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We are on the 3rd and last principle of Thalathul Usool which is ‘Who is
your Prophet?’ When we talked about Prophet Muhammed (SAW) we
discussed about the incident of Migration to Madina, the lessons learnt
from migration, what is meant by ‘migration’ in Islam and the symbols of a
Muslim and Non-Muslim country. We will now discuss the ‘Rulings on
Migration’.

We are discussing this issue towards the end of Thalatul Usool because for
a person to understand this matter, he should go through all the main
principles of faith. Once they are aware of the details regarding Who is your
Lord? What is your Religion? Who is your Prophet? It will be easy for them
to understand and accept the matter regarding ‘Migration to a Non-Muslim
country’. You cannot extract this topic from here and spread it to among the
people because there is possibility that they don’t have a strong foundation
and it results in confusion (fitna).

Ruling regarding travelling to a Non-Muslim country:
Some people may question that why is it part of ‘Who is your Prophet?’
When we discussed about Prophet Muhammed (SAW), we learnt the way
Prophet (SAW) along with his companions migrated from Makkah to
Madina. Migration from a Non-Muslim country to a Muslim country is
obligatory on every Muslim.

Travelling to a Non-Muslim country is not allowed except in some
conditions. In order to travel to a Non-Muslim country, People should
fulfill all of the following 3 conditions:

1. They should have knowledge
It is very important to have knowledge because there are so many
doubts in a Non-Muslim country (doubts regarding religion, doubts
about Allah, Messengers, books and the legislation in Islam). They
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should have knowledge so that they can understand these doubts;
knowledge will help them to avert these doubts. How can you send
your young ones, who don’t have knowledge, in a community full of
doubts?

The most precious thing with us is our Religion & our Belief. A minor
doubt can affect our belief. Therefore, it’s necessary to have enough
knowledge so that they have an answer for all the questions.

2. They should know about Allah (SWT) and fear Him so that
they are protected from the desires.
In a Non-Muslim country the desires are spread all around even in
the streets. Therefore, it’s very important to have a very strong base of
religion.

3. They should have a need
It’s possible that a person is having knowledge and a strong faith but
he/she doesn’t have a need.

What are the types of need?

 Treatment: To get a treatment that is not available in any of the
Muslim countries. If the treatment is available in any Muslim
country then it’s not a need

 Knowledge: To study about a field which is not there is any of
the Muslim countries. There should also be a need of that
knowledge to the Muslim country.

 Trade: To do business.

Moreover, scholars can even travel to Non-Muslim countries to
spread Islam (Dawah).
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People cannot go to Non-Muslim countries for tourism as it’s not a
need. There are a lot of beautiful Muslim countries where you can go
for tourism.

Why these 3 conditions?

 They might fall into trials from which they cannot come out.
 It’s a waste of money

We are all here to obey Allah (SWT) and protect our heart as much as
we can. It’s not an easy matter with the travel and tourism these days.
If we are not convinced we should ask Allah (SWT) to make it easy for
us to understand and make sufficient for us what is permissible and
satisfy us with the things that please Him.
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Dwelling and staying in a Non-Muslim Country
The above discussion was regarding travel/ temporary visit to a Non-
Muslim country now we will discuss the ruling regarding staying and
living in a Non-Muslim country.

Non-Muslim countries have a great danger on the
following:

 Religion
 Character
 Behavior
 Etiquettes

Sometimes you can find that people will go there and completely
change because they are so amazed by the disbelievers (except those
whom Allah (SWT) guides).

Two main conditions for staying and dwelling in a Non-
Muslim country

1. The person feels secure in his religion

How?
In order to feel secure in the religion, he should have the following:

 Knowledge: To prevent him from doubts
 Faith: To fear and believe in Allah (SWT) in order to protect

him from falling into the sins and desires.

They need to have determination to follow the religion more than the
people living in the Muslim countries. Though the trials are
everywhere but there are places where the trials are more than the
others. There is no comparison of the trials in a Muslim and a Non-
Muslim country; they are far more in the Non-Muslim country.
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They should be aware of not considering the disbelievers as their
friends. The most dangerous thing is the action of the heart. The
religion is based on the love of Allah (SWT) and the ones whom Allah
(SWT) loves.

