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Surah Maryam ( مريم سورة ) – Ayat 11 to 15 

Ayah 11 – ( ُحوا   أَن إِلَۡيِہمۡ  َفأَۡوَحى    ٱۡلِمۡحَرابِ  ِمنَ  َقۡوِمِهۦ َعلَى   َفَخَرجَ    َسبِّ
ا ُبۡكَرة  

َوَعِشي    ) (Then he came out to his 

people from Al-Mihrâb (a praying place or a private room), he told them by signs to glorify 

Allâh's Praises in the morning and in the afternoon.) 

 ( َِفَخَرجَ  َعَلى   َقۡوِمِهۦ ِمنَ  ٱۡلِمۡحَراب) (Then he came out to his people from Al-Mihrâb (a praying place or a 

private room),): Zachariah (as) asked for an ayah to increase him in knowledge; to go from ( اليقين علم ) 

to ( اليقين عين ). Allah (swt) stopped his tongue from talking, but did he leave dawah to Allah (swt)? No, 

subhan Allah. And imagine in dawah you speak but that didn’t stop him. And if you can’t speak, you 

would normally stay at home, but he left his place of worship. This is dawah in silence ( بالصمت الدعوة ). 

And in another part of the Quran, he communicated with the people through signs/sign language 

 From this ayah, we learn that you don’t pause from worship, dawah, or knowledge. This .(رمزا)

shows servitude (عبودية). There’s no break from knowledge because it’s faith coming up, and when 

you pause then you go down. If you’re not learning, Allah (swt) is able to replace you with someone 

better and to replace you with more people – this is the way of Allah (swt). Whatever you’re on, ask 

Allah (swt) for the firmness. Ameen.  

 (ا
  َوَعِشي   

ُحوا   ُبۡكَرة    he told them by signs to glorify Allâh's Praises in the morning and in) (َفأَۡوَحى    إِلَۡيِہمۡ  أَن َسبِّ

the afternoon.): When Zachariah (as) left his prayer place, he made signs to the people to praise 

Allah (swt), to make tasbeeh. He didn’t give a lecture, and notice from tahmeed, takbeer, and 

tahleel – he said to make tasbeeh. You need to free Allah (swt) from any imperfection – Allah (swt) is 

able to do all things – Zachariah (as) will have a son despite his age and his wife’s barrenness. When 

did he say to do tasbeeh? ( 
  after sunrise until dhuha. This is a busy time and you need to do (ُبۡكَرة  

tasbeeh. (ا
 from dhuhr time until sunset, and again it’s a busy time and you’re with people. You (َعِشي   

could think bad when you’re working and busy with people – so you need to do tasbeeh. Notice the 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) read the Musabihat after night to remove any negative thoughts from the day, 

subhan Allah. This shows that when you get glad tidings, meaning just news, don’t announce it to 

everyone because it hasn’t happened yet. And when it doesn’t happen, people blame it on people’s 

eyes, subhan Allah. People can affect your faith when they hear glad tidings, either they make fun of 

it or it makes you think you’re someone special. So the period of three days is a good period for the 

heart to rest and calm down from its excitement. It is said that in the period he didn’t talk, his wife 

conceived, subhan Allah.  

Ayah 12 – ( َيۡحَيى   ـ  بَ  ُخذِ  َي ـ  ة    ٱۡلڪَِت هُ   ۖبِقُوَّ ـ  ا ٱۡلُحۡكمَ  َوَءاَتۡيَن
َصبِي    ) ((It was said to his son): "O Yahya (John)! Hold 

fast the Scripture [the Taurât (Torah)]." And We gave him wisdom while yet a child) 

 ( ۖ    ة بَ  بِقُوَّ ـ  َيۡحَيى   ُخذِ  ٱۡلڪَِت ـ   O Yahya (John)! Hold fast the Scripture [the Taurât" :(It was said to his son)) (َي

(Torah)]."): Notice it goes from the glad tidings of having a baby, to Yahya (as) being spoken to. We 

want to know how did she take care of the baby, what did they do, but this shows that Allah (swt) is 

the Nurturer – He’s the One taking care of him. So these details are not necessary. Yahya (as) 

reached an age where he can understand, and it’s before puberty. Allah (swt) is addressing Yahya 

(as) and commanding him to take the Book (Tawrat) with strength. Imagine you might think a child 
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would be playing, but it’s straight to the point that there’s no time, Yahya (as) is here on a mission. 

