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Taddabur Surah Al Kahf ( الكهف سورة تدبر ) – Class #2 

Theme of Surah Al Kahf ( الكهف سورة محور ) 

 Al Kahf – ‘The Cave’ – as a protection from the fitnas ( الفتن من الكهف ) 

Overview of Surah Al Kahf ( الكهف سورة محاور ) 

 Introduction (المقدمة) – Ayat 1 to 8 

 Types of trials ( الفتن أنواع ) – Ayat 9 to 98 

o Trial of the deen ( الدين فتنة ) – Ayat 9 to 31 

o Trial of wealth ( المال فتنة ) – Ayat 32 to 59 

o Trial of knowledge ( العلم فتنة ) – Ayat 60 to 82 

o Trial of power ( السلطة فتنة ) – Ayat 83 to 98 

 Trial of the shaitan ( ابليس فتنة ) – Ayah 50: this appears in the middle of all trials and the one 

who is inciting these four trials is the shaitan.  

 Conclusion (الخاتمة) – Ayat 99 to 110 

Note that for each trial mentioned, Allah (swt) gives us the solution. So for every fitna, there is an anti-

fitna.  

Trial of wealth ( المال فتنة ) – Ayat 32 to 59 

 After the trial of wealth, Allah (swt) is telling us about the fitna of the shaitan in ayah 50. 

 Ayah 32: it begins with the story of two men, one who has two gardners and another who doesn’t 

have any, and this shows you that this life is a test and Allah (swt) is the Most Just. The man with the 

gardens has the best quality of gardens.   

 Ayat 33 to 34: There is no dhulm from Allah (swt) in the two gardens, they’re always producing. 

Money is simply a test, it’s not a sign of honor from Allah (swt) or a sign of closeness. The gardens 

give forth many fruits, but the owner was deceived and told the other person that he’s greater in 

wealth and people. This shows people speak in this manner when they think they possess wealth.  

 Ayat 35 to 36: The man wronged himself, though the garden didn’t wrong him, subhan Allah. How 

did he wrong himself? He felt so secure that nothing bad will happen to the garden – this is how a 

person gets deceived with his wealth. He sees all good and begins to boast, and thinks his wealth 

will never perish. He also wronged himself by doubting the Day of Judgement – he owned the 

‘duniya’ so doubted the akhira, subhan Allah. This is fitna of the wealth. On top of this, he’s thinking 

good about himself and if he were to return to his Rabb, then he’ll find a better garden, meaning 

paradise. This is actually thinking bad about Allah (swt) because he’s thinking good about himself 

and he’s thinking bad about Allah (swt) by making Allah (swt) unjust. The owner of the gardens 

doubts the Day of Judgement and thinks he will go to paradise, subhan Allah.  

 Ayat 37 to 41: the other person is now advising him and it begins with gentleness and then becomes 

more intense. He told him, ‘have you disbelieved in the One Who created you?’ You’re created from 

sand, there’s nothing great, and then from water. You’re origin is sand and water and then Allah 
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(swt) made you into a man, but look at what you did? He’s telling him that the honor is with the 

deen, not with the duniya. Allah (swt) is our Rabb, He’s taking care of us, so I will not associate 

another partner, even myself. Then he’s telling him what you’re supposed to do. When you see your 

garden, don’t attribute it to yourself, say ‘masha Allah la quwat ila billah’ – it happened because 

Allah (swt) willed it and it’s His might and power that made it happen, it’s not because of our will or 

our might and power when we own something. Even if I’m less in money and children, Allah (swt) 

can give me, so the honor is not with having a garden. Then he said I’m hoping that Allah (swt) will 

give me, and when he asks Allah (swt) it’s not because he’s jealous, but he has hope in Allah (swt). 

When a person is drowned in the duniya, then it needs stronger words. Allah (swt) is able to bring 

punishment from the sky and make the garden barren and destroyed with no way to bring it back. 

The duniya is very deceiving and attractive because it makes a person to indulge in it and forget 

himself. When you read Surah Al Kahf every week, it’s reminding you of what you should say and 

shouldn’t say. When you remember that you’re only sand, then it makes you humble. When you 

remember it’s all from the will of Allah (swt) and His might, then you know you’re powerless. And 

there’s a punishment so Allah (swt) is able to exchange the wealth. Allah (swt) is able to remove the 

means, either by removing the supply of the gardens or the water.  

 Ayat 42 to 44: This person didn’t repent to Allah (swt) so he found his garden destroyed. Allah (swt) 

nurtured him, and this shows we need to repent from the fitna of wealth. He’s regretting how much 

he spent and worked on his garden, how much time he spent on it and it’s all gone. Then he 

repented for having committed shirk with Allah (swt). This shows that with the fitna of wealth a 

person can commit shirk because of the wealth and power he has, he thinks he’s taking care of it 

and providing for it – shirk ar roobuiyah. This also shows us that when you advise someone and they 

don’t listen to you, and it befalls them, then they understand. The one with no garden told him I 

would not associate with Allah (swt), yet the owner of the garden still committed shirk. And this is a 

mercy to have this advice to know where you went wrong. So then he remembered what he did 

wrong. He knows he can’t help himself so take Allah (swt) as your Wali because He is the truth.  

