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When the Aqeedah is firm; i.e., tied into a knot in the heart, then nothing can change it. Our belief 
will be firm and the deeds will be correct. If the Aqeedah is not firm in the heart, then a person can 
easily be influenced by others and be affected by ‘blind following’. 

The  highest  form  of  worship  is  Tawheed.  After  learning  about  the  three  different  kinds  of 
Tawheed- Tawheed Ar-Ruboobiyah, Tawheed Al- Uloohiyah and Tawheed Al- Asmaa Wa Sifaat; 
now we need to learn about what can nullify Tawheed. It  is  not enough to only know about 
Tawheed without knowing what can nullify it, just as it is important to learn about wudhu` and 
what can nullify it- we need to know the truth (حـق) from falsehood (بـاطـل). Our faith is precious and 

we want to protect it from anything that can spoil it or take it away from us. 

It is very important for us to know and protect ourselves from these matters.  We want our 
tawheed to increase with knowledge about Allah as more devotion comes with knowledge. 

! ! !  

Major Shirk (شرك األكبر) 
Tawheed means ‘to make Allah one’ whereas shirk means to associate others with Allah.
Major shirk (الشرك األكبر) can be of three types:

1. To associate partners with Allah in His Actions (الشرك في الربوبية):

This means to associate with Allah in His Actions (ان يشــرك مــع اهلل فــي افــعالــه). Everything in life is from 

Allah alone- He provides us, guides us, takes care of us, etc. So it is a major shirk to say that 
somebody or something else has ‘some power by itself’,  independent from Allah, to do some 

Major Shirk شرك األكبر Major Kufr كفر األكبر Major Nifaq نفاق األكبر
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action. Though everything comes through ‘means’, we need to believe that they are only a test- 
everything is from Allah alone.  To have ‘means’ is a mercy from Allah. Banu Israel got their 
provision from the sky without ‘means’ yet they were rebellious. 

The fire worshipper مــــــــــــــــــجـوس believes that there are two gods- one who creates good people and 

incidents in the world while another takes creates bad people and situations.  This  is  shirk in 
ruboobiyah- in the actions of Allah. We need to believe that every action is from Allah alone and it 
is good, perfect and full of wisdom. Every leaf that falls is from the actions of Allah. It is important 
not to magnify the ‘means’ behind these actions and to give it some power by itself. This applies to 
magicians- they do not have any power by themselves. Some believe that ‘energy’ is a power in 
and of itself- i.e., to believe that with sujood the negative energy is taken out from our body and to 
then make sujood for the sake of energy- this is considered major shirk. The shirk in today’s times 
are unlike in the past where people worshipped idols. Shaithan injects shirk into your life through 
different  ways  without  you  realise  it-  we  need  to  be  aware  of  his  tricks  and  ask  Allah  for 
protection. Another example is when people think the messengers or the companions have some 
power- though one is not ‘worshipping’ them, to believe in the heart that they have some power 
by itself is shirk. 

Allah does not need anybody, including the ‘means’.  There is no power or might except with 
Allah. We need to have firm belief in this in our hearts. 

2. To associate partners with Allah in His Worship (الشرك في االلوهية):

This means to believe that somebody rather than Allah deserves to be worshipped (ان يـعتقد ان غـير اهلل 

 When one believes that somebody or something else has power by itself, then .(يـســــــــــــــــــتـحـق الــــــــــــــــــعـبـادة

gradually without he realises, he will believe it deserves to be worshipped. Worship means to 
make something an ‘ilah’ in your heart- all your feelings are attached to it- love + hope + fear; you 
magnify it and humiliate yourself to it. For example, one who believes in amulets, he loves it, 
hopes it will protect him and is afraid that if he takes it off he will be afflicted- this is shirk in 
uloohiyah. Anything can be an ‘ilah’ in your life- desire, money, people, things, etc by having 
these feelings towards it. All our feelings need to be for Allah alone- He is our ‘ilah’ and we are 
His slave. 
Shaithan has steps to make one reach this stage- it begins with feelings in the heart until these 
feelings show on the utterances and actions.  This is why the Prophet صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said:

.“ الَ تُطُْروِني َكَما أَطْرَِت النََّصاَرى ابَْن َمْريََم، فَِإنََّما أَنَا َعبُْدهُ، فَُقوُلوا َعبُْد اهللَِّ َورَُسوُلُه "

Narrated `Umar: I heard the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) saying, "Do not exaggerate in praising me as the 

Christians praised the son of Mary, for I am only a Slave. So, call me the Slave of Allah and His 
Apostle.” [Sahih al-Bukhari 3445]
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3. To associate partners with Allah in His Perfection (الشرك في االسمآء والصفات):

This kind of shirk can be manifest in two ways:
• by making Allah ‘low’; i.e., to attribute some imperfection to Him, استغفر اهلل.

• by elevating some of His creation to be in Him position استغفر اهلل.

For  example  to  say  that  Allah  has  a  son  is  attributing  imperfection  to  Him  and  elevating 
somebody else. There is nobody else like Allah- He is the only One Who is perfect and everybody 
else is imperfect. It is shirk to resemble Him to His creation and also to deny some perfection 
about Him that He has told us about. To call Allah by names that He didn't give Himself, for 
example- Father,  is  also shirk.  Also,  we cannot say that the Face of  Allah is  like some of His 
creation and neither can we say that He doesn’t have a Face. استغفر اهلل. We need to believe:  

ليس كمثله شيء  وهو السميع البصير

There is nothing like Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer. [Surah Ash Shura 42:11]

O Allah, I seek refuge in You lest I 
associate anything with You knowingly, 
and I seek Your forgiveness for what I 

know not.
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Allaahumma 'innee 'a'oothu bika 'an 'ushrika bika wa 
'anaa 'a'lamu, wa 'astaghfiruka limaa laa 'a'lamu.


