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Surah Maryam ( مريم سورة ) – Ayat 18 to 20  

Ayah 18 – ( نِ  أَُعوذُ  إِنِّى   َقالَت   ـٰ َم ح  ا ُكنتَ  إِن ِمنكَ  بِٱلرَّ
َتقِي  ًّ۬ ) (She said: "Verily! I seek refuge with the Most 

Gracious (Allâh) from you, if you do fear Allâh.") 

 When Allah (swt) sent Jibreel to Maryam (ra) as a test, He knew what she would do, and this is a test 

to elevate her in ranks. For the good and righteous people, tests are to elevate them in ranks. When 

a person succeeds in the test, then it’s a mercy.  

 ( َنِ  ِمنك ـٰ َم ح  ى   أَُعوذُ  ِبٱلرَّ  :(,She said: "Verily! I seek refuge with the Most Gracious (Allâh) from you) (َقالَت   إِنِّ

she immediately sought refuge with Allah (swt) (isti’adha). She didn’t say ‘who are you? What are 

you doing here?’ – and this is a great deal to go to straight to isti’adha. Which name of Allah (swt) 

did she seek refuge with? Ar Rahman. Ar Rahman is the vastest of names – His mercy is so vast. 

Maryam (ra) is seeking refuge with Ar Rahman, so by Your mercy. She cannot call on Zachariah (as), 

her mother or father. And if you call on someone else, they might harm the person while the other 

person might have no intention to hurt. She also used the name ‘Ar Rahman’ to remind the person 

hearing her of Allah’s mercy and to act mercifully towards her, subhan Allah. Maybe the person is a 

thief or killer but when you remind them of Allah’s mercy then they can change. When you know 

Allah (swt), then you will deal with mercy with others, you  will not make anyone despair from the 

mercy of Allah (swt) no matter who they may be. Unlike someone who doesn’t know Allah (swt), 

then they can be harsh and severe in their attitude. When you call on Allah (swt), then that’s 

worship, but calling on anyone else is not worship. You see her attachment to Allah (swt) thus 

passing her test. She didn’t rely on herself at all, she didn’t rely in her righteousness or chastity to 

stop her from doing something wrong. She immediately sought refuge with Allah (swt). You cannot 

say I am so strong and have knowledge so the shaitan won’t come to me. You cannot trust yourself. 

The cause of failure for the worshipper is confidence of his goodness, subhan Allah. And what else 

did she say? 

 (ا
 ,she made a condition, if you fear Allah (swt), if you have taqwa :(".if you do fear Allâh) (إِن ُكنتَ  َتقِي  ًّ۬

then you will not follow your desires and do anything bad. So she gave him hope by reminding him 

of Ar Rahman and making him fear Allah (swt) – so both ( ترهيب و ترغيب ). Imagine she said all of this 

immediately and this shows her complete devotion. In no way did she ask ‘who are you? What’s 

your name’ – she didn’t go into details, she didn’t even want to open the door to the shaitan. Also 

notice she didn’t accuse him or judge him in any way – this shows her justice. She didn’t accuse him 

in time of danger. For example, we might place our shoes outside the masjid and come back and not 

find them, and immediately we say ‘who stole my shoes?’. We immediately go to thinking negatively 

and accusing, may Allah (swt) forgive us. Ameen. If you tell someone ‘you’re a liar, you’re a thief, 

etc’ then this is a negative type of nurturing because you’re placing this attribute in them by making 

them believe it. She didn’t say, ‘you’re a thief, etc’.  

 This ayah shows us that Maryam (ra) is a pure minded, pure hearted woman; she didn’t think badly 

about him, she didn’t say why is he disturbing me? This is Maryam (ra).  

 Worship is not only when you’re praying alone, but worship is also when you’re in a situation. For 

example, you might be reciting Quran and someone comes up to you and you’re screaming at them 

to make them stop making noise because you’re reciting Quran. This is a test for you to show you 
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the reality of your worship – don’t behave badly with others. And it’s to show you that you’re a slave 

of Allah (swt) – He can take you from one decree to another. So wherever you are – you’re a slave of 

Allah (swt). The test is simply a moment, it’s not forever.  

Ayah 19 – ( َما   َقالَ  ا لَكِ  ِِلََهبَ  َربِّكِ  َرُسولُ  أََناًّ۬  إِنَّ م ًّ۬ ـٰ ازَ  ُغلَ
ِڪي  ًّ۬ ) ((The angel) said: "I am only a messenger from 

your Lord, (to announce) to you the gift of a righteous son.") 

 ( َِما   أََناًّ۬  َرُسولُ  َربِّك  ,to keep her calm :(,said: "I am only a messenger from your Lord (The angel)) (َقالَ  إِنَّ

he told her I am a messenger from your Rabb, your Nurturer. Imagine he didn’t tell her you’re going 

to have a son immediately. (  َما  shows that his job is a messenger and he is only here to give her a (إِنَّ

message. And when he said ( كِ َربِّ  ) that’s to give her comfort, your Rabb is the One taking care of you. 