What does it mean to take the Book with strength? It means to make an effort to hold on tightly to 

the Book. This is also for us to take the ayat of the Quran. We have to make an effort to understand 

the ayat, make time for it, memorize its words, and act upon it (  و ألفاظه حفظ و معانيه فهم اجتهاد، و بجد

فيه بما العمل ). In simple words  take it seriously. And you cannot take anything without (  قوة ال و حول ال

باهلل اال ). You need to submit to the commands of Allah (swt). When there is a command, don’t say I 

can’t, say ‘we listen and we obey’ because it’s all ( باهلل اال قوة ال و حول ال ). Imagine Yahya (as) is young 

and he’s able to take on the deen, and you can see young children are able to solve equations that 

we can’t solve ourselves – we underestimate children. Quran is fitra, the deen is fitra and simple, 

they can take it.  You want your children to be slaves of Allah (swt) – to worship Allah (swt), if they 

have this, then they will have everything else – they will have both the duniya and akhira. It doesn’t 

mean to forget the duniya, but to know the priorities. Their akhira is forever. And imagine Yahya (as) 

is taking the Tawrat which is full of rules and legislations, imagine taking Surah Al Baqarah, Al Imran 

as a young child, subhan Allah.  

 (ا
هُ  ٱۡلُحۡكمَ  َصبِي    ـ   Allah (swt) granted Yahya (as) :(And We gave him wisdom while yet a child) (َوَءاَتۡيَن

ا) as a young boy (ٱۡلُحۡكمَ )
ا) .(َصبِي   

 means to (ٱۡلُحۡكمَ ) .is around before puberty, maybe 6 or 7 years (َصبِي   

know the legislations, he knew halal and haram, and he was given wisdom to judge and speak with 

wisdom. Some scholars say ( َٱۡلُحۡكم) can also mean ‘prophethood’, so a prophet from the age of 6 or 7, 

subhan Allah. What else was he given? 

Ayah 13 – ( ا
ن َوَحَنان   ا مِّ   لَُّدنَّ

ة   ا َوَكانَ   َۖوَزَكو 
َتقِي    ) (And (made him) sympathetic to men as a mercy (or a 

grant) from Us, and pure from sins [i.e. Yahya (John)] and he was righteous) 

 (ا ن لَُّدنَّ ا مِّ
 imagine :(,And (made him) sympathetic to men as a mercy (or a grant) from Us) (َوَحَنان  

without reading this ayah, you would think that Yayha (as) would be very firm and serious, but what 

else was he given? (ا
 he was compassionate and caring, very kind. Al Khidr was given mercy (َحَنان  

before knowledge, and this shows you when you look at a teacher, look if they’re kind first? But 

people only look at knowledge and the teacher could be harsh so they learn this and they become 

harsh as teachers as well, subhan Allah. You need to be the most merciful in deen. You can’t be rude 

to the people at home, screaming at your spouse and children because you’re trying to memorize. 

This is advice to students of knowledge, you don’t need to be serious and frowning.  And this (ا
 (َحَنان  

is ( الَّدُ  مِّن نَّ ) – meaning personally from Allah (swt), subhan Allah. We not only want food and drink 

from Allah (swt) – we want the good behavior and character from Allah (swt). Zachariah (as) asked 

for a son that Allah (swt) would be pleased with and the people would be pleased as well. And look 

at the qualities given – seriousness in study, wisdom, and compassionate. There is no takaluf in his 

character, meaning it’s not imitable, it’s naturally in him. Sometimes we read this ayah and want to 

be kind and we try, but we can’t be kind, subhan Allah. This shows that kindness is from Allah (swt), 

it’s not something you study. Ask Allah (swt) to give it to you. Ameen. What else was he given? 

