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Surah Al Isra’a ( اإلسراء سورة ) – Ayat 1 to 3   

Introduction 

 Hadith: ( بِي   َكانَ  َعائَِشة   َقالَت   َرأَ  َحتَّى فَِراِشهِ  َعلَى َيَنام   لَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ َرائِيلَ  َبنِي َيق  َمرَ  إِس  َوالز  ) (Narrated 'Aishah: 

"The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) would not sleep until he recited Surat Bani Isra'il (Isra’a) and Az-Zumar.") – At 

Tirmidhi Book 45, Hadith 3170 

 Hadith: ( (آية ألف من خير آية فيها ويقول المسبحات يقرأ حتى ينام ل كان: )  سلم و عليه هللا صلى هللا رسول قال ) (“The 

Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) didn't sleep until he recited the Musabbihaat (starting with the praise of 

Allah) and said in them is a verse better than 1000 verses.” (At Tirmidhi, Hadith #2712)) - ذيالترم رواه 

2112/  األلباني وصححه  

 The surahs that begin with tasbeeh are : Surat Al Isra’a  (The Night Journey), Surat Al Hadeed (Iron), 

Surat Al Hashr (Gathering), Surat Al Saf (Ranks), Surat Al Juma’a (Friday), Surat At Taghabun (Mutual 

Loss and Gain), Surat Al A’ala (The Most High) ( األعلى ، التغابن ، الجمعة ، الصف ، الحشر ، الحديد ، اإلسراء ) 

 Surah Al Isra’a is a Meccan surah and in this Surah the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) crossed from Mecca to 

Jerusalem and above to the seven heavens in one night. It takes months just to travel from Mecca 

and Jerusalem at the time. This Surah shows that Allah (swt) is able to do anything and this Surah 

mentions the Quran many times. ‘Isra’a’ means to travel at night, but a gentle journey. It also means 

to remove distress. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) went through a difficult period after losing his beloved wife 

Khadija (ra), and his uncle Abi Talib. He also faced difficulties with the people, especially at the 

incident of Taif, where they throw stones at him and made him bleed. Allah (swt) is consoling the 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) if the inhabitants of the earth are forsaking you, the inhabitants of the heavens are 

welcoming you, subhan Allah. The Quran takes you on a journey in little time and it truly removes all 

the distress from you.  

 This Surah is also called ‘Banu Israel’ for the way they treated their messengers and having 

mistreated the book given to them.  

 Surah Al Isra’a is connected to Surah An Nahl, at the end of Surah An Nahl, Allah (swt) is giving 

console to the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) from the disbelievers. And in the beginning of Surah Al Isra’a, Allah 

(swt) is telling His Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) that he’s able to make you to travel in no time. It’s a blessing for 

the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) when Allah (swt) took him to the heavens.  

Ayah 1 – ( نَ  ـٰ   بَِعۡبِدِهۦ أَۡسَرىٰ  ٱلَِّذى   ُسۡبَح
نَ  لَۡيل ا َرۡكَنا ٱلَِّذى ٱۡۡلَۡقَصا ٱۡلَمۡسِجدِ  إِلَى ٱۡلَحَرامِ  ٱۡلَمۡسِجدِ  مِّ ـٰ تَِنا   ِمۡن  ۥ لُِنِرَيهُ  ۥ َحۡولَهُ  َب ـٰ   َۚءاَي

هُ  ِميعُ  ُهوَ  ۥ إِنَّ ٱۡلَبِصيرُ  ٱلسَّ ) (Glorified (and Exalted) is He (Allâh) [above all that (evil) they associate 

with Him]. Who took His slave (Muhammad SAW) for a journey by night from Al-Masjid-al-

Harâm (at Makkah) to Al-Masjid-al-Aqsa (in Jerusalem), the neighbourhood whereof We have 

blessed, in order that We might show him (Muhammad SAW) of Our Ayât (proofs, evidences, 

lessons, signs, etc.). Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer) 

 ( 
نَ  ٱلَِّذى   أَۡسَرىٰ  بَِعۡبِدِهۦ لَۡيل ا ـٰ  Glorified (and Exalted) is He (Allâh) [above all that (evil) they associate) (ُسۡبَح

with Him]. Who took His slave (Muhammad SAW) for a journey by night): Allah (swt) is glorifying 

Himself, He’s negating all imperfection from Himself. Never think that anything is difficult for Allah 
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(swt), never think that Allah (swt) is unable to do anything. When you see something amazing and 

overwhelming, you say ‘subhan Allah’. Allah (swt) took the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) on a journey from across 

and above to the seven heavens in no time. Allah (swt) is honoring the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) by calling him 

 His servant. This is a very high status when a person reaches this level of servitude. Allah – (َعۡبِدهِ )

(swt) took the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) – body and soul – to the heavens, subhan Allah. Allah (swt) took him 

on this journey at night – far from the people’s eyes and ears, as a relief for him.   

 (َرۡكَنا َحۡولَهُ  ۥ ـٰ نَ  ٱۡلَمۡسِجدِ  ٱۡلَحَرامِ  إِلَى ٱۡلَمۡسِجدِ  ٱۡۡلَۡقَصا ٱلَِّذى َب -from Al-Masjid-al-Harâm (at Makkah) to Al) (مِّ

Masjid-al-Aqsa (in Jerusalem), the neighbourhood whereof We have blessed,): there are two masjids 

– from Masjid Al Haram in Mecca to Masjid Al Aqsa in Jerusalem, ‘aqsa’ means far. When going to 

worship, there are only three masjids you can travel to – Masjid Al Haram, Masjid An Nabbawi, 

Masjid Al Aqsa. Not to travel for awliyas or graves. When the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) reached Masjid Al Aqsa, 

he saw all of the messengers there. Most of the messengers have been sent from the area of Masjid 

Al Aqsa and Eisa (as) will appear close from there. Palestine is a blessed land with fruits, olives, etc. 

