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Surah As Saff ( الصف سورة ) – Ayat 1 to 4   

Introduction 

 Hadith: ( (آية ألف من خير آية فيها ويقول المسبحات يقرأ حتى ينام ال كان: )  سلم و عليه هللا صلى هللا رسول قال ) (“The 

Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) didn't sleep until he recited the Musabbihaat (starting with the praise of 

Allah) and said in them is a verse better than 1000 verses.” (At Tirmidhi, Hadith #2712)) - الترمذي رواه 

2112/  األلباني وصححه  

 The surahs that begin with tasbeeh are : Surat Al Isra’a  (The Night Journey), Surat Al Hadeed (Iron), 

Surat Al Hashr (Gathering), Surat Al Saf (Ranks), Surat Al Juma’a (Friday), Surat At Taghabun (Mutual 

Loss and Gain), Surat Al A’ala (The Most High) ( األعلى ، التغابن ، الجمعة ، الصف ، الحشر ، ديدالح ، اإلسراء ) 

 Tasbeeh is to negate all imperfection from Allah (swt), and we need to accepting of Allah’s decrees. 

There is a story of a sheikh who told the town to write down the problem they have and put it in a 

bucket. Then he told them to take out their paper, as they’re searching for theirs they opened 

others’ papers and said ‘alhamdulliah’ they don’t have that problem. If you knew the possibilities of 

all decrees, you will pick exactly what Allah (swt) has picked for you, subhan Allah.  

 When Allah (swt) decrees for us, He knows our nature and knows that this decree will elevate us and 

at the same time He will bring help with it. 

 The word ‘Saff’ means ‘rows’, it makes you think of unity, discipline, similar actions. It is said that the 

theme for Surah As Saff is unity, and to feel belonging ( الوحدة و لالنتماء دعوة ). You feel that you belong 

to Islam. When someone is happy, you’re happy.    

 Ayah 4 mentions the name of the surah ‘saff’  ( ه  إِن  
تِلُونه  ٱل ِذينه  ُيِحب   ٱّلل  ـٰ ِبيلِِهۦ فِى ُيقه ا سه

ف  ًّ۬ ُهم صه أهن  ن ًّ۬  كه ـٰ  ُبۡنيه

ۡرُصوص ًّ۬   Verily, Allâh loves those who fight in His Cause in rows (ranks) as if they were a solid) (م 

structure). When you pray, you are in rows, etc.  

 This surah is Medaniah, and the reason for revelation of this surah happened when Abdullah abu 

Salam (ra) said what is the best deed with Allah (swt) so that we can do it. So the hadith was 

revealed which is to struggle for the sake of Allah (swt). Some people did it and others didn’t, and 

that’s why in ayah 2 it says why do you say will you do things and you don’t.  

 Breakdown of the surah ( السورة محاور ): 

o Ayat 1 to 4: Speech and actions should be in agreement ( العمل القول مطابقة ) 

o Ayat 5 to 9: Position of the disbelievers with the invitation of the messengers (  الكفار موقف

االنبياء دعوة من ) 

o Ayat 10 to 14: Winning trade ( الرابحة التجارة ) 

 O you who believe ( آمنوا الذين أيها يا ) is mentioned 3 times despite the surah being 14 ayat, so this is 

significant.  

Ayah 1 – ( ب حه  ِ  سه ا ّلِل  ٲتِ  فِى مه وه ـٰ مه ا ٱلس  مه ُهوه   ۖٱۡۡلهۡرِض  فِى وه ِزيزُ  وه ِكيمُ  ٱۡلعه ٱۡلحه ) (Whatsoever is in the heavens and 

whatsoever is on the earth glorifies Allâh. And He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise) 

 The theme of Surah As Saff is about unity and the first breakdown is about your speech and actions 

being in agreement, and this shows unity. Notice that Surah As Saff begins with tasbeeh, and this 
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should remind you that everything around you in this universe is in harmony, in unity, because they 

are all doing tasbeeh, subhan Allah.  

 ( ۖ  ا فِى ٱۡۡلهۡرِض مه ٲتِ  وه وه ـٰ مه ا فِى ٱلس  ِ  مه ب حه  ّلِل   Whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth) (سه

glorifies Allâh.): everything in the heavens and the earth are doing tasbeeh, and not you? Subhan 

Allah. ( ب حه  shows absolute tasbeeh, it means the entire universe is thinking positively about Allah (سه

(swt), but we don’t understand their glorification. Those who disbelieve in Allah (swt) are attributing 

imperfection to Allah (swt) by saying He has a son, gets tired, etc, istaghfar Allah – and this is odd 

and disturbing the harmony. So this ayah is indirectly telling us look at the universe glorifying Allah 

(swt), so what about you? When you don’t think negatively about Allah (swt), then it shows true 

faith. But if you find yourself complaining, getting angry, etc, then you are thinking bad about Allah’s 

decree, subhan Allah. In Surah Al Hadid, it says ( ب حه  ِ  سه ا ّلِل  ٲتِ  فِى مه وه ـٰ مه ٱۡۡلهۡرِض  وه  ٱلس  ), and this is to show 

balance; whereas in this Surah it is similar but to emphasize more about the earth, subhan Allah. 

What’s glorifying Allah (swt) in the heavens? The angels, heavens, stars, sun, moon. What’s 

glorifying Allah (swt) on the earth? Mountains, trees, seas, animals, objects, etc – everything on the 

earth. Though they are not rewarded for it. This is to show you that these great creations are doing 

tasbeeh and they’re not rewarded, so what about you and you get rewarded? Subhan Allah. If you 

want anything, then ask Allah (swt), the One Who is Ever-Lasting. Don’t be attached to something 

that will perish and go away.  

 ( ُِكيم ِزيزُ  ٱۡلحه ُهوه  ٱۡلعه  no one can resist Allah (swt), whatever He :(And He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise) (وه

wants then no one can stop Him, and His might is connected with His wisdom. People might force 

others to do things but it’s out of desire and not wisdom. Especially with children, we can be very 

contradicting with them, we tell them to not eat chocolates, and we eat chocolates, subhan Allah.  

Ayah 2 – ( ا ہه ٰٓأهي  ـٰ ُنوا   ٱل ِذينه  يه امه قُولُونه  لِمه  ءه ا ته لُونه  له  مه ۡفعه ته ) (O you who believe! Why do you say that which 

you do not do?) 

 ( لُونه ۡفعه ا له  ته ُقولُونه  مه ُنوا   لِمه  ته امه ا ٱل ِذينه  ءه ہه ٰٓأهي  ـٰ  O you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not) (يه

do?): Allah (swt) is addressing the believers, saying why do you say what you don’t do? And it’s 

posed as a question to show ‘be careful because you’re doing it’. The believer is at another level 

now, and their test is how they deal with each other. The believers already believe in Allah (swt), but 

their test is the outer which is what’s apparent – their dealings and manners with others.  

 This is also being addressed in the present to show it’s happening all the time. Why are you talking 

about good things, advertising what’s good, to be patient, be pleased, etc while you don’t do it 

yourself? And this is happening. We don’t like it when people are over our heads telling us do this, 

do that, so if you want them to listen, you do it and they will follow you. Ayah 2 is showing if you’re 

truthful or not – you’re truthful when you do what you say. Don’t be busy talking without doing. The 

best is when you speak little, and do a lot. Don’t say I want to do so and so good deeds because the 

shaitan will hear you and mess it up for you. When you want to do something, do it with silence, 

don’t announce it to all, in the hadith: ( بالكتمان حوائجكم قضاء على استعينوا ) (Seek help in Allah in doing 

things without speaking it about it to others). When you announce to everyone that you’re building 

a house, or you’re starting a project, etc you will find nothing happens. Either you get discouraged, 

or someone affects your tawakul, etc. People think you need to tell them everything, but you 
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shouldn’t until everything is set and ready, especially worships, don’t say I’m going to wake up for 

fajr, or do this book, or go to umrah, etc.  

