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Surah Al Baqarah ( البقرة سورة ) – Ayah 208 

Footsteps of the Shaitan ( الشيطان خطوات ) - Part I 

Introduction 

 We need ikhlas in everything we do and we especially need ikhlas in defeating our enemy – the 

shaitan. The shaitan has no power over the mukhliseen.  

Ayah 208 – ( َها ٰٓأَيُّ ـ  ۡلمِ  فِى ٱۡدُخلُوا   َءاَمُنوا   ٱلَِّذينَ  َي   ٱلسِّ
بُِعوا   َوَل  َڪآٰفَّة   نِ  ُخُطَوٲتِ  َتتَّ ـ  ۡيَط   لَڪُمۡ  ۥ إِنَّهُ   ۚٱلشَّ

 
بِين    َعُدو  مُّ ) (O you 

who believe! Enter perfectly in Islâm (by obeying all the rules and regulations of the Islâmic 

religion) and follow not the footsteps of Shaitân (Satan). Verily! He is to you a plain enemy.) 

 (  َها ٱلَِّذينَ  َءاَمُنوا ٰٓ أَيُّ ـ   Allah (swt) is addressing the believers. You would think that :(!O you who believe) (َي

everyone would be addressed regarding the shaitan, but in this case it is the believers.  

 ( ِۡلم  When you speak, when you are silent, when you act – you need to :(enter in Islam) (ٱۡدُخلُوا   فِى ٱلسِّ

submit to Allah (swt). When you face any decree in this life, you need to submit to Allah (swt). The 

word ( ِۡلم  war’. Allah (swt) wants you to have‘ (حرب) linguistically means ‘peace’ and its opposite is (ٱلسِّ

peace in this life. ( ِۡلم  means Islam, but the believers have already entered Islam, so why is it being (ٱلسِّ

mentioned? 

 ( 
 means to enter and submit completely to every detail of the deen. For example, I’ll :(entirely) (َڪآٰفَّة  

pray and fast, but don’t tell me to pardon. This is not entering completely. Allah (swt) is making us 

aware of the deen when we’re ready for submission, for example you hear about this voluntary 

prayer, so you enter, or you hear about a certain character, so you enter. And Allah (swt) will bring 

this forward to you with knowledge. The word ( 
 (ة) which means ‘all’, but (كاف) comes from (َڪآٰفَّة  

makes it exaggerated. We have reached the level where we can’t just pick and choose what we want 

to take from the lesson, but we need to take it entirely. But what makes people to not enter Islam 

entirely? Our desires, our nafs. Our nafs is more powerful the shaitan. Our nafs is preventing us from 

paradise, the shaitan is just giving ideas. We don’t want to use the Quran and Sunnah to pick what 

we want or just use it to attack people – this is all incorrect. Allah (swt) knows our intentions. For 

example, if you have a problem with someone, you will go and send her all the hadiths that she’s in 

the wrong and you’re in the right, Allah (swt) knows our intentions. Even in the morning/evening 

supplications we say ( شركه و الشيطان شر من و نفسي شر من بك أعوذ اني اللهم ) (O Allah I seek refuge in You 

from the evil of myself and from the evil of the shaitan). The nafs is mentioned before the shaitan.  

 ( ۚ  ِن ـ  ۡيَط بُِعوا   ُخُطَوٲتِ  ٱلشَّ  who’s following the steps :(.and follow not the footsteps of Shaitân (Satan)) (َوَل  َتتَّ

of the shaitan, our nafs, we are. Before we were created, he’s our enemy but we’re following his 

steps, subhan Allah. What’s preventing us from entering Islam entirely? Our nafs and if we are not 

defeating our nafs then we will follow the steps of the shaitan, subhan Allah. Why should we not 

follow the shaitan? 

 (  بِين   مُّ
 
هُ  ۥ لَڪُمۡ  َعُدو   he’s a clear enemy of ours, if the shaitan and :(Verily! He is to you a plain enemy) (إِنَّ

your nafs make a ‘peace treaty’ then you become ‘awliya al shaitan’ – companion of the shaitan. 

May Allah (swt) protect us. The shaitan is not our wali, Allah (swt) is our Wali. The opposite of wali is 
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enemy and this is the shaitan for us. The shaitan wants us to be sad and to be the worst of creation, 

subhan Allah. Every morning when we wake-up, there is an angel and devil, the angel says start your 

day with good, the shaitan says start your day with evil, whether it’s thinking bad about someone, 

talking back to someone, etc. And the same happens before you sleep. He will remind you what so 

and so said to you, etc. Even when you wake up in the middle night and you want to pray qiyam al 

layl, the shaitan will come and say go back to sleep, you’re tired, just sleep another five minutes, and 

the angel says Allah (swt) is calling you pray, and it depends on which voice is stronger, you have to 

see who is your wali? Subhan Allah. That’s why we want Allah (swt) to be our Wali, the shaitan is not 

our wali, he’s our enemy. The shaitan comes to us in a very convincing way, very diplomatic, he will 

try to make you follow his steps, but he doesn’t have power over you. If you cannot defeat your 

nafs, then you will follow the shaitan. The shaitan will never, ever like us. Never think if you follow 

him he will like you. In the Quran, Allah (swt) says He is the Wali of the believers, but for the 

disbelievers there are no walis for them. On the Day of Judgement the shaitan will free himself from 

you, he will say they followed me. The shaitan already knows that he’s going to the hellfire. Even the 

magicians who are following the shaitan, still the shaitan will not like them, on the Day of 

Judgement he will free himself from them. The shaitan is truly deceiving. Don’t be heedless, when 

you’re heedless the shaitan will come.  

Footsteps of the Shaitan ( الشيطان خطوات ) 

 For every human, there are four roads he can take. They are right, left, front, and back.  Whichever 

direction you take, you will find the shaitan there, subhan Allah.  

 Way of disobedience (طريق المعصية): If you want to commit a sin, though you haven’t done it yet, 

who’s watching you? The shaitan. The shaitan flows in our veins so he knows our weaknesses. For 

example, you want to backbite, you want to talk bad, you want to skip the prayer, etc: 

o the shaitan will encourage you  

o he will give you suggestions 

o he will be at your service, free of charge 

o he will beautify the sin, he will say of course you need to talk back, what about your 

honor, etc? 

 Way of obedience (طريق الطاعة): if you want to do a good deed, like you want to give charity, pray 

voluntary, recite Quran, etc.: 

o the shaitan will discourage you 

o make it very ugly and difficult on you: he will say you’re tired now, people are waiting, 

etc, he will delay until you don’t do it, subhan Allah. That’s why Allah (swt) tells us to 

hasten to do the good deeds.  

o Put obstacles: sometimes even when you want to pray, the children will start crying.  

 Surah Al ‘Araf 14-17: ( َمآ أَۡغَوۡيَتنِى ََلَۡقُعَدنَّ لَهُۡم ِصَرٲَطَك َقاَل َفبِ ( ٤١)َقاَل إِنََّك ِمَن ٱۡلُمنَظِريَن ( ٤١)َقاَل أَنِظۡرنِٓى إِلَٰى َيۡوِم ُيۡبَعُثوَن 

نِِہۡم َوَعن َشَمآٮ ِلِِهمۡ ( ٤١)ٱۡلُمۡسَتقِيَم  ـٰ ۢن َبۡيِن أَۡيِديِہۡم َوِمۡن َخۡلفِِهۡم َوَعۡن أَۡيَم ُهم مِّ ِكِريَن  ُۖثمَّ ََلَتَِينَّ ـٰ ۡم َش ُُ ُِِد أَۡكَثَر ََ َت (٤١) َو ) ((Iblîs) said: 

"Allow me respite till the Day they are raised up (i.e. the Day of Resurrection)." (14) (Allâh) said: 

"You are of those respited." (15) (Iblîs) said: "Because You have sent me astray, surely I will sit in 

wait against them (human beings) on Your Straight Path (16) Then I will come to them from before 
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them and behind them, from their right and from their left, and You will not find most of them as 

thankful ones (i.e. they will not be dutiful to You)." (17)) 

o Iblis didn’t follow the command of Allah (swt) to prostrate to Adam (as). After he was 

cast out, he asked for time until the Day of Judgement. Imagine how he accuses Allah 

(swt) with misguidance, istaghfar Allah. Allah (swt) never misleads, He guides, but 

because of the sickness in Iblis Allah (swt) knew that he cannot be a worshipper. The 

tests reveal your inside. May Allah (swt) never deprive us from good deeds. If we are 

stopped from a good deed then it means Allah (swt) doesn’t want that deed from us. 

