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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Being Dutiful to the Parents ( الوالدين بر ) – Class #3 

Chapter on being dutiful to the father (باب بر األب) 

Hadith: ( َرةَ  أَبِي َعن   َك،  : َقالَ   ؟ أََبر   َمن   وسلم، عليه هللا صلى هللاِ  َرُسولَ  َيا  : قِيلَ   : َقالَ  ُهَري    : َقالَ   ؟ َمن   ُثمَّ   : َقالَ  أُمَّ

َك، َك،  : َقالَ   ؟ َمن   ُثمَّ   : َقالَ  أُمَّ  ,Abu Hurayra said, "The Prophet was asked) (. أََباكَ   : َقالَ   ؟ َمن   ُثمَّ   : َقالَ  أُمَّ

'Messenger of Allah, to whom should I be dutiful?' 'Your mother,' he replied. He was 

asked, 'Then whom?' 'Your mother,' he replied. He was asked, 'Then whom?' 'Your 

mother,' he replied. He was asked, 'Then whom?' He replied, 'Your father.'") - Al-Adab 

Al-Mufrad 5 

 This is similar to hadith #3, but it didn’t stop Al Bukhari from repeating it. This is just to show us to 

be dutiful to your mother, but don’t neglect your father either.  

Hadith: ( َرَة، أَِبي َعن   َك، بِرَّ   : َفَقالَ   ؟ َتأ ُمُرنِي َما  : َفَقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاِ  َنِبيَّ  َرُجل   أََتى ُهَري    : َفَقالَ  َعاَد، ُثمَّ  أُمَّ

َك، بِرَّ  َك، بِرَّ   : َفَقالَ  َعاَد، ُثمَّ  أُمَّ ابَِعَة، َعادَ  ُثمَّ  أُمَّ  Abu Hurayra reported: "A man came) (. أََباكَ  بِرَّ   : َفَقالَ  الرَّ

to the Prophet of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and asked, 'What do 

you command me to do?' He replied, 'Be dutiful towards your mother.' Then he asked 

him the same question again and he replied, 'Be dutiful towards your mother.' He 

repeated it yet again and the Prophet replied, 'Be dutiful towards your mother.' Then 

he put the question a fourth time and the Prophet said, 'Be dutiful towards your 

father.'") - Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 6 

 Notice the man asked the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) what do you command me? And this question is posed 

many times by different companions but different answers are given because the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) will 

answer according to the condition of the person. This shows us that the da’ee to Allah (swt) needs 

to assess the situation and answer accordingly.  

 So the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) didn’t reply by saying tawheed or prayer but to be dutiful to your mother 

because perhaps the person asking is lacking in his relationships.  

Chapter on being dutiful to the parents even if they’re oppressing you ( باب بر والديه و إن

 (ظلما

Hadith: ( نِ  َعنِ  لِم   ِمن   َما  : َقالَ  َعبَّاس   اب  لَِمانِ  َوالَِدانِ  لَهُ  ُمس  بِحُ  ُمس  ِهَما ُيص  َتِسًبا، إِلَي  حَ  إِلَّ  ُمح  ُ  لَهُ  َفت 
نِ  هللاَّ ِني َباَبي    : َيع 

ةِ  ِمنَ  ، َواِحًدا َكانَ  َوإِن   ال َجنَّ َضبَ  َوإِن   َفَواِحد  ضَ  لَم   أََحَدُهَما أَغ  ُ  َير 
هُ  هللاَّ َضى َحتَّى َعن  ُه، َير    : َقالَ   ؟ َظلََماهُ  َوإِن    : قِيلَ  َعن 

 Ibn 'Abbas said, "If any Muslim obeys Allah regarding his parents, Allah will) (. َظلََماهُ  َوإِن  

open two gates of the Garden for him. If there is only one parent, then one gate will 

be opened. If one of them is angry, then Allah will not be pleased with him until that 
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parent is pleased with him." He was asked, "Even if they wrong him?" "Even if they 

wrong him" he replied.) - Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 7 

 If they’re oppressing you then that’s between them and Allah (swt), but that doesn’t mean you 

don’t fulfill your rights towards them. Even if they oppress others, you’re not allowed to misbehave 

with them because it’s not your test. Your test is not to reform them but to be dutiful to them. Even 

if they’re doing shirk, you don’t follow them, but don’t do bad to them. Some parents might sin, 

you’re not supposed to disrespect them and shout at them, but it doesn’t mean you don’t advise 

them with respect.  

 Note it’s a weak hadith because of one narrator, and it’s not a hadith with the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

speaking but Ibn ‘Abbas (ra).  

