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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Neighbors – Class #18 

Before children were taught knowledge, they would be taught manners first because the knowledge is 

precious, you are talking about the Quran and Sunnah. You can’t have Islam without manners, and 

manners begin with the tongue. How do you speak to your parents, spouse, children, teacher? All of this 

is reflective of your manners.  

We don’t want manners for the people but for the pleasure of Allah (swt). Those who have good 

manners are the ones who know their boundaries.  

Chapter 65: (  وء  (The bad neighbor) (َباب   اْلَجار   السُّ

Hadith: ( َثَنا ، َحدَّ لَْيَمان   أَْخَبَرَنا  : َقالَ  َصَدَقة  وَ  س  اَن، اْبن   ه  يٍد، َعنْ  َعْجالََن، اْبن   َعن   َحيَّ َرْيَرةَ  أَب ي َعنْ  َسع   َكانَ   : َقالَ  ه 

نْ  َعاء   م  ب ي   د  وذ   إ ن ي اللَّه مَّ   : وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ نْ  ب كَ  أَع  وء   َجار   م  ، َدار   ف ي السُّ َقام  ْنَيا َجارَ  َفإ نَّ  اْلم  ل   الدُّ  (. َيَتَحوَّ

(Abu Hurayra said, "Part of the supplication of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and 

grant him peace, was, "Oh Allah, I seek refuge with you from an evil neighbour in the 

place of residence. A neighbour in this world can be changed) - Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 117 

 

 When there is a dua’a the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) used to make then it means it’s important. The previous 

dua’a was to have a righteous neighbor and in this dua’a is to seek refuge from an evil neighbor. 

May we never have evil neighbors nor we become ourselves. Ameen.  

 Dua’a: ( وذ   إ ن ي اللَّه مَّ  نْ  ب كَ  أَع  وء   َجار   م  ، َدار   ف ي السُّ َقام  ْنَيا َجارَ  َفإ نَّ  اْلم  ل   الدُّ  Oh Allah, I seek refuge) ( َيَتَحوَّ

with you from an evil neighbour in the place of residence. A neighbour in this world can be changed) 

 An evil neighbor is one that’s always disturbing you. And the scholars said it’s not only the neighbor 

living next door, but also includes: 

o Spouse (الزوج):  also your children 

o Helper (الخادم) 

o Companion (الصاحب) 

 You are seeking refuge from Allah (swt) from the evil neighbor, evil spouse, evil helper, and evil 

companions. You don’t want harm from any them. You might be able to move and get another 

neighbor or helper, but it’s not so easy with the spouse.  

 Where are these neighbors?  ( َقام   َدار   ف ي اْلم  ): in the place of residence, this means you’re always 

with them. When you face harm from them, then you get affected. You don’t want to end up 

backbiting because it’s not worth it in the end.  

 ( ْنَيا َجارَ  َفإ نَّ  ل   الدُّ َيَتَحوَّ ): this means that separation can happen, someone who’s your neighbor today, 

can change. But in the hereafter it doesn’t change.   

 For example, when we were young, we had neighbors, but where are these neighbors? Now you 

have different ones. Perhaps you have different neighbors from ten years ago, so in this life it’s 

temporary.  
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Hadith: ( َثَنا ثَ   : َقالَ  َمال ٍك، ْبن   َمْخلَد   َحدَّ ْحَمن   َعْبد   َناَحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  َمْغَراَء، ْبن   الرَّ  ب ْرَدَة، أَب ي َعنْ  هللا ، َعْبد   ْبن   ب َرْيد   َحدَّ

ول   َقالَ   : م وَسى أَب ي َعنْ  اَعة   َتق وم   لَ   : وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللا   َرس  ل   َيْقت لَ  َحتَّى السَّ ج   Abu) (. َوأََباه   َوأََخاه   َجاَره   الرَّ

Musa reported that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, 

said, "The Final Hour will not come until a man kills his neighbour, his brother and his 

father.") - Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 118 

 As the Day of Judgement approaches the fitnas increase and become worse. In this hadith it says the 

Final Hour will not come until a man kills his neighbor, brother and father – and this has already 

happened, people even kill their mothers, istaghfar Allah. That’s why the Day of Judgement will fall 

upon the worst of people. 

