
 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
Surah Ta Ha ( طه سورة ) 

11 February 2016 – 02 Jamad Al Awal 1437 

 
Page 1 

Surah Ta Ha ( طه سورة ) – Ayat 17 to 19 

Remembrance of Allah (swt) and following desires: 

 Surah Al Kahf 28: ( ُہم َيۡدُعونَ  ٱلَِّذينَ  َمعَ  َنۡفَسكَ  َوٱۡصبِرۡ   ٱۡلَحَيٰوةِ  ِزيَنةَ  ُتِريدُ  َعۡنُہمۡ  َعۡيَناكَ  َتۡعدُ  َوَل   ۖۥ َوۡجَههُ  ُيِريُدونَ  َوٱۡلَعِشى   بِٱۡلَغَدٰوةِ  َربَّ

ۡنَيا َبعَ  ِذۡكِرَنا َعن ۥ َقۡلَبهُ  أَۡغَفۡلَنا َمۡن  ُتِطعۡ  َوَل   ۖٱلدُّ ا ۥ هُ أَۡمرُ  َوَكانَ  َهَوٰٮهُ  َوٱتَّ
فُُرط ً۬ ) (And keep yourself (O Muhammad SAW) 

patiently with those who call on their Lord (i.e. your companions who remember their Lord with 

glorification, praising in prayers, and other righteous deeds) morning and afternoon, seeking His 

Face, and let not your eyes overlook them, desiring the pomp and glitter of the life of the world; and 

obey not him whose heart We have made heedless of Our Remembrance, and who follows his own 

lusts and whose affair (deeds) has been lost.) 

 Surah Al Baqarah 120: ( َرىٰ  َوَل  ٱۡلَيُہودُ  َعنكَ  َتۡرَضىٰ  َولَن ـٰ َص بِعَ  َحتَّىٰ  ٱلنَّ ِ  ُهَدى إِنَّ  قُلۡ   ِۗملََّتُہمۡ  َتتَّ َبۡعتَ  َولَٮ ِنِ   ۗٱۡلهَُدىٰ  ُهوَ  ٱّللَّ  أَۡهَوآَءُهم ٱتَّ

ِ  ِمنَ  لَكَ  َما  ۙٱۡلِعۡلمِ  ِمنَ  َجآَءكَ  ٱلَِّذى َبۡعدَ  َنِصير   َوَل  َولِى ً۬  ِمن ٱّللَّ ) (Never will the Jews nor the Christians be pleased with 

you (O Muhammad Peace be upon him ) till you follow their religion. Say: "Verily, the Guidance of 

Allâh (i.e. Islâmic Monotheism) that is the (only) Guidance. And if you (O Muhammad Peace be upon 

him ) were to follow their (Jews and Christians) desires after what you have received of Knowledge 

(i.e. the Qur'ân), then you would have against Allâh neither any Walî (protector or guardian) nor any 

helper) 

 Surah Al Baqarah 145: ( بَ ٱۡلِكتَ  أُوُتوا   ٱلَِّذينَ  أََتۡيتَ  َولَٮ ِۡن  ا َءاَية ً۬  بُِكل   ـٰ  قِۡبلَةَ  بَِتابِع ً۬  َبۡعُضُهم َوَما  ۚقِۡبلََتُہمۡ  بَِتابِع ً۬  أَنتَ  َوَمآ   ۚقِۡبلََتكَ  َتبُِعوا   مَّ

 ً۬ َبۡعتَ  َولَٮ ِنِ   َۚبۡعض  ن   أَۡهَوآَءُهم ٱتَّ ا إِنَّكَ   ۙٱۡلِعۡلمِ  ِمنَ  َجآَءكَ  َما َبۡعدِ  م 
لِِمينَ  لَِّمنَ  إِذ ً۬ ـٰ ٱلظَّ ) (And even if you were to bring to the 

people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) all the Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, 

revelations, etc.), they would not follow your Qiblah (prayer direction), nor are you going to follow 

their Qiblah (prayer direction). And they will not follow each other's Qiblah (prayer direction). Verily, 

if you follow their desires after that which you have received of knowledge (from Allâh), then indeed 

you will be one of the Zâlimûn) 

o If you don’t have knowledge, then you’ll follow others’ desires, but after you have 

knowledge, and still follow other’s desires then this is worse than following your desires.  

