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Categories of people regarding ال إله إال اهلل la ilaaha illa Allah:

!

!

!

The Conditions of la allah ilaa Allah (شروط ال إله إال اهلل) 
The key to paradise is ال إلــــه إال اهلل (la ilaaha illa Allah) and its conditions are the teeth of this key. Once 

all the conditions are met, then a person has firm belief in his heart, he says it with his tongue and 
his  belief  shows on his  actions.  To know the conditions of اهلل  إال  إلــــــــــــــــــه  ال   (la  ilaaha  illa  Allah)  is 

mandatory on every Muslim (فــــــــــــــــــرض عــــــــــــــــــني). Our end in this life is based on the fulfilment of these 

conditions. 

We are all going through different tests and trials throughout our life. Our task is to answer all the 
tests with ال إلــــــــــــــــــه إال اهلل (la ilaaha illa Allah). For example, when something good happens we need to 

attribute it to Allah or when we face a calamity we need to attach to Him alone and seek His help. 
Our actions show ال إلــــــــــــــــــه إال اهلل (la ilaaha illa Allah)-  I attach to nobody else except Him. We need to 

answer all the tests in life with ال إلـــــــــــــــــه إال اهلل (la ilaaha illa Allah) by being a slave to Allah alone. When 

we know these conditions then in situations we will pass the test, by the permission of Allah. 
These conditions are in sequence- we need to pass them one by one:

!
We need to know who Allah is because without knowing Him by His Names and Attributes we 
cannot know about ال إلــــــــــــــــــه إال اهلل (la ilaaha illa Allah). For example, when we know Al Qudoos we 

know that every situation is perfect because it is from the One Who is perfect. Or when we know 
Allah by His Name Al Ahad then we go to Him ALONE in every situation. When we know As 
Samad, we devote ourself to Him ALONE and seek from Him ALONE. We know that even if we 

Muslim 

Disbeliever كافر 

Hypocrite منافق 

The First Condition: Knowledge negating Ignorance العلم املنافي للجهل
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He does not believe in ال إله إال اهلل (la ilaaha illa Allah) yet his actions show as if 

he believes in it. Anything can make him slip and fall because he does not 
have belief in his heart. 

One who believes in it and acts upon ال إله إال اهلل (la ilaaha illa Allah)- it shows 

on him.

One who neither believes nor acts according to ال إله إال اهلل la ilaaha illa Allah.



ask Him day and night, he will give us without wanting anything in return. When we know Ar 
Rahman Ar Raheem, it  makes us long and crave for His Mercy. When the heart truly knows 
Allah, then it will run to none except Him. To know about Allah must be our top priority- it is 
more important that anything else in life. We cannot be ignorant or heedless about Him.

!
Knowledge alone is not enough- we need to ‘feel’ it and it needs to be firm in our heart. It should 
be as if we can see Him with our own eyes. Even if anybody says anything contrary about Him, I 
don’t  believe it.  When we are very close to someone and we know about them, then even if 
somebody tells  us  something negative  about  them,  we would not  accept  it. االعــــــــــــــــــلــى  املــــــــــــــــــثــل   -وهلل 

knowledge about Allah needs to be so firm in out hearts that nothing negative can affect it. It 
needs to be fixed in our hearts. If one only has knowledge but hasn’t reached certainty, then he can 
be affected by people or situations. 

When there is certainty in the heart, then the heart goes to Him alone even if there are so many 
‘means’ in between. For example, sometimes we make dua and Allah sends the ‘means’ to us- now 
is the time of test. Is my heart looking at the ‘means’ or is it still attached to Him alone? Sometimes 
we become busy admiring the ‘means’ or even our own selfs and the heart forget about Allah- the 
One who sent the ‘means’ to us. The one who has certainty is not affected by the ‘means’- nothing 
tangible can change him because he believes in Allah and everything is from Him. Knowledge 
 .are from Allah (اليقني) and certainty (العلم)

How can one get يقني (certainty)? 

After Allah teaches us, then He will ‘show’ us that knowledge in our life. We need to understand 
the actions of Allah- He deals with us exactly according to what we learn. For example, after Allah 
teaches us He is Ar-Razzaq, He ‘shows’ us that HE is the One Who is providing us. Depending on 
ones’ level, one can ‘see’ this. After learning, there will be a ‘test’- but it will only be for a moment. 
The test does not last forever. For example, when there are complicated equations to solve in a 
math exam- the one who knows the basics and his foundation is strong will be able to solve the 
complicated problem with a simple solution. When the foundation of knowledge about Allah is 
strong, then one will not be deceived with the test. When Allah tests you, then He will give you 
certainty. The test is not something that we expect- it is to test us- do you still have certainty in the 
perfection of Allah despite this test? The provision used to come to Maryam عــــــــــــــــــلـيـهـا الـســــــــــــــــــالم but later 

she had to take the ‘means’- but she had certainty so this test did not affect her. 

