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Surah Maryam ( مريم سورة ) – Ayat 54 to 55  

The Mercy of Allah on His slave Ismael (as) (رحمة هللا بعبده إسماعيل عليه السالم) 

Ayah 54 – ( بِ  فِى َوٱۡذُكرۡ  ـٰ ِعيلَ  ٱۡلِكَت ـٰ   َوَكانَ  ٱۡلَوۡعدِ  َصاِدقَ  َكانَ  ۥ إِنَّهُ   ۚإِۡسَم
ا َرُسول ا

بِي  ا نَّ ) (And mention in the Book 

(the Qur'ân) Ismâ'il (Ishmael). Verily! he was true to what he promised, and he was a 

Messenger, (and) a Prophet) 

 ( ِب ـٰ  ,as previously mentioned in the other ayat :(And mention in the Book (the Qur'ân)) (َوٱۡذُكرۡ  فِى ٱۡلِكَت

( بِ  فِى َوٱۡذُكرۡ  ـٰ ٱۡلِكَت ) is repeated for the messengers. It means ‘O Mohammed, it’s a mercy for you and 

your nation that the stories of the messengers are being mentioned in the Quran’. Allah (swt) 

mentions their stories in the Quran so in order to love them, respect them and take them as role 

models. All messengers had enemies in their life because they’re carrying the truth. Their enemies 

cannot fight the truth itself because it’s so clear and evident, so they cause enmity towards the 

carriers of the truth. What’s important is your reputation in front of Allah (swt), not the people. If 

Allah (swt) praises you then it’s enough, but if everyone praises you and Allah (swt) doesn’t praise 

you, then it’s useless, subhan Allah.  

 ( ِعيلَ  ۚ ـٰ  .Ismael (as) is the first son if Ibrahim (as), he is older than Is’haq (as) :(.Ismâ'il (Ishmael)) (إِۡسَم

Ibrahim (as) was so truthful that whenever he is commanded anything from Allah (swt), he 

immediately fulfills it. Sarah was the first wife of Ibrahim (as) and they grew old together and she 

was barren. Ibrahim (as) asked Allah (swt) to be granted good offspring ( طيبة ذرية لدنك من لي هب رب ). 

Even if he doesn’t have the means, he still made dua’a. Hajar, who was from Egypt, was gifted to 

Sarah, and Hajar was young and Sarah was old, so she gifted Hajar to Ibrahim (as). Hajar conceived 

and had Ismael (as). Sarah was jealous and told Ibrahim (as) to take Hajar and her child away, and he 

did. Anyone would think of taking them to a civilized place or back to Egypt, but Allah (swt) inspired 

Ibrahim (as) to take them to Makkah. Imagine having a child at old age and this child is something 

you’ve always wanted –  you’ll be ready to do everything for them, but now Ibrahim (as) is leaving 

them. Allah (swt) wanted Ibrahim (as) to be Khalil Allah. To leave Hajar and his son is leaving them to 

death but Ibrahim (as) has so much trust in Allah (swt). Notice that Hajar obeyed her husband and it 

shows when you obey your husband even if it’s not in your desire, then you will find barakah. Of 

course you don’t obey when commanded to disobey Allah (swt). Zamzam water was given and this 

water is even sufficient as food. When the water came, then more people started to come and in 

particular an Arab tribe came called – Jurham. Ismael (as) grew up with their children and he is the 

first messenger to speak Arabic, subhan Allah. There are two types of Arabs:  

o ( العاربة العرب ): those who speak Arabic 

o ( المستعربة العرب ): those who adopted the Arabic language 

 Ismael (as) was the first to ride horses because horses were considered wild animals at the time. The 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) even encouraged to teach your children horse riding. Ibrahim (as) would come and 

visit Hajar and Ismael (as), on the other hand, Sarah also conceived and had Is’haq. When Ismael (as) 

reached an age when Ibrahim (as) can really enjoy his company, around the age of fourteen when 

he can speak with him and they can understand each other, an incident happen.  
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 Surah As Saaffat 99-102: ( لِِحيَن ( ٩٩)ٰى َربِّى َسَيۡہِديِن َوَقاَل إِنِّى َذاِهٌب إِلَ  ـٰ ٍم َحلِيٍمٍ۬ ( ٠١١)َربِّ َهۡب لِى ِمَن ٱلصَّ ـٰ ُه بُِغلَ ـٰ ۡرَن َفَبشَّ

