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Surah Al Baqarah ( البقرة سورة ) – Ayah 205 

Introduction 

 The hypocrites not only argue in the duniya, but in the akhira as well. Whereas those who are easy 

and let go, they will be dealt with easily on the Day of Judgement, subhan Allah.  

Ayah 205 – ( ِض  فِى َسَعى   َتَولَّى   َوإَِذا َرأ ِسدَ  ٱۡلأ لِكَ  ِفيَها لُِيفأ ثَ  َوُيهأ َحرأ لَ  ٱلأ ُ   َۗوٱلنَّسأ
َفَسادَ  ُيِحب   َل  َوٱّللَّ ٱلأ ) (And when he 

turns away (from you "O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص "), his effort in the land is to make mischief 

therein and to destroy the crops and the cattle, and Allâh likes not mischief.) 

 (  َوإَِذا َتَولَّى) (And when he turns away): at the time of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), the hypocrites used to talk 

about themselves in order to justify their actions, and if they made a mistake they would cover it 

with their eloquency.  

o (  َتَولَّى): comes from (  ولى), which means to turn away (اعرض), withdraw (تراجع), turn (  فر). 

What will he do after he talks about his ’ goodness’? 

 ( ِض َرأ  no restriction in ,(مطلق الحركة) is freedom in movement (َسَعى  ) :(goes about on earth) (َسَعى   فِى ٱۡلأ

walking. When the hypocrites are with the believers, their focus is to make the believers pleased 

with them. But what does the hypocrite do when he leaves? He doesn’t go back home and read 

Quran, make dua’a, etc. During Tabuk, many hypocrites didn’t participate and there were 3 

believers who didn’t participate either. The believers were crying and asking for repentance, 

whereas the hypocrites were roaming around without any feeling. This shows how much their 

hearts are locked, may Allah (swt) protect us. Ameen. What do they do while roaming about? 

o (ِسدَ  فِيَها  mean? To cause problems and (فسد) what does :(is to make mischief therein) (لُِيفأ

mischief. (فسد) is mentioned in the beginning of Surah Al Baqarah 30 when the angels 

mentioned ( َمآءَ  َوَيۡسفِكُ  فِيَہا ُيۡفِسدُ  َمن فِيَہا أََتۡجَعلُ  َقالُٓوا   ٱلدِّ ) (They said: "Will You place therein those 

who will make mischief therein and shed blood). And the mischief they are doing is 

committing sins ( المعاصي أعمال في يجتهد ). The hypocrites are not peacemakers, they are 

troublemakers in society. The hypocrites are the ones who spread news, rumors, etc in 

order to make people scared, depressed, and lose hope. Anytime you’re feeling sad 

and down, then this is a sign of your faith being down. For example, they send videos 

of people burning, falling, etc. – this only makes people scared and feel bad. In a 

gathering, hypocrites are the one speaking the most, and they like to talk about ‘scary’ 

things in order to put bad thoughts and perspectives in the minds of the people. 

Another example is they hear a person is sick, and the hypocrite will visit him and say ‘I 

know someone who had the same sickness and they died’, subhan Allah. Or they look 

at someone and say you seem really sick, you must have so and so, and if the person 

who hears this has wiswas, then they’ll believe it and start to think they actually have 

something wrong with them. Or a lady’s husband might be travelling a lot, and a 

hypocrite will tell her I know someone whose husband was travelling all the time and 

doing other things. You don’t need to plant a seed of suspicion or bad thoughts in 

anyone. Sins are mischief on the land ( االرض في الفساد هو المعاصي ) – whether a person is 
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sinning against himself (نفسه) or making others to sin (الغير). He will backbite, lie, slander, 

etc. People think they’re boring if they don’t have something to say, but it’s better to 

be quiet and boring than to be a hypocrite, subhan Allah. Hadith: (  هللا رضي هريرة أبي عن

ليصمت أو خيرا   فليقل اآلخر واليوم باهلل يؤمن كان ومن  "   : قال وسلم عليه هللا صلى النبي أن عنه ) (Abu 

Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:  The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "… he 

who believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him speak good or remain silent.") – Al 

Bukhari & Muslim Book 2, Hadith 706.  

o Hadith: ( دِ  َعن   نِ  هللَاِ  َعب  ٍرو، ب   Abdullah bin') ( "  َنَجا َصَمتَ  َمن    "   وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللَاِ  َرُسولُ  َقالَ  َقالَ  َعم 

'Amr narrated that the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said:  "Whoever is silent, he is 

saved.") – At Tirmidhi Book 37, Hadith 2689. Whoever is silent is saved, meaning they 

are observing, they are gathering wisdom and not saying wrong things. It’s better to be 

quiet than to talk and regret. On the contrary, the hypocrites don’t understand. May 

Allah (swt) make us keys of good. Ameen.  

