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There are two sins discussed here, so there is a comparison. 
The four sins that the disbelievers did were worse than the sin 
of the believers. 

.[الفتنة أكبر من القتل] an important rule, is , القاعدة املهمة 

They ask you about the 
sacred month - about 
fighting therein. Say, 

"Fighting therein is great 
[sin], but averting [people] 
from the way of Allah and 

disbelief in Him and 
[preventing access to] al-
Masjid al-Haram and the 
expulsion of its people 

therefrom are greater [evil] 
in the sight of Allah . And 

fitnah is greater than 
killing." And they will 

continue to fight you until 
they turn you back from 
your religion if they are 

able. And whoever of you 
reverts from his religion [to 
disbelief] and dies while he 
is a disbeliever - for those, their deeds have become worthless in this world and the Hereafter, and 

those are the companions of the Fire, they will abide therein eternally
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َواْلِفتْنَُة أَْكبَُر ِمَن اْلَقتِْل
 أنواع الفنت
The kind of trials

The fitnah exposes the reality of the 
person. The gold is melted with fire to test 
its purity. There are three kinds of fitan in 
the Qura'an ▶  the trial of dunya, the 
grave, and the hellfire. Each of them have 
a different intensity. 



"  فتنة النار 
The trial of the hellfire. 
When the hellfire physically burns the person, there is a difference in the results. The believer is burnt to purify 
him from sins, and when all the sins have been purified, he will be taken to Jannah. The sin of the disbeliever 
cannot be purified even with the hellfire. He will be burnt until his skin is crisp, and then it will be replaced with 
another skin, and burnt again. The crime of disbelief cannot be removed. 

#  فتنة القبر
The trial of the grave 
When a person dies, he is taken to be buried, after which, everyone leaves, and the person in the grave can 
hear their footsteps. 

When a person dies, his family members take him to be buried, and then leave him. The dead person can hear 
their footsteps in his grave, departing. His deeds will stay with him. 

ذَا الَِّذي ُكنتُم ِبِه تَْستَْعِجُلوَن ذُوُقوا ِفتْنَتَُكْم هَٰ
Taste your torment. This is that for which you were impatient

سورة الذاريات 
51:14

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said :
اِل. فَأُوِحيَ إَِلىَّ أَنَُّكْم تُفْتَنُوَن ِفي ُقبُورُِكْم، ِمثَْل ـ أَْو َقِريبًا الَ أَْدِري أَىَّ ذَلَِك َقاَلْت أَْسَماُء ـ ِمْن ِفتْنَِة امْلَِسيحِ الدَّجَّ

 صحيح البخاري ، حديث 86#
No doubt it has been inspired to me that you will be put to trials in your graves and these trials will be like the 

trials of Masih-ad-Dajjal or nearly like it.
(Part of a longer hadith)

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 إِذَا ُقِبَر امْلَيُِّت - أَْو َقاَل أََحُدُكْم أَتَاهُ َمَلَكاِن أَْسَوَداِن أَزْرََقاِن يَُقاُل ألََحِدِهَما امْلُنَْكُر َواآلَخُر النَِّكيُر فَيَُقوالَِن َما ُكنَْت تَُقوُل ِفي َهذَا
ًدا َعبُْدهُ َورَُسوُلُه . فَيَُقوالَِن َقْد ُكنَّا نَْعَلُم أَنََّك  الرَُّجِل فَيَُقوُل َما َكاَن يَُقوُل ُهَو َعبُْد اهللَِّ َورَُسوُلُه أَْشَهُد أَْن الَ إَِلَه إاِلَّ اهللَُّ َوأَنَّ ُمَحمَّ
ُر َلُه ِفيِه ثُمَّ يَُقاُل َلُه نَْم . فَيَُقوُل أَرِْجعُ إَِلى أَْهلِي فَأُْخِبرُُهْم  تَُقوُل َهذَا . ثُمَّ يُفَْسحُ َلُه ِفي َقبْرِِه َسبُْعوَن ِذرَاًعا ِفي َسبِْعنَي ثُمَّ يُنَوَّ
إِْن َكاَن ُمنَاِفًقا َقاَل َسِمْعُت  فَيَُقوالَِن نَْم َكنَْوَمِة اْلَعُروِس الَِّذي الَ يُوِقظُُه إاِلَّ أََحبُّ أَْهلِِه إَِليِْه . َحتَّى يَبَْعثَُه اهللَُّ ِمْن َمْضَجِعِه ذَلَِك . َو
 النَّاَس يَُقوُلوَن فَُقْلُت ِمثَْلُه الَ أَْدِري . فَيَُقوالَِن َقْد ُكنَّا نَْعَلُم أَنََّك تَُقوُل ذَلَِك . فَيَُقاُل لِألَرِْض اْلتَِئِمي َعَليِْه . فَتَْلتَِئُم َعَليِْه . فَتَْختَلُِف

ِفيَها أَْضالَُعُه فَالَ يَزَاُل ِفيَها ُمَعذَّبًا َحتَّى يَبَْعثَُه اهللَُّ ِمْن َمْضَجِعِه ذَلَِك ".
جامع الترمذي، حديث # 1071

"When the deceased - or he said when one of you - is buried, two angels, black and blue (eyed_ come to 
him. One of them is called Al-Munkar, and the other An-Nakir. They say: 'What did you used to say about this 

man?' So he says what he was saying (before death) 'He is Allah's slave and His Messenger. I testify that 
none has the right to be worshipped but Allah and that Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger.' So they 
say: 'We knew that you would say this.' Then his grave is expanded to seventy by seventy cubits, then it is 

illuminated for him. Then it is said to him: 'Sleep.' So he said: 'Can I return to my family to inform them?' They 
say: 'Sleep as a newlywed, whom none awakens but the dearest of his family.' Until Allah resurrects him from 
his resting place.""If he was a hypocrite he would say: 'I heard people saying something, so I said the same; 

I do not know.' So they said: 'We knew you would say that.' So the earth is told: 'Constrict him.' So it 
constricts around him, squeezing his ribs together. He continues being punished like that until Allah 

resurrects him from his resting place."