May Allah (swt) protect us. Ameen.  

o The shaitan said I will sit on Your Straight Path, he wants to discourage us from the 

Straight Path which to obey Allah (swt) and not disobey Him.  

o Then he will come to us from the front, from the back, from the right, and from the 

left. These are the four directions we’re going in our life. And what else did he say? You 

will not find the majority of them grateful. The shaitan doesn’t want us to be grateful, 

he wants us to be ungrateful. Ingratitude is the goal of the shaitan, why? Because if 

you’re grateful then the Allah (swt) will increase you. If you’re so grateful with Allah 

(swt) in everything, even with calamities, then you’re balanced, you’re at peace and the 

shaitan doesn’t want you to be at peace. Hadith: ( بِي   َقالَ  َقالَ  َعبَّاٍس، اْبنِ  َعنِ   عليه هللا صلى النَّ

لَِها أَْكَثرُ  َفإَِذا النَّارَ  أُِريتُ   "  وسلم ُْ َساءُ  أَ ِ  أََيْكفُْرنَ  قِيلَ   .  "  َيْكفُْرنَ  النِّ  لَوْ  اإلِْحَساَن، َوَيْكفُْرنَ  اْلَعِشيَر، َيْكفُْرنَ   "  َقالَ  بِاّللَّ

ُُنَّ  إِلَى أَْحَسْنتَ  رَ الدَّ  إِْحَدا  :Narrated Ibn 'Abbas (ra)) ("  َقط   َخْيًرا ِمْنكَ  َرأَْيتُ  َما َقالَتْ  َشْيًئا ِمْنكَ  َرأَتْ  ُثمَّ  ُْ

The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: "I was shown the Hell-fire and that the majority of its dwellers 

were women who were ungrateful." It was asked, "Do they disbelieve in Allah?" (or are 

they ungrateful to Allah?) He replied, "They are ungrateful to their husbands and are 

ungrateful for the favors and the good (charitable deeds) done to them. If you have 

always been good (benevolent) to one of them and then she sees something in you 

(not of her liking), she will say, 'I have never received any good from you.") – Sahih al-

Bukhari 29 (العشير) Means anyone you’re close to you, whether spouse, children, 

parents, etc. We don’t appreciate those close to us, when they make a mistake we 

clash but we need to overlook. When we don’t overlook the faults of others then we’re 

ungrateful. All your life that person is helping you and one slip you will complain and 

make it a big problem, subhan Allah, that’s why we need to do so much charity.  

o No one’s behavior, attitude, or manners are perfect but you need to overlook it and 

not talk about it because if you talk about it then you’ve made the shaitan happy. You 

have everything nice and the shaitan will point at one thing and magnify it and it will be 

bad in your eyes. The ultimate goal of the shaitan is to make us ungrateful.  

o There are two directions that the shaitan doesn’t have power – above and below 

because that is exclusively for Allah (swt). Why? Because when you make dua’a to Allah 

(swt), the shaitan cannot come in between from above. And he will not come from 

below because when you make sujood this is the closest place between you and Allah 

(swt), subhan Allah.  

o Why does the shaitan come between us and the people? Because he wants to spoil the 

relationship, but if your relationship is so strong with Allah (swt), he won’t be able to 
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disturb it. And the more pious you are, the more the shaitan will come. He will come to 

the worshipper, to those doing good. When you’re separated then the shaitan will be 

able to overcome you. That’s why the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) encouraged us being in a group.  

o The shaitan will not come between you and Allah (swt) because Allah (swt) is your 

Wali, and this shows you ( هللا اَ اله َ ). No one can disconnect that connection between 

you and Allah (swt) unless you cut it.  

Entrance of the shaitan (المداخل) 

 Before the shaitan enters, he will scan you, except your heart, he cannot see inside your heart. From 

this, he knows which road he should take with you, subhan Allah.  

 The shaitan will enter from three doors, so you need to be extra careful and put a ‘lock’ on these 

doors:  

First entrance (المدخل األول) – Temptations (الشهوة): 

 The shaitan is entering this door for the majority of people, though it is less severe compared to the 

other doors, subhan Allah.  

