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Surah Al Baqarah ( البقرة سورة ) – Ayah 208 

Footsteps of the Shaitan ( الشيطان خطوات ) - Part 2 

Ayah 208 – ( َها ٰٓأَيُّ ـ  ۡلمِ  فِى ٱۡدُخلُوا   َءاَمُنوا   ٱلَِّذينَ  َي   ٱلسِّ
بُِعوا   َوَل  َڪآٰفَّة   نِ  ُخُطَوٲتِ  َتتَّ ـ  ۡيَط   لَڪُمۡ  ۥ إِنَّهُ   ۚٱلشَّ

 
بِين    َعُدو  مُّ ) (O you 

who believe! Enter perfectly in Islâm (by obeying all the rules and regulations of the Islâmic 

religion) and follow not the footsteps of Shaitân (Satan). Verily! He is to you a plain enemy.) 

People are two groups ( فريقان الناس ) 

 Friends of Ar Rahman- The Most Merciful ( الرحمن أولياء ) 

 Friends of the shaitan ( الشيطان أولياء ): the shaitan is always behind them 

 Surah Al ‘Araf 27: ( َبنِى   ـٰ نُ  َيۡفتَِننَّڪُمُ  َل  َدمَ َءا َي ـٰ ۡيَط نَ  أََبَوۡيُكم أَۡخَرجَ  َكَما   ٱلشَّ ةِ  مِّ هُ   َۗسۡوَءٲتِِہَما   لُِيِرَيُهَما لَِباَسُہَما َعۡنُہَما َينِزعُ  ٱۡلَجنَّ  ۥ إِنَّ

ا  َۗتَرۡوَنُہمۡ  َل  َحۡيثُ  ِمنۡ  ۥ َوَقبِيلُهُ  ُهوَ  َيَرٰٮُكمۡ  ِطينَ  َجَعۡلَنا إِنَّ ـٰ َي ُيۡؤِمُنونَ  َل  لِلَِّذينَ  َيا ءَ أَۡولِ  ٱلشَّ ) (O Children of Adam! Let not Shaitân 

(Satan) deceive you, as he got your parents [Adam and Hawwa (Eve)] out of Paradise, stripping them 

of their raiments, to show them their private parts. Verily, he and Qabîluhu (his soldiers from the 

jinn or his tribe) see you from where you cannot see them. Verily, We made the Shayâtin (devils) 

Auliyâ' (protectors and helpers) for those who believe not.) 

o Allah (swt) is addressing all of humanity, don’t let the shaitan put you in a fitna. The 

shaitan can plan, plot, and places steps to follow him. When you follow his steps, then 

you will fall into his trap and you will find your faith decreasing.  

o Don’t let the shaitan affect you just as he took your parents – Adam and Hawwa – out 

of paradise. We need to remember our past history and learn from it. They were in 

paradise, but because they fell into the fitna of the shaitan, they were taken out of 

paradise, and they went down to earth. Fitna takes you down.  

o One of the missions of the shaitan is to make the human naked and shameless with no 

modesty. That’s why Allah (swt) describes the clothes of the dwellers of paradise, He 

tells us you will not be naked there. So this is not one of the traits of the dwellers of 

paradise. The shaitan either wants us to be naked with the people or with Allah (swt), 

meaning without taqwa, no ‘libas at taqwa’, subhan Allah.  

o The moment they ate from the tree, they were exposed. The shaitan wants to pull it off 

and make you see your awra in order to see your shame; he wants to show your faults 

in front of others. The shayateen can see us but we can’t see them. Why are they 

looking at us? To see our faults and weaknesses so they know from what door to enter. 

Imagine someone observing you 24 hours, then of course he will find your faults, 

subhan Allah. The people we spend more time with are the ones who see more of our 

faults. That’s why when you remove your clothes you say ‘Bism Allah’, so that the 

shaitan cannot see. Before entering the bathroom, exiting the bathroom, when 

entering/leaving the house, eating/drinking you need to always remember Allah (swt) 

so that the shaitan cannot see you. Never think the shaitan is a good friend.  

o Allah (swt) makes the shayateen the friends of those who don’t believe. But those who 

believe will be awliya Ar Rahman ( آمنوا الذين ولي هللا ).  
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 Surah An Nahl 98-100: ( ِجيِم  ِن ٱلرَّ ـٰ ۡيَط ِ ِمَن ٱلشَّ ٌن َعلَى ٱلَِّذيَن َءاَمُنواْ ( ٨٩)َفإَِذا َقَرۡأَت ٱۡلقُۡرَءاَن َفٱۡسَتِعۡذ بِٱَّللَّ ـٰ ُه ۥ لَۡيَس لَُه ۥ ُسۡلَط إِنَّ