 Surah Al ‘Araf 175-176: ( ُن َفَكاَن ِمَن ٱۡلغَ  ـٰ ۡيَط تَِنا َفٱنَسلََخ ِمۡنَها َفأَۡتَبَعُه ٱلشَّ ـٰ ُه َءاَي ـٰ  َولَۡو ِشۡئَنا( ٥٧١)اِويَن َوٱۡتُل َعلَۡيِهۡم َنَبأَ ٱلَِّذٓى َءاَتۡيَن

َبَع َهَوٰٮهُ  ُه ۥۤ أَۡخلََد إِلَى ٱۡۡلَۡرِض َوٱتَّ ِكنَّ ـٰ ُه بَِہا َولَ ـٰ ُه َيۡلَهۡ ۚلََرَفۡعَن ۡۡ ۡۡ أَۡو َتۡتُر ِل ٱۡلََۡلِب إِن َتۡحِمۡل َعلَۡيِه َيۡلَه ََ لُُه ۥ َكَم ََ ََۡوِم ٱلَِّذيَن  ۚ َفَم ُل ٱۡل ََ للَِك َم  ذَّ

تَِنا ـٰ ُبوا  بِـ َاَي
ََصَ  َۚكذَّ ِِ ٱۡل ُروَن  َفٱۡقُص (٥٧١)َِ لََعلَُّهۡم َيَتَفكَّ ) (And recite (O Muhammad SAW) to them the story of him 

to whom We gave Our Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), but he threw 

them away, so Shaitân (Satan) followed him up, and he became of those who went astray. (175) And 

had We willed, We would surely have elevated him therewith but he clung to the earth and followed 

his own vain desire. So his parable is the parable of a dog: if you drive him away, he lolls his tongue 

out, or if you leave him alone, he (still) lolls his tongue out. Such is the parable of the people who 

reject Our Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.). So relate the stories, 

perhaps they may reflect (176)) 

o Allah (swt) gave him the ayat, He gave him knowledge, but it’s peeled from him so the 

shaitan followed. When Allah (swt) teaches you it’s like skin protecting you, but if the 

knowledge and faith is not kept, then the shaitan will follow him and he will mislead others. 

Had he kept his ‘skin’ then he would have been elevated. Skin makes us beautiful as well, 

imagine being without skin. Knowledge protects you, beautifies you and elevates you.  
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o Why would a seeker of knowledge follow the shaitan? Two reasons: people of the duniya 

and he followed his desires, subhan Allah. There was no taqwa. Some people are following 

their desires in knowledge because they just love to learn, they’re not learning to go to 

paradise. Or they learn in order to be respected by others.  

o His example is like a dog, a dog is always panting, never satisfied. People who love the 

duniya do not like it when you talk about the Day of Judgement.  

 Surah Ar Ra’ad 37: ( هُ  َوَكَذللِكَ  ـٰ ا أَنَزۡلَن اَعَربِ  ُحۡكم  َبۡعتَ  َولَٮ ِنِ   ۚي  ً۬ ِ  ِمنَ  لَكَ  َما ٱۡلِعۡلمِ  ِمنَ  َجآَءكَ  َبۡعَدَما أَۡهَوآَءُهم ٱتَّ َواق ً۬  َوَل  َولِى ً۬  ِمن ٱّللَّ ) 

(And thus have We sent it (the Qur'ân) down to be a judgement of authority in Arabic. Were you (O 

Muhammad SAW) to follow their (vain) desires after the knowledge which has come to you, then 

you will not have any Walî (protector) or Waq (defender) against Allâh) 

o If you follow their desires then Allah (swt) will not be your Guardian and Defender. So the 

way to happiness is when you remember Allah (swt) and the Day of Judgement, and the way 

to misery is when you forget Allah (swt) and forget the Day of Judgement.  

Ayah 17 – ( ُٰموَسى ـٰ  ("?And what is that in your right hand, O Mûsa (Moses)") (َوَما تِۡلَك بَِيِمينَِك َي

 Recall there is inner and outer preparation before Musa (as) was given his mission. Then the 

foundation of the da’ee to Allah (swt) was established which is tawheed, prayer, and the Day of 

Judgement. Then tools were given to support him, and then ayah 24 is the mission to go to Firaoun. 

So in life you cannot just command without an introduction and preparation. 

  Ayat 17 to 23 are the miracles given to Musa (as) to support him – the stick and the hand. The stick 

and his hand are two things that he already has. The stick is something he’s holding in his hand and 

his hand is part of him, but Allah (swt) made it a miracle, subhan Allah. So these are two matters 

that he’s familiar with and Allah (swt) is able to transform it to something else, subhan Allah. To 

meet Firaoun is a great matter, and it’s easy to forget in such a situation, so Allah (swt) gave Musa 

(as) matters that he’s familiar with. Allah (swt) spoke more about the stick from ayat 17 to 21 and 

ayat 22 to 23 are about the hand.  