If you are firm, you will answer easily. The questions of the angels can also be expiation of sins, because of 
the fear. The terror of the Day of Judgement is also purification from sins. These questions will show your 
reality ▶  whether you know the questions or not, how long you take to answer them, whether you really 
believe in the answers, or you are repeating them parrot-like. 

The best ▶  answers immediately and correctly
The worst ▶  not sure of the answers, or doesn't know them
These are the extremes. 
The intermediate ▶  will repeat with the tongue, no but will not believe in the answers; this is the munafiq. This 
middle stage has different ranges. The person may have different answers, and may be saved, depending on 
the tests of the dunya. 

$  فتنة الدنيا 
The trial of the worldly life 
Whatever situation we go through in life, is a form of the three questions of the grave. Our realty is shown in 
the time of the decree. You can only succeed with the help of Allah. The fitnah will affect your Deen, showing 
what you really believe. 

The dunya by itself is a trial, and we are all tests for each other. Look at your own test, don't worry about 
people, because you won't have to answer on their behalf. Do you feel you are better than others? Are you 
arrogant? Or patient? You have to be very cautious and realize it is a test, and it will go away. 

We need the help of Allah to overcome a fitnah, and He has informed us what can be a fitnah for us. The tests 
of the grave will be based on your reaction to the tests of dunya, and the trials of the Day of Judgement will be 
based on the trails of the grave. The test of the dunya is foremost in saving you from the future tests. 

We also don't want to be a fitnah for others. When someone on Deen behaves badly, it makes people turn 
away from Islam, or decrease their faith. 

The fitnah mentioned in this ayah of Surah Al Baqarah is the trial of the dunya. The disbelievers are causing 
this trial, by trying to deceive people, and make them give up their Deen, which is far worse than killing them. 
Death is better than being alive while losing your Deen. 

The fitan of dunya increase day by day, as we get closer to the Day of Judgment, so we need reminders every 
day, and to be closer to the Qura'an. 

إِنََّما أَْموَاُلُكْم َوأَواَْلُدُكْم ِفتْنٌَة ۚ َواهللَُّ ِعنَدهُ أَْجٌر َعِظيٌم
Your wealth and your children are but a trial, and Allah has with Him a great reward

سورة التغابن 
64:15

ْلنَا َربَّنَا اَل تَْجَعْلنَا ِفتْنًَة لِّْلَقوْمِ الظَّامِلنَِي فََقاُلوا َعَلى اهللَِّ تَوَكَّ
So they said, "Upon Allah do we rely. Our Lord, make us not [objects of] trial for the wrongdoing people

سورة يونس 
10:85



The shaitan will be more active, and the trials will increase until the Dajjal appears; this is the peak of the fitan. 
All the fitan will be in one person. 

Don't rely on yourself, nor your 
knowledge, even for a second; ask Allah 
to help you. 

واََليَزَاُلوَن يَُقاِتُلونَُكْم
The disbelievers will never stop trying to 
make you lose your Deen. They will never 
make peace with you. 

َحتَّىٰ يَرُدُّوُكْم َعن ِديِنُكْم
They will keep fighting, until they make you 
go back on your Deen. 

إِِن اْستَطَاُعوا
They will only do this if they can, but they will not succeed if it rely on Allah. The enemies of Allah try different 
ways to make you slip, like the traps of the shaitan. When he succeeds, he leaves you. The shaitan doesn't 
have any power, and will run away when you remember Allah. So he keeps irritating you to make you sad.

Allah gives us hope, that they cannot succeed if He is with us. The reason for their enmity is to make us 
change our Deen. They want everyone or sin, and go to the hellfire with them. Whenever someone is patient, 
the shaitan and his followers will pressurize him until he slips.  But they don't have any power over you if you 
rely upon Allah. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
بادروا باألعمال فتناً كقطع الليل املظلم يصبح الرجل مؤمنا ويمسي كافراً ويمسي مؤمنا ويصبح كافراً، يبيع دينه بعرض 

من الدنيا.
رواه مسلم ، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب #1، حديث 87#

Be prompt in doing good deeds (before you are overtaken) by turbulence which would be like a part of the 
dark night. A man would be a believer in the morning and turn to disbelief in the evening, or he would be a 

believer in the evening and turn disbeliever in the morning, and would sell his Faith for worldly goods.

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه و سلم said : 
 َوالَِّذي نَفِْسي ِبيَِدِه الَ تَذَْهُب الدُّنْيَا َحتَّى يَُمرَّ الرَُّجُل َعَلى اْلَقبِْر فَيَتََمرَّغَ َعَليِْه َويَُقوُل يَا َليْتَِني ُكنُْت َمَكاَن َصاِحِب َهذَا اْلَقبِْر 

 َوَليَْس ِبِه الدِّيُن إاِلَّ اْلباَلَُء.
سنن بن ماجة ، حديث 4037# 

By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, this world will not pass away until a man will pass by a grave, and will 
roll on it and say: Would that I were in the place of the occupant of this grave! 

And the reason for that will not be any religious motive, rather it will be because of calamity.


