carrying 

People who train the dogs 

( ) so the 

and [game caught by] what you have trained of hunting animals 

ayah is talking about the animals which are used for hunting other animals to be consumed as food 

by the believers. The animals are trained by the trainers to hunt for them but there are certain things which 

should be there to make the hunted animal lawful: 

meaning taught/trained 

means a hunted animal and it comes from  which means to have wound or to 

means an animal which has been trained to hunt other animals by causing 

Different types of animals are used for hunting purposes: 

mainly dogs were used for hunting 

also a type of bird like a falcon which was used for hunting 

Keeping dogs is not allowed in the house without a valid reason 

and the two reasons which are taken as valid for keeping the dogs are (1) for 

house or property or people ( ); (2) and for hunting the 

). So from this ayah we find out that keeping a dog in the 

house is not allowed unless the reason is valid.  

To eat from the animal which has been hunted by the dogs needs proper training – 

) to hunt and from this ayah we find out that training the animal is allowed and is not a 

waste of time as they can be useful in carrying out basic necessities of life like hunting anim

who train the dogs are called  and the word is derived from

 is the teacher of the dogs who trains them to hunt.
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animals to be consumed as food 

by the believers. The animals are trained by the trainers to hunt for them but there are certain things which 

which means to have wound or to 

means an animal which has been trained to hunt other animals by causing 

 such animals should be 

) to hunt and from this ayah we find out that training the animal is allowed and is not a 

basic necessities of life like hunting animals. 

 which means dog    

is the teacher of the dogs who trains them to hunt. 



Sifaat-e-Muttaqin 

 which you train as Allah has taught you

The trainers of the dogs are training the dogs the way Allah SWT has 

trained them so we see that even this type of knowledge is inspired to 

people by Allah SWT. Throughout the Quran we see that Allah SWT 

is the source of all the knowledge which has been gi

beings. 

 means which you train - the people who are training the animals for hunting

( ). 

- All the ideas and the knowledge belong to Allah SWT and He is the One who teaches us 

everything and inspires us with all this (

trained till they are trained and ready for hunting the animals (

the commands of their master as to when to go, when to stop, to hunt and when to 

animal is not trained properly and fully, it 

The animals hunted by these trained animals and especially the 

why next in the Ayah Allah SWT says:

So eat of what they catch for you

Allah SWT made it easy for us that not only the good food is lawful 

but also this type of food caught by the trained animals is lawful for 

the muslimeen to consume (

So it has been made halal for us to eat what the trained animals has caught

 and mention the name of Allah upon it

 

To be continued after the Spring Break In Shaa Allah

which you train as Allah has taught you 

The trainers of the dogs are training the dogs the way Allah SWT has 

trained them so we see that even this type of knowledge is inspired to 

the Quran we see that Allah SWT 

is the source of all the knowledge which has been given to the human 

the people who are training the animals for hunting

the ideas and the knowledge belong to Allah SWT and He is the One who teaches us 

all this ( ) –

trained till they are trained and ready for hunting the animals ( ) and understand and follow 

of their master as to when to go, when to stop, to hunt and when to 

animal is not trained properly and fully, it cannot fulfill the commands of the master. 

The animals hunted by these trained animals and especially the trained dogs are lawful to be consumed that is 

why next in the Ayah Allah SWT says: 

So eat of what they catch for you 

Allah SWT made it easy for us that not only the good food is lawful 

but also this type of food caught by the trained animals is lawful for 

). 

it has been made halal for us to eat what the trained animals has caught

and mention the name of Allah upon it 

To be continued after the Spring Break In Shaa Allah 
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the people who are training the animals for hunting especially the dogs        

the ideas and the knowledge belong to Allah SWT and He is the One who teaches us 

– so the animals will be 

) and understand and follow 

of their master as to when to go, when to stop, to hunt and when to come back – unless the 

 

dogs are lawful to be consumed that is 

it has been made halal for us to eat what the trained animals has caught 

 


