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Taddabur Surah Al Kahf ( الكهف سورة تدبر ) – Class #3 

Theme of Surah Al Kahf ( الكهف سورة محور ) 

 Al Kahf – ‘The Cave’ – as a protection from the fitnas ( الفتن من الكهف ) 

Overview of Surah Al Kahf ( الكهف سورة محاور ) 

 Introduction (المقدمة) – Ayat 1 to 8 

 Types of trials ( الفتن أنواع ) – Ayat 9 to 98 

o Trial of the deen ( الدين فتنة ) – Ayat 9 to 31 

o Trial of wealth ( المال فتنة ) – Ayat 32 to 59 

o Trial of knowledge ( العلم فتنة ) – Ayat 60 to 82 

o Trial of power ( السلطة فتنة ) – Ayat 83 to 98 

 Trial of the shaitan ( ابليس فتنة ) – Ayah 50: this appears in the middle of all trials and the one 

who is inciting these four trials is the shaitan.  

 Conclusion (الخاتمة) – Ayat 99 to 110 

Note that for each trial mentioned, Allah (swt) gives us the solution. So for every fitna, there is an anti-

fitna.  

Trial of knowledge ( العلم فتنة ) – Ayat 60 to 82 

 After the trial of wealth, Allah (swt) is telling us about the trial of knowledge. Musa (as) was once 

addressing Banu Israel and was asked, ‘is there anyone more knowledgeable than you?’. He said ‘no’ 

because he is a messenger and he is unaware of anyone that would be more knowledgeable than 

him. Then Allah (swt) told him there is someone who has knowledge that you don’t have, which is 

divine knowledge. And this shows you that knowledge is a fitna because there is always someone 

who has more knowledge than you. Don’t say that there is no one more knowledgeable than this 

person because Allah (swt) says in Surah Yusuf 76 ( َعلِيم    ِعۡلم   ِذى ُڪل   َوَفۡوقَ  ) (but over all those endowed 

with knowledge is the All-Knowing) 

 So Musa (as) wanted to meet this slave of Allah (swt).  

 Ayah 60: this shows his dedication that he will not stop or return until he finds Al Khidr and learns 

from him. And this teaches us that we need to go and struggle for the knowledge – this shows 

dedication. 

 Ayat 61 to 63: when they reached their meeting point, they forgot the sign of the fish, so the fish 

went into the sea. The boy forgot to tell Musa (as) so they continued traveling, though they went 

past their destination. Then they got tired and this is a mercy to realize that the fish is no longer 

there. Then the boy remembered that the fish went into the sea while he slept and it’s the shaitan 

who made him to forget to tell Musa (as) about this.  

 Ayat 64 to 65: then they returned back to the meeting point and Musa (as) didn’t scold him for his 

forgetfulness. Then they found Al Khidr, he is a slave, and this shows you that the characteristics of a 

teacher is a slave of Allah (swt), and when you’re a slave of Allah (swt) then you’ll have mercy. And 
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it’s important to have mercy before knowledge. Al Khidr has divine knowledge which Musa (as) 

doesn’t have.  

 Ayah 66: Musa (as) asked Al Khidr politely can I follow you so that I can learn what you have been 

taught by Allah (swt). And this shows a student should not command the teacher, rather address 

them with politeness.  

 Ayat 67 to 68: Al Khidr told him you’ll be unable to be patient with me. This shows that the key to 

knowledge is dedication and patience. When you have patience then you can learn.  

 Ayah 69: Musa (as) said by the will of Allah you will find me patient and I will not disobey you in any 

way. This shows us that if there is no dedication, patience, or obedience then we’ll be deprived of 

knowledge.  

 Ayah 70: Al Khidr then made a condition, ‘if you follow me, then don’t ask anything until the answer 

comes to you’. This shows us to not hasten in asking questions because you will find that Allah (swt) 

will bring the answers to you. So we should not ask too many questions in knowledge because it can 

distract us and become overwhelming. 

 Ayat 71 to 72: how will Al Khidr teach Musa (as) his knowledge? He will him them through life, 

through decrees, not in a classroom. What Al Khidr knows is opposite what Musa (as) knows from 

his books. Al Khidr has diving knowledge, knowledge about decrees. So the first incident/decree was 

the ship, and Al Khidr made a hole in the ship and made it sink. For Musa (as) this goes against what 

he knows because a person shouldn’t destroy another’s property. And Musa (as) was in shock about 

this and couldn’t handle it and told him, ‘how could you do that?’ And Al Khidr told him, ‘didn’t I tell 

you, you won’t be patient with me’. And this shows we should not have objections to the decrees.  

 Ayah 73: then Musa (as) said, ‘I forgot’. And this shows that forgetfulness is a valid excuse.  

 Ayat 74 to 76: then they saw a boy playing with others and Al Khidr killed him. Musa (as) greatly 

objected to this and said ‘how could you kill this boy?’ And this is haram in his book. Then Al Khidr 

again told him, ‘didn’t I tell you, you won’t be patient with me’. And he said it in a more intense 

manner. This time Musa (as) didn’t say ‘I forgot’, but he just said ‘I won’t ask you again and if I do, 

then leave me.’ And this shows that a teacher can leave the student, but the student cannot leave 

the teacher.  

 Ayat 77 to 78: then they went to village and they were hungry, but the people of the village refused 

to give them food. And there was a wall that was about to fall, and despite their tiredness and 

hunger, they fixed the wall. Musa (as) gave his feedback and said at least they can reward us for this 

by giving us food. Then Al Khidr said, ‘this is now where we will separate. And now I will tell you the 

interpretation of the three incidents which you couldn’t be patient about’. This shows that decrees 

can happen contrary to the book, but there is always wisdom and goodness behind it.  

