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Surah Maryam ( مريم سورة ) – Ayat 1 to 4 

Introduction 

 The name of this surah is based on a woman’s name. You have other surahs named after 

messengers such as Muhammad, Ibrahim, Hud, Yusuf, but this surah is named based on a righteous 

lady, subhan Allah.  

 When Allah (swt) mentions this surah as ‘Maryam’ then it is in order to honor Maryam (ra).  

 Maryam means worshipper, devotee ( زاهذه عابده ). The name comes from (رام) which means to 

establish, settle. So Maryam is the one who devoted herself to worship Allah (swt). Maryam is not 

married and is the mother of Eisa (as).  

 There are two main themes in Surah Maryam and you need to link back each ayah to these two 

themes: 

o Mercies of Allah (swt), and the mercy of Allah (swt) is the vastest of attributes. Every 

ayah in Surah Maryam shows you in practical how is the mercy of Allah (swt). The mercy 

of Allah (swt) surrounds and penetrates every creation in this universe, whether it’s 

living or not. When Surah Maryam penetrates your heart you will change and become 

more merciful because you see the mercy of Allah (swt), subhan Allah. The Prophet 

 said be merciful to those on the earth and the One in the heavens will be merciful (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

to you. We only enter paradise by the mercy of Allah (swt), and there are levels in 

paradise and the more mercy you have the greater your level, subhan Allah. Mercy 

towards everyone – near and far.  

o Servitude (العبودية): this is the greatest level any human can reach and Maryam is a 

symbol of a worshipper. It’s the situation she was placed in and she showed her 

submission to Allah (swt). Our purpose in life is to worship Allah (swt) and how can sand 

like us worship the One above the seven heavens? He will help us. Surah Maryam shows 

you how to be a perfect slave and when you are a slave of Allah (swt), then you have 

freedom. Because if you’re not a slave of Allah (swt), you will be a slave to many and 

below Allah (swt). Servitude is the perfection of the human. When you are a slave of 

Allah (swt) you will have freedom (حرية), a pure life (نقاء) and elevation (رقاء). You do not 

submit to anything except your Creator. 

 We can only have this level of servitude (عبودية) by the mercy of Allah (swt). Your test in life is not 

about your intelligence or talent but how much you depend on Allah (swt).  

What did the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) say about Maryam (ra)? 

 Hadith: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: (  ، عمران   بنت   مريم   و ، محمد   بنت   فاطمة   و ، خويلد   بنت   خديجة   الجنة   أهل   نساء   أفضل  

فرعون   امرأة   ، مزاحم   بنت   آسية   و ) (The best women of paradise are Khadijah bin Khuwaylid, Fatima bin 

Mohammed, Maryam bin Imran and Asya bin Muzahim, wife of Firaoun) - عباس بن عبدهللا:  الراوي 

امعالج صحيح:  المصدر|األلباني:  المحدث| صحيح:  المحدث حكم خالصة| 3311: الرقم أو الصفحة   

 Maryam is not married and she has a son, she was a devotee and she was perfect. Asya doesn’t have 

a child but she is married to the most wicked, to Firaoun. How did his wife become the perfect 
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woman though she was married to the most wicked? Subhan Allah. Khadijah bin Khuwaylid (ra) is 

the first wife of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and she is the mother of all of the children of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

except Ibrahim. She was perfect because she supported the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). Fatima, the daughter of 

the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), is an example of a daughter, wife, and mother.  

 These are our women role models, and they represent all types of women, married/unmarried, with 

children/without children.  

Virtues of Surah Maryam 

 People think if they recite Surah Maryam or Surah Yusuf then they will have a daughter or son but 

this is bida’a.  

 Hadith: ( ن ي ق ال   ائ يل   ب  ْهف   إ ْسر  اْلك  م   و  ْري  م  ه   و  ط  اء   و  ْنب ي 
األ  ن   و  ن   ه  اق   م  ت  ، اْلع  ل  ن   األ و  ه  نْ  و   Narrated `Abdullah: The) ( ت ال د ي م 

Suras of Bani Israel, Al-Kahf, Mariyam, Taha and Al-Anbiya are from the very old Suras which I learnt 

by heart, and they are my first property.) – Al Bukhari Book 65, Hadith 4739 

o These surahs are Meccan and they are very precious and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) always 

memorized them.  