 Temptations include food, drink, and relations, and the majority fall into this without realizing. It 

makes the person think what will I eat, what will I drink, what will we do, etc. Surah Al Baqarah 168: 

( َها ٓأَي  ـٰ ا ُكلُواْ  ٱلنَّاسُ  َي لًا  ٱَۡلَۡرِض  فِى ِممَّ ـٰ ا َحلَ ًبا ََ  َطيِّ بُِعواْ  َو نِ  ُخُطَوٲتِ  َتتَّ ـٰ ۡيَط هُ   ۚٱلشَّ بِين   َعُدو ا  لَُكمۡ  ۥ إِنَّ م  ) (O mankind! Eat of that 

which is lawful and good on the earth, and follow not the footsteps of Shaitân (Satan). Verily, he is 

to you an open enemy) 

o We need to not only eat halal food, but also pure food, something natural not 

processed and artificial.  

o Then Allah (swt) tells us don’t follow the footsteps of the shaitan and this shows us the 

relation between food and footsteps of the shaitan. If you eat haram, then it will make 

you follow the shaitan. Don’t think it’s just food but eating halal/pure food affects your 

worship. When you eat pure food, then your worship will be pure. Surah Al Mu’minoon 

51: ( َہا ٓأَي  ـٰ ُسلُ  َي تِ  ِمنَ  ُكلُواْ  ٱلر  ـٰ َب يِّ لًِحا َوٱۡعَملُواْ  ٱلطَّ ـٰ َعلِيم ا  َتۡعَملُونَ  بَِما إِنِّى  َۖص ) (O (you) Messengers! Eat of 

the Taiyyibât [all kinds of Halâl (lawful) foods (meat of slaughtered eatable animals, 

milk products, fats, vegetables, fruits, etc.], and do righteous deeds. Verily! I am Well-

Acquainted with what you do.) – Allah (swt) even commanded the messengers to eat 

pure food and do righteous good deeds.  

o The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said don’t eat until you’re full, it’s not because it’s a diet, but 

because it affects your worship and deeds, subhan Allah. We are eating to worship, we 

are not living to eat.  

 The scholars called this type of temptation (بهيمية) – cattle like. To eat and drink are natural, but we 

can’t eat and drink whatever we want. Sometimes we’re eating while not hungry. If the person 

enters this door then he will be wronging himself ( لنفسه ظالما ), it will affect your health, body, and 

worship. If you take that sweet just like that, you’re just spoiling yourself and making yourself 

imbalanced. Even with children or someone sick, we think feeding them is showing them love, but 

we’re just spoiling the people, subhan Allah. It’s affecting our manners. Allah (swt) told Adam (as) all 
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of paradise is for you, except one tree. And the desire goes towards that one tree, and so the 

shaitan comes from this direction, from the direction of food, subhan Allah. This is the widest door 

and most people are falling into it, subhan Allah. And it leads to two sicknesses ultimately: 

o Greed (الحرص): without realizing you’ll become greedy.  

o Miser (البخل): he’s only thinking about himself and not others. You don’t want to give 

charity, you don’t want to give a smile.  

Second entrance (المدخل الثاني) – Anger (الغضب): 

 This door is more intense than the first, and the scholars called it (سبعية) – beast like.  You are not 

only destroying yourself but others ( لغيره و لنفسه ظالما ). When you’re angry you don’t see clearly, you 

don’t see who you’re talking to. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said don’t be angry and he repeated it three 

times.  

 When you’re angry, then change positions, go for a walk, at least don’t wrong others. When we’re 

angry we say things and we’ll regret it afterwards. This type of anger is for desire, it’s for your ego. 

Don’t give an excuse that this person is angry so you need to be angry.  

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was walking with Abu Bakr (ra) and someone was arguing with him, when Abu 

Bakr (ra) was quiet, an angel was defending him on his behalf, but as soon as he talked back, then 

the angel left and the shaitan came, subhan Allah. So the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) left.  

 The consequence of anger is: 

o Pride (العِب) 

o Arrogance (الكبر), to be cont’d in sha’a Allah  

May Allah (swt) make us of the mukhliseen and shakireen. Ameen. 

 


