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This ayah tells us the response of Allah, 
which is full of mercy.

[He was told], "O Zakaria, indeed We give you 
good tidings of a boy whose name will be 
John. We have not assigned to any before 

[this] name."
19:7

يَا زََكِريَّا
Allah inspired to Zakaria and gave him glad 
tidings, through the angels.

رَُك  إِنَّا نُبَشِّ
   verb ▶ َر  بَشَّ

To give a glad tiding, the effect of which 

shows in the face, in the form of a glow. 
ِبُغاَلمٍ
Even before he was conceived, Allah told Zakaria 
that he would be a boy. An ultrasound scan can 
only sometimes inform us about the gender of the 
child in the womb after it is created, and is 
somewhat developed. 

Zakaria wanted a son, because only a man can 
carry the message forward. When the mother of 
Maryam was expecting a baby, she pledged to 
give the baby, whom she assumed would be a 
son, to the service of Allah.

ِميعُ ٱۡلَعلِيُم إِذۡ َقاَلِت ٱۡمرَأَُت ِعۡمَرٲَن رَبِّ إِنِّى نَذَرُۡت َلَك َما ِفى بَطِۡنى ُمَحرَّرً۬ا فَتََقبَّۡل ِمنِّىٓۖ إِنََّك أَنَت ٱلسَّ
Remember) when the wife of 'Imrân said: "O my Lord! I have vowed to You what is in my womb to 

be dedicated for Your services, so accept this, from me. Verily, You are the All-Hearer, the All-
Knowing." 

يۡتُہَا َمۡريََم َوإِنِّىٓ ا َوَضَعتۡہَا َقاَلۡت رَبِّ إِنِّى َوَضۡعتُہَآ أُنثَىٰ َوٱهللَُّ أَۡعَلُم ِبَما َوَضَعۡت َوَليَۡس ٱلذََّكُر َكٱأۡلُنثَىٰۖ َوإِنِّى َسمَّ  فََلمَّ
يۡطَـِٰن ٱلرَِّجيمِ يَّتََها ِمَن ٱلشَّ  أُِعيذَُها ِبَك َوذُرِّ

Then when she gave birth to her she said: "O my Lord! I have given birth to a female child,"and 
Allâh knew better what she brought forth, "And the male is not like the female, and I have named 
her Maryam, and I seek refuge with You for her and for her offspring from Shaitan, the outcast.

سورة آِل عمرآن 
3:35-36



She gave birth to Sayyedah Maryam, a special lady, who is mentioned by her name in the Qura'an. 

اْسُمُه يَْحيَىٰ
The chain of events with Maryam led Zakaria to make dua to Allah for a son. Allah had already 
decided upon a name for this boy, yet unborn, not even conceived : Yahya. All out names are given to 
us from Allah, through the means of our parents. But this boy was special; his father was informed of 
his name by Allah. 

يَْحيَىٰ

 life ◀ ◀ حياة  إسم 

يَْحيَا 
  to live a good life  ◀ ◀ عائش حياة طيبة  فعل 

The name ٰيَْحيَى has two parts : 
🔺  الحياة الحسية
a tangible and physical life
🔺 ◀حياة الروح و القلب    الحياة املعنوية 
 An intangible life, of the soul and heart 

The life of the heart and soul is your faith and religion. Allah assures Zakaria that he will have a real 
and physical son, with a body and soul. 

The one who doesn't know Allah is as if dead. When Allah teaches you the Deen, you are alive. 

 أََوَمن َكاَن َميْتًا فَأَْحيَيْنَاهُ َوَجَعْلنَا َلُه نُورًا يَْمِشي ِبِه ِفي النَّاِس َكَمن مَّثَُلُه ِفي الظُُّلَماِت َليَْس ِبَخاِرجٍ
مِّنَْها ۚ َكذَٰلَِك زُيَِّن لِْلَكاِفِريَن َما َكانُوا يَْعَمُلوَن

And is one who was dead and We gave him life and made for him light by which to walk among the 
people like one who is in darkness, never to emerge therefrom? Thus it has been made pleasing to 

the disbelievers that which they were doing.
سورة األَنَْعام 

6:122

 َمْن َعِمَل َصالًِحا مِّن ذََكٍر أَْو أُنثَىٰ َوُهوَ ُمؤِْمٌن فََلنُْحِييَنَُّه َحيَاةً طَيِّبًَة ۖ َوَلنَْجِزيَنَُّهْم أَْجرَُهم ِبأَْحَسِن َما
َكانُوا يَْعَمُلوَن

Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a believer - We will surely cause 
him to live a good life, and We will surely give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the 

best of what they used to do.
سورة النحل 

16:97



َلْم نَْجَعل لَُّه ِمن َقبُْل َسِميًّا 
He was the first person to be given this name. His manners and chancre were also unheard of in his 
time. Zakaria made his dua because he couldn't find anyone worthy to carry the message of Deen 
forward, so his son, the result of his dua, was, compared to others at that time, the best. He had 
sound knowledge and character.

When you make a dua to Lakh, He gives you more than you ask for. Yahya was unique, in name and 
character. 

Yahya was killed when he was young. He died as a martyr, so he is alive forever. Zakaria was also 
killed. 