 Jaafir bin Abi Talib (ra) and other companions were sent to Najashi, Negus who were followers of 

Eisa (as). So Najashi said told them to read to us from what you have, so Jaafir bin Abi Talib (ra) read 

Surah Maryam entirely and they were all crying with their beards wet. Najashi said that what you 

said and what Musa (as) said all come from the same source.  

 Hadith: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: ( يت   بع   الت وراة   مكان   أ عط  يت   و ، الّطوال   الس  بور   مكان   أ عط  يت   و ، المئ ين   الز   مكان   أ عط 

ْلت   و ، المثاني   اإلنجيل   ل   ف ضِّ بالمف ص  ) (I was given in place of the Tawrat the seven long ones, and I was given 

in place of the Zaboor those more than a hundred ayat and I was given in place of the Injeel the 

mathani (less than 100 ayah) and I was favored with Al Mufassil (from Surah Qaf)) - بن واثلة:  اويالر 

الجامع صحيح:  المصدر|األلباني:  المحدث| فسيلة أبو الليثي األسقع صحيح:  المحدث حكم خالصة| 3511: الرقم أو الصفحة   

o The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said he was given the seven long ones (  الّطوال), which are the seven 

long surahs from Surah Al Baqarah to replace the Tawrat.  

o The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was given the ayat that are above 100 (  المئ ين) to be in replacement of 

the Zaboor. 

o The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was given the ayat below 100 (  المثاني)  to be in replacement of the 

Injeel, which includes Surah Maryam.  

o And the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was favored by being given the Juz’ Al Muffasil which begins 

from Surah Qaf. No one has been given anything like it. So your priority is to memorize 

from Al Muffasil.  

Breakdown of Surah Maryam ( السورة محاور ) 

1. Ayat 1 to 15: Mercy of Allah (swt) upon Zachariah (as) and Yahya (as) ( يحيى و بزكريا تعالى هللا رحمة ) 

2. Ayat 16 to 40: Mercy of Allah (swt) upon Maryam (ra) and her son Eisa (as) (  عيسى ابنها و بمريم هللا رحمة

السالم عليه ) 

3. Ayat 41 to 50: Mercy of Allah (swt) upon Ibrahim (as) ( السالم عليه بإبراهيم هللا رحمة ) 
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4. Ayat 51 to 58: Mercy of Allah (swt) upon Musa (as), Haroon (as), Ismael (as) and Idris (as) (  رحمته

ادريس و اسماعيل و هارون و بموسى سبحانه ) 

5. Ayat 59 to 65: Way to salvation ( النجاة طريق ) 

6. Ayat 66 to 95: Disbelievers and their falsehood ( أباطيلهم و الكافرين ) 

7. Ayat 96 to 98: Conclusion of the surah – the guided ones ( المهتدين السورة ختام ) 

Ayah 1 – ( ٓٓڪهيٓعص) (Kâf¬ Hâ¬Yâ¬'Aîn¬Sâd. [These letters are one of the miracles of the 

Qur'ân, and none but Allâh (Alone) knows their meanings].) 

 ( ٓٓڪهيٓعص) (Kâf¬ Hâ¬Yâ¬'Aîn¬Sâd. [These letters are one of the miracles of the Qur'ân, and none but 

Allâh (Alone) knows their meanings].): these are the severed letters ( المقطعة الحروف ). Some scholars 

said the start of Surah Maryam is unique with the letters because you don’t find this combination in 

the start of the other surahs. It shows the start is a miracle, just as it’s a miracle for Zachariah (as) to 

have a son at old age and a miracle for Maryam (ra) to have Eisa (as). The letters are also to show 

the Quraish disbelievers that no one can bring miracles except Allah (swt). Despite the Quran being 

in a language they’re familiar with, it’s a miracle because no one can bring an ayah similar to the 

Quran, subhan Allah.  

Ayah 2 – ( آ  ۥ َعۡبَده   َربِّكَ  َرۡحَمتِ  ِذۡكر   َزَڪِريَّ ) ((This is) a mention of the mercy of your Lord to His slave 

Zakariyya (Zachariah).) 

 (  ِذۡكر) ((This is) a mention): (  ِذۡكر) is remembrance. Allah (swt) is reminding us, about what?  

 ( ََرۡحَمتِ  َربِّك) (of the mercy of your Lord): the mercy of your Rabb. This shows you that the mercy of 

Allah (swt) preceded the nurturing. So there is no pain to the nurturing, subhan Allah.  