 A person is waking up thinking what should he do for his parents today? Whatever our parents are 

doing to us, we’re not supposing to complain about them. May Allah (swt) never make us 

disobedient to our parents. Ameen.  

 And notice it’s morning, because people can be in a bad mood in the morning, but you’re starting 

your day by being good to your parents first.  

Chapter on speaking gently to your parents (باب لين الكالم لوالديه) 

Hadith: ( َثَنا نُ  ِزَيادُ  َحدَّ َراق   ب  َثنِي  : َقالَ  ِمخ  َسلَةُ  َحدَّ نُ  َطي  تُ   : َقالَ  َميَّاس   ب  َجَداِت، َمعَ  ُكن  تُ  النَّ  إِلَّ  أََراَها لَ  ُذُنوًبا َفأََصب 

َكَبائِِر، ِمنَ  تُ  ال  نِ  َذلِكَ  َفَذَكر  َست    : َقالَ  َوَكَذا، َكَذا  : ُقل تُ   ؟ ِهيَ  َما  : َقالَ  ُعَمرَ  ِلب  َكَبائِِر، ِمنَ  َهِذهِ  َلي  ع   ُهنَّ  ال  َراكُ   : تِس   اإلِش 

،ِ لُ  بِاَّللَّ ِف، ِمنَ  َوال فَِرارُ  َنَسَمة ، َوَقت  ح  فُ  الزَّ َصَنِة، َوَقذ  لُ  ال ُمح  َبا، َوأَك  لُ  الرِّ َيِتيِم، َمالِ  َوأَك  ِجِد، ِفي َوإِل َحاد   ال   َوالَِّذي ال َمس 

ِخُر، َتس  نِ  َوُبَكاءُ  َيس  نُ  لِي َقالَ   . ال ُعقُوقِ  ِمنَ  ال َوالَِدي  َرقُ أَتَ   : ُعَمرَ  اب  اَر، ف  ُخلَ  أَن   َوُتِحب   النَّ ةَ  َتد  َجنَّ ِ، إِي  : ُقل تُ   ؟ ال   أ  : َقالَ  َوهللاَّ

ِدي  : قُل تُ   ؟ َوالُِدكَ  ي، ِعن  ِ   : َقالَ  أُمِّ تَ  لَو   َفَوهللاَّ َكالََم، لََها أَلَن  َتَها ال  َعم  َعاَم، َوأَط  ُخلَنَّ  الطَّ ةَ  لََتد  تَ  َما ال َجنَّ َتَنب  َكَبائِرَ  اج   (. ال 

(Taysala ibn Mayyas said, "I was with the Najadites [Kharijites] when I committed 

wrong actions which I supposed were major wrong actions (sins). I mentioned that to 

Ibn 'Umar. He inquired, 'What are they?" I replied, 'Such-and-such.' He stated, 'These 

are not major wrong actions. There are nine major wrong actions. They are: 

associating others with Allah, killing someone, desertion from the army when it is 

advancing, slandering a chaste woman, usury, consuming an orphan's property, 

heresy in the mosque, scoffing, and causing one's parents to weep through 

disobedience.' Ibn 'Umar then said to me, 'Do you wish to separate yourself from the 

Fire? Would you like to enter Paradise?' 'By Allah, yes!' I replied. He asked, 'Are your 

parents still alive?' I replied, 'My mother is.' He said, 'By Allah, if you speak gently to 

her and feed her, then you will enter the Garden as long as you avoid the major wrong 

actions.'") - Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 8 

 You need to show mercy to your parents you speak to them, sometimes they might repeat 

themselves, or they speak harshly, or they can’t hear  but don’t be harsh or cruel to them.  
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 For a person to be undutiful to his parents then he will see the punishment in the duniya first before 

the akhira. You need to choose the best words to them and make dua’a for them. Don’t scold them 

or underestimate them.  

 The man narrating was with a group called (النجدات) which is deviated sect who consider any sin to be 

major. And they don’t have scholars to ask, they just ask within themselves and this makes them 

extreme and even more devaited. They interpret the Quran on their own. Ibn Umar (ra) asked him 

what sins did you commit? And he said, so and so. He said no these are not major sins. To know 

what are major sins, there is the book ( للذهبي الكبائر كتاب ).  

 The major sins he mentioned are  Shirk, to kill a soul, to flee from a battle, to slander a chaste 

woman, to deal in riba, to take the orphan’s wealth, not to sin in the masjid, to make fun of others 

(believers don’t make fun of others even if they’re disbelievers), and to make your parents cry.  

 And this shows you to ask people with the correct knowledge, if you ask those without knowledge 

then they will misguide you.  