All of the blessings are from Allah (swt), not from the people.  

 ( تَِنا   ۚ ـٰ  ,in order that We might show him (Muhammad SAW) of Our Ayât (proofs) (لُِنِرَيهُ  ۥ ِمنۡ  َءاَي

evidences, lessons, signs, etc.).): Allah (swt) wants to show the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) with his eyes the signs 

of Allah (swt), subhan Allah. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) led the prayer for the messengers at Masjid Al Aqsa, 

they all prayed behind him and he was their imam. Then Allah (swt) took him to the heavens, to see 

paradise and the hellfire, to see the messengers, to command the prayer – all of these are signs of 

Allah (swt). Only Allah (swt) can show you His ayat. Allah (swt) is telling us this so that you want to 

see His signs and understand this life.  

 ( ُِميعُ  ٱۡلَبِصير هُ  ۥ ُهوَ  ٱلسَّ  Allah (swt) hears what’s happening :(Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer) (إِنَّ

to you O Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and what the disbelievers are saying to you. He sees what they’re doing to 

you. He knows your condition and the grief you’re going through. So He will honor you by showing 

you His signs and give you yaqeen, subhan Allah.  

Ayah 2 – ( بَ  ُموَسى َوَءاَتۡيَنا ـٰ هُ  ٱۡلِكَت ـٰ ى َوَجَعۡلَن ِخُذوا   أَّلَّ  إِۡسَرٲ ِءيلَ  لَِّبِنى   ُهد ا   ُدونِى ِمن َتتَّ
َوِڪيل ا ) (And We gave Mûsa 

(Moses) the Scripture and made it a guidance for the Children of Israel (saying): "Take not 

other than Me as (your) Wakîl (Protector, Lord, or Disposer of your affairs).) 

 ( َب ـٰ  there are many places in the Quran :(And We gave Mûsa (Moses) the Scripture) (َوَءاَتۡيَنا ُموَسى ٱۡلِكَت

when Allah (swt) is connecting between Musa (as) and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). These two messengers 

had many followers, though the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) has more followers. Just as Allah (swt) honored the 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) with the Isra’a, Allah (swt) favored Musa (as) with the Tawrat.  

 ( َى لَِّبِنى   إِۡسَرٲ ِءيل
هُ  ُهد ا ـٰ  Allah (swt) :(.:and made it a guidance for the Children of Israel (saying)) (َوَجَعۡلَن

made the Tawrat a guidance for Banu Israel, so they need to appreciate it and be grateful for this 

favor. And we need to appreciate and be grateful for the Quran. Banu Israel didn’t appreciate their 

book because there is much knowledge in the Tawrat, but they’re not following it. They’re reading 

their Tawrat, but there is no application, that’s why Allah (swt) is angry with them.  
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 ( 
ِخُذوا   ِمن ُدونِى َوِڪيل ا  Take not other than Me as (your) Wakîl (Protector, Lord, or Disposer of") (أَّلَّ  َتتَّ

your affairs)): all the actions are of Allah (swt) – He favors, He sees, He hears, He gives, He takes – so 

don’t rely on anybody because no one can benefit you and no one owns anything. Don’t attach to 

any of the creation, only Allah (swt) has control and can dispose your affairs. Don’t take anyone 

rather than Allah (swt) as a Wakil. Allah (swt) is telling us about tawheed.  

Ayah 3 – ( ةَ  يَّ هُ   ُۚنوح   َمعَ  َحَمۡلَنا َمۡن  ُذرِّ ا َكانَ  ۥ إِنَّ ا َعۡبد ا َشُكور ا ) ("O offspring of those whom We carried (in the 

ship) with Nûh (Noah)! Verily, he was a grateful slave.") 

 ( ةَ  َمۡن  َحَمۡلَنا َمعَ  ُنوح   ۚ يَّ  look :(!O offspring of those whom We carried (in the ship) with Nûh (Noah)") (ُذرِّ

at this journey from the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), to Musa (as), to Nuh (as) in the Quran – all of them are 

messengers of determination. Allah (swt) wants to remind Banu Israel of the favor upon them. And 

He wants to remind them that you, Bani Israel, are the offspring of Nuh (as). You were saved from 

amongst only 70 to 80 who were on the earth after the flood.  So be grateful for your existence.  

 (ا ا َشُكور ا هُ  ۥ َكانَ  َعۡبد ا  Nuh (as) is a slave and he’s grateful, and this is :(".Verily, he was a grateful slave) (إِنَّ

a reminder for all of us. Maybe patience comes into our mind when thinking about Nuh (as), but he 

was grateful for being honored to give dawah for 950 years, subhan Allah. It’s not about the number 

of people that followed him because it was very little, but it’s a worship to invite to Allah (swt). Truly 

when this Surah is read at night, it gives you relief from what you’re facing. And Surah Az Zumar for 

ikhlas.  

May Allah (swt) make us grateful slaves. Ameen.  

 


