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Surah Al Baqarah ( البقرة سورة ) – Ayah 208 

Footsteps of the Shaitan ( الشيطان خطوات ) - Part 4 

Ayah 208 – ( َها ٰٓأَيُّ ـ  ۡلمِ  فِى ٱۡدُخلُوا   َءاَمُنوا   ٱلَِّذينَ  َي   ٱلسِّ
بُِعوا   َوَل  َڪآٰفَّة   نِ  ُخُطَوٲتِ  َتتَّ ـ  ۡيَط   لَڪُمۡ  ۥ إِنَّهُ   ۚٱلشَّ

 
بِين    َعُدو  مُّ ) (O you 

who believe! Enter perfectly in Islâm (by obeying all the rules and regulations of the Islâmic 

religion) and follow not the footsteps of Shaitân (Satan). Verily! He is to you a plain enemy.) 

Introduction  

 Why is it called ‘footsteps of the shaitan’? Because the shaitan will not take a step without having 

first studied the situation and customized it for every human being. And he will beautify all of his 

steps. The mukhliseen, sincere ones, are the ones whom the shaitan does not have a way.  

 There was a man whose face was full of anger, the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said if this man were to say (  أعوذ

الرجيم الشيطان من باهلل ) (I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed shaitan) – then it would all go away. But 

you need to say it with conviction – it’s not about the words being said but the carrier of those 

words.  

 Surah An Nisa’a 118-120: (  ُ ا  ۘلََّعَنُه ٱهللَّ ُروً۬ا   ۡ ا مَّ يبا  ِذ ََ َن ِذ َبا ن  عذ ِذَذنَّ مذ َََّّ ََ  ََ ََا ُهم  َفلَُيَبَِّّڪُنَّ ( ١١١) َو َُمَرنَّ ََ ُهم  َو َينَّ َُمنِّ ََ ُهم  َو لَّنَّ ًُ۬ذ ََ َو

 َ ََ مذ َو ـٰ َع
َن   َ ذ َءاَذاَن ٱ َ  ٱهللَّ ل  َِ ُرنَّ  ُمم  َفلَُيَييِّ ا  ُۚمَرنَّ بذينا  ا مب

َرانا  س  ُِ َر  سذ َِ   ِ ذ َفَق ونذ ٱهللَّ ُِ ا مِّن 
َن َولذياا  ـٰ َط ي  ِذذذ ٱلشَّ م  ( ١١١) َوَمن َيََّّ يمذ

ُهم  َوُيَمنِّ ُِ  َوَما  َۖيعذ

ا  ُن إذَّلَّ ُغُرورا ـٰ َط ي  ُهُم ٱلشَّ ُِ (١٢١)َيعذ ) (Allâh cursed him. And he [Shaitân (Satan)] said: "I will take an appointed 

portion of your slaves; (118) Verily, I will mislead them, and surely, I will arouse in them false 

desires; and certainly, I will order them to slit the ears of cattle, and indeed I will order them to 

change the nature created by Allâh." And whoever takes Shaitân (Satan) as a Walî (protector or 

helper) instead of Allâh, has surely suffered a manifest loss. (119) He [Shaitan (Satan)] makes 

promises to them, and arouses in them false desires; and Shaitan's (Satan) promises are nothing but 

deceptions. (120)) 

o The best to tell us about the shaitan is our Creator. Allah (swt) cursed the shaitan, so he 

is far from the mercy of Allah (swt). The shaitan misbehaved with Allah (swt), and he 

said he will take a decreed share from the servants of Allah (swt), subhan Allah. He will 

take servants that will be his awliya. Allah (swt) knows that not everyone will go to 

paradise, there are people who will be awliya of the shaitan, may Allah (swt) protect 

us. Ameen.  

o Then the shaitan said he will take a share by surely misleading them and giving them 

false hope – he will tell the people Allah (swt) will forgive you, you’re going to paradise, 

he wants to make you feel good about yourself. To feel confident about yourself is one 

of the tricks of the shaitan, you are a servant of Allah (swt), you need to seek help from 

Him, not yourself, subhan Allah. The trick of the shaitan is to make you feel good while 

you’re wrong.  

