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Surah Maryam ( مريم سورة ) – Ayat 59 to 60  

Ayah 59 – ( لَٰوةَ  أََضاُعوا   َخۡلف   َبۡعِدِهمۡ  ِمن   َفَخلَفَ  َبُعوا   ٱلصَّ َہَوٲتِ  َوٱتَّ ا َيۡلَقۡونَ  َفَسۡوفَ   ۖٱلشَّ َغي ًّ ) (Then, there has 

succeeded them a posterity who have given up As-Salât (the prayers) [i.e. made their Salât 

(prayers) to be lost, either by not offering them or by not offering them perfectly or by not 

offering them in their proper fixed times] and have followed lusts. So they will be thrown in 

Hell) 

 From ayat 59 to 65, it speaks of the way of salvation ( النجاة طريق ). In the previous ayat, Allah (swt) 

mentioned the servitude of the messengers and the mercy upon them. Now in these ayat, it is 

speaking of the ones who have been deprived of mercy.  

 (  َفَخلَفَ  ِمن   َبۡعِدِهمۡ  َخۡلف) (Then, there has succeeded them a posterity): ( ََخلَف) means successors, those 

who came after the messengers were (  َخۡلف), they were going backwards. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said 

the best generation is his, and then the next, and then the next. So the sahaba are the best, then the 

tabi’een, then the followers of the tabi’een. Part of longer hadith: ( َصْيٍن، ْبنَ  ِعْمَرانَ  َسِمْعت   َقالَ  ث   ح   َعنِ  ي َحدِّ

بِيِّ  مْ   "   َقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ ك  َيل وَنه مْ  الَِّذينَ  ث مَّ  َيل وَنه ْم، الَِّذينَ  ث مَّ  َقْرنِي، َخْير  ) (Narrated Zahdam bin Mudarrab: 

`Imran bin Hussain said, "The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, 'The best of you (people) are my generation, and 

the second best will be those who will follow them, and then those who will follow the second 

generation.") - Sahih al-Bukhari 6695 That’s why it’s important to look at the scholars of the past. 

And it’s important to know that not everyone is going backwards, but Allah (swt) tells us what they 

did that made them go backwards, and this is a mercy from Allah (swt) to tell us. May Allah (swt) 

make us improve and go forward. Ameen. What did they do? Two things: 

 ( َلَٰوة  ,who have given up As-Salât (the prayers) [i.e. made their Salât (prayers) to be lost) (أََضاُعوا   ٱلصَّ

either by not offering them or by not offering them perfectly or by not offering them in their proper 

fixed times]): if the obligatory prayer is correct then everything else will fall into place, but the khalaf 

might focus on the voluntaries, qiyam, taraweeh, etc. We get excited when we do something new, 

but which light should we not put off? The obligations. We should always look forward to the 

obligations first. ( لَٰوةَ  أََضاُعوا   ٱلصَّ ) means to not pray or to pray it as if it’s something to tick-off, but 

there are no feelings. You are guarding your prayer when you feel I’m waiting for the dhuhr prayer 

to come, I’m waiting for ‘asr to come. The command to prayer was commanded in the heavens, in 

the night of Isra’a and Mi’raj. What makes a person to lose his prayers? 

 ( َہَوٲتِ  ۖ َبُعوا   ٱلشَّ  following his desires, from morning to night it’s waking :(.and have followed lusts) (َوٱتَّ

up and thinking what should I do today, what should I eat, etc. We need to monitor and observe 

ourselves, are we just following our desires? What’s important is to not let it occupy your heart. One 

of the predecessors went to the market and saw grapes, he can afford it and he can take it, but he 

stopped his self from having it. It’s not about being haram, but controlling his self/nafs. The opposite 

of desires is taqwa. When you feel like you want to eat what you want, to wake up whenever you 

want, etc – then you will find it will distract you and make you upset when you don’t get what you 

want. When you give the rope to your self/nafs, then the self will never be satisfied. Even in your 

prayer you’re thinking why didn’t I get this pair of shoes, there’s a new store opening, new 

collection, etc, until it becomes ( التكاثر ألهاكم ) (The mutual rivalry (for piling up of worldly things) 
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diverts you). You can never catch all of the duniya, and when you get it, you forget that you have it 

in your closet. Or you go grocery shopping and you just buy everything, and it ends up expiring and 

being trashed, istaghfar Allah. Or sometimes we’re shopping and we hear the adhan, and we’ll pray, 

but what is our intention? Sometimes we pray so that we can be relaxed and free up our schedule to 

continue following our desires and doing our errands, subhan Allah. The scholars said following of 

desires is what causes someone to lose their prayer. It’s important to have taqwa. Another desire 

we need to guard is our tongue. Part of longer hadith: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said ( ِ  ي ْؤِمن   َكانَ  َوَمنْ   َواْلَيْومِ  بِاّللَّ

لَِيْصم تْ  أَوْ  َخْيًرا َفْلَيق لْ  اآلِخرِ  ) (and whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, should speak what is good 

or keep silent) - Sahih al-Bukhari 6136. You have to hold your nafs and put a stick in front of 

yourself. If we get ‘tapped’ for every time we do something wrong, then we’ll change, but that 

defeats the purpose of the test. That’s why it’s important to tell yourself to stop, this is the test. For 

example, maybe you think bad about others, and this is only inside of you that you know. You need 

to talk to yourself and tell yourself to stop it because then it can make you act wrongly and accuse.  