ٓى أَۡذَبُحَك َفٱنُظۡر َماَذا َتَرىٰ ( ٠١٠) ٓى أََرٰى فِى ٱۡلَمَناِم أَنِّ ُبَنىَّ إِنِّ ـٰ ۡعَى َقاَل َي ا َبلََغ َمَعُه ٱلسَّ ََٓبَ  َۚفلَمَّ ـٰ ُ  ِۖت ٱۡفَعۡل َما ُتۡؤَمرُ  َقاَل َي ََ ٱّلَّ ُِِدنِٓى إِن َشآ  َسَت

بِِريَن  ـٰ (٠١١)ِمَن ٱلصَّ ) (And he said (after his rescue from the fire): "Verily, I am going to my Lord. He will 

guide me!" (99) "My Lord! Grant me (offspring) from the righteous." (100) So We gave him the glad 

tidings of a forbearing boy. (101) And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with him, he said: 

"O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you (offer you in sacrifice to Allâh), so look 

what you think!" He said: "O my father! Do that which you are commanded, Inshâ' Allâh (if Allâh 

will), you shall find me of As-Sâbirun (the patient)." (102))  

o After Ibrahim (as) came out of the fire and left his people and father, he knew that Allah 

(swt) will guide him even if he doesn’t have a place in mind. 

o Ibrahim (as) asked for righteous offspring, he asked for the deen not duniya. So he was 

given glad tidings of a ( حليم غالم ) – forbearing son – Ismael (as). Ibrahim (as) asked for 

 – (الحلم) son, subhan Allah. Allah (swt) loves (حليم) and he was given a (صالحين)

forbearance. This is a praised attribute because the one who is forbearing has a big 

heart to pardon people and be able to take on the harm of others. When you’re 

forbearing. Hadith: ( بِيَّ  أَنَّ  َعبَّاٍس، اْبنِ  َعنِ   َخْصلََتْينِ  فِيكَ  إِنَّ   "   اْلَقْيسِ  َعْبدِ  ألََشجِّ  َقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ

ُهَما ُ  ُيِحبُّ  Ibn 'Abbas narrated that the Messenger of Allah said to the Ashajj) ("  َواألََناةُ  اْلِحْلمُ  هللاَّ

'Abdul-Qais: "Indeed there are two traits in you that Allah loves: Forbearance, and 

deliberateness.") – Jami` at-Tirmidhi 2011.  Someone who is forbearing takes everything 

without arguing. Imagine having a son that is not haleem – it’s very challenging. People 

think if the father is not around and he’s going out with his friends at night instead, then 

that’s the reason for the child’s bad manners or because of school. But you need to go 

to Allah (swt) and He will make the correct environment. Allah (swt) made him haleem 

from the start.  

o When Ibrahim (as) started to enjoy the time with Ismael (as) and do things together, 

Ibrahim (as) had a vision of slaughtering Ismael (as). Anything that the messengers 

dream is true. It’s the most difficult thing for a parent to lose a child, and it wasn’t a 

vision that the child will die from sickness, but that Ibrahim (as) would have to slaughter 

his own son, subhan Allah. That’s why the position of Ibrahim (as) is so high, and Allah 

(swt) knows he will pass the test. When we look at what we’re going through, it’s so 

minor. And he didn’t go to Hajar and tell her about the vision otherwise it can affect his 

decision. Ibrahim (as) went to Ismael (as) and told him that I had a vision to slaughter 

you, imagine how difficult it would be to say this and he’s his first son. But Ismael (as) 

was haleem, he had a big heart and he could take it. Imagine people wanted Ibrahim 

(as) wanted to be killed in the fire as a boy because of the idols, and now Ibrahim (as) 

has to slaughter his son with a knife, to see the blood, subhan Allah. But of course the 

incident with Ismael (as) is a command from Allah (swt).  

o Ibrahim (as) asked his son, ‘what do you think?’ And he said, ‘my father, do what you 

are commanded’. And this is a great test for both of them. Yet he submitted, just as his 

mother submitted. ‘You will find me by the will of Allah from the patient ones’. He didn’t 

say ‘I’ll be patient’, he’s not depending on himself. Imagine for someone to be killed by 

his own father is very difficult – you have to be patient on the command, patient on the 
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haram, and patient on the decree – he’s facing all three, subhan Allah. This test is the 

most suitable for Ismael (as), not Is’haq (as). That’s why you can’t assume your children 

can do the same like their siblings, each has different personalities and talents that can 

be used to serve Allah (swt).  