o Surah Ar Room 41: (  لََعلَُهمۡ  َعِملُوا   ٱلَِذى َبۡعضَ  لُِيِذيَقُهم ٱلَناسِ  أَۡيِدى َكَسَبتۡ  بَِما َوٱۡلَبۡحرِ  ٱۡلَبرِّ  فِى ٱۡلَفَسادُ  َظَهرَ 

 Evil (sins and disobedience to Allâh) has appeared on land and sea because of) (َيۡرِجُعونَ 

what the hands of men have earned (by oppression and evil deeds), that He (Allâh) 

may make them taste a part of that which they have done, in order that they may 

return (by repenting to Allâh, and begging His Pardon).) 

o There are problems on the earth like volcanoes, etc, - anything that’s not right is 

because of sins. Any problems in the house are because of the sins of the household. 

Any problem in a marriage is because of the sins of the couple, subhan Allah.  

o The believer who is doing good on the land, when he dies, the earth feels for him and 

the skies cry for him, subhan Allah. Whereas the hypocrites are affecting the 

environment, they’re ‘polluting’ the homes and societies. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) knew 

who the hypocrites were at his time, he had a list of names, but how did he deal with 

them? He left them, he dealt with them as ‘Muslims’. You have to deal with hypocrites 

as Muslims, you can’t separate them from society. But on the Day of Judgement, they 

will be separated from the Sirat. For this reason, you should just worry about yourself, 

you can’t separate, otherwise you’d be judging, and you can’t judge. 

o ( ۗ  َل ثَ  َوٱلنَّسأ َحرأ لِكَ  ٱلأ  ,because of their sins :(and to destroy the crops and the cattle) (َوُيهأ

they will destroy the ( َٱۡلَحۡرث) – the crops, what you harvest. Plants die and will be 

destroyed – this is physical. And the opposite, with good deeds, plants grow, subhan 

Allah. Sins even have an effect on the body – Allah (swt) says protect your deen, 

meaning be obedient, then Allah (swt) will protect you ( يحفظك هللا أحفظ ). He will protect 

your eyes, ears, tongue, mind, organs. There was a scholar who was old and very 

healthy, so they asked him how are you so fit? He said we protected our limbs (from 

disobedience) when we were young, so Allah (swt) protected us now that we are old. 

 are cattle, even the cattle will be destroyed and will die. And for this reason, the (ٱلَنۡسلَ )

hypocrites are the most punished, even more than the idol worshippers, because they 

are not truthful. They say we are Muslims, but they are not Muslims. They say we’re 

talking good, but they want to spread bad. The hypocrites are in the lowest level of the 
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hellfire. The disbelievers are outside, but the hypocrites are within the Muslim society, 

we are mingling with them. We shouldn’t judge others, but just look at ourselves, 

maybe we’re causing problems, subhan Allah. We are not in this life to perfect our 

image in front of the people. We are in this life to perfect our image in front of Allah 

(swt) – there’s a big difference between the people and Allah (swt). So how can you 

help the environment? Bring peace to the house and society – stop sinning, and when 

you sin return back to Allah (swt). The opposite of destruction is barakah. So when 

you’re believing and being obedient, what happens? 

o Surah Al ‘Araf 96: ( ٍت   َعلَۡيِہم لََفَتۡحَنا َوٱَتَقۡوا   َءاَمُنوا   ٱۡلقَُرى ٓ  أَۡهلَ  أَنَ  َولَۡو  ـ  نَ  َبَرَك ِكن َوٱۡۡلَۡرِض  ٱلَسَمآءِ  مِّ ـ   َكَذُبوا   َولَ

ُهم ـ  َيۡكِسُبونَ  َڪاُنوا   بَِما َفأََخۡذَن ) (And if the people of the towns had believed and had the Taqwâ 

(piety), certainly, We should have opened for them blessings from the heaven and the 

earth, but they belied (the Messengers). So We took them (with punishment) for what 

they used to earn (polytheism and crimes).) 

o Faith and taqwa is what Allah (swt) wants – to believe in Him and not follow your 

desires. The hypocrites follow their desires.  

 ( ََفَساد ُ  َل  ُيِحب   ٱلأ
 ,mischief is the cause, and the result is destruction :(and Allâh likes not mischief) (َوٱّللَّ

and this shows that Allah (swt) doesn’t like mischief, He doesn’t like sins because the consequence is 

destruction. Those who spread mischief by sins, then Allah (swt) does not love them. The hypocrites 

might speak well, but their actions are bad – Allah (swt) doesn’t love them. They’re just talk, but 

their actions are mischief, sins. May Allah (swt) protect us. Ameen. This shows us that you shouldn’t 

look at someone at how they speak, but their actions. Don’t talk good about yourself because only 

Allah (swt) knows who’s pure. That’s why with children, it’s not just about speaking to them, but 

setting an example with your actions. In summary, Speak less and act more.  

May Allah (swt) purify our hearts and protect us from hypocrisy. Ameen.  


