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Ask the Children of Israel how 
many a sign of evidence We have 

given them. And whoever 
exchanges the favor of Allah [for 

disbelief] after it has come to him - 
then indeed, Allah is severe in 

penalty.
2:211

َسْل

◀ فعل أمر إْسئل 
A verb of command  

بَِني إِْسرَاِئيَل
The offspring of Ya'qub عليه السالم

Allah commands the Prophet Mohammad صلى اهلل عليه وسلم to question the Bani Israeel. Their 
forefathers were messengers, but they were so rebellious. They even killed so many of their 
messengers. 

َكْم آتَيْنَاُهم مِّْن آيٍَة بَيِّنٍَة
 اإلستفهام للتوبيخ
This question is for berating them. So many clear signs came to them, and they didn't change. The 
word آية in itself means a clear sign, and Allah stresses it by adding بينة. These ayaat or signs were so 
clear, there was no mistaking that they were from Allah. They wanted more evidence only as a 
delaying tactic, as an excuse to not believe. For the believer, even one ayah is enough. The 
disbeliever will not believe however many signs come his way. 

There were two kinds of ayaat for the Bani Israeel.
 آيات بينات
🔺 ◀ التورة  شرعية 
🔺 ◀ العصا واليد كونية 
The Tawrah was a legislative sign. Musa عليه السالم got the Tawrah in a tangible form, as stone tablets, 
because Bani Israeel only believe in the tangible. Although they could physically see the Tawrah, they 
still rejected it. The stick and the hand of Musa which was shining white were universal signs. The 
stick turned into a snake, parted the Red Sea, and burst forth 12 springs for the 12 tribes of Bani 
Israeel. There were other signs for Firawn, but for the Bani Israeel, these were the signs. 



The signs were so visible, but they still rejected them. Logically, they should have increased their faith 
and certainty, making them grateful. Not only did they reject the signs, but they were ungrateful as 
well. Their feet were not yet dry from crossing the sea bed, but they asked for an idol, when they saw 
some people worshipping one. This shows their extreme ingratitude. 

َوَمن يُبَدِّْل ِنْعَمَة اهللَِّ ِمن بَْعِد َما َجاَءتُْه
 التحذير
A warning for anyone who exchanges the blessings of Allah with ingratitude. 

Have you not considered those who 
exchanged the favor of Allah for 
disbelief and settled their people [in] the 
home of ruin?
[It is] Hell, which they will [enter to] burn, and wretched is 
the settlement.
 سورة إبراهيم
14:28-29

Apply this to yourself : how many ayaat does Allah teach you in a day? We need to be grateful, that 
Allah teaches teaches you need to know at any given time. The Qura'an comes gradually, according 
to how much your heart can take. 

Any blessing that Allah gives you, whether it is a blessing of dunya or akhirah, don't replace it with 
ingratitude, which is a minor kufr. For instance, Allah gave Bani Israeel Mann and Salwa, ready made 
food, in the middle of the desert, which they received regularly without any effort. This was a great 
sign and a great blessing, but they got bored of it, asking instead for lowly food, like lentils, onions, 
garlic, etc, which they would have to cultivate themselves. This was such ingratitude. 

That incident is recorded in the following ayah : 

And [recall] when you said, "O Musa, we can 
never endure one [kind of] food. So call upon 

your Lord to bring forth for us from the earth its 
green herbs and its cucumbers and its garlic 
and its lentils and its onions." [Musa] said, 

"Would you exchange what is better for what is 
less? Go into [any] settlement and indeed, you 
will have what you have asked." And they were 

covered with humiliation and poverty and 
returned with anger from Allah [upon them]. 

That was because they [repeatedly] 
disbelieved in the signs of Allah and killed the 
prophets without right. That was because they 

disobeyed and were [habitually] transgressing. 
سورة البقرة 

2:61 

The nation of Saba' were also ungrateful of the blessings bestowed upon them by Allah. They had a 
city of gardens and an easy life, with easy travel, but they didn't appreciate it, making kufr by showing 
their ingratitude to these blessings. 



