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Ghazwat Bani Annazeer 

 

 

Nabi (Saw) was in Makkah with the muhajareen. On account of the torture 
the sahabas were ordered to migrate to Habasha twice. Once they returned because 
of the rumor that Quraish had become Muslims, but had to go back when the 
falsehood of the statement was confirmed. Nabi (saw) went to Taif but its people 
rejected him.  

After 13 years it occurred to him to move to Madina. In Madinah there was rivalry 
between the tribes of Aus and Khazraj. Because of the fighting they were not on 
good terms with each other. Nabi’s (saw) migration to Madinah therefore turned out 
to be beneficial for them as he took charge of place.   

There were also tribes of Jews in Madinah. Earlier they were in Palestine and then 
in Egypt and had later settled in Madinah to wait for the promised messenger. For 
generations the Jews kept on waiting for the messenger but when Nabi (saw) came 
they didn’t believe in him. They developed jealousy and enmity. They didn’t follow 
the truth because of pride. They wanted the messenger to be from amongst them 
and not from the Arabs.  

The Muslims were victorious in the first ghazwa of Badr. This shocked the Jews 
who got terrified and scared of the Muslims. Muslims, however, lost the second 
ghazwa at Uhad. Jews were encouraged and reassured to fight the Muslims. Not 
only the Jews but the mushriqeen and munafiqeen of Madinah too were happy 
about it. Ghazwa Uhad was a big challenge for the believers. Jews were now 
plotting against the Muslims.   
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Reasons behind Ghazwa bani annazeer   

 

First reason  

The Jews were living in Madinah so they had a peace contract with the Muslims. 
One of the rules was not to accommodate anyone from amongst the enemies, the 
disbelievers. The Jews betrayed the Muslims and didn’t only accommodate the 
disbelievers but also guided them about the secret entry to Madinah. 
The Jews knew about the places of entry and exit of Madinah.  
 
In the battle of Badr the Muslims had defeated the disbelievers. So Abu Sufyan who 
was the head of the disbelievers was upset and angry as the Muslims were not even 
as established as they were.   

 

The vow 

  
Abu Sufyan made a vow. After janaba he will not take a bath. The water will not 
touch him to clean himself from the impurity of janaba until he will conquer 
Madinah. 
 
200 people along with Abu Sufyan went from Makkah to Madinah after the battle 
of Badr. The Jews stood with them and helped them and this was against the rules. 
Still Nabi (saw) didn’t take any action.   

 

Second reason  

Attempt to kill Nabi (saw); this happened after the battle of Uhad.   

Nabi (saw) along with few sahabas went to banu Annazeer to ask for some help. The 
Jews saw this as a chance to kill him (saw). They showed their double 
face. They welcomed Nabi (saw) as if they were happy that he had come to meet 
them. Nabi (saw) wanted to leave quickly but they asked him to stay and said that 
they will cook food for him.   

In secret they planned. They thought that if they could kill the leader the spread of 
Islam would come to halt. They concocted a plan as to how to kill him (saw). One of 
them went with a big rock to hit Nabi (saw) when Allah sent Jibreal to tell Nabi 
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(saw) about their plan so he moved away before the rock could hit him and went 
back to Madinah. This way how Allah took care of him.  

The Arabs were different than Jews. The Quraish would follow the treaty even if 
they were enemies. This was one of the qualities of Arab- to never betray.  

 

 
 	  

This ayah was revealed at this occasion. Allah tells us to remember His favours to 
us. Allah protected Nabi (saw). He said that one needs taqwa, and should not follow 
his desires or rely on oneself for anything. A believer is the one who has taqwa and 
relies upon Allah.	  	  

	  

Warning	  letter	  	  

After the two incidents Nabi (saw) thought to take an action. He (saw) send them a 
warning letter rather than beginning the battle right away. Muhammad ibn 
Muslima took this letter to the leader of Banu Nazeer, Haye ibn Aktab.   

	  

The letter said: “I’m the Messenger of Allah. Allah has sent me to you. Before we 
take any action you have time of 10 days to leave Madinah. Whoever will be seen in 
Madinah after 10 days will be killed.”  

They said to the messenger: “Ya Muhammad, why you came to us. You are from the 
tribe of Aus”   
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To which he answered: “When Islam came it removed all the Jahiliya. We are all 
one now.” He replied with diplomacy and confidence, “Islam has changed our hearts 
and we are now all equal.”   

The Jews made up their mind to leave Madinah within 10 days. Abdullah ibn Ubay 
who was the leader of the hypocrites sent a letter to the Jews saying that they must 
not leave; this is the place where they have been living for long. He encouraged 
them and told them to be firm and confident and if Nabi (saw) would do anything 
against them he would support them 2000 men. 

Nabi (saw) knew that Abdullah ibn Ubay was the leader of the hypocrites but he 
didn’t take any action against him because he was Syed. His son Abdullah ibn 
Abdullah was one of the pious sahabi but was also very dutiful to his father.  
  
The Jews wanted to go peacefully but Abdullah ibn Ubay changed their mind. Their 
leader sent a letter to nabi saw that they were not leaving as it was their place. 
Nabi saw when upon hearing this declared war against the Jews.  

 