 Surah As Saaffat 103-111: ( آ أَۡسلََما َوَتلَُّه ۥ  بِيِن َفلَمَّ َِ ٓإِۡبَرٲِهيُم ( ٠١١)لِۡل ـٰ ُه أَن َي ـٰ َدۡيَن ـٰ َيآ ( ٠١١)َوَن َۡ ۡقَت ٱلرُّ ى  َۚقۡد َصدَّ ِِ ِۡ َذٲلَِك َن ََ ا   إِنَّ

ُٓؤْا ٱۡلُمبِيُن ( ٠١١)ٱۡلُمۡحِسنِيَن  ـٰ َذا لَُهَو ٱۡلَبلَ ـٰ ُه بِِذۡبٍح َعِظيٍمٍ۬ ( ٠١١)إِنَّ َه ـٰ َنا َعلَ ( ٠١١)َوَفَدۡيَن َۡ ٌم َعلَٰىٓ إِۡبَرٲِهيَم ( ٠١١)ۡيِه فِى ٱأۡلَِخِريَن َوَتَر ـٰ َسلَ

ى ٱۡلُمۡحِسنِيَن ( ٠١٩) ِِ ِۡ َذٲلَِك َن ُه ۥ ِمۡن ِعَباِدَنا ٱۡلُمۡؤِمنِيَن ( ٠٠١)ََ (٠٠٠)إِنَّ ) (Then, when they had both submitted 

themselves (to the Will of Allâh), and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead (or on the side of his 

forehead for slaughtering); (103) And We called out to him: "O Abraham! (104) You have fulfilled the 

dream!" Verily! thus do We reward the Muhsinûn (good-doers - see V.2:112). (105) Verily, that 

indeed was a manifest trial. (106) And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice (i.e. کبش - a ram); 

(107) And We left for him (a goodly remembrance) among the later generations. (108) Salâmun 

(peace) be upon Ibrâhim (Abraham)!" (109) Thus indeed do We reward the Muhsinûn (good-doers - 

see V.2:112). (110) Verily, he was one of Our believing slaves. (111))  

o It’s just a moment of submission, Allah (swt) doesn’t want anything bad for you. Both 

Ibrahim (as) and Ismael (as) submitted to the command of Allah (swt). Ibrahim (as) 

didn’t even think what he would do with the body, he didn’t want to look at his son’s 

face while doing it, so he put Ismael’s face to the side, and while he was in the moment 

of slaughtering, at the tightest moment, the bottleneck moment., Ibrahim (as) was 

called and told that he has fulfilled the vision. This is how the muhsineen are rewarded. 

He faced a great and apparent trial, but he succeeded. Allah (swt) sent a sheep and this 

was ransomed in place of Ismael (as). That’s why in Eid Al Adh’ha we sacrifice the 

sheep/ram, imagine sacrificing children, subhan Allah.  

o It’s an honor to have been raised in Makkah and from his line came one messenger – 

the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص).  

o Ismael (as) got married and Ibrahim (as) came and knocked on the door, Ismael (as) was 

not around, but his wife was. She didn’t know that Ibrahim (as) was Ismael’s father. He 

asked her, how is your life? And she complained though she was recently married. Then 

he told her, give my salam to him and tell him to change the threshold of the door. Then 

he left, when Ismael (as) came back, she told him of the visitor and he told her that’s my 

father and he commanded me to divorce you, and he submitted. Nowadays this cannot 

be just done because no one has the taqwa of Ibrahim (as) and Ismael (as). Then Ismael 

(as) married again and Ibrahim (as) visited again and Ismael (as) was not around but the 

wife was, and he asked her about her situation and she was grateful, so he told her to 

give my salam to Ismael and to keep the threshold of the door firm. He told her that was 

my father and told me to keep you, and he had 12 sons from her.  

 Surah Al Baqarah 127-129: ( آ  ۡل ِمنَّ َنا َتَقبَّ ِعيُل َربَّ ـٰ ُم ٱۡلَقَواِعَد ِمَن ٱۡلَبۡيِت َوإِۡسَم ـۧ ِميُع ٱۡلَعلِيُم  َۖوإِۡذ َيۡرَفُع إِۡبَرٲِه َنا ( ٠١١) إِنََّك أَنَت ٱلسَّ َربَّ

 
ة ٍ۬ تَِنآ أُمَّ يَّ َعۡلَنا ُمۡسلَِمۡيِن لََك َوِمن ُذرِّ ِۡ َنا َوُتۡب َعلَۡيَنآ َوٱ ََ  لََّك َوأَِرَنا َمَناِس