 Then Ibn Umar (ra) asked do you want to leave the hellfire and enter paradise? He said, yes. So he 

said, are your parents alive? He said, I have my mother. Then he said, by Allah, if you were to speak 

well to your mother and feed her then you’ll enter paradise as long as you keep away from the 

major sins. This shows you that mothers don’t need a lot, they don’t want money. They want 

someone to talk to and eat with.  

 Someone who is in the deen needs to have good manners, if someone is in the deen and has bad 

manners then something is wrong. Islam is the religion of peace – to have good behavior with 

others, especially the parents.   

 This shows that you need to speak well to the mothers and eat with them. It’s not about praying and 

fasting all day and being harsh to the people – you need to be well-behaved and well-manners, 

especially with your parents.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا ، أَُبو َحدَّ م  َثَنا  : َقالَ  ُنَعي  َياُن، َحدَّ نِ  ِهَشامِ  َعن   ُسف  فِض   }   : َقالَ  أَبِيهِ  َعن   َوَة،ُعر   ب  لِّ  َجَناحَ  لَُهَما َواخ   ِمنَ  الذ 

َمةِ  ح  َتنِع   لَ   : َقالَ  ، { الرَّ ء   ِمن   َتم  اهُ  َشي   ,Hisham ibn 'Urwa related this ayat from his father) (. أََحبَّ

"Take them under your wing, out of mercy, with due humility." (17: 24)) - Al-Adab Al-

Mufrad 9  

Chapter on repaying the parents (باب جزاء الوالدين) 

 With other people, when they do good to you, if say ‘jazaki Allah khair’ then it suffices. But what 

about parents? No matter what we don’t, we can’t do enough to repay them, we can’t return their 

ihsan.  

Hadith: ( َرَة، أَبِي َعن   بِيِّ  َعنِ  ُهَري  ِزي لَ   : َقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ لُوًكا َيِجَدهُ  أَن   إِلَّ  َوالَِدهُ، َولَد   َيج  َتِرَيهُ  َمم   َفَيش 

تَِقهُ   Abu Hurayra reported that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him) (. َفُيع 

peace, said, "A child cannot repay his father unless he finds him as a slave and the 

buys him and sets him free.") - Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 10 
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 This hadith shows it’s not possible to return the ihsan of your parents except in the case of finding 

them as slaves and you free them, and this is an extreme case. The scholars said if you do this, then 

perhaps you returned the ihsan, subhan Allah.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا َثَنا  : َقالَ  آَدُم، َحدَّ َبُة، َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  ُشع  نُ  َسِعيدُ  َحدَّ َدةَ  أَبِي ب  تُ   : َقالَ  ُبر  ُث، أَِبي َسِمع  هُ  ُيَحدِّ نَ  َشِهدَ  أَنَّ  ُعَمرَ  اب 

ِت، َيُطوفُ  َيَمانِي   َوَرُجل   هُ  َحَملَ  بِال َبي  ِرِه، َوَراءَ  أُمَّ   : َيقُولُ  َظه 

ُمَذلَّلُ  َبِعيُرَها لََها إِنِّي  ِعَرت   إِن   ال  َعرِ  لَم   ِرَكاُبَها أُذ  أُذ   

نَ  َيا  : َقالَ  ُثمَّ   ُتَها أَُتَرانِي ُعَمرَ  اب  َرة   َولَ  لَ،  : َقالَ   ؟ َجَزي  نُ  َطافَ  ُثمَّ  َواِحَدة ، بَِزف  ِن، َفَصلَّى ال َمَقامَ  َفأََتى ُعَمَر، اب  َعَتي   ُثمَّ  َرك 

نَ  َيا  : َقالَ  نِ  ُكلَّ  إِنَّ  ُموَسى، أَِبي اب  َعَتي   Sa'id ibn Abi Burda said, "I heard my) (. أََماَمُهَما َما ُتَكفَِّرانِ  َرك 

father say that Ibn 'Umar saw a Yamani man going around the House while carrying 

his mother on his back, saying, 'I am your humble camel. If her mount is frightened, I 

am not frightened.' Then he asked, 'Ibn 'Umar? Do you think that I have repaid her?' 

He replied, 'No, not even for a single groan.') - Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 11 

 A man is doing tawaf and he’s carrying his mother on his back. And while he’s carrying her, he’s very 

happy that he’s even making poems for her, he’s saying I’m a humble camel for her, and if she’s 

bored, then I’m not. This shows he’s in a good mood and is pleased to be carrying his mother. He’s 

so happy to be carrying his mother. Nowadays, we don’t find others carrying their parents on their 

back in tawaf, but on wheelchairs. Sometimes you even find those complaining with wheelchairs, 

subhan Allah. Or sometimes the mother might ask to be taken somewhere and the children 

complain ‘now you’re telling me, it’s so crowded’, etc, subhan Allah.   