So the news you will get will be a nurturing for you.  

 (ا
ا َزِڪي  ًّ۬ م ًّ۬ ـٰ  Allah (swt) will not give a :(".to you the gift of a righteous son (to announce)) (ِِلََهبَ  لَكِ  ُغلَ

test to anyone unless they can handle it and Maryam (ra) is a pure woman, she can handle it. 

Zachariah (as) wanted a son and he made dua’a for it and got it, but imagine Maryam (ra) is devoted 

to worship and she got a son without any means, and this is a great favor. And this is not new to 

Maryam (ra) because she used to get provision from Allah (swt) without any means. Zachariah (as) 

saw this and asked her where did you get it from? She said verily Allah (swt) provides without 

account. So she understood this and this was in preparation to her having a son. It didn’t come as a 

surprise. Similarly for the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), prophethood didn’t come in one go, but he started going 

to the cave devoting himself in worship, having true visions. We need to understand that Allah (swt) 

is able to do everything and we don’t need to put plans. For example, we make dua’a asking Allah 

(swt) for something and in our head we’re already making a plan of how it will happen, subhan 

Allah. Where is the tawakul in Allah (swt)? We need to have trust in Allah (swt) and not put what 

path it needs to happen. Allah (swt) will test you according to your level – the test won’t break you 

abd it won’t be easy either. So don’t put your shoes in another person’s, each one has their level, 

their own test. ( َأََهب) shows that children are gifts from Allah (swt) – whether they’re rebellious or 

obedient. Perhaps the bad behavior of the rebellious ones will make you supplicate to Allah (swt), 

be patient, and it will be a means for you to reach paradise. All children are a means to make you 

reach paradise but we need to understand this, subhan Allah. Some people will be dragged to 

paradise, maybe they didn’t have enough deeds to make them reach so they’re tested with difficult 

children or spouse. Maryam (ra) got the glad tidings of a son, but (ا
 meaning he’s pure from – (َزِڪي  ًّ۬

evil and sins, he has a good character. Imagine before the son is born, she got the glad tidings of a 

perfect son, subhan Allah. And notice we only make dua’a when we think we have the means ready, 

for example a child might be born and we think we’ll make dua’a for him later. But Allah (swt) is able 

to make the son (ا
 without even being born first. Our test in life is the means, don’t put them in (َزِڪي  ًّ۬

front of you. And notice before even conceiving, she is told that he will be a son and he will be pure. 

People think if the son doesn’t have a father then he’ll be rebellious, but he is pure, so don’t think 

it’s the mother or father.  
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Ayah 20 – ( م ًّ۬  لِى َيُكونُ  أَنَّىٰ  َقالَت   ـٰ نِى َولَم   ُغلَ َسس  ا أَكُ  َولَم   َبَشر ًّ۬  َيم 
َبِغي  ًّ۬ ) (She said: "How can I have a son, when 

no man has touched me, nor am I unchaste?") 

 ( ًّ۬ م ـٰ  notice when Zachariah (as) got the glad :(,She said: "How can I have a son) (َقالَت   أَنَّىٰ  َيُكونُ  لِى ُغلَ

tidings of having a son, he said ( م    لِى َيُكونُ  أَنَّى   َرب   َقالَ  ـ  ُغلَ ) – but for Maryam (ra), she immediately said 

how can I have a son? Because her story is more amazing than Zachariah (as) – they’re married but 

their means are disabled. But Maryam (ra) is not married, and this makes it more amazing. Maryam 

(ra) believes in the power of Allah (swt) and that He’s able to do everything, but she’s just looking at 

the obstacles within herself; she doubts herself but never Allah (swt).  

 ( ًّ۬ نِى َبَشر َسس   when no man has touched me,: this shows she’s a chaste and pure woman. She’s) (َولَم   َيم 

never been touched by a man, and this is a very polite way of saying of not having a relation. It 

shows her purity even in her language, subhan Allah. 

 (ا
 meaning she has not transgressed, she is not involved in illicit :(("?nor am I unchaste) (َولَم   أَكُ  َبِغي  ًّ۬

relations. So she mentioned the means of having a child and she’s not involved in either. And notice 

how much modesty you have is an indication of your faith. Her speech is so modest, there is no 

indecency. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was even shier than the unmarried woman. So what about a woman? 

Subhan Allah. When your faith goes up, then your modesty automatically goes up. People try to 

advise others to have modesty, but that comes as a result of faith, so you need to advise about faith. 

When you have faith, then immediately your speech, behavior and dress will become modest. If you 

force someone to be modest, then maybe they’re only do it in front you but when they’re outside 

they’re something else, subhan Allah.   

May Allah (swt) have mercy on us and purify us. Ameen.   