 Ayah 79: as for the ship, it belonged to poor people and there was a king behind them taking ships 

by force, so he made a hole in the ship so that the king will not take their boat. This teaches us that 

some faults in our life are actually a protection from something bigger, subhan Allah.  

 Ayat 80 to 81: as for the boy, him parents were believers and the boy would make them disbelieve 

and transgress thus he would affect them negatively, so Allah (swt) wanted to exchange and give 

them something better. So don’t be sad if anything leaves your life because Allah (swt) is able to 

bring something better.  
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 Ayah 82: the wall had a treasure underneath that belonged to a righteous father, and his children 

were orphan. So this shows you that Allah (swt) will protect the offspring of the righteous, subhan 

Allah. And when they grow, then they will find their treasure. This shows that sometimes you have a 

treasure buried underneath in your life but when the time is right, it will come out and grow. Some 

things might be delayed in your life, but it will come out when you need it the most and the time is 

right, subhan Allah.   

 Notice in ayah 77 is was (قرية) and in ayah ayah 82 it is medina (مدينة) – its’ the same town but the 

outlook of the people is different. While in the (قرية) people were caring of each other but in the 

  .the people were not taking care of each other, so that’s when the treasure appeared to them (مدينة)

Trial of power ( السلطة فتنة ) – Ayat 83 to 98 

 Ayah 83: Dhul Qurnain had power and his dominion spread across the earth, and the story is to 

show us to not transgress in power. It needs to be used in goodness. Part of the story of Dhul 

Qurnain is told in Surah Al Kahf. 

 Ayat 84 to 85: Allah (swt) made him established in the land – he had knowledge, ability to speak 

different languages, different means of transport, etc – Allah (swt) gave him the means. And as a 

result of the power given to him and the means, he was able to go all over parts of the earth. 

 Ayat 86 to 88: so he went to the west where the sun sets on a spring that’s black. There he found a 

people. When he saw them, he said if there is anyone doing dhulm then he’ll be punished by him 

and then punished by Allah (swt) and whoever does righteous good deeds, then Allah (swt) will 

reward him. Notice he didn’t say I will reward you because of your good deeds because deeds 

should be done for Allah (swt), not for someone else.  

 Ayat 89 to 91: then he went to a place where there is always sunrise, and these people don’t have 

buildings to shelter them or trees, or it’s said they might have been naked. Though this place is so 

far away, Allah (swt) gave Dhul Qurnain knowledge about these people. So Allah (swt) made him to 

reach this place, subhan Allah. He is always looking after the people in his dominion, great as it is.  

 Ayat 92 to 95: then he reached a place between two mountains and saw a very simple people who 

don’t understand much, yet he still went to them and was able to communicate with them. They 

told him, ‘Dhul Qurnain, Yajooj and Majooj are disturbing us and if you help us, we’ll place a tax for 

you’. It shows he still went to them, though they’re a simple people and of course he didn’t take 

anything from them because he said ‘what Allah (swt) has given me is better’. And this shows he 

didn’t misuse his power. And he told them that you yourself will work and bring the resources you 

have – so he used them and their resources to make them productive. Imagine they had the 

manpower and resources but they were unable to do it until Dhul Qurnain brought the planning and 

idea to them.  

 Ayat 96 to 97: So he said to bring iron, and then blow it and put molten copper. Then it became so 

strong that Yajooj and Majooj couldn’t climb it or make a hole in it. This shows that a person should 

not misuse his power, and should be aware of those in his dominion. Also, he should not take 

money from others.  
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 Ayah 98: he said everything is a mercy from Allah (swt), he didn’t attribute anything to himself. This 

shows his humbleness. And if the judgment of Allah (swt) comes, meaning Yajooj and Majooj will 

break through, so the wall can be broken. You can’t guaranette anything.  

Conclusion (الخاتمة) – Ayat 99 to 110 

 Ayah 99: then the Yajooj and Majooj will come out, which is a sign of the coming of the Day of 

Judgement and the blowing of the trumpet will take place.  

 Ayat 100 to 101: hellfire will be brought forth and it will be for those who were blind and deaf from 

the remembrance of Allah (swt). 

 Ayat 102 to 104: did they think they can take others as awliya, only Allah (swt) is our Wali. Don’t 

think good about yourself when you do good deeds, you should only thing good about Allah (swt) 

and think bad about yourself. 

 Ayat 105 to 106: if you believe in Allah (swt), then you will not waste your deeds by attributing ut to 

yourself. Otherwise the deeds will be null and render and there will be no weight to these deeds. 

And on top of that, they’re mocking ayat Allah (swt). Their struggle all goes to waste. We need to do 

ikhlas and itiba’.  

 Ayat 107 to 108: but those who believed and did righteous good deeds, who didn’t do their deeds in 

waste, then firdaous is for them because they overcame all of the fitnas. They will abide there 

forever. 

 Ayah 109: The words of Allah (swt) are vast, and they would exhaust the sea if it were ink for the 

words of Allah (swt), subhan Allah.  

 Ayah 110: Say O Mohammed ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), ‘I am only a slave like you, I am inspired that your Rabb is only 

Allah (swt)’ so you need to connect with Him. We need to hope in meeting Allah (swt) in times of 

fitna, and we should not associate in worship with Him.  

 

May Allah (swt) help us to apply the ayat. Ameen  