 ( ٓا  Allah (swt) didn’t mention to ‘His messenger’ but  :(.to His slave Zakariyya (Zachariah)) (َعۡبَده   ۥ َزَڪِريَّ

to ‘His slave’ (  َعۡبَده). Out of Allah’s mercy, He nurtured His slave. You need to increase in 

remembering the mercy of Allah (swt) because maybe your eyes tell you it’s a problem or calamity, 

but you need to see the mercy of Allah (swt).  

 Allah (swt) chose Zachariah (as) to be a messenger and he fulfilled it. So how was he a slave? By 

fulfilling the tasks and commands given to him by Allah (swt). (عبد) is a title. So before being a 

messenger, he was a (عبد). Before being a doctor, teacher, etc, you’re a (عبد).  

Ayah 3 – ( ه   َناَدى   إِذۡ  ا نَِدآء   ۥ َربَّ
َخفِي  ًّ۬ ) (When he called out his Lord (Allâh) a call in secret) 

 (ه   ۥ  when (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) means remember Mohammed (إِذۡ ) :(When he called out his Lord (Allâh)) (إِذۡ  َناَدى   َربَّ

Zachariah (as) was calling out his Rabb. (  َناَدى) is to call out with voice and (ناجى) is to call out from 

inside. And this is a mercy to know about something which you didn’t encounter. Zachariah (as) 

called on his Rabb (  ه  when you ask, ask your Rabb, the One Who sustains. And he called on his ,(َربَّ

Rabb, and it shows it’s so personal. How did he call on his Rabb? 

 (ا
 he called on his Rabb away from the people’s eyes and this shows that he :(a call in secret) (نَِدآء   َخفِي  ًّ۬

wants his dua’a to have ikhlas. He doesn’t want any admiration from the people. So if you want to 

make dua’a, the best dua’a is (ا
 away from the people and this makes your dua’a pure. When ,(َخفِي  ًّ۬
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you make dua’a in someone else’s absence, then Allah (swt) will give them and you. Don’t make 

your dua’a in public because there could be desire. It’s not haram, but you want what’s better. Don’t 

say I am so much dua’a for you, this could take away from the pureness of your dua’a.  It is also said 

that Zachariah (as) was old, so his voice was low.  

Ayah 4 – ( ۡأس   َوٱۡشَتَعلَ  ِمنِّى ٱۡلَعۡظم   َوَهنَ  إِنِّى َربِّ  َقالَ  ا ٱلرَّ َعآٮ ِكَ  أَڪ ن   َولَمۡ  َشۡيب ًّ۬ ا َربِّ  بِد 
َشقِي  ًّ۬ ) (He said: "My Lord! 

Indeed my bones have grown feeble, and grey hair has spread on my head, And I have never 

been unblest in my invocation to You, O my Lord!) 

 Ayat 4 to 6 are the dua’a of Zachariah (as). Zachariah (as) didn’t begin with saying I want a son 

immediately, but he showed his condition and brokenness. When you show your condition then it 

shows your servitude.  

 ( َِّقالَ  َرب) (He said: "My Lord!): He called on his Rabb, the One with perfect actions, the One who is 

nurturing us perfectly. What is his condition? 

 (إِنِّى َوَهنَ  ٱۡلَعۡظم   ِمنِّى) (Indeed my bones have grown feeble,): Allah (swt) already knows your condition 

but when you say it then it shows your weakness and poorness in front of Allah (swt)  this is 

servitude. The bones are the structure to your body and if the bones are weak then your body is 

weak. Signs of aging are pain in the bones. ( ََوَهن) means ‘weaken’.  

 (ا أۡ س   َشۡيب ًّ۬  this is the second condition, but notice :(,and grey hair has spread on my head) (َوٱۡشَتَعلَ  ٱلرَّ

he didn’t say my hair become white, but ( َٱۡشَتَعل) which means to light up, blaze. This shows that the 

white hear has spread all over his head, just as a flame spreads everywhere. The sunnah of the 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) is to color the white hair not cut it. And not to color it black. You don’t need to tell 

the people the kids made my hair white. You can do tawwasul to Allah (swt), don’t be poor to the 

people.   

 (ا
َعآٮ ِكَ  َربِّ  َشقِي  ًّ۬  to be :(!And I have never been unblest in my invocation to You, O my Lord) (َولَمۡ  أَ ڪ ن   بِد 

cont’d in sha’a Allah.  

 

May Allah (swt) never deprive us of His mercy. Ameen.  