ۡسلَِمة ٍ۬ ِحيُم  ۖمُّ اُب ٱلرَّ وَّ َنا َوٱۡبَعۡث فِيِهۡم َرُسول ٍ۬ ( ٠١١) إِنََّك أَنَت ٱلتَّ َربَّ

يِہمۡ  َِّ َِ َمَة َوُي َۡ َب َوٱۡلِح ـٰ َت َِ تَِك َوُيَعلُِّمُهُم ٱۡل ـٰ اَي ََ ۡنُہۡم َيۡتلُوْا َعلَۡيِہۡم  َك أَ  ۚمِّ يُم  إِنَّ َِ ُِ ٱۡلَح ي ِِ (٠١٩)نَت ٱۡلَع ) (And (remember) when Ibrâhim 

(Abraham) and (his son) Ismâ'il (Ishmael) were raising the foundations of the House (the Ka'bah at 

Makkah), (saying), "Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily! You are the All-Hearer, the All-

Knower." (127) "Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You and of our offspring a nation 
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submissive unto You, and show us our Manâsik (all the ceremonies of pilgrimage - Hajj and 'Umrah), 

and accept our repentance. Truly, You are the One Who accepts repentance, the Most Merciful. 

(128) "Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their own (and indeed Allâh answered their 

invocation by sending Muhammad Peace be upon him ), who shall recite unto them Your Verses and 

instruct them in the Book (this Qur'ân) and Al-Hikmah (full knowledge of the Islâmic laws and 

jurisprudence or wisdom or Prophethood), and purify them. Verily! You are the All-Mighty, the All-

Wise." (129))  

o Ismael (as) was given the honor to help Ibrahim (as) to raise the foundation of the 

Ka’aba. And anyone who went through such trials are deserving to take on this 

honorable task.   

o The House of Allah is in Makkah and Ismael (as) is in Makkah. That’s why when any 

situation happens that you don’t like, you just need to submit and know that Allah (swt) 

is the Most Kind, Most Merciful. You might not see the wisdom now but your duty is to 

believe in the wisdom. Look at how much they submitted and the goodness that came 

afterwards, even if it was after some time, subhan Allah. We complain and want to 

know ‘why is this happening?’ yet we’re just wasting our energy.  

o They built the Ka’aba and all that come to visit it, they are being rewarded every time, 

subhan Allah. It is a great thing to build the Ka’aba, people perform hajj. Yet they’re not 

proud of their deeds at all, though it’s a great task, they know that Allah (swt) is Great 

and nothing can be good for Him and they’re asking to be forgiven.  

o And then they asked Allah (swt) to show them the manasik for hajj/umrah  – there is the 

Ka’aba, Safah and Marwah, and Maqam Ibrahim.  

o They made a dua’a for a messenger to be sent from them to recite the Book, teach them 

and purify them. And this dua’a is fulfilled with the sending of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص).  

o Ismael (as) died at the age of 137 years.  

 ( ِهُ  ۥ َكانَ  َصاِدقَ  ٱۡلَوۡعد  but for Ismael ,(صديقا) his father is :(,Verily! he was true to what he promised) (إِنَّ

(as) – ( ٱۡلَوۡعدِ  َصاِدقَ  ) – meaning he’s fulfilling the promises. He fulfilled all that Allah (swt) and his 

father told him. From his stories you understand he was fulfilling all promises – at the time of the 

sacrifice, and when he changed his wife.  

 (ا
بِي  ا   نَّ

 he was a messenger telling the people :(and he was a Messenger, (and) a Prophet) (َوَكانَ  َرُسول ا

about Allah (swt), he learned Arabic from Jurham and then was spreading the deen in Arabic, 

subhan Allah. The people were monotheists at the time of Ismael (as), until one person brought an 

idol to Makkah and idol worship continued to spread until the sending of Mohammed (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 

Ayah 55 – ( لَٰوةِ  ۥ أَۡهَلهُ  َيۡأُمرُ  َوَكانَ  َكٰوةِ  بِٱلصَّ ِهۦ ِعندَ  َوَكانَ  َوٱلزَّ ا َربِّ
َمۡرِضي  ا ) (And he used to enjoin on his 

family and his people As-Salât (the prayers) and the Zakât, and his Lord was pleased with 

him) 

 ( َِكٰوة لَٰوةِ  َوٱلزَّ  And he used to enjoin on his family and his people As-Salât (the) (َوَكانَ  َيۡأُمرُ  أَۡهلَهُ  ۥ بِٱلصَّ

prayers) and the Zakât,): recall for Eisa (as) he was commanded to prayer and zakat as long as he’s 

alive. Ismael (as) was of course praying and giving zakat, yet he was known to command his 