 ( ۖ  
ة    .he was purified from faults and sins – he’s pure :(and pure from sins [i.e. Yahya (John)]) (َوَزَكو 

Allah (swt) purified his mind and heart. Imagine not having any evil thoughts or temptations. And 

what else? 
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 (ا
 he had taqwa, and this comes by having knowledge of the Book :(and he was righteous) (َوَكانَ  َتقِي   

and acting upon it. He’s not following his desires. And if you’re not sure, then don’t do it. This is 

being self-cautious; to think before you act.  

Ayah 14 – ( ا ا َيُكن َولَمۡ  بَِوٲلَِدۡيهِ  َوَبرََّّۢ ار  ا َجبَّ
َعِصي    ) (And dutiful towards his parents, and he was neither 

an arrogant nor disobedient (to Allâh or to his parents).) 

 ( ِا بَِوٲلَِدۡيه  he’s pious, and he’s doing taqwa, and amongst the :(,And dutiful towards his parents) (َوَبرََّّۢ

people you need to be the best with your parents before anyone else. (ا
 is the right of Allah (swt) (َتقِي   

and the top of rights with people are your parents. It’s valueless when you’re showing good 

manners with others and not with your parents, subhan Allah.  

 (ا ار  ا) he was not forceful :(and he was neither an arrogant) (َولَمۡ  َيُكن َجبَّ ار   Allah (swt) is not forcing .(َجبَّ

us, so how can we force others? You can’t force people to obey. (ا ار   ,also comes from arrogance (َجبَّ

as if you’re better than others.  

 (ا
 he’s not disobedient or rebellious. There are :(.nor disobedient (to Allâh or to his parents)) (َعِصي   

people who before being told anything immediately say, ‘no I won’t do it’, subhan Allah.  

 Now you can explain what is (رضيا) – for Allah (swt) to be pleased with you and the people? The 

qualities mentioned in ayat 12 to 14. This shows you when you have knowledge, your dua’a will be 

different? Concise but full of quality. Zachariah (as) asked for a child (رضيا) and he got all of this 

without having to give details.   

Ayah 15 – ( م   ـ  ا ُيۡبَعثُ  َوَيۡومَ  َيُموتُ  َوَيۡومَ  ُولِدَ  َيۡومَ  َعلَۡيهِ  َوَسلَ
َحي    ) (And Salâm (peace) be on him the day he 

was born, the day he dies, and the day he will be raised up to life (again)!) 

 ( ِم   َعلَۡيه ـ   for someone with all of these characteristics, then he :(And Salâm (peace) be on him) (َوَسلَ

will have ‘salam’ – Allah (swt) saved him from the shaitan, from evil, and from the hellfire – he is 

saved in the duniya and akhira, subhan Allah. Allah (swt) is As Salam and He is the One Who grants 

salam. This shows that we need ‘salam’ in these 3 places, these are the times when we’ll be the 

most stressed, and imagine we think we’re most stressed in life, subhan Allah: 

o ( ََيۡومَ  ُولِد) (the day he was born,): Birth: the time of birth is a stressful time because you 

transit from a womb to the outside world.  

o ( َُوَيۡومَ  َيُموت) (the day he dies,): Death: he died as a martyr, this is peace for him, subhan 

Allah. At the time of death, no one can help a dying person, even if a hundred people 

are around him – this is a stressful time, you’re alone in the end. May Allah (swt) give us 

peace at that time and send us angels. Ameen.  

o (ا
 time of resurrection, he :(!and the day he will be raised up to life (again)) (َوَيۡومَ  ُيۡبَعثُ  َحي   

will be resurrected without fear, and this is salam for him. When we are raised from our 

graves it is not an easy time.  

May Allah (swt) grant us peace and may He be pleased with us. Ameen.  


