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Surah Al Baqarah ( البقرة سورة ) – Ayah 204 

Introduction 

 The previous ayat talked about hajj and remembrance of Allah (swt) and now it is about the 

hypocrites? What is the relation? In the hajj, your (قصد) – your goal is Allah (swt), but for the 

hypocrite it’s the opposite – his (قصد), his goal is the people. And because the hypocrites’ goal is 

unclear, he remembers Allah (swt) little. Let us continue with the rest of the description of the 

hypocrites.  

Ayah 204 – ( ِۡنَيا َوُيۡشِهدُ  ٱّلَلَ  َعلَى   َما فِى َقۡلبِهِ ۦ َوُهوَ  أَلَد   ٱۡلِخَصام ةِ  ٱلد   And of) (َوِمنَ  ٱلَناسِ  َمن ُيۡعِجُبكَ  َقۡولُهُ  ۥ فِى ٱۡلَحَيو 

mankind there is he whose speech may please you (O Muhammad SAW), in this worldly life, 

and he calls Allâh to witness as to that which is in his heart, yet he is the most quarrelsome of 

the opponents) 

 Speech can honor or humiliate a person, we are supposed to speak good in general, why? For the 

sake of Allah (swt), but the hypocrites are speaking in order to impress the people. Whether they’re 

speaking about the duniya or deen, they are speaking just to impress others. The hypocrites will 

swear that their heart is sincere, truthful, loves Allah (swt), etc – but why are they bearing witness 

by Allah (swt) when Allah (swt) already knows what’s in their heart, subhan Allah. And this shows 

how much they’re trying to convince the people of their truthfulness.  

 ( َِوُهوَ  أَلَد   ٱۡلِخَصام) (yet he is the most quarrelsome of the opponents): this is the condition of the 

hypocrite, and Who knows your reality? Allah (swt). And your reality will show in times of conflict. 

The condition of a person will come up to the surface in times of conflict. You are saying no, they’re 

saying yes. You’re saying black, they’re saying white. It’s not wrong to have contrary opinions, but it 

doesn’t mean you hate each other and do bad thingsto one another. People are different so there 

are bound to be different opinions – people are different natures, different levels of knowledge – so 

they see things differently. And it’s important to be wise when dealing with different natures.  

o (  أَلَد): it’s a superlative for (اللدد), which means more (أكثر), intense (أشد), exaggerated in 

conflict ( الخصومة في بالغ ), to make things difficult and hard ( صعب و تعسر ), argue until the 

other is defeated ( فغلبه جادله ), argue for falsehood ( بالباطل جدال ). When the hypocrites are 

in a debate or conflict, they will not say 1 word but 100 words, and when they argue, 

they’re ongoing; they make things difficult. The hypocrite will keep arguing with their 

eloquency and swearing until they defeat the person. And they are arguing for 

falsehood. Don’t let your emotions dominate you, and when there is conflict, return to 

Allah (swt) and His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 

o ( ِٱۡلِخَصام): means to have a contrary opinion, it’s not wrong because there are different 

factors than can cause a different opinion, but the hypocrites exaggerate it greatly. 

 .(انقطاع) to cut-off ,(جدال) argument ,(معاداة) enmity ,(نزاع) means to pull towards (خصم)

When the duniya is in the heart, then there’s hypocrisy, kufr, shirk, and all types of 

sicknesses. When there’s a problem, there’s duniya, so let it go because you don’t want 

it affect your faith. Notice how the duniya is deceiving, subhan Allah. Don’t let the 
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duniya dominate you, and how will you not let is dominate you? When you know the 

value of the duniya – it’s worthless, something rotten, low, and humiliated, subhan 

Allah. It’s like a flower that blooms and withers.  

o For the hypocrite, if there’s an objection, then he will be so severe and intense in his 

argument. Look at one of their characterizes. Hadith: (  رضي العاص بن عمرو بن هللا عبد وعن

 خصلة فيه كانت ومن  . خالصا   منافقا كان فيه كن من أربع "    : قال وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللا رسول أن عنهما، هللا

 خاصم وإذا غدر، عاهد وإذا كذب، حدث وإذا ، خان اؤتمن إذا  :  يدعها حتى النفاق من خصلة فيه كانت منهن

 Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'as (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The') (" فجر

Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "Four are the qualities which, when found in a person, 

make him a sheer hypocrite, and one who possesses one of them, possesses one 

characteristic of hypocrisy until he abandons it. These are: When he is entrusted with 

something, he betrays trust; when he speaks, he lies; when he promises, he acts 

treacherously; and when he argues, he behaves in a very imprudent, insulting 

manner.") –  Al Bukhari and Muslim Book 2, Hadith 690 

 (وإذا خاصم فجر) (when he argues, he explodes): When there’s an argument, they will go and tell 

everyone, they want everyone to know. They will not make dua’a to Allah (swt) for guidance. They 

will cross their boundaries ( حده عن زاد ). Why is this their reality? Because their concern is the duniya 

and the people, they don’t like it when people object. The hypocrite is the most crooked and lying 

the most when in a conflict. There might different people speaking in an argument, but the 

hypocrite is the worse, talking too much, very eloquently, and swearing, subhan Allah. The hypocrite 

is talking more and listening less because he’s trying to convince. May Allah (swt) help us not to 

speak too much in times of conflict. Ameen. In times of conflict, don’t speak too much, Allah (swt) 

will bring your rights and prove your innocence because He is Al Baar’i (الباريء). The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

never argued for himself, only if it was for Allah (swt) and the Quran.  

 Arguing is dispraised, and just because there are different opinions it doesn’t mean you become 

enemies, everyone should know their boundaries. When there are disputes and arguing in a 

relationship, then there is no barakah, there is no blessing. There’s blessing when you talk about 

something good and it increases you in faith, not when you argue and decrease in faith, subhan 

Allah.  

 Rather than disputing and arguing, talk good or be silent, at least you save the other person from 

your words. Hadith: ( ْسلِم    "   وسلم عليه هللا صلى الَنبِي   َقالَ  َيق ول   َعْمٍرو، ْبنَ  هللَاِ  َعْبدَ  َسِمْعت   َقالَ   لَِسانِهِ  ِمنْ  اْلم ْسلِم ونَ  َسلِمَ  َمنْ  اْلم 

 said, "A Muslim is the one who avoids (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Narrated `Abdullah bin `Amr (ra): The Prophet) (َوَيِدِه،

harming Muslims with his tongue or his hands.) - Sahih al-Bukhari 6484 

 Because the hypocrites are liars and lying takes up too much energy. They have so much tension 

because they’re worrying about the people, that’s why Allah (swt) said so they don’t understand, 

subhan Allah. The one who argues all the time will be deprived of knowledge.  

 The most despicable in the sight of Allah (swt) is.. Hadith: (  عليه هللا صلى الَنبِي   َعنِ  ـ اعنه هللا رضى ـ َعائَِشةَ  َعنْ 

َجالِ  أَْبَغضَ  إِنَ   "   َقالَ  وسلم  said, "The most (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Narrated `Aisha (ra): The Prophet) (  "  اْلَخِصم   األَلَد   هللَاِ  إِلَى الر 

hated person in the sight of Allah is the most quarrelsome person.") - Sahih al-Bukhari 2457 

 Let’s take the opposite and look at the believer: they’re easy going, not difficult, soft, obedient, and 

submitting. If a person thinks a certain away then they’re still loving each other for the sake of Allah 
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(swt). They submit, meaning they let go of arguing, not because they’re weak and arelosers, but 

because they want to avoid fitnas, they don’t want something to come in and impact their faith.  

 Description of the believer: hadith: ( َرْيَرةَ  أَبِي َعنْ  ول   َقالَ   : َقالَ  ه  ْؤِمن    : وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاِ  َرس   َواْلَفاِجر   َكِريٌم، ِغر   اْلم 

 Abu Hurayra (ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him) ( لَئِيمٌ  َخب  

peace, said, "The believer is guileless and generous while the corrupt is a swindler and miserly.") - 

Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 418, Sahih Al Albani 

o The believer believes everyone and he’s generous. He appears naïve because of the 

purity of his heart and innocence, he believes everything, he’s not clever and sneaky, 

subhan Allah. Anyone can deceive him and cheat him because of the purity of his heart 

and because he always thinks good about the people. He’s very innocent like a child, 

subhan Allah. When you believe in Allah (swt) then it will give you purity of the heart 

because you’re not dealing with people – you’re in another world, subhan Allah. And 

because he’s simple and innocent, he’s very generous, subhan Allah.  

o The fajir, the one who’s corrupt is always looking at the hidden intentions of others, he 

doesn’t take them as they are. And he’s wicked.  

 Hadith: (  التقي العبد يحب هللا إن“  : يقول  : وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللا رسول سمعت  : قال عنه هللا رضي وقاص أبي بن سعد وعن

الخفي الغني ) (Sa'd bin Abu Waqqas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of Allah 

 ,said, "Allah loves a slave who is pious, free of all wants and the unnoticed.") – Muslim Book 1 (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

Hadith 597 

o Allah (swt) loves the one rich in heart, always making taqwa, and is non-apparent, 

they’re not loud or wanting to be seen.  

May Allah (swt) purify our hearts and protect us from hypocrisy. Ameen.  