 (ا  means in the distant future, it’s not at the (َفَسۡوفَ ) :(So they will be thrown in Hell) (َفَسۡوفَ  َيۡلَقۡونَ  َغي ًّ

same time. That’s why it’s important to stop yourself now. The more your faith increases the quicker 

Allah (swt) will reform you. For example, someone might say something wrong, and then while 

cooking, he gets burned. And he knows why it happened because he said something wrong. They 

believe in the ayah: Surah Al Imran 165: ( ا   َبۡتك م أََولَمَّ ـٰ   أََص
ِصيَبة   ۡثلَۡيَہا أََصۡبت م َقدۡ  مُّ َذا أَنَّىٰ  ق ۡلت مۡ  مِّ ـٰ مۡ  ِعندِ  ِمۡن  ه وَ  ق لۡ   َۖه  إِنَّ   ۗأَنف ِسك 

 َ َقِدير    َشۡىٍء   ك لِّ  َعلَىٰ  ٱّللَّ ) (What! When a misfortune befell you, and you had certainly afflicted with twice 

as much you began to say: Whence is this? Say: It is from yourselves; surely Allah has power over all 

things). That’s why it’s important to observe and monitor yourself, not others. You need to see the 

wrong in yourself and seek forgiveness and repent. (ا  is to be in loss, evil, misguidance, and (َغي ًّ

confusion in the hellfire. We need to understand that it’s the justice of Allah (swt), it’s not injustice 

because the ayat and mercy came to them, yet they didn’t take it.  

 The Quran tells us both about the way to the hellfire and the way to paradise, the way to 

misguidance and the way to salvation. It’s not just about the ‘light’ but when you know the 

‘darkness’ then you will stay away from it. And it’s important to know about misguidance through 

the Quran in order to reform yourself and not to corrupt your faith or give you false ideas. When it’s 

taken it from outside, then it can corrupt the faith and give the wrong ideas.  

Ayah 60 – ( ا َوَعِملَ  َوَءاَمنَ  َتابَ  َمن إِّلَّ  لِحًًّ۬ ـٰ ٰٓٮ ِكَ  َص ـٰ لَ ةَ  َيۡدُخلُونَ  َفأُو  ا ُيۡظلَُمونَ  َوَّل  ٱۡلَجنَّ َشۡيـ ًًّ۬ ) (Except those who repent 

and believe (in the Oneness of Allâh and His Messenger Muhammad SAW), and work 

righteousness. Such will enter Paradise and they will not be wronged in aught.) 

 After the previous ayah, you don’t want to be in misguidance, so this ayah is giving you the way of 

salvation. What is it? Three matters: 

 ( َإِّلَّ  َمن َتاب) (Except those who repent): those who repent and return back to Allah (swt). What are 

we returning to? We are returning to our original state of obedience. Adam and Hawa were in 

paradise, but because of their sin they were brought down to earth, so we want to return back to 

paradise. We need to repent: 

o From all types of sins: you regret that you committed the sin and you don’t want to go 

back to it again.  
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o From bida’a: it looks like a good deed, but when a person realizes it was bida’a, then you 

need to repent from it because this is adding to the religion. Imagine in school there are 

rules, and you’re adding rules of your own to the school – this is not acceptable.   

o From wasting time: this is a higher level but the more you know about Allah (swt), the 

more you know you’re created to worship Him, and the more you can sense when 

you’re wasting your time.  

o From good deeds: because we didn’t worship You as You deserve to be worshipped (  ما

عبادتك حق عبدناك ). You know that Allah is Al Qudoos, He is Al Malik, you know He is so 

great and you know that your deeds can never be worthy for Him, so you repent. We 

underestimate Allah, His power and His mercy ( قدره حق هللا قدروا ما و ), yet we overestimate 

ourselves, as if we’re the ones doing everything, istaghfar Allah. Allah (swt) is the One 

Who cures us, guides, provides for us. We think bad about Allah (swt) and think good 

about ourselves, istaghfar Allah.  

 ( ََوَءاَمن) (and believe (in the Oneness of Allâh and His Messenger Muhammad SAW),): after 

repentance you need belief, after cleansing, it needs to be filled, maybe you already believe but you 

need to refresh your faith. Why do we need to read Quran all the time? To refresh our faith about 

the unseen. Maybe we already know about Musa (as), but when you learn about him, it refreshes 

your faith in the belief of the messengers. Similarly about the Last Day.  

 (ا لِحًًّ۬ ـٰ  righteous good deeds for the sake of Allah (swt) and :(.and work righteousness) (َوَعِملَ  َص

following the Sunnah of the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) – these are acceptable deeds. Don’t do righteous good 

deeds out of desire.  

 ( َة ٰٓٮ ِكَ  َيۡدُخلُونَ  ٱۡلَجنَّ ـٰ لَ  for them will be paradise, and paradise is the mercy :(Such will enter Paradise) (َفأُو 

of Allah (swt) to allow us to enter it. The means to mercy are repentance, belief, and righteous good 

deeds. And what deprives us from mercy? To lose the prayer and follow desires.  

 (ا  they will not be treated unfairly. Even for :(.and they will not be wronged in aught) (َوَّل  ُيۡظلَُمونَ  َشۡيـ ًًّ۬

an atom of good deed, then you will be given for it, subhan Allah. You are getting more than you 

deserve when you enter paradise. Allah (swt) will preserve your deeds and multiply it.  

May Allah (swt) make us among the repentant ones, believers, and doers of righteous good deeds. 

Ameen.    