o The shaitan will command them after misguidance, and they you will be awliya of the 

shaitan. The shaitan will even command them to make holes in the animals ears, really 

doing things that are opposite to the fitra, to the natural instinct. The shaitan will 

command them to change themselves and their features, to change their eyes, nose, 
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even to cut their bones. People are paying money to even be companions of the 

shaitan, subhan Allah. The shaitan will make you feel ugly, and he will tell you Allah is 

Jameel, and He loves beauty or you need to obey your husband, so you need to make 

yourself pretty otherwise he’ll divorce you and marry another – the shaitan is very 

good with giving you future scenarios, subhan Allah. Then he’ll make you change 

yourself, and he’ll send someone to tell you they did it and nothing happened to them, 

and you’ll assume it to be the answer to your istikhara, subhan Allah. He’s very 

deceiving and he only makes false promises.  

The shaitan has seven steps ( سبعة الشيطان خطوات ) 

1. To disbelieve and associate with Allah (swt) (الكۡر و الشرَ باهلل): this destroys ikhlas 

2. Bida’a / innovation (بِعة): this destroys following the Sunnah, so the first two are destroying the 

testimony of faith – ( هللا رسوَ محمِ هلل اَّل اله َّل ) 

3. Major sins (الكبائر): what are the major sins? Anything mentioned in the Quran and Sunnah with a 

punishment linked to it in the duniya and akhira, then it’s a major sin. Some of the greatest major 

sins are magic and disobedience to parents. The one who is disobedient to parents will see his 

punishment both in the duniya and akhira. May Allah (swt) make us obedient to them, especially 

when they get older. You can’t say uff to them and you need to speak to them generously, don’t be 

concise with them. Just as you speak with your friends, you need to speak more generously with 

your parents. If you fall into the major sins then you need to repent and feel regret.  

4. Minor sins (الِيائر): if the shaitan is unable to make you drink, commit adultery, backbite, be 

disobedient to parents, etc – then he will work on the minor sins but don’t underestimate them. A 

minor sin doesn’t have a specific punishment associated with it, but it can lead to major sins. For 

example, not lowering your gaze is a minor sin, but it can lead to major sin. Or speaking to men very 

soft is minor, but it can lead to major. The shaitan likes to work on minor sins because you’ll think 

it’s not so bad, maybe you got angry, or reacted etc. Hadith: ( ََ  ََالَت   َعائذَشَة، َعن   َُ  لذي ََا ذ  َرُسو  هللا ِلى ـ هللاَّ

َذ  َعائذَشةُ  َيا  "    :  ـ وسلم عليه ا َذ  َوُمَحقََّراتذ  إذيَّ َما نَ  لََها َفإذنَّ  اََع  ذ  مذ ا هللاَّ  It was narrated that ‘Aishah said: “The) ("  َطالذبا

Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said to me: ‘O ‘Aishah, beware of (evil) deeds that are regarded as 

insignificant, for they have a pursuer from Allah. (i.e. accountability).”) – Sunan Ibn Majah Book 37, 

Hadith 4384 and hadith: ( َرَة، أَبذي َعن   َذ  َعن   ُهَري  ذ  َرُسو ََ  وسلم عليه هللا ِلى هللاَّ َِ  إذنَّ   "  ََا َ  إذَذا ال َعب  َطأ  ِ يَئةا  أَ طذ ََّت   َِ  ََل بذهذ  فذي ُنكذ

ََّة   اءُ  ُنك  َِ َۡرَ  َنَزعَ  ُهوَ  َفإذَذا َسو  ََّي  ََ  َوََّابَ  َواس  يَِ  َعاَِ  َوإذن   ََل ُبهُ  ُسقذ لُوَ  َحََّّى فذيَها زذ انُ  َوُهوَ  ََل َبهُ  ََّع  ُ  َذَكرَ  الَّذذي الرَّ َ   كلَّ   )   :  هللاَّ  َعلَى َرانَ  َب

م   ُبونَ  َكاُنوا َما َُلُوبذهذ سذ  said: “Verily, when (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Abu Hurairah narrated that: the Messenger of Allah) ("   (  َيك 

the slave (of Allah) commits a sin, a black spot appears on his heart. When he refrains from it, seeks 

forgiveness and repents, his heart is polished clean. But if he returns, it increases until it covers his 

entire heart. And that is the ‘Ran’ which Allah mentioned: Nay, but on their hearts is the Ran which 

they used to earn.) – At Tirmidhi Book 47, Hadith 3654. Small sins are black dots in the heart until it 

kills the heart. And the shaitan will tell you the good deeds remove the bad deeds – he will tell you 

you’re learning Quran, you’re praying, you’re doing umrah. He will tell you you’re better than the 

rest, others are doing major sins, you’re not, istaghfar Allah. Though they are called minor sins but 

our attitude makes them major. There are people on the Sirat who will fall into the hellfire because 

of minor sins.  How can a minor sin become major? 