Yaqeen is a crucial stage. The scholars emphasise focusing on knowledge and certainty as the rest 
will follow more easily. Our duty is to acquire knowledge and to build certainty in our hearts. 
Yaqeen is not with new information- it comes with repetition of the same knowledge.

The Second Condition: Certainty negating Doubts اليقني املنافي للشك
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!
Some have knowledge and yaqeen, but they are not accepting, they are stubborn- this is an action 
of the heart. Maryam عــــليها الســــالم was a slave (عــــبد) in all conditions because she accepted the decree. 

We need to accept the decree by attaching to Allah alone in every situation.

! !

To accept means to change ones’ lifestyle and this is not suiting the desire. Desire is a barrier for 
acceptance. For example, some have knowledge and yaqeen that the hijab is a command from 
Allah but they do not accept it because it requires changing their lifestyle. Or some cannot accept 
the decree- only Allah knows this as it is in the heart. Maryam  عــــــــــــــــــلـيـهـا الـســــــــــــــــــالم accepted the decree 

though she was going through a very difficult situation. Even Ibrahim عــــــــــــــــــلـيـه الـســــــــــــــــــالم accepted. The 

Quraysh had knowledge and they had yaqeen about Allah but they did not accept because they 
would have to change their lifestyle.  We need to accept the nurturing, commands and decree 
because it is all from Allah. 

!
This refers to the outer submission- after the heart, then the tongue and limbs submit to Allah. He 
tells us in Surah Az Zumar:

 وانيبوا الى ربكم واسلموا له
"And turn in repentance and in obedience with true Faith (Islamic Monotheism) to your Lord and submit to Him, (in Islam), 

(Surah Az Zumar 39:54)

Faith shows on the outer actions- it increases and decreases depending on our actions. The uncle 
of the Prophet صــــــــــــــــلى اهلل عــــــــــــــــليه وســــــــــــــــلم had knowledge and certainty but he did not accept and submit. 

Submission comes after acceptance. We need to access ourselves and strive against ourselves to 
overcome our weaknesses. Am I lacking in knowledge? Do I have certainty? Am I accepting and 
submitting to? Nobody can answer these questions for us except our own selves. 

When one accepts in the heart, then he will overcome all barriers- the people, shaithan. Allah tells 
us in Surah Al Baqarah after Ayatul Kursi:

ال اكراه في الدين قد تبني الرشد من الغي
There is no compulsion in religion. Verily, the Right Path has become distinct from the wrong path. (Surah Al Baqarah 2:256)

The Third Condition: Acceptance negating Rejection القبول املنافي للرد

How do you react to the 

decree- are you accepting, or 

are you rejecting?

To accept means to be pleased with the nurturing, 

decree and commands of Allah. We cannot say I 

believe in some and I don’t accept others. 

The Fourth Condition: Submission negating Abandoning االنقياد املنافي للترك
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We need to be truthful and not lie to ourself. The hypocrite is doing the deeds but he is lying- he is 
not doing it for the sake of Allah. There are those who have the previous conditions but fail in 
being truthful.

!

What is the difference between truthfulness صدق and sincerity اإلخالص? 

Truthfulness is before doing any good deed. You need to wait and analyse your motive, meaning 
why am I doing this deed? For example to come to study circle, to give charity, etc. Am I doing it 
for the sake of Allah? The person is submitting but why  is he doing it? Does he have a truthful 
intention? To have sidq صــــــــــــــــــدق means to start on the right foundation. Before you pray, you need to 

ask yourself- why are you praying? 
Sincerity is during the deeds. While performing the deeds, purify and remove all dirt, meaning 
anything that can spoil the deed. This is the struggle during the deeds. Sometimes you start with a 
good intention, but we also need to constantly purify the motive throughout the deeds.

!
This is the last condition- LOVE. To love being a slave of Allah. He is not relieved after completing 
deeds and neither is he hating it- this would be a waste. The religion is based on love- how can 
you be a slave if you are not loving it?

After completing all these levels, the person will be a worshipper (عبد). 

The Fifth Condition: Truthfulness negating Lying الصدق املنافي للكذب

The Sixth Condition: Sincerity negating Shirk (associating with rather than Allah) 

االخالص املنافي للشرك

The Seventh Condition: Love negating Hatred املحبة املنافي للبغض 
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