Ayah 3 – ( ُبره  ۡقت ا ڪه ِ  ِعنده  مه قُولُوا   أهن ٱّلل  ا ته لُونه  له  مه ۡفعه ته ) (Most hateful it is with Allâh that you say that 

which you do not do) 

 ( لُونه ۡفعه ا له  ته قُولُوا   مه ِ  أهن ته ا ِعنده  ٱّلل  ۡقت  ُبره  مه  Most hateful it is with Allâh that you say that which you do) (ڪه

not do): when you do what you say it should be for the sake of Allah (swt), not because of your 

picture in front of the people. And we do this especially with children telling them don’t do this in 

front of the people, don’t open other people’s fridge, etc. We are worried about their picture in 

front of the people, rather than in front of Allah (swt), istaghfar Allah. And one of the tricks of the 

shaitan is to tell you don’t learn then you won’t tell others or have to act on it. And this is wrong, 

you need to seek Allah’s help in doing and acting – this is balance. It is hated with Allah (swt) to say 

you do something and you don’t.   

Ayah 4 – ( ه  إِن  
تِلُونه  ٱل ِذينه  ُيِحب   ٱّلل  ـٰ بِيلِِهۦ ِفى ُيقه ا سه

ف  ًّ۬ ُهم صه أهن  ن ًّ۬  كه ـٰ ۡرُصوص ًّ۬  ُبۡنيه م  ) (Verily, Allâh loves those who 

fight in His Cause in rows (ranks) as if they were a solid structure) 

 (  ه  ُيِحب
 Allah (swt) is telling us that He loves, and whatever He loves, we :(Verily, Allâh loves) (إِن   ٱّلل 

need to love, and love is an attribute of Allah (swt), but His love is not like anyone else. Our love is 

emotional and moody, but the love of Allah (swt) is perfect. So before you even hear what Allah 

(swt) loves, you love it regardless. It is important to know this as it’s part of the Aqeedah. That’s why 

you need to know aqeedah before the Quran because the aqeedah is your foundation.  

 (ا
ف  ًّ۬ بِيلِِهۦ صه تِلُونه  فِى سه ـٰ  we don’t fight, so now we :(those who fight in His Cause in rows (ranks)) (ٱل ِذينه  ُيقه

have acquiring knowledge. And this requires correct aqeedah because if you don’t have the correct 

aqeedah then you can easily be mislead with this ayah, subhan Allah. When you do any deed, you 

have to do it for the sake of Allah (swt) and this is inner. And what is it the outer? (ا
ف  ًّ۬  .in rows – (صه

For example, what impression do you get when you see an assembly of children all in rows at 

school? It shows you that it’s a very organized and disciplined school. In the battlefield, similarly 

their outer appearance was important to show their unity. Imagine at the time of jahiliyah, this was 

unheard of. By being in a row, it shows that you’re all equal, no one is better than the other. And 

this encourages other and puts fear in the hearts of the enemy. For example, when you’re acquiring 

knowledge and doing it for the sake of Allah (swt), then you’re all in a row together, and this scares 

who? The shaitan. When there are no rows, when you’re not standing together, then you’re either 

disorganized and random, or you’re just alone and separated from others. Both ways it gives power 

to the shaitan. Another example, when we pray in congregation, you have to stand together, feet to 

feet, shoulder to shoulder, no gaps, one full line. You can’t pray however you want. Also, when 

you’re organized and arranged, your mind is clear and you can be focused in what you do, in your 

studies, writing, etc. The universe is organized and it’s in harmony. Allah (swt) is telling us in order to 

do the same. When the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) would place them in rows, he would delegate a job to 

someone and no one would object. If you don’t have a delegation, then everyone would assume the 

other person is getting the job done. And when each person is delegated a job, then everyone will 



 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
Surah As Saff ( الصف سورة ) 

23 August 2015 – 08 Dhul Qu’da 1436 

 
Page 4 

be focused on what he’s doing and will be productive. So the job will get done, and you will have 

perfection. When you’re (ا
ف  ًّ۬  then there is no jealousy, it’s not like someone is there to take over (صه

the others.  

 ( ًّ۬ ۡرُصوص ن ًّ۬  م  ـٰ ُهم ُبۡنيه أهن   their description is like a building, that is :(as if they were a solid structure) (كه

ۡرُصوص ًّ۬ )  meaning all fitting together with no gap. As if they’re all one piece. Imagine a brick, it’s (م 

valueless on its own, but when you put the bricks together, then you have a ‘house’. When you are 

together, then there is unity.  

May Allah (swt) make our hearts united. Ameen.  

 