 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
Surah Al Baqarah ( البقرة سورة )  
19 May 2015 – 01 Shaban 1436 

 
Page 3 

o In your eyes it’s very small (ََّهون عين): if it’s small in your eyes, then it’s big. The more 

you see the sin as small in your eyes, it will be big with Allah (swt), subhan Allah. Why? 

Because you’re underestimating Allah (swt) and His disobedience, you need to see how 

great the One you have disobeyed. When you do something wrong, you should feel it’s 

not right. For example, you might say something wrong to someone, you feel it in your 

heart, but the person didn’t think you said something wrong, it doesn’t mean you 

didn’t do wrong. What you feel inside is what matters, don’t justify it for yourself.  

Hadith: (   : فقاَ واإلثم البر عن وسلم عليه هللا ِلى هللا رسوَ سألت  : َاَ عنه هللا رً۬ي سمعان بن النواس وعن

الناس عليه يطلع أن وكرهت نۡسَ في حاَ ما  : واإلثم الِل ، حسن البر“ ”) (Nawwas bin Sam'an (May 

Allah be pleased with him) reported: I asked Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) about virtue 

and sin, and he said, "Virtue is noble behaviour, and sin is that which creates doubt and 

you do not like people to know about it.") – Muslim Book 1, Hadith 624 

o Persistence on the sin (اِرار): you don’t feel guilty when doing it, and you say I will do 

extra prayer, or read Quran, to make up for it. And the problem is you get used to the 

sin. Surah Al Imran 135: ( ينَ  حذَشةا  َفَعلُوا   إذَذا َوٱلَّذذ ـٰ َ  َذَكُروا   أَنَُۡسُمم   َظلَُمٓوا   أَو   َف َُۡروا   ٱهللَّ ََّي  م   َفٱس  ۡذرُ  َوَمن لذُذُنوبذهذ  َيي 

ُنوبَ  ُ  إذَّلَّ  ٱلذب وا   َولَم   ٱهللَّ رب ِذ لَُمونَ  ُهم  وَ  َفَعلُوا   َما َعلَىٰ  ُي َيع  ) (And those who, when they have committed 

Fahishah (illegal sexual intercourse) or wronged themselves with evil, remember Allâh 

and ask forgiveness for their sins; - and none can forgive sins but Allâh - And do not 

persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know) – we need to always seek 

forgiveness from Allah (swt). 

o To talk about your sin to others (المجاهرة): you don’t need to tell others that you 

disobeyed and did so and so. Hadith: ( تُ  ع  َرَة، أََبا َسمذ َُ  ُهَري  تُ  َيقُو ع  ََ  َسمذ ذ  َرُسو  وسلم عليه هللا ِلى هللاَّ

 َُ َب   "   َيقُو َّذي ُك يَن، إذَّلَّ  ُمَعافاى أُمَّ رذ نَ  َوإذنَّ  ال ُمَجاهذ ََ  أَن   ال َمَجاَنةذ  مذ َم َُ  َيع  ُج َذ  الرَّ بذحَ  ُثمَّ  َعَملا، بذاللَّي   ِ ِ   ُي ََ ُ، َسَََّرهُ  َو  هللاَّ

 ََ ل تُ  فُلَنُ  َيا َفَيقُو َحةَ  َعمذ ِ   َوَكَذا، َكَذا ال َبارذ ََ َُُّرهُ  َباتَ  َو بذحُ  َرببهُ  َيس   ِ فُ  َوُي شذ رَ  َيك   َّ ذ  سذ هُ  هللاَّ  Narrated Abu) ("  َعن 

Huraira: I heard Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) saying. "All the sins of my followers will be 

forgiven except those of the Mujahirin (those who commit a sin openly or disclose their 

sins to the people). An example of such disclosure is that a person commits a sin at 

night and though Allah screens it from the public, then he comes in the morning, and 

says, 'O so-and-so, I did such-and-such (evil) deed yesterday,' though he spent his night 

screened by his Lord (none knowing about his sin) and in the morning he removes 

Allah's screen from himself.") - Sahih al-Bukhari 6069 You need to feel that the shaitan 

is a true enemy, he never gets bored, he never sleeps, people can change. An enemy 

can become a friend and a friend can become an enemy, but the shaitan is an enemy, 

point.  

