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Surah Yusuf ( يوسف سورة ) – Ayah 98 

Introduction 

 The Quran is your guidance and success in this life – you need to keep yourself exposed to the 

Quran – reading it, pondering it, discussing it, listening to it.  

 Aisha (ra) said the Prophet’s (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) manners are the Quran. The Quran tells us of the best manners, 

but we need to soften our hearts in order for the Quran to enter, and then its fruits will grow – 

which are the manners.  

 Surah Yusuf is the best of stories because it talks about the nature of human beings and how to be 

reformed. The reforming of the brothers took longer because of their sin.  

 Many people want to repent and make istighfar, but they forget, subhan Allah. The sins can deprive 

someone of good deeds, even to make istaghfar, subhan Allah.  

Ayah 98 – ( مۡ  أَۡسَتۡغفِر   َسۡوفَ  َقالَ  ه    َۖربِّى   لَك  وَ  ۥ إِنَّ ِحيم   ٱۡلَغف ور   ه  ٱلرَّ ) (He said: "I will ask my Lord for 

forgiveness for you, verily He! Only He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful.") 

 ( ۖ   ى مۡ  َربِّ  the sons made an  :(He said: "I will ask my Lord for forgiveness for you) (َقالَ  َسۡوفَ  أَۡسَتۡغفِر   لَك 

intentional mistake and they have asked their father to seek forgiveness for them from Allah (swt). 

Recall the dua’a of Adam (as) when he and his wife disobeyed Allah (swt): ( أنفسنا ظلمنا ربنا ) Our Lord, 

we wronged ourselves. You can see that Adam (as) is more humble, subhan Allah.  

 ( ََسۡوف) (later): if Yaqoub (as) said (سأستغفر), then it means it would be immediate. But ( ََسۡوف) means 

after some time. So in the far future he will seek forgiveness for them, someone might ask why 

would he say that? Put yourself in Yaqoub’s (as) position, he lost his eyesight, he lost his sons, they 

spoke to him rudely, etc. Instead of telling them all the things they did to him, he just said ‘later’, at 

least he responded to them, subhan Allah. So the response of Yaqoub (as) is the middle path. Why 

was it later?  

o (1): Sheikh As Saady said the time when the brothers asked their father was around 

noon time, and their father delayed it because he chose the best time (السحر), before 

fajr, to make istighfar for them. This is the time when it is most responded and is the 

best time to make istighfar. This shows so much ihsan from Yaqoub (as), subhan Allah. 

( لإلجابة أقرب و االستغفار أتم الوقت هذا في ألن الفاضل السحر وقت الى االستغفار أّخر ). This shows us that 

sometimes you can delay deeds in order to pick a more virtuous time – for example, to 

make dua’a in the times it is responded. Or you want to give charity, and the next day 

happens to be sacred days or Ramadan, so it can be done then. Even in worldly matters, 

you might be givev a project and you do it quickly in one day to get it out of the way, but 

it has so many mistakes. But if you take one extra day longer , then it would be ihsan.  

 When you make dua’a for others in the unseen, meaning they don’t know you 

are making dua’a for them, then there is an angel that says ameen and for you 

to, subhan Allah. This means you should not go and tell someone you made a 

dua’a for them, then your reward goes away. Imagine when you say (  أغفر اللهم

األموات و منهم األحياء المؤمنات و للمؤمنين ) (Oh Allah forgive the believing men and 
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women, the living and dead of them) –you would get a reward for all them, 

subhan Allah. And when you make dua’a for others it’s reforming you because it 

purifies your heart towards others. If you have an enmity between yourself and 

another person, and you don’t know how to remove it – make dua’a for them. 

Imagine someone is oppressing you and you make dua’a for them – it is not 

easy, but you are purifying your heart. Also if you are jealous of someone, in 

order to remove that jealousy, you need to make dua’a to remove it. Imagine 

two shops that are selling the same thing, so naturally they are rivals, and you 

are making dua’a ‘O Allah increase them in customers, profits’ – it’s not easy, 

but when you make dua’a for others, especially for someone who oppressed 

you or you are jealous of, then this purifies your heart and it will reform them as 

well, subhan Allah.  

o (2): Another scholar said the reason for Yaqoub (as) making the dua’a later can be 

compared to ayah 92.   

