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Surah Maryam ( مريم سورة ) – Ayat 16 to 17 

Background about Zachariah (as) and Yahya (as) from Surah Al Imran 

 Look at how Allah (swt) honored the family of Al Imran by having an entire surah named after them. 

The wife of Imran already devoted her child to Allah (swt) before giving birth, subhan Allah. When 

she found out she gave birth to a girl she called her Maryam and she seeked refuge in Allah (swt) 

from the shaitan for her and her offspring – so for Maryam and Eisa (as).  

 And Allah (swt) gave her more, He took care of Maryam with all of her affairs. And Zachariah (as) 

took charge of her, and whenever he goes to the mihrab of Maryam, she always has provision. And 

when he saw this and taht Allah (swt) is able to provide without account, he made dua’a for a son.  

 The angels called him while he was praying in the mihrab of the glad tidings of a son. Yahya (as) 

would not get married, he doesn’t have the desire, and he will be a prophet.  

Ayah 16 – ( بِ  فِى َوٱۡذُكرۡ  ـٰ ا أَۡهلَِها ِمنۡ  ٱنَتَبَذتۡ  إِذِ  َمۡرَيمَ  ٱۡلِكَت
ا َمَكان ً۬

َشۡرقِي  ً۬ ) (And mention in the Book (the Qur'ân, 

O Muhammad SAW , the story of) Maryam (Mary), when she withdrew in seclusion from her 

family to a place facing east) 

 ( َبِ  َمۡرَيم ـٰ  And mention in the Book (the Qur'ân, O Muhammad SAW , the story of)) (َوٱۡذُكرۡ  فِى ٱۡلِكَت

Maryam (Mary),): we need to remember because we need to believe in the story of Maryam (ra) 

and her birth to Eisa (as). Islam honors Zachariah (as), Maryam (ra) and Eisa (as).  

 (إِذِ  ٱنَتَبَذتۡ  ِمۡن  أَۡهلَِها) (when she withdrew in seclusion from her family): this is when she isolated herself 

from her family while being in a state of worship. This is what was done before but we don’t have 

something like this in Islam. She was not doing it by force but Allah (swt) put it in her heart to want 

to be devoted to Allah (swt). What place did she take? 

 (ا
ا َشۡرقِي  ً۬

  .a place in the east means a place east of the Bait Al Maqdis :(to a place facing east) (َمَكان ً۬

Ayah 17 – ( َخَذتۡ  ا ُدونِِهمۡ  ِمن َفٱتَّ لَ  ُروَحَنا إِلَۡيَها َفأَۡرَسۡلَنا   ِحَجاب ً۬ ا لََها َفَتَمثَّ ا َبَشر ً۬
َسِوي  ً۬ ) (She placed a screen (to 

screen herself) from them; then We sent to her Our Ruh [angel Jibril (Gabriel)], and he 

appeared before her in the form of a man in all respects.) 

 (ا َخَذتۡ  ِمن ُدونِِهمۡ  ِحَجاب ً۬  she put a screen to :(;She placed a screen (to screen herself) from them) (َفٱتَّ

seclude herself and stay away from distraction. She’s not into socializing and mingling. She also put a 

barrier between her and her family so that nothing can distract her from worshipping Allah (swt) 

and having ikhlas, subhan Allah. She finds sweetness and comfort in worshipping Allah (swt). Some 

people don’t like to be alone otherwise they feel awkward, but for Maryam she’s the opposite. 

Mixing with people can distract her from that devotion and worship. In Islam we don’t have this, you 

have the middle path, you can’t be mixing 24 hours and not alone either. Places for mixing are for 

visiting the sick, waleema, condolences, study circles, salat al Eid, Friday prayer for men, enjoining 

the kith and kin, and you also need time alone. Sometimes we overload our schedules with so much 

mixing that we don’t have time for ourselves – we can’t think straight. When you’re alone, then you 

can gather your heart, account yourself, and focus on your worship. In the previous ummah, their 
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deeds were not multiplied. But alhamdulliah for our ummah, our deeds are multiplied and this is a 

mercy for us. It also shows that from their time, they also had hijab, being totally covered from 

others seeing them. Hijab is not something that came with Islam but was there in all of the previous 

legislations.  

 (َفأَۡرَسۡلَنا   إِلَۡيَها ُروَحَنا) (then We sent to her Our Ruh [angel Jibril (Gabriel)],): before having a son, she 

was getting provisions from Allah (swt) so it was all in preparation of what is yet to come. Allah (swt) 

gently prepares you with His Lutf. And in Surah Al Imran she would get inspiration from the angels 

and she was chosen to be the best of women of the world, subhan Allah. She was told to pray in 

Surah Al Imran 43: ( َمۡرَيم   ـٰ ِدى لَِربِّكِ  ٱۡقن تِى َي ٲِكِعينَ  َمعَ  َوٱۡرَكِعى َوٱۡسج  ٱلرَّ ) (O Mary! "Submit yourself with 

obedience to your Lord (Allâh, by worshipping none but Him Alone) and prostrate yourself, and Irkâ'i 

(bow down) along with Ar-Râki'ûn (those who bow down).") – this is evidence that their prayer is 

the same with ruku’ and sujood. Maryam (ra) was not expecting anyone to come to her mihrab 

except Zachariah (as). (ُروَحَنا) is Jibril, and it’s important to know that Allah (swt) is As Samad, He is 

not parts, He is solid. It’s an honor that Allah (swt) called Jibril (روحنا). Why did Allah (swt) call ‘Jibril’ 

‘Ruh’? Ruh means soul, and soul gives life to the dead body. Water gives life to the dead land. Jibril 

is in charge of revelation and the revelation gives life to the dead hearts. Imagine life without Allah 

(swt) sending diving messages, our hearts would be dead, subhan Allah. Jibril/angels are the 

connection between the heavens and the earth. Jibril came down by the command and permission 

of Allah (swt), he didn’t come down on his own will. So it cannot be said that Allah (swt) is 3 in 1, 

istaghfar Allah.  

 (ا
ا َسِوي  ً۬ لَ  لََها َبَشر ً۬  imagine :(.and he appeared before her in the form of a man in all respects) (َفَتمَ ثَّ

Maryam (ra) being isolated and no one would see her, not a man for that matter, but what 

appeared to her? Allah (swt) sent Jibril to her not in the form of an angel but a man. Imagine if Jibril 

was sent in his real form she would be very scared, subhan Allah, he would cover the entire horizon. 

Every situation that Allah (swt) brings to you is a mercy from Him. Angels have wings and they are 

great creations. Allah (swt) gave them the ability to come in different forms. Jibril came in the form 

of a human. And he came (ا
 meaning a perfect human, so he would come in the form of a – (َسِوي  ً۬

beautiful, perfect man. And in hadith Jibril it’s explained he came in the form of a human with 

extremely black hair and extremely white clothes with no sign of fatigue on his face – very neat. This 

was a test and mercy for Maryam (as) and Allah (swt) knows what she will do and say. She was so 

scared because she’s alone and she’s screened herself, so what did she say? 

May Allah (swt) have mercy on us and be pleased with us. Ameen.  