5. Wasting time in what is permissible (الَّوسع في المباحات): if the person is repenting after sinning, then 

the shaitan will make him waste his time in what is permissible, like eating, drinking, socializing, 

shopping, beautifying, talking, work, cooking, cleaning, etc. For example, a businessman is spending 

his whole day working, and the shaitan will tell him you need to earn money in order to give charity. 

The shaitan will make you do what is permissible on a maximum scale. For example, going to the 

shopping mall for no reason and you will spend so much time just to get one thing. Or you love 

cooking and the shaitan will tell you this is charity for your family so you’re spending the whole day 
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cooking in the kitchen, and then you will admire the food, take pictures of eat, and send it, subhan 

Allah. Another example is wasting time on social media, and the shaitan will tell you you’re doing 

dawah, but you’re just jumping from one thing to another, that’s why it’s called ‘web’, subhan Allah. 

The time that’s spent without remembering Allah (swt) will be regret on the Day of Judgment, 

istaghfar Allah. Even as Ramadan is approaching, he will make you occupied with thinking about 

food and socializing because he knows he can’t come in Ramadan. Those who waste are the 

brothers of the shaitan- Surah Al Isra’a 27: ( ينَ  إذنَّ  رذ
ُمَبذِّ َوٲنَ  َكاُنٓوا   ٱل   ِ

ينذ  إذ طذ ـٰ َي نُ  َوَكانَ   ۖٱلشَّ ـٰ َط ي  هذۦ ٱلشَّ ا لذَربِّ َكُۡورا  ) (Verily, 

spendthrifts are brothers of the Shayatîn (devils), and the Shaitân (Devil Satan) is ever ungrateful to 

his Lord). And you will find that after wasting time, performing the worships will be heavy for you. 

Everyone knows their weakness so there needs to be moderation in everything. You might spend 

one hour chatting and then you try to spend the same amount time in worship, for example to read 

the Quran, and then your eyes start to get sleepy, and the shaitan tells you it’s bad to read while 

you’re sleepy, subhan Allah.  

6. To be occupied with deeds that are less rewarding (ًَ۬اَّلنشياَ بالمًۡ۬وَ على الۡا): for example, there 

are two deeds in front you, one is less rewarding than the other, so the shaitan will make you 

occupied with the one that is less reward. The shaitan’s mission is to make the person be in the 

hellfire forever, and if not, then in some level in the hellfire for some time, and if not, then to make 

him have a lower level in paradise. There are so many hadiths about what are the best deeds that 

Allah (swt) loves. For example, in Ramadan, the best deeds are to be occupied with the Quran, not 

hadith. And the best deeds are the obligatory, and in Ramadan you find people are worrying about 

the taraweeh, and they might miss or delay their obligatory, subhan Allah. Another example, the 

best charity is when you spend on your household, and people are spending on others. If someone 

in the family is poor, then it’s more rewarding to give to them than to someone outside. Praying on 

time and obedience to parents are even better than acquiring knowledge. To keep the kith and kin 

are the most beloved to Allah (swt), and deeds that are little though constant. Also, the most 

beloved words to Allah (swt) are ( العظيم هللا سبحان و بحمِه و هللا سبحان ) (How perfect Allah is and I praise 

Him; and How perfect Allah is the Most Great). Another example is a person wants to learn religious 

knowledge, and the best knowledge is Who is Allah (swt), Aqeedah, Quran, then hadith. But the 

shaitan will tell you learn Arabic and then you can go to aqeedah and Quran, but how can you 

guarantee that you will have time then. You need to look at which knowledge is the best. The 

shaitan wants you to be occupied with details like grammar and fiqh, subhan Allah.  

May Allah (swt) protect us from the footsteps of the shaitan. Ameen. 

 