Yacoub (as) Yusuf (as) 

 What the brothers said to their father: Ayah 97: 
( ٰٓأََباَنا َقالُوا   ـ  ا ُذُنوَبَنآٰ  لََنا ٱۡسَتۡغفِرۡ  َي ا إِنَّ ِطـ ِين ُكنَّ ـ  َخ ) (They said: "O 
our father! Ask forgiveness (from Allâh) for our 
sins, indeed we have been sinners.") 

 What the brothers said to Yusuf (as): Ayah 91: 
( ِ  َقالُوا   ُ  َءاَثَركَ  لََقدۡ  َتٱّللَّ ا َوإِن َعلَۡيَنا ٱّللَّ ِطـ ِينَ  ُڪنَّ ـ  لََخ ) (They said: 
"By Allâh! Indeed Allâh has preferred you above 
us, and we certainly have been sinners.") 

 The reply of Yaboub (as) to his sons: Ayah 98: (  َقالَ 

هُ   َۖربِّىٰٓ  لَُكمۡ  أَۡسَتۡغفِرُ  َسۡوفَ  ِحيمُ  ٱۡلَغفُورُ  ُهوَ  ۥ إِنَّ ٱلرَّ ) (He said: "I 
will ask my Lord for forgiveness for you, verily 
He! Only He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most 
Merciful) 

 The reply of Yusuf (as) to his brothers: Ayah 92: 
( ُ  َيۡغفِرُ   ۖٱۡلَيۡومَ  َعلَۡيُكمُ  َتۡثِريبَ  اَل  َقالَ  ٲِحِمينَ  أَۡرَحمُ  َوُهوَ   ۖلَُكمۡ  ٱّللَّ ٱلرَّ ) 
(He said: "No reproach on you this day, may 
Allâh forgive you, and He is the Most Merciful of 
those who show mercy) 

 Notice they are seeking forgiveness for their 
sins, meaning they had so many, and it all began 
with a thought, our father loves Yusuf (as) more, 
subhan Allah. And that lead to lying, cheating, 
etc. And they became humiliated so many times 
by being stopped, etc – so their nurturing took 
longer.  

 From Yusuf’s (as) goodness, he sought 
forgiveness for them without them even asking, 
subhan Allah. And this shows so much ihsan, 
though Yusuf (as) went through so much pain 

 This teaches us that that if we have a chance to 
help others, then we should do it without 
waiting for them to ask us. For example, a 
person might be sick and they know if they ask 
someone to do ruqyah for them then it nullifies 
from the 70,000 who enter paradise with no 
punishment or reckoning. So they don’t ask 
someone to do ruqyah for them, but you can 
offer it to them, and this shows ihsan.  

 Notice Yaqoub (as) said Allah (swt) is (  ٱۡلَغفُورُ 

ِحيمُ   .The Most Forgiving, Most Merciful – (ٱلرَّ
Yaqoub (as) knows that Allah (swt) forgives the 
sins, meaning you will not face the consequence 
of the sins, and then He will open for you the 
doors of mercy, subhan Allah. So purification 
and beautification. This makes you understand 
that when you ask Allah (swt), He gives you 

 Notice that Yusuf (as) said that Allah (swt) is the 
Most Merciful of those who show mercy (  أَۡرَحمُ 

ٲِحِمينَ   because perhaps Yusuf (as) showed (ٱلرَّ
mercy to his brothers, but Allah (swt) is the 
Most Merciful – so attach to Him and no one 
else.  
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more, subhan Allah. When you seek forgiveness, 
then Allah (swt) will give you mercy from 
knowledge, good deeds, manners, etc.  

 So the reason for the delay is because it is 
harder to approach someone who is older versus 
someone your age. When you have a 
misunderstanding with someone your age is 
different when you have a misunderstanding 
with someone older. Someone who is older will 
take longer to give a response, because they will 
think about it more. 

 For example, if you are with your mother and 
children and you offer to go to the water park – 
the children will immediately say yes, but your 
mother will say, look at the time, not now, etc. 
And this shows us it’s human nature, subhan 
Allah.  

 So with age, you become wiser as long as you 
have knowledge. Getting older without 
knowledge makes someone complicated, subhan 
Allah. 

 When anything is delayed, then know for sure 
there is wisdom. If the answer to your dua’a is 
being delayed, then there is wisdom.  

 

May Allah (swt) grant us ihsan and wisdom. Ameen.  


