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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Being Dutiful to the Parents ( الوالدين بر ) – Class #5 

Chapter: To be dutiful to parents as long as it does not entail disobedience ( باب يبر والديه

 (ما لم يكن معصية

Hadith: ( َثَنا دُ  َحدَّ ، َعْبد   ْبنُ  ُمَحمَّ يز  َثَنا  : َقالَ  اْلَعز  اب   ْبنُ  َمل ك  الْ  َعْبدُ  َحدَّ ي   َبْكَرةَ  أَب ي ْبن   هللا   ُعَبْيد   ْبن   اْلَخطَّ  لَق يُتهُ  اْلَبْصر 

ْملَة   َثن ي  : َقالَ  ب الرَّ د   َحدَّ ٍد، أَُبو َراش  ، أُم   َعنْ  َحْوَشٍب، ْبن   َشْهر   َعنْ  ُمَحمَّ ْرَداء  ْرَداء   أَب ي َعنْ  الدَّ  َرُسولُ  أَْوَصان ي  : َقالَ  الدَّ

كْ  لَ   : ب ت ْسعٍ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللا   ْعتَ  َوإ نْ  ؛ َشْيًئا ب اّللَّ   ُتْشر  ْقَت، أَوْ  قُط  الَةَ  َتْتُرَكنَّ  َولَ  ُحر  ًدا، اْلَمْكُتوَبةَ  الصَّ  ُمَتَعم 

ًدا َتَرَكَها َوَمنْ  َئتْ  ُمَتَعم  ْنهُ  َبر  ُة، م  مَّ َها اْلَخْمَر، َتْشَرَبنَّ  َولَ  الذ  ، ُكل   ْفَتاحُ م   َفإ نَّ عْ  َشرٍّ  َتْخُرجَ  أَنْ  أََمَراكَ  َوإ نْ  َوال َدْيَك، َوأَط 

نْ  َعنَّ  َولَ  لَُهَما، َفاْخُرجْ  ُدْنَياكَ  م  نَ  َتْفُررْ  َولَ  أَْنَت، أَنَّكَ  َرأَْيتَ  َوإ نْ  األَْمر   ُولَةَ  ُتَناز  ، م  ْحف   أَْصَحاُبَك، َوَفرَّ  َهلَْكتَ  َوإ نْ  الزَّ

نْ  َوأَْنف قْ   ,Abu'd-Darda' said) (. َوَجلَّ  َعزَّ  هللا   ف ي َوأَخ ْفُهمْ  أَْهل َك، َعنْ  َعَصاكَ  َتْرَفعْ  َولَ  أَْهل َك، َعلَى َطْول كَ  م 

"The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, recommended 

nine things to me: 'Do not associate anything with Allah, even if you are cut to pieces 

or burned. Do not abandon a prescribed prayer deliberately. Anyone who abandons it 

will forfeit Allah's protection. Do not drink wine - it is the key to every evil. Obey your 

parents. If they command you to abandon your worldly possessions, then leave them 

for them. Do not contend with those in power, even if you think that you are in the 

right. Do not run away from the army when it advances, even if you are killed while 

your companions run away. Spend on your wife out of your means. Do not raise a 

stick against your wife. Cause your family to fear Allah, the Almighty and Exalted.'") - 

Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 18 

 The narrator of the hadith is Abu Ad Dardaa and he was known as a devotee and worshipper. His 

wife was not taking care of herself, and when asked why? She said because her husband is just 

devoted to worship. So he was told all need to be given everyone’s rights. 

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) advised Abu Ad Dardaa about nine matters: 

1. To not associate with Allah (swt) any partner, even if beaten or burned: the place of tawheed and 

shirk is in the heart. So don’t change your heart from tawheed to shirk. A person might be forced 

from the outside, but the heart should remain on the tawheed ( باإليمان مطمئن قلبه و ). Shirk is the 

greatest of sins.  