لُوَن  ِهۡم َيَتَوڪَّ ُنُه ۥ َعلَى ٱلَِّذيَن َيَتَولَّۡوَنُه ۥ َوٱلَِّذيَن ُهم بِِهۦ ُمۡشِرُكوَن ( ٨٨)َوَعلَٰى َربِّ ـٰ َما ُسۡلَط (٠١١)إِنَّ ) (So when you want to 

recite the Qur'ân, seek refuge with Allâh from Shaitân (Satan), the outcast (the cursed one). (98) 

Verily! He has no power over those who believe and put their trust only in their Lord (Allâh). (99) His 

power is only over those who obey and follow him (Satan), and those who join partners with Him 

(Allâh) (100)) 

o You will find goodness in the Quran, but the shaitan doesn’t want you to read it, and if 

you read it he doesn’t want you to understand it, and if you understand it he doesn’t 

want you to apply it, subhan Allah. That’s why Allah (swt) tells us to seek refuge in Him 

from the shaitan, because there is nothing stronger to say.  

o The shaitan doesn’t have authority or power over those who believe and have tawakul 

in Allah (swt). This is an additional characteristic of awliya Ar Rahman, they have 

tawakul, they trust Allah (swt) in all matters. The muttawakileen are 70,000 who enter 

paradise with no torment or account. They are quick to enter paradise because no one 

cut their way in life, they’re always relying on Allah (swt). They’re not depending on the 

means. Opposite of tawakul is stress, tension, and panicking. If they’re in a problem, 

they will say Allah (swt) will take them out. If they’re in the middle of the sea, they will 

say Allah (swt) will take them out.  

o The shaitan has power over those who take the shaitan as a wali and those who 

associate with Allah (swt) another partner.  

Entrances of the shaitan (المداخل) 

First entrance (المدخل األول) – Temptations (الشهوة) 

Second entrance (المدخل الثاني) – Anger (الغضب) 

Third entrance (المدخل الثالث) – Desire (الهوى): 

 This door is the most intense, greater than temptations and anger. Temptations are something 

natural like food, drink, relations, and talking but done excessively. But desire, hawa (الهوى) is when 

Allah (swt) commands you something but you don’t want to it. Surah Al Furqan 43: ( َخذَ  َمنِ  أََرَءۡيتَ  َههُ  ٱتَّ ـٰ  إِلَ

َهَوٰٮهُ  ۥ ) (Have you (O Muhammad SAW) seen him who has taken as his ilâh (god) his own vain desire?) 

 Depending on our hawa, we will speak or not, pray or not. The scholars called hawa – satanic 

 When Iblis was commanded to prostrate to Adam (as), he said You created me from fire .(شيطانية)

and he from clay. Hawa is opposite taqwa. Hawa is to do something regardless whether Allah (swt) 

is happy or not, it’s just according to your mood. Today you feel like praying, tomorrow not, you feel 

like reciting Quran, another time you’re not in the mood for it. Taqwa is being cautious whereas 

hawa is just if it’s appealing to you. Taqwa makes you cautious of the consequences. If someone is 

following their hawa, even if you speak to them a hundred times, they won’t listen. Hawa is doing 

whatever you want without thinking what Allah (swt) wants from you.  

 Hawa makes a person to wrong himself and others, and to go against the rights of his Creator 

because he’s underestimating Him ( خالقه بحق و لغيره و لنفسه ظالما ), subhan Allah. Don’t do good deeds 
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for hawa either, don’t attend the study circles because it suits you. How do you fix this problem? 

Change your intention for the face of Allah (swt). You need to do good deeds with taqwa. What are 

the consequences of hawa (تنائجها)? 

o Disbelief (الكفر): just as Iblis disbelieved.  

o Sins (المعاصي): sins stem from hawa.  

o Innovation (البدعة): people will say I’m doing a worship, but it’s something that is not in 

the Quran and Sunnah. This comes from hawa.  

Steps of the shaitan from the Quran 

 Surah Al An’am 142: ( مِ  َوِمنَ  ـٰ   ٱۡۡلَۡنَع
اَوَفرۡ  َحُمولَة   ا ُڪلُواْ   ۚش   ُ  َرَزَقُكمُ  ِممَّ بُِعواْ  َوَل  ٱَّللَّ نِ  ُخُطَوٲتِ  َتتَّ ـٰ ۡيَط هُ   ۚٱلشَّ بِيٌن   َعُدو    لَُكمۡ  ۥ إِنَّ مُّ ) (And 

of the cattle (are some) for burden (like camels) and (some are) small (unable to carry burden like 

sheep, goats for food, meat, milk, wool). Eat of what Allâh has provided for you, and follow not the 

footsteps of Shaitân (Satan). Surely he is to you an open enemy.) 