 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
Surah Maryam ( مريم سورة ) 

26 November 2015 – 14 Safar 1437 
 

 
Page 5 

household – his children, wives, - to pray and give zakat. So it’s a cause of mercy of Allah (swt) when 

you take care of your household. It’s not the people first but the family. Salat is the top duty 

towards Allah (swt) and Zakat is the top duty towards the people and this is servitude. He was 

commanding those close to him before those who are far. He wanted his family to be of the 

saliheen. You will always make a point for the children to pray, they are to begin prayer at the age of 

7 and if not then they are to be hit at the age of 10. To hit them is not to break or humiliate them 

and never to be hit on the face. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) forbade hitting in the face. But for those who 

are beating their children, then it has no affect on them when you hit them for prayer. It’s your duty 

to pray as well and for them to see you because they will want to do it and join you.  

 (ا
ِهۦ َمۡرِضي  ا  recall for Yahya (as) the invocation was :(and his Lord was pleased with him) (َوَكانَ  ِعندَ  َربِّ

to make him (رضيا). But here it’s (ا
 which is to be pleased with Allah (swt) all the time and for (َمۡرِضي  ا

Allah (swt) to be pleased with you. You will find his mother was pleased, so her son was pleased too, 

subhan Allah. That’s why the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said to choose the good wife. There is no comparison 

between you being pleased with Allah (swt) and Allah (swt) being pleased with you, subhan Allah. In 

the morning/evening supplications, you say ( ربا باّل رضيت ) – you are pleased with Allah as your Rabb, 

as your Nurturer and the nurturing you are facing. We need nurturing in order to go to paradise. 

And when you are truly pleased with Allah (swt) then Allah (swt) will make it a right upon Him to be 

pleased with you and the pleasure of Allah (swt) is greater than paradise, subhan Allah. Hadith: (  َعنْ 

ِ  َرُسولُ  َقالَ  َقالَ  عنه هللا رضى َثْوَباَن، ِ  َرِضيتُ  ُيْمِسي ِحينَ  َقالَ  َمنْ   "   وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاَّ ا بِاّلَّ ا َوبِاإلِْسالَمِ  َرب   دٍ  ِدين  ا َوبُِمَحمَّ  َنبِي  

انَ  ِ  َعلَى َحق  ا ََ  said: ‘Whoever says (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Thawban (ra) said: “The Messenger of Allah) (   "  ُيْرِضَيهُ  أَنْ  هللاَّ

when he reaches the evening: “I am pleased with Allah as (my) Lord, with Islam as (my) religion, and 

with Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as (my) Prophet (Raḍītu billāhi rabban wabil-Islāmi dīnan wa bi-

Muḥammadin nabiyyan) it is a duty upon Allah to please him.’”) - Jami` at-Tirmidhi 3389 When the 

dwellers of paradise are enjoying, Allah (swt) will ask them are you pleased? Imagine a King asking a 

slave. They will say how can we not be pleased when You have given us paradise. Allah (swt) will 

then say, I will give you something better? And they think what can be better. I will be pleased with 

you and never angry with you, subhan Allah. In their life, they took everything that was given to 

them – why should you be angry with the weather, husband, etc? Try to be happy for everything 

you have, don’t complain for what you don’t have. Ask and struggle for the akhira. They were 

pleased with Allah (swt) in their life and Allah (swt) is pleased with them. He will unveil the veil from 

His Face and they will get to see Allah (swt) – Allah (swt) will not do this to anyone He is not pleased 

with, this is great.  

 Be pleased, it’s more than patience, if something you want comes or doesn’t come – it’s no problem 

for you because something better will come. How can you be pleased? When you accuse yourself 

and say my mind has shortcomings, my eyes don’t see right, so it’s better to be pleased. Then you 

will see Allah (swt) will make you pleased because you’re pushing away your desires and Allah (swt) 

will give you insight to see the mercy and wisdom. We are not pleased because we think people are 

in control of giving us and depriving us, that’s why we get unhappy. When you’re pleased, then 

you’re at rest, and you will be able to see Allah’s signs. For example, you wanted to go somewhere 

and you don’t, instead of getting angry, you’re pleased and Allah (swt) will show you to be thankful 

to not have gone. It’s like playing a one person game, there are so many things around you, and in 
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this life people are variables, if you’re just focused on what’s around you then you’ll never finish the 

game, you won’t move forward. That’s why each person’s test is his test.  

May Allah (swt) be pleased with us and may we be pleased with Him. Ameen.    