2. Don’t leave the obligatory prayers intentionally, whoever leaves it then he is outside Allah’s 

protection. The one who deliberately leaves the prayer is like a kafir: Hadith: ( د   َعن   ن   ّللَا   َعب  َدَة، ب   َعن   ُبَري 

دَ  إ نَ   "   وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ّللَا   َرُسولُ  َقالَ  َقالَ  أَب يه ، ي ال َعه  َنَنا الَذ  َنُهمُ  َبي   It was narrated) (   "  َكَفرَ  َفَقد   َتَرَكَها َفَمن   الَصالَةُ  َوَبي 

from 'Abdullah bin Buraidah that his father said: "The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 'The covenant 

that stands between us and them is the Salah; whoever abandons it, he has committed disbelief.'") - 

Sunan an-Nasa'i 463 

3. Do not drink alcohol, because it is the key to evil: drinking alcohol is called ( الفواحش/  الخبائث أم ) – the 

head of indecencies. (خمر) means to be covered, it covers the mind. A person was asked if you had 

to commit one of these sins, which would you choose? To kill, to commit zina, or drink. He said to 
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drink thinking it’s the lesser of the three. So he drank, then committed zina, then killed, subhan 

Allah. The driver of the one drinking is the shaitan. The one who’s calling others to evil begins with 

alcohol because it opens the door to other evils.  

4. To obey the parents, even if it means to leave your duniya/worldly possessions: for example, if they 

tell you they need your car, house, etc, you would offer it to them, but you do not leave your akhira 

for them, like to not wear hijab, or not to pray, etc. Children are a gift from Allah (swt), so you are a 

gift to your parents. And whatever they ask of you from the duniya, you should give it to them, even 

if they ask for money. Hadith: ( ن   َجاب ر   َعن   يدُ  أَب ي َوإ نَ  َوَولًَدا َمالً  ل ي إ نَ  ّللَا   َرُسولَ  َيا َقالَ  َرُجالً، أَنَ  ّللَا ، د  َعب   ب  َتاحَ  أَن   ُير   َيج 

تَ   "   َفَقالَ  َمال ي  It was narrated from Jabir bin 'Abdullah that a man said: "O Messenger of) ( "  ألَب يكَ  َوَمالُكَ  أَن 

Allah, I have wealth and a son, and my father wants to take all my wealth." He said: "You and your 

wealth belong to your father.") – Sunan Ibn Majah Book 12, Hadith 2379. It’s very rare that parents 

would ask, but even if they do, don’t think you’re doing them a favor by giving them money.   

5. Do not dispute with anyone in charge even if you see yourself worthy of giving an opinion or in the 

right (but not in matters of disobeying Allah (swt)): for example the one in charge at school is the 

principal, in the classroom it’s the teacher, at home it’s the father, in a company the ceo, for a city 

the ruler. Each place has its rules and a person should not dispute or argue because it creates 

problems in a society. A person should listen and obey to the one in charge ( الطاعة و السمع ). 

Obedience = barakah ( ركةب الطاعة ) – Allah (swt) will bless your time, your family because you’re 

following the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), and not your desires. For example, at home the father is the one in 

charge, even he says we will go to this place and the children don’t like it. They will go to the mother 

and ask for something else, you have the power to say not to go, but it’s important to teach the 

children to obey the father. It begins from the house because then it carries on to other matters, at 

school and so forth until they become rebellious. It’s not about weakness, but stability. Anything 

that leads to mischief, then the door should be closed.  

6. To not flee from the battle even if others do 

7. Spend on your household generously: don’t give them bare minimum. When Allah (swt) gives you 

more, then you need to give more and the best charity is on your household. For example, a person 

might be earning a certain amount and he’s spending what he’s capable, then he gets promoted and 

his provision is enlarged, then spending on the family should also increase. Not to say, ‘no I won’t 

give them more so they won’t be greedy’.  

8. Do not raise the stick on your family: beating is the last resort for reforming, and never the first 

option. And a person cannot hit in the face and cannot hit with pain or scarring.   

9. Let them fear Allah (swt): don’t make anyone be fearful of others when they do wrong, the best 

reforming is to make them fear Allah (swt). Don’t scare the children by saying ‘your father will do 

this, etc’ because you will be disturbing their reforming and you will make them have a bad image of 

the person you’re making them scared of. Only Allah (swt) should be feared because He’s perfect.  

May Allah (swt) increase us in faith and make us obedient. Ameen.  