 Surah An Noor 21: ( َہا ـٰ أَيُّ بُِعواْ  َل  َءاَمُنواْ  ٱلَِّذينَ  َي نِ  ُخُطَوٲتِ  َتتَّ ـٰ ۡيَط نِ  ُخُطَوٲتِ  بِعۡ َيتَّ  َوَمن  ۚٱلشَّ ـٰ ۡيَط   َۚوٱۡلُمنَكرِ  بِٱۡلَفۡحَشا ءِ  َيۡأُمرُ  ۥ َفإِنَّهُ  ٱلشَّ

ِ  َفۡضلُ  َولَۡوَل  ۡن  ِمنُكم َزَكىٰ  َما ۥ َوَرۡحَمُتهُ  َعلَۡيُكمۡ  ٱَّللَّ ا أََحد   مِّ ِكنَّ  أََبد   ـٰ َ  َولَ ُ   َۗيَشا ءُ  َمن ُيَزكِّى ٱَّللَّ َعلِيٌم   َسِميعٌ  َوٱَّللَّ ) (O you who believe! 

Follow not the footsteps of Shaitân (Satan). And whosoever follows the footsteps of Shaitân (Satan), 

then, verily he commands Al-Fahshâ' [i.e. to commit indecency (illegal sexual intercourse)], and Al-

Munkar [disbelief and polytheism (i.e. to do evil and wicked deeds; and to speak or to do what is 

forbidden in Islâm)]. And had it not been for the Grace of Allâh and His Mercy on you, not one of you 

would ever have been pure from sins. But Allâh purifies (guides to Islâm) whom He wills, and Allâh is 

All-Hearer, All-Knower.) 

o The steps of the shaitan are to command to indecency. There are those following the 

shaitan and not following him, those who follow the shaitan are destroying themselves 

and there are those who are purifying themselves. And this is a favor from Allah (swt). 

Sometimes you think you have overcome the shaitan but he will not give up, he will 

come again. For example, you want to pray the night prayer, and he wants you to go 

back to sleep and you sleep but you get up and pray. The shaitan will then come back 

and remind you of your good deed and say how you defeated him, you’re so strong, 

subhan Allah. Don’t give credit to yourself for anything, it’s all a favor from Allah (swt). 

 The shaitan wants to corrupt us in the deen and manners ( الكثيرة اۡلخالق و الدين فسادإل الشيطان خطوات ).  

The shaitan has seven steps ( سبعة الشيطان خطوات ) 

 He will customize his entrance according to your weakness. If the first step is not working, then he 

will go to the second, and so forth. The scholars said as long as you’re alive then know the shaitan 

will always go against you; he will never give up until you die. And the moment of death will be the 

greatest blow because it’s his last chance. While in the agony in death, the shaitan will come in the 

form of someone you know who passed away like your mother, and she will say after I died I saw 

the truth and this deen is not the truth, istaghfar Allah. That’s why Allah (swt) says in Surah Ibrahim 

27:  ( ُ  ُيَثبِّتُ  ابِتِ  بِٱۡلَقۡولِ  َءاَمُنواْ  ٱلَِّذينَ  ٱَّللَّ
ۡنَيا ٱۡلَحَيٰوةِ  فِى ٱلثَّ ُ  َوُيِضلُّ   ۖٱۡۡلَِخَرةِ  َوفِى ٱلدُّ لِِمينَ  ٱَّللَّ ـٰ ُ  َوَيۡفَعلُ   ۚٱلظَّ َيَشا ءُ  َما ٱَّللَّ ) (Allâh will keep 

firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in this world (i.e. they will keep on 
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worshipping Allâh Alone and none else), and in the Hereafter. And Allâh will cause to go astray those 

who are Zâlimûn (polytheists and wrong-doers, etc.), and Allâh does what He wills) 

1. To disbelieve and associate with Allah (swt) (الكفر و الشرك باَّلل): and again this depends on your 

weakness in these areas. If someone is already disbelieving and is a mushrik, then the shaitan will 

not come to him, he won’t waste his energy on this. That’s why many reverts say before they 

became Muslims there were no whispers of the shaitan, but when they became Muslims there are 

whispers of the shaitan. When a person is thinking about Islam the shaitan will discourage him and 

say you will leave your lifestyle, your gods, etc. When he overcomes and becomes a Muslim, then 

this Muslim wants to do hijrah, and the shaitan will say you want to leave your land and property. 

When he disobeys the shaitan, then the command to do obligations, the shaitan will give a bad 

picture. You want to wear hijab, then your husband will hate you, etc. If the person doesn’t fall in 

disbelief and shirk, meaning his tawheed is strong, then the shaitan will go to the second step.  

May Allah (swt) protect us from the footsteps of the shaitan. Ameen. 

 


