
Lessons from Surah Yusuf Part 1 

The whole of Surah Yusuf talks exclusively about Yusuf (as). The Qur’an does not just comprise of 

legislations, but Allah also supports the Qur’an with stories. Allah will not narrate a story unless there is 

a benefit in it.  

Let us discover the jewels from Surah Yusuf:  

Verse 1:  

 

The letters “Alif Lam Ra” are by themselves a miracle. They are called “Huroof Muqata’a”. You will not 

be able to find the exact meaning of them. The scholars have different opinions regarding these letters:  

1) Some said that the Arabic language consists of these letters yet no one can bring something similar to 

the Qur’an.  

2)  Others say that the Arabs were not familiar with someone starting a statement like that; it is in order 

to grab the attention of the disbelievers.  

 

Almost always after Allah mentions these letters He talks about the greatness of the Qur’an.  

= this gives you the meaning of honored. Allah made the verses in the Qur’an honored by using 

this word.  

 

- There are two types of signs:  

Universal Signs 



 

Allah is talking about the Shari’ signs here.  

 = “This is Al Istighraq” Allah uses “Al” to show us this is the real book. 

The Qur’an from all aspects is the best book. We do not even need to advertise the Qur’an; by itself it is 

the real great book.  

The Qur’an consists of verses which are all signs are telling you about Allah.  

 Comes from . In the Qur’an the words are really 

clear and the meaning is clear. We cannot find a place in the Qur’an where one word is out of order. 

Everything is in its proper place. If it is not clear for you, Allah said it is clear, so you believe Allah more 

than you believe yourself. Allah is encouraging you so you can do it, because Allah is the one who will 

help you. So many people are discouraging each other about the language of the Qur’an. It is clear but 

our mind may have not reached that level.  

We rely on the Qur’an for guidance. The Prophet left this book for us in order to be guidance for us. How 

can we take a map which is not clear?  

If it is not clear we need to ask Allah to make it clear for us. The Qur’an is a blessing from Allah, this is 

your map.  

 

Verse 2 

 

What makes the Qur’an really clear in its meaning, legislations and laws?  

Look at the sequence, the blessing of the Qur’an. The Qur’an is Mubeen because Allah sent it down and 

He is perfect in His knowledge and wisdom, in all His attributes. So how will we expect His Kalam? To be 

perfect! 

If you talk to a small child it is not clear. But if you bring a professor you will be able to understand them.  



 

In order to magnify someone you use Inna. Ana is a dispraised word in the Qur’an, because 

Firaun, Qarun and Shaytaan said it.   

 

If you did not understand then the fault is not in the Qur’an it is you. You need to ask 

Allah for help. We are really helpless without Allah’s help. Understanding the Qur’an is not because of 

anything but it is Allah who makes it clear. When you come to learn the speech of Allah do not attach 

your heart to anything except Allah because it is He who makes you understand.  

 

 

The Qur’an is something you can read. That’s why it came from the word “qar’a”  

 

Hadn’t Allah revealed the Qur’an in Arabic it would not have been clear. If you read 

the tafseer in any other language it is not the same as when you read it in Arabic. 

 This is the only language in the world that is universal because if you understand Arabic 

you are among the Arabs unlike English, as much as you learn the language you are not considered an 

English person. It’s not because of the place it is because of the tongue  

Understanding and reading the speech of Allah is by itself an honor.  



The virtues of Arabic:  

Umar bin Khattab said, “If you learn Arabic it is as if you learnt the Deen”.  

If we learnt the Deen in pure English it still will not be clear, but as soon as we bring some Arabic words 

in such as Tawheed, etc. When you want to know the religion you need to know it in Arabic. The 

understanding in Arabic gives you the full picture.  

The Arabic language is the most honorable, clear language. When you go deeper in the Arabic language 

you find it is very vast, one word can have thousands of meanings and derivatives.  

They did an experience and showed a baby in the womb of a mother. People were doing different things 

such as singing, etc. When they spoke Arabic the reaction of the baby was different. The Arabic language 

itself affects every single cell because every word has a weight.  

In a nutshell: The Qur’an is clear because Allah revealed it in Arabic and the Arabic language is the most 

honorable and vast languages which have an effect on the person.  

One harakat can change the whole meaning of a word. When you know and understand the language 

you know that it is by itself a blessing from Allah.  

 

 

So you will not really understand the Qur’an until you know it in Arabic. If you do not know Arabic look 

at the word and find out its root.  

 Means brain. When you read the Qur’an in Arabic it will make your mind work. You will be 

thinking about Tajweed, vocabulary, meaning and see its effect on you. Your mind will be busy. This is a 

mercy from Allah. People who try to ponder over the Qur’an will not have any of the problems because 

their brain cell keeps working. We do not ponder over the Qur’an with the intention of making our brain 

cells work, but this is a consequence.  

A non-muslim heard a poem in Arabic and the Qur’an being recited. He said he felt a difference in sound 

when he heard the poem but he felt more of a change and feeling when the Qur’an was being recited. 

We need to thank Allah day and night of how he bestowed this blessing upon us.  

If we just talk about the parables without going in to English then we would not understand. When we 

have it in Arabic this will make it clear for us. You will understand Halal and Haram, Aqeedah, Stories, 

Parables and everything in the Qur’an well when you hear it in Arabic.  

 



When you take the Qur’an in Arabic you can see the effect on your heart and limbs. Because we want 

the Qur’an to change our lifestyle. The Qur’an will change us when you know it and feel it in Arabic. And 

when your heart is feeling it will show it in your actions. So the best thing is that you repeat and repeat 

reading the Qur’an. With any other book we would feel tired repeating it, but we will understand the 

Qur’an more with repetition. 

Whenever the Prophet said anything to the Sahabah, he would repeat it 3 times so that it would sink in. 

The more you repeat reciting the Qur’an the more Allah will open and make it clear for you.  

You are not told the story straight away, there is an introduction. Why did Allah start this Surah talking 

about the Arabic language? Because the Arabic language is what makes this story clearer and helps you 

understand it.  

 

Verse 3:  

 

Allah is telling the story to Prophet Muhammad.  

 This comes from        . It literally means to trace and follow the footsteps of 

something. This word can be used to narrate or tell a story. To follow the sequence of the story.  

 

=  ( )Allah is saying ‘upon him’ not ‘to’. Allah is up and 

Prophet is down. It gives you the impression that the Prophet does not know and Allah is telling and 

informing Him. We can see the power of Allah here. Allah is above the seven heavens.  

When you know a story which no one else knows it can give you the feeling of power. So Allah is telling 

the Prophet that YOU don’t know but Allah is teaching you.  

 

 



 

 Comes from  and this means the best of the best! 

It is said, Allah knows best, that the Sahabah asked the Prophet for a story and he did not know any 

story so Allah revealed this story upon him. It is the best story, and Allah only says this about this story.  

There is an art to writing stories. Some people have the talent of writing stories and some study the way 

to write it. There are different elements to writing a story. But you cannot find a story which is perfect in 

all these elements. You cannot find a perfect complete story except the stories in the Qur’an, especially 

Surah Yusuf. And especially when you know Surah Yusuf in Arabic as it gives you the full picture.  

This story is for everyone, not only for adults. Everyone can understand this story. On top of that you 

can recite it as much as you want, and when you read one letter you get reward. When you memorize 

you elevate in ranks. This is the bounty from Allah.   

The best thing we need to discuss is the Qur’an because everything is in it.  

 

 