It’s mentioned in Al Bukhaari Kitab Al Adab that Prophet (SAW) said
that if you love any group, you will be among them on the Day of
Judgment even if you didn’t do what they were doing.

While staying in a Non-Muslim country very easily you feel your heart
inclining towards the disbelievers because they are your teachers and
your friends and because of the way they behave with you. It does not
mean that you need to treat them badly.

When we go there we feel that they are very organized, they have good
manners and an efficient system. On the contrary, a Muslim country
does not have an efficient system neither do the people abide by the
rules and things are unorganized. Why do you see the opposite?
Because it’s a test from Allah (SWT), He wants to test your belief and
faith.

When you know Allah (SWT), you will know that Allah (SWT) hates
the disbelief. You should not hate the people, you should hate their
disbelief. How can you accept someone to disbelief in Allah (SWT)?
It’s actually the disbelief that you reject. It’s said that if a person takes
a disbeliever as a companion/friend and they love them then it’s
actually negating the belief in Allah (SWT). It doesn’t means that you
should be bad/mean to them or declare a war or fight with them. It’s
only the matter of the heart and how you need to protect it. You
should be good towards everyone.



Thalaathul Usool: Rulings on Hijrah? March 16 & 23, 2013

Page 6

Evidence from the Quran:

 Surah Mujadila Verse 22

“You will not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day
having affection for those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even
if they were their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their
kindred. Those - He has decreed within their hearts faith and
supported them with spirit from Him. And We will admit them to
gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally.
Allah is pleased with them, and they are pleased with Him - those are
the party of Allah. Unquestionably, the party of Allah - they are the
successful.”
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 Surah Al- Maida Ayah 51 & 52:

“O you who have believed, do not take the Jews and the Christians as allies.
They are [in fact] allies of one another. And whoever is an ally to them among
you - then indeed, he is [one] of them. Indeed, Allah guides not the
wrongdoing people.”

“So you see those in whose hearts is disease hastening into [association with]
them, saying, "We are afraid a misfortune may strike us." But perhaps Allah
will bring conquest or a decision from Him, and they will become, over what
they have been concealing within themselves, regretful.”

The trial is that the Muslim friend is not very good and the Non-Muslim friend
is good. It’s a matter of faith. It will not stop on the love, it will be love, incline,
and friendship and then you will agree on their opinions. These are the steps
of the Satan.

2. The person should be able to freely practice the following
symbols of Islam:

 Prayer
 Hijab
 Friday Prayer
 Congregational Prayer
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Permissible reasons for dwelling/staying in a Non-
Muslim country:

1. Calling the people to Islam
It’s a kind of Jihad with the words because he wants to convey the
message and spread Islam. This type of worship is ‘fard kifaya’ , it
means that it’s not obliged upon everyone. You cannot make it as an
excuse to live in a Non-Muslim country unless you see that no one is
going there to spread Islam. There should be at least one person who
spreads Islam with good manners and does not fight with the Non-
Muslims.

They should not stay there forever. Once their mission is completed
and they are able to explain the message of Islam, they should come
back to their country. You have the example of the companions of
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and even people after them.

Hadis of Prophet (SAW):

“You need to convey the message on behalf of Prophet (SAW) even if
it’s one verse.”

2. To study the conditions of the disbelievers:
The scholars they study about the belief of the Non-Muslims so that
when they spread the message of Islam (Dawah), they are aware of
the background of the people.

You even have books regarding the doubts of the disbelievers but
everyone cannot read these books. A person who is inviting the
disbelievers to accept Islam needs to know how their belief is
corrupted and about their misguidance so that he can warn them.

The people living in the Non-Muslim country can see how the
disbelievers worship and the character of the disbelievers and when
they return to the Muslim country they can easily advise the Muslims
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regarding the dangers of following the disbelievers. This is also a type
of Jihad.

However, there are people who are attracted by the disbelievers, their
life style, their business and their work but this is only when they see
it from the outside.  When a person actually goes there, he gets to
know the reality which is totally opposite. It’s also the responsibility
of some people to study about the disbelief so that they can warn the
believers not to be deceived by the disbelievers. The warning of the
people who have lived with the disbelievers will have a greater impact
on the believers because they know exactly how the belief of the
disbelievers is corrupted and about their manners.