 Ayah 45: After mentioning the story of the two men, Allah (swt) is giving forth a parable of this 

duniya – it’s like water falling from the sky and the earth becomes green, but then it dries up and 

the wind blows it away. It will all perish. So the first ‘cave’ for the fitna of the wealth is to remember 

the parable of the duniya. The duniya will go and perish.  

 Ayah 46: Wealth and children are the greatest things we can get attracted to because these are the 

adornments of the duniya. And wealth is mentioned before children because everyone loves money. 

People want children, but before it they want to increase their wealth. Our tests in this duniya are 

with these two matters, but what is the second cave? The things that will remain are ( ت   ـٰ قَِي ـٰ ت   ٱۡلَب ـٰ لَِح ـٰ ٱلصَّ ) 

– the good deeds. The money that you have, use it as good deeds, the children that you have use it 

as good deeds. Wealth and children will not remain but your good deeds will.  

 Ayat 47 to 49: The third cave is about the Day of Judgement – we need to remember the Day of 

Judgment to guard ourselves from being deceived by the duniya. Imagine mountains so strong will 

be moved and will perish, so your money won’t move and perish? Imagine mountains will not be 

established, so how about wealth? Subhan Allah. You will find the earth apparent and wiped out, it 

will be a flat, white land where we will be all gathered. The owner of the garden said I doubt there 

will be a Day of Judgement, but there will be. Everyone will be displayed – poor and rich- and all will 
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be a row in front of Allah (swt). We will return the same as Allah (swt) created us the first time – this 

is to remind us of our origin, we are sand and water, so what’s great about that? We will come back 

without anything. The book of records will be placed and the criminals will be scared of it because of 

every little and big mentioned in this book, down to the smallest details. When we get busy with the 

duniya we forget to do good deeds, but we will see all our deeds in front of us on the Day of 

Judgement. And Allah (swt) will not be unjust to anyone – neither in the duniya nor in the akhira. Yet 

we are doing dhulm in the duniya and Allah (swt) recompenses us with no dhulm. Notice in the fitna 

of the duniya, ‘dhulm’ is mentioned three times. Whatever Allah (swt) gives you in this duniya is just 

and when He recompenses us it’s just.  

 We have to look at our lives and see what is the ‘duniya’ in our week? What made us get caught up? 

So the cave is to remember the duniya will perish, but good deeds will remain. And on the Day of 

Judgement we will be recompensed for all that we did. We need to remember our humble origin.  

 Ayah 50: What is the central fitna? The shaitan. Allah (swt) is telling us about this incident of the 

shaitan after fitna of wealth. Iblis disobeyed the command of Allah (swt) to prostrate to Adam (as). 

And Allah (swt) is saying are you going to take the enemy, the shaitan, as a friend? What a terrible 

dhulm, injustice, to commit – to exchange Allah (swt) as your wali to the shaitan, istaghfar Allah.  

 Ayat 51 to 52: The shayateen that you’re taking as awliya have no responsibility, they didn’t witness 

the creation of the heavens and earth nor themselves, so why are the shayateen helpers? Why are 

we listening to the shaitan? On the Day of Judgement, Allah (swt) says will call on those you 

associated with Allah (swt), not helpers, because they will betray you in the end.  

 Ayah 53: The criminals will see the ehellfire and they know there will no escape from it.  

 Ayat 54 to 55: We have many examples in the Quran, yet despite these many examples, the human 

is still arguing. Though there’s no point in arguing because everything is there in the Quran. What 

makes people to not believe and make istaghfar, but believe in the money or believe in following 

the shaitan? Are they just waiting for the punishment to befall them, subhan Allah. So the cave from 

the fitna of wealth is to believe and seek forgiveness, otherwise the punishment will come face to 

face.  

 Ayah 56: Allah (swt) didn’t leave us like this facing tangible trials – like the deceiving duniya. Though 

the shaitan is not tangible, he’s also deceiving, but Allah (swt) sent messengers to us. A person will 

get caught up in the fitna of the duniya when he’s arguing. Allah (swt) sent the messengers as 

bearers of glad tidings and warners, they’re carrying the truth, so there’s no point in arguing with 

the truth. They took ayat Allah (swt) as a subject of mockery, especially His warnings, istaghfar Allah. 

So they’re arguing and mocking, rather than believing and seeking forgiveness.  

 Ayat 57 to 58: Again dhulm is being mentioned, the person of the garden was reminded with ayat 

Allah (swt) and the messengers, but he turned away from it. So he forgot the wrong he committed. 

Then Allah (swt) will put a barrier on the heart from understanding, and there is a deafness in the 

ears. And if you call to guidance then they will never be guided. May Allah (swt) protect us. Ameen. 

But Allah (swt) is the All-Forgiving, Most Merciful. Allah (swt) wants us to believe and seek 

forgiveness. If Allah (swt) took us for every wrong we did, then we will die. But Allah (swt) is taking 

us only for a few wrongs.  



 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
Taddabur Surah Al Kahf ( الكهف سورة ) 

11 December 2015 – 29 Safar 1436 

 
Page 4 

 Ayah 59: The towns were destroyed because they didn’t believe. The word most repeated in these 

ayat is ‘dhulm’ – Allah (swt) is not doing to dhulm/injustice to us, neither in the duniya nor the 

akhira, so why are we doing dhulm?  

 

O Allah don’t make the duniya our greatest concern. Ameen  