That incident is related by Allah thus : 

There was for [the tribe of] Saba' 
in their dwelling place a sign: 

two [fields of] gardens on the right 
and on the left. [They were told], "Eat from the 

provisions of your Lord and be grateful to 
Him. A good land [have you], and a forgiving 

Lord."
But they turned away [refusing], so 

We sent upon them the flood of the dam, and 
We replaced their two [fields of] gardens 

with gardens of bitter fruit, tamarisks and 
something of sparse lote trees.

[By] that We repaid them because they 
disbelieved. And do We [thus] repay except 

the ungrateful?
And We placed between them and the cities 
which We had blessed [many] visible cities. 

And We determined between them the 
[distances of] journey, [saying], "Travel 

between them by night or day in safety."
But [insolently] they said,"Our Lord, lengthen the distance between our journeys," 

and wronged themselves, so We made them narrations and dispersed them in total dispersion. 
Indeed in that are signs for everyone patient and grateful.

 سورة سبأ
34:15-19

فَِإنَّ اهللََّ َشِديُد اْلِعَقاِب
The more ayaat come, the more shukr you should make. This elevates you, even if you don't act 
upon them. If you are not grateful, then wait for the punishment. This ayah ends with the names of 
Allah, which means that Allah will deal with you with these names. The punishment of Allah is severe.

The punishment may be deprivation of that blessing. If you make shukr, the blessing is preserved, 
and Allah will also increase it.

Beautified for those who disbelieve is the 
life of this world, and they ridicule those 

who believe. But those who fear Allah are 
above them on the Day of Resurrection. 

And Allah gives provision to whom He wills 
without account.

2:212

 زُيَِّن لِلَِّذيَن َكفَرُوا اْلَحيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا َويَْسَخرُوَن
ِمَن الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا
The reason behind the ingratitude is 
dunya, the great deception. The dunya is 



ugly and lowly, but the shaitan adorns and beautifies it in the eyes of people who disbelieve, making it 
appear so attractive. 

َوالَِّذيَن اتََّقوْا فَوَْقُهْم يَوَْم اْلِقيَاَمِة
The believer knows the reality of the life of dunya. The disbeliever believes what he sees, and the 

believer believes what Allah says. In the eyes of the disbeliever, the 
dunya is beautiful. This is the work of the shaitan, he is the tool for the 
beatification of the dunya, the means. The faith of the believer is the 
dominant factor, showing him the reality. The shaitan is a make up 
artist, making the ugly face of the dunya appear beautiful, by coating it 
with make up. The believer is not taken in by this trick. 

Allah gave the shaitan this ability, to be the means of misguidance, so 
actually he adorns the dunya with the permission of Allah. This is our 
test, because all the actions of Allah are perfect. The shaitan is made 
a test for us, to see who is will follow him. Allah already knows, but it is 

to provide us with evidence. 

When people attach to the dunya, it leads to all sorts of problems, from crimes to war. Some people, 
think only of dunya day and night. The deceptive beauty attracts them. Others get the blessings of 
dunya but are not attached to it, because they know it is temporary, and will eventually go away. 

َواهللَُّ يَرْزُقُ َمن يََشاُء ِبَغيِْر ِحَساٍب
Allah deals with all of us according to what is in our hearts. The disbelievers deserve to be deceived 
by the dunya. 

The Qura'an is a source of increasing your faith. If you take a break from it, your faith will become 
weak, and the shaitan will manage to make you be attracted to the dunya. 

Indeed, for those who do not believe in the Hereafter, We have made pleasing to them their deeds, 
so they wander blindly.
 سورة النمل
27:4

I found her and her people prostrating to the sun instead of Allah , and Satan has made their deeds 
pleasing to them and averted them from [His] way, so they are not guided.
 سورة النمل
27:24

The actions of Allah are perfect, and the actions of the shaitan are evil. Allah makes the dunya a test 
for you, but the shaitan wants you to be misguided. 

 َوَما اْلَحيَاةُ الدُّنْيَا إاِلَّ َمتَاُع
اْلُغرُوِر

And what is the life of this 
world except the 

enjoyment of delusion
سورة آِل عمران 
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