 We have to be good to our neighbors, so what about the brothers and fathers? Subhan Allah.  

Chapter 66: (  ي َجاَره  (A person should not injure his neighbour) (َباب   ل ي ْؤذ 

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٌد، َحدَّ َسدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  م  ، َعْبد   َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  اْلَواح د  ، َحدَّ َثنَ   : َقالَ  األَْعَمش  َبْيَرةَ  ْبن   َجْعَدةَ  َمْولَى َيْحَيى أَب و اَحدَّ  ه 

ْعت    : َقالَ  َرْيَرةَ  أََبا َسم  ب ي   ق يلَ   : َيق ول   ه  ولَ  َيا  : وسلم عليه هللا صلى ل لنَّ وم   اللَّْيلَ  َتق وم   ف الََنة   إ نَّ  هللا ، َرس  َهاَر، َوَتص   النَّ

، َوَتْفَعل ، ق  دَّ ي َوَتصَّ ول   َفَقالَ   ؟ ب ل َسان َها ج يَراَنَها َوت ْؤذ  نْ  ه يَ  ف يَها، َخْيرَ  لَ   : وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللا   َرس  ، أَْهل   م  ار   النَّ

ق   اْلَمْكت وَبَة، ت َصل ي َوف الََنةٌ   : َقال وا دَّ ي َولَ  ب أَْثَواٍر، َوَتصَّ ا ت ْؤذ  ول   َفَقالَ   ؟ أََحد  نْ  ه يَ   : موسل عليه هللا صلى هللا   َرس   أَْهل   م 

ة    Abu Hurayra said, "The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, was) (. اْلَجنَّ

asked, 'Messenger of Allah! A certain woman prays in the night, fasts in the day, acts 

and gives sadaqa, but injures her neighbours with her tongue.' The Messenger of 

Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, 'There is no good in her. She is 

one of the people of the Fire.' They said, 'Another woman prays the prescribed 

prayers and gives bits of curd as sadaqa and does not injure anyone.' The Messenger 

of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, 'She is one of the people of 

the Garden.'") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 119 

 (  ف الََنة): so and so. This shows when you talk about someone don’t say their name, it’s not about 

haram, but it lessens your ihsan.  

 This lady is praying the nights and she fasts in the days – so her outer is very pious, though we don’t 

know about a person’s piety because it’s in the heart. Her outer is all voluntary, and she also gives 

sadaqah. So if you put all of these matters on one side of the scale, on the other side she hurts her 

neighbor with her tongue. And neighbor is who? It’s not only the next door neighbor, but spouse, 

helper, etc. Imagine harming someone inside the house because of our tongue – this is even worse.  

 In the hadith whoever believes in Allah (swt) and the Last Day then let him say good or remain 

silent. The tongue is the quickest limb that can destroy things.  

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said there’s no goodness in her, why? Because of her tongue. It means there’s 

no goodness in her prayer, no goodness in her fasting, no goodness in her sadaqah – she is one of 

the people of the hellfire. Someone might ask is it forever? No, for the one with faith it’s 

purification.  
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 Disturbance from people occurs in order to bring out the sicknesses in our heart. We will only know 

what’s in our heart when things don’t go according to our desire. We are responsible for our actions, 

not what people do to us.  

 And another lady prays the obligatory prayers, not the voluntaries, and she gives charity with very 

simple matters like curd on top of the milk, and she doesn’t harm anyone. She’s not harming the 

husband, children, helper, or neighbors;  she is salam with everyone. May Allah (swt) make us salam 

with all. Ameen. Ibad Ar Rahman even walk gently on the earth, not even stepping on the ants, 

subhan Allah. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said she is from the people of paradise.  

 So from this we learn to not harm anyone – not your husband, children, helper, neighbors – just 

pardon and be patient.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا لَْيَمان   َحدَّ دَ  ْبن   س  ، أَب و َداو  ب يع  َثَنا  : َقالَ  الرَّ يل   َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  َجْعَفٍر، ْبن   إ ْسَماع  ، َعْبد   ْبن   اْلَعالَء   َحدَّ ْحَمن   الرَّ

َرْيَرