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Introduction		
Al	Haiyy	means	“Ever	living”.		Haiyy	means	“alive”.	As	a	human	being	our	life	is	imperfect	as	there	was	a	
time	when	we	did	not	exist	and	there	will	be	a	time	when	we	will	not	be	alive.	For	everyone	other	than	
Allah	there	is	a	beginning	and	end	of	their	life.	This	is	based	on	wisdom	of	Allah,	as	He	knows	best	when	
to	terminate	the	life.	Allah	did	not	give	us	the	choice	when	to	be	born	or	die.	There	is	mercy	in	death	as	
well	as	 if	even	something	as	small	as	 fly	did	not	die	then	 it	will	cover	the	horizon	and	there	will	be	no	
light.		There	is	also	mercy	from	Allah	in	not	knowing	the	date	of	our	death	as	we	will	be	very	restless	and	
will	not	be	able	to	do	anything.	
As	we	approach	the	Day	of	Judgment	the	human	lifespan	is	reducing.	During	the	time	of	Noah	the	average	
age	 span	 was	 in	 hundreds.	 This	 is	 mercy	 of	 Allah	 as	 the	 tests	 get	 more	 difficult	 as	 Day	 of	 Judgment	
approaches.	Therefore	the	shorter	life	spans	indicates	mercy.	
Al	Haiyy	means	Allah	is	ever	living	and	everything	besides	Allah	will	perish	and	die.	There	was	never	a	
time	when	Allah	did	not	exist.	When	we	believe	Allah	is	Al	Haiyy	and	everyone	else	is	going	to	perish	then	
we	will	not	worship	anyone	who	is	not	ever	living.			
	

1.	How	can	anyone	worship	who	will	die	?	
We	need	to	worship	someone	who	is	worthy	of	worship.		When	we	depend	on	anyone	besides	Allah	then	
we	are	always	concerned	what	will	happen	if	the	person	is	not	available	when	we	are	in	need.	This	is	why	
we	should	not	depend	or	attach	to	anyone	who	will	die.		
When	we	attach	 to	Allah,	The	Ever-living	we	are	 relaxed,	 as	Allah	will	never	die,	He	 is	 always	witness	
over	us,	He	is	always	hearing	and	seeing	us.	Allah	never	separates	from	His	creation	(not	in	death	and	not	
even	in	sleep)	
	

2.	How	can	one	worship	someone	who	will	sleep	?	
It	 is	 not	 possible	 that	 the	 creator	 will	 separate	 from	 His	 creation	 even	 for	 a	 blink	 of	 an	 eye.	 Sleep	
overcomes	the	creation	and	it	is	like	a	minor	death.	We	cannot	resist	sleep.	Anyone	other	than	Allah	can	
sleep	or	die.	We	cannot	expect	anything	from	a	person	who	will	die	or	sleep.	We	need	to	hope	and	expect	
from	Allah	who	is	Ever	Living	and	will	not	die.	When	we	hope	from	Allah,	He	never	disappoints	us.		

The	human	being	 life	 is	 imperfect	as	 they	have	a	beginning	and	end.	Also	while	 the	human	beings	are	
alive,	our	lives	are	not	perfect.		There	is	some	deficiency	in	everyone’s	life.	This	is	why	we	should	not	be	
jealous	 or	 envious	 of	 anyone	 as	 everyone	 has	 some	 or	 the	 other	 defect.	 	 No	 one’s	 life	 is	 perfect.	 	We	
should	 not	 show	 our	 imperfection	 and	 should	 conceal	 it.	 Islam	 teaches	 us	 how	 to	 deal	 with	 our	
imperfections.	In	life	we	should	not	talk	negative	and	should	always	look	at	the	positive	side	of	things.		
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Allah’s	 life	 is	Perfect	 life.	He	is	All	Seer,	He	is	All	Hearer.	His	Sight	 is	perfect,	His	Hearing	is	perfect,	His	
Knowledge	is	perfect,	His	Ability	is	perfect,	His	forbearance	is	perfect.	All	Allah’s	actions	are	perfect	and	
even	if	a	leaf	will	fall	it	is	perfect.	

In	life	there	is	so	much	imperfection.	Even	the	pleasure	of	this	life	comes	with	difficulty,	as	this	life	is	a	
test	so	we	need	to	always	look	at	good	side	of	things.	The	imperfections	of	this	life	should	make	us	realise	
that	Allah	is	Perfect.		

Allah	 is	 giving	 life	 to	 all	 the	 creation.	 Allah	 is	 the	 origin	 and	 no	 one	 gave	 life	 to	 Allah.	 Allah’s	 life	 is	
connected	with	Him.	Allah’s	life	cannot	be	affected	or	impacted	by	anything.	
	

How	is	Allah	Al	Haiyy???	
	