Let’s take the example of the youth who are impressed by the lifestyle
of the disbelievers and want to adopt it.  A mother who has never
interacted with the disbelievers will not be able to warn them.
However, the youngsters will be more convinced if someone who has
lived there explains them the reality of the disbelievers.

Nowadays, you don’t even need to travel to know about the
disbelievers. The information regarding their belief, their ways of
worshipping and sacrificing is available on the internet. Once you get
to know about the disbelievers, your appreciation for Islam will
increase.

If a person living in a Non-Muslim country finds it difficult to live in a
Non-Muslim country then it’s better to go to a Muslim country. They
should not think that they have to reform the society so they should
know more about the disbelievers. If they think that they will be
drawn towards the disbelievers then it’s better to return to the
Muslim country.

Prophet (SAW) used to send his companions to the Non-Muslim
countries for spying. Some of the companions before declaring
acceptance of Islam lived in Makkah just to get information for
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Prophet (SAW). It is allowed to spy like this only for the sake of
protection. Prophet (SAW) had sent Hudaifa ibn Yammam to a Non-
Muslim country to get the news. This is also a type of Jihad in the way
of Allah (SWT).

3. To live in a Non-Muslim country for the Embassy.
This is a need of the country e.g. Ambassadors are sent just to take
care of the people of their country.

4. To live in a Non-Muslim country for the personal needs e.g.
 Trade of a company
 Treatment

They are allowed to stay there as long as the above needs are there.
Once the needs are fulfilled they should return to the Muslim country.

We have the example of the companions of Prophet (SAW) who used
to go to Non-Muslim countries for trade and they had a very good
impact on the disbelievers. As a result, large number of disbelievers
accepted Islam. It was due to trade that Islam was spread in
Indonesia and Malaysia.

5. To seek knowledge
It’s also a need but it’s a very dangerous one especially when young
people who don’t have knowledge and faith go abroad. They will be
easily drawn by the disbelievers.

Whys it is so dangerous?

 It will have a lot of impact on their religion and behavior. It will
easily affect the behavior of a young boy/ girl if they don’t have
enough knowledge and faith. It will easily affect their behavior,
their religion, the way they dress up, their celebrations etc.



Thalaathul Usool: Rulings on Hijrah? March 16 & 23, 2013

Page 11

 The student will feel that his teacher is having a very high
position and it will lead to the following:

o He will magnify and respect them too much and see them
very high. He will be easily affected by their opinions
regarding other matter e.g. religion or worship.

o Very easily they will believe in their opinions.
o It can lead to “Al Taqleed” i.e. they will dress up like them

and talk like them.
o It will lead to their love and loyalty. They will be very

important for him. He will not allow anyone to say
anything bad about them. Even if they will be doing
something wrong, he will not be able to see it as if he’s
blind. He will be respect and exalt them too much.

Conditions to send a boy/girl abroad for studying:
The first two conditions are the same as discussed for someone who
wants to live in a Non-Muslim country.

i. The student should feel secure in his religion and character (he
should have knowledge and faith).

ii. The student should be able to freely practice the symbols of
Islam.

However, apart from these two conditions there are additional
conditions as well. Following are the additional conditions for a
student to live in a Non-Muslim country:

iii. The education/ major should not be available in any of the
Muslim countries and the Muslim country should be in need of
that knowledge.

iv. The student should have knowledge of the permissible and non-
permissible things in Islam (Shariah). This condition is similar
to the first one but this one requires more detailed knowledge.
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Therefore, Prophet (SAW) taught us this supplication:

“O Allah show us the truth as truth and give us the ability to
follow it, and show us falsehood for what it is and give us the
ability to abstain from it"

v. The student should be a sane and sound adult so that he can
differentiate between truth and falsehood.

This is a transcript of a lecture given by Sister Eman al Obaid. We ask Allah subhana wa ta’ala for His forgiveness
and His Mercy. Anything that is good from these notes is from Allah subhana wa ta’ala. Any mistakes &
misrepresentations are my own. I ask Allah subhana wa ta’ala for His forgiveness and to put forgiveness in the
hearts of those who read them. JazakAllah Khairan.