 While he was in tawaf, he asked ‘Ibn Umar have I repaid her my mother? He said not at all, not even 

for one groan in labor, subhan Allah. And he’s not asking because he wants a reward from Allah 

(swt), he’s just asking to see if he returned the favor to his mother. This shows he’s generous and 

just wants to return favors to others, he’s not thinking about himself.  

 When the mother is carrying her children, she wants them to be happy, safe, and protected. And 

when she grows up, the children might be taking caring of her and carrying her, but they feel it’s 

burdensome as if waiting for the parents to die, istaghfar Allah.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا دُ  َحدَّ َمنِ  َعب  ح  نُ  الرَّ َبةَ  ب  َبَرِني  : َقالَ  َشي  نُ  أَخ  كِ  أَِبي اب  َثِني  : َقالَ  ال فَُدي  ، أَبِي َعن   ُموَسى، َحدَّ  أََبا أَنَّ  َحاِزم 

َة، لَى ُمرَّ َنةِ  نِئِ َها أُمِّ  َمو  َبَرُه، َطالِب   أَبِي اب  هُ  أَخ  َرةَ  أَِبي َمعَ  َرِكبَ  أَنَّ ِضهِ  إِلَى ُهَري  َضهُ  َدَخلَ  َفإَِذا ِبال َعِقيقِ  أَر  لَى َصاحَ  أَر   ِبأَع 

تِهِ  كِ   : َصو  الَمُ  َعَلي  َمةُ  السَّ َتاهُ، َيا َوَبَرَكاُتهُ  هللاِ  َوَرح  كَ   : َتقُولُ  أُمَّ الَمُ  َوَعَلي  َمةُ  السَّ ُ  َرِحَمكِ   : َيقُولُ  َوَبَرَكاُتُه، هللاِ  َوَرح 
 هللاَّ

ِتنِي ي  ، َيا  : َفَتقُولُ  َصِغيًرا، َربَّ تَ  ُبَنيَّ ُ  َفَجَزاكَ  َوأَن 
ًرا هللاَّ كَ  َوَرِضيَ  َخي  َتنِي َكَما َعن  مُ  َكانَ   : ُموَسى َقالَ  َكِبيًرا َبَرر   أَِبي اس 

َرةَ  دَ   : ُهَري  نَ  هللاِ  َعب  وَعم   ب   'Abu Hazim reported that Abu Murra, the mawla of Umm Hani) (. ر 

bint Abi Talib had told him that he rode with Abu Hurayra to his land in al-'Aqiq. When 

he entered his land, he shouted out in his loudest voice, "Peace be upon you, mother, 

and the mercy of Allah and His blessing!" She replied, "And peace be upon you and 

the mercy of Allah and His blessing." He said, "May Allah have mercy on you as you 
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raised me when I was a child." She replied, "My son, may Allah repay you well and be 

pleased with you as you were dutiful towards me when I was old.") - Al-Adab Al-

Mufrad 14 

 Abu Huraira (ra) was so dutiful to his mother and it was said that you can’t find someone more 

dutiful to his mother. Abu Huraira’s mother was not Muslim and he asked the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) to 

make dua’a for his mother to be guided. Before his name was Abdul Ash Shams, which is not 

allowed, then it became Abdullah ibn Amro.  

 As Abu Huraira (ra) entered the house, his mother told him to wait. She completed a purity bath and 

then said the shahada. Abu Huraira (ra) was so happy because the dua’a was answered. The Prophet 

 also made a dua’a to have mercy on Abu Huraira (ra) and his mother and to anyone who (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

makes dua’a for them, subhan Allah. So when you make dua’a for Abu Huraira (ra) and his mother, 

then Allah (swt) will grant you mercy. May Allah (swt) have mercy on Abu Huraira (ra) and his 

mother. Ameen.  

 As soon as Abu Huraira (ra) would enter his land, he would scream in the loudest voice, ‘Assalam 

alaykum wa rahmat Allah wa baraktuh my mother’, though he hasn’t reached his house yet, subhan 

Allah. The word (أم) means ‘origin’ and the child is connected to the mother, that’s why the feeling is 

different. He didn’t just say, salam, but he also would say, may Allah have mercy on you as when 

raised me when I was young. And this is the dua’a mentioned in Surah Al Isra’a. And look at the 

response of the mother, may Allah reward you and be pleased with you as you were dutiful to me 

when I was old.  

May Allah (swt) make us dutiful to our parents and have mercy on our parents. Ameen.  