1. His	life	is	complete	(everything	besides	Allah	has	an	incomplete	life)	

2. His	life	is	perfect		(everyone	besides	Allah	has	an	imperfect	life)	
	

Allah	is	the	Bestower	of	life.	Allah	is	the	one	giving	the	life.	There	are	two	types	of	life:	

	

Types	of	Life		
	

1. Tangible	life		

2. Life	of	the	heart	

	

1.	Tangible	life		
Tangible	 life	 is	 the	 life	of	any	alive	person.	Allah	gives	 tangible	 life	 to	all	 the	creation.	Even	the	objects	
have	life	e.g.	food,	flowers,	land	etc.	We	see	dead	land	and	when	it	rains	then	there	is	plantation	and	signs	
of	life.	

	

• In	 Surah	Baqarah,	we	 are	 told	 that	 Bani	 Israel	was	 asked	 to	 slaughter	 a	 cow,	 but	 they	 kept	 on	
asking	and	 it	 became	more	and	more	difficulty.	They	 slaughtered	 the	 cow	and	 took	 its	heart	 to	
strike	the	dead	person	who	came	alive.	It	is	Allah	who	made	the	person	to	become	alive.	
	



	“Al	Haiyy”	 Class	4	
	

	 	 	
3	

• Another	story	in	Surah	Baqarah	is	when	a	man	passes	through	a	dead	town	with	his	donkey.	He	
asks	who	is	the	one	to	bring	life	to	this	dead	town.	Then	Allah	made	him	and	his	donkey	to	die	for	
100	years	then	Allah	resurrect	him	along	(his	donkey	was	still	dead).	He	thought	he	slept	for	a	day	
or	so.	Allah	 told	him	to	 look	at	his	donkey	who	was	 just	bones.	Allah	resurrected	 the	donkey	 in	
front	of	the	manthen	Allah	told	him	to	look	at	the	food	which	is	not	spoiled	

	

• Another	story	in	the	Quran	is	that	of	Ibrahim	when	he	said	to	Allah..	O	my	Rabb	show	me	how	you	
give	 life	 to	 the	dead.	Allah	 said	 to	 him,	 “Don’t	 you	believe?”.	He	 replied	 that	 he	 believes	 but	 he	
wants	to	see	it	for	the	comfort	of	his	heart.	Allah	asked	him	to	keep	four	alive	birds	and	then	mix	
the	pieces	and	on	three	mountains	put	different	pieces	on	the	birds;	and	then	call	them	and	they	
will	come	flying	to	you.	

	

• Isa	was	a	miracle	and	he	was	born	without	a	father.	Another	miracle	was	that	Isa	AS	could	make	a	
dead	person	to	be		alive	by	Allah’s	will	

	

Allah	is	the	one	who	gives	life	.After	we	die	Allah	will	resurrect	us	after	we	have	become	ashes	
	

2.Life	of	the	heart	and	soul.		
	

A	person	can	be	physically	alive	but	his	heart	can	be	dead.	This	is	when	he	does	not	belief	in	Allah	and	His	
messengers.	It	is	the	remembrance	of	Allah	that	makes	the	dead	heart	to	be	alive.	

• Anyone	who	disbelieves	in	Allah	is	dead	because	life	is	the	life	of	the	heart.	Allah	is	the	one	giving	
the	tangible	light	and	the	light	of	the	heart.		When	you	obey	and	love	Allah	it	gives	your	heart	life.		

• Allah	created	us	to	know	Him,	to	love	Him	and	to	worship	Him.	When	we	do	not	do	our	work	it	
becomes	dead.	

• When	we	talk	too	much	about	the	worldly	life	and	become	totally	engrossed	in	it	then	our	hearts	
becomes	dead.	

• Disbelief	and	sins	makes	the	heart	dead	and	obedience	gives	life	to	the	heart.	

• Allah	promised	us	that	 if	we	worship	Allah	and	make	our	heart	alive	then	Allah	will	give	such	a	
person	eternal	perfect	life	in	Jannah.	When	the	people	of	Paradise	enter	it	they	will	be	told	to	enter	
the	 land	of	peace;	there	 is	well	being	and	there	 is	no	sickness,	 there	 is	no	difficulty.	A	 life	 full	of	
happiness	there	is	no	grief	,	worry	or	sadness,	nothing	can	disturb	us	in	Paradise.		
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• After	 people	 of	 paradise	 enter	 it	 and	 also	 the	 hellfire	 enter	 it	 then	 Allah	 will	 call	 O	 people	 of	
Paradise	 and	 O	 people	 of	 hellfire.	 Then	 a	 caller	 will	 ask	 them	 what	 they	 see	 ?	 The	 people	 of	
paradise	and	hellfire	will	say	that	they	see	death.	Allah	will	make	death	in	the	form	of	a	ram.	Then	
Allah	will	command	for	it	to	be	slaughtered.	

• Allah	is	Al	Haiy	and	he	is	the	source	of	the	tanglble	and	intanglible.		