 In ayat 12 to 16 Allah (swt) is speaking and Musa (as) is listening. After being given preparation and 

foundation, Musa (as) was enjoying listening to Allah (swt). And imagine Allah (swt) speaking to you 

is so great, but you get overwhelmed that you don’t know what to say. So Allah (swt) wanted Musa 

(as) to speak because He wants to take care of his heart, subhan Allah. Musa (as) needs to speak to 

Firaoun, and he has a problem with his speech, but Allah (swt) is training him and giving him 

confidence by speaking to Him. If you can speak to Allah (swt), then you can speak to anyone else, 

including Firaoun, subhan Allah. You will find the name of Allah Al Latif, He’s very subtle and gentle 

in telling Musa (as) about his mission.  

 ( ُٰموَسى ـٰ  imagine Musa (as) is :("?And what is that in your right hand, O Mûsa (Moses)") (َوَما تِۡلَك بَِيِمينَِك َي

listening throughout and now Allah (swt) wants him to speak, so He’s asking him, ‘what’s in your 

hand?’ Though Allah (swt) is Al ‘Aleem, He already knows and He is Al Baseer, He already sees, but 

He’s asking him to make him familiar. Recall Allah (swt) was talking about great matters and then He 

asked him what’s in your hand to divert the matter and so that he can handle it. What did Musa (as) 

say? 
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Ayah 18 – ( ُؤْا َعلَۡيَہا َوأَُهشُّ بَِہا َعلَٰى َغَنِمى َولِ  َى فِيَہا َمـ َاِرُب أُۡخَرىٰ َقالَ ِهَى َعَصاَى أََتَوڪَّ ) (He said: "This is my 

stick, whereon I lean, and wherewith I beat down branches for my sheep, and wherein I find 

other uses.") 

 Imagine enjoying listening to Allah (swt) and now you get a chance to speak to Him, subhan Allah. So 

he said many details in the beginning because he’s excited but then he slowed down by saying 

something general because he doesn’t want to miss the talk with Allah (swt). So Musa (as) 

elaborated and then closed it by saying something general. Alhamdulliah we get chances to speak to 

Allah (swt) in our salat and when we make dua’a.  

 ( ََقالَ ِهَى َعَصاى) (He said: "This is my stick,): Allah (swt) asked him a very simple matter and Musa (as) 

replied immediately and said it is ‘my stick’. Some scholars said he said it in possessive form because 

he was afraid he might have to lose it, similar to when he took off his slippers previously, subhan 

Allah. And he elaborated more out of ihsan from himself and because he wants to talk more to Allah 

(swt) and this is a great pleasure. For example, when the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ) was asked a question, he 

would elaborate more out of ihsan.  

 (ُؤْا َعلَۡيَہا َوأَُهشُّ بَِہا َعَلٰى َغَنِمى  whereon I lean, and wherewith I beat down branches for my) (أََتَوڪَّ

sheep,): this is the first benefit, it’s beneficial for him to lean on. And the second benefit is to beat 

the branches to feed the sheep, meaning he would use the stick to hit the branches so that leaves 

would fall for the sheep to eat. This shows a great character by thinking about the animals. Someone 

else might say, ‘just let the animals find their own food’. And his shepherding was in preparation to 

lead out Banu Israel.  

 ( َٰولَِى فِيَہا َمـ َاِرُب أُۡخَرى) (and wherein I find other uses."): then he closed down his talk by saying 

something general. He began with elaboration because he’s excited and now he closed it down 

because he doesn’t want to miss hearing Allah (swt) and he was afraid to elaborate and prolong on 

the King, so this is respect to Allah (swt). Though his desire is to continue speaking, but he closed 

down his speech out of respect and magnification of Allah (swt), subhan Allah. This again is from the 

good manners of Musa (as).  

Ayah 19 – ( ُٰموَسى ـٰ  ("!said: "Cast it down, O Mûsa (Moses) (Allâh)) (َقالَ أَۡلقَِها َي

 ( ُٰموَسى ـٰ  Allah (swt) commanded him to cast :("!said: "Cast it down, O Mûsa (Moses) (Allâh)) (َقالَ أَۡلقَِها َي

his stick and this is submission, and when you submit, ‘miracles’ happen, subhan Allah. Notice Allah 

(swt) calls him Musa (as) throughout to give him comfort.  

May Allah (swt) increase us in faith and knowledge. Ameen.  