 َقاَل رَبِّ أَنَّىٰ يَُكوُن لِي ُغاَلٌم وََكانَِت اْمرَأَِتي َعاِقرًا
َوَقْد بََلْغُت ِمَن اْلِكبَِر ِعِتيًّا
He said, "My Lord, how will I have a 
boy when my wife has been barren 
and I have reached extreme old 
age?"
19:8
 
َقاَل رَبِّ
Zakaria responded after hearing the 
good news. 

أَنَّىٰ يَُكوُن لِي ُغاَلٌم
He now remembered the obstacles.  
He had no doubts in the ability of 
Allah, he was a messenger. The 
glad tiding was a surprise. Now he 

was thinking of the means. 

Maryam said the same words when she was informed that she would be having a son. 

For Zakaria there were two obstacles.

وََكانَِت اْمرَأَِتي َعاِقرًا 
He had mentioned the condition of his wife before, she was barren. 

َوَقْد بََلْغُت ِمَن اْلِكبَِر ِعِتيًّا 
Now he added his own condition too; he was at the age when he had no desire nor ability.  His old 
age overpowered his ability to have children. 

He didn't think of these obstacles when he made his dua. Now, when Allah had answers his dua, he 
is thinking how, not doubting it, but just wondering. When you make a dua, don't put the obstacles in 
front of your eyes, or you will be convinced it won't happen. 

The stories of the Qura'an are not to be taken as stories only, as كان مكان في قديم الزمان, once upon a 
time. They also should be applied to the situations in your life. Take it as a rule, when you ask Allah 
for something or Deen He will surely grant it. If you ask for dunya matter, you may or may not get it, 
according to what is good for you. Your job is to work to go to Jannah, so when you ask for something 
which will help you get there, Allah will surely help you. A son and wealth can seem like provisions of 



dunya, but they can also be used for akhirah. 

[An angel] said, "Thus [it will be]; your 
Lord says, 'It is easy for Me, for I created 

you before, while you were nothing."
19:9

َقاَل َكذَٰلَِك َقاَل َربَُّك
People may think it is impossible, but this 
is what Allah wanted. This is ربوبية اهلل, He 
nurtures everyone, physically and with 
the heart. Allah is Able to make an old 
and barren woman conceive, and an 
elderly man to have desire and ability. 
Allah would provide and care for Yahya.  

ُهوَ َعَليَّ َهيٌِّن
This is easy for Allah, effortless. 

َوَقْد َخَلْقتَُك ِمن َقبُْل َوَلْم تَُك َشيْئًا
Look at your creation, you were nothing, nonexistent, and Allah initiated your creation from 
nothingness. 

He said, "My Lord, make for me a sign." He 
said, "Your sign is that you will not speak to 
the people for three nights, [being] sound."

19:10

َقاَل رَبِّ اْجَعل لِّي آيًَة
Zakaria trusted Allah completely. He asked 
for a sign that his wife would conceive, so 
that his heart wouldn't rest and at peace.  

This resembles Ibraheem عليه السالم, when he 
asked Allah to show him how He resurrected 
the dead.

 َوإِذْ َقاَل إِبْرَاِهيُم رَبِّ أَرِِني َكيَْف تُْحِيي امْلَوْتَىٰ ۖ َقاَل أََوَلْم تُؤِْمن ۖ َقاَل بََلىٰ َولَِٰكن لِّيَطَْمِئنَّ َقْلِبي ۖ َقاَل فَُخذْ أَْربََعًة مَِّن الطَّيِْر
فَُصرُْهنَّ إَِليَْك ثُمَّ اْجَعْل َعَلىٰ ُكلِّ َجبٍَل مِّنُْهنَّ ُجزًْءا ثُمَّ اْدُعُهنَّ يَأِْتينََك َسْعيًا ۚ َواْعَلْم أَنَّ اهللََّ َعِزيزٌ َحِكيٌم

And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, show me how You give life to the dead." [ Allah ] 
said, "Have you not believed?" He said, "Yes, but [I ask] only that my heart may be 

satisfied." [ Allah ] said, "Take four birds and commit them to yourself. Then [after slaughtering 
them] put on each hill a portion of them; then call them - they will come [flying] to you in haste. And 

know that Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise."
سورة البقرة 

2:260



This shows that messengers are only human. There are so many ayaat in dunya, of matters of faith. 
For example, rain making the dead land alive is like resurrection. These signs increase and reinforce 
your faith. 

َقاَل آيَتَُك أاَلَّ تَُكلَِّم النَّاَس ثاََلَث َليَاٍل
So Allah gives him a very strange sign. For three days, Zakaria would not be able to speak to 
anyone. This is also a mercy, because he wouldn't be able to tell anyone his news. This is a lesson 
for us not to tell everyone whatever is going on in our lives. Even if he wanted to, his tongue was 
unable to speak. 

Maryam was also told by Allah not to speak when she brought the baby Eesa عليه السالم back to her 
people. This shows that when you are in a difficult situation, don't speak. 

َسوِيًّا
Although Zakaria عليه السالم was whole and normal, he was unable to speak for those three days. He 
didn't have a physical disability, but he was stopped from speaking. This shows that Allah is the One 
will allows us to speak. 

Allah gave Zakaria the sign of silence. This was a mercy, giving him time to think and absorb the 
news, and not let his emotions overwhelm him.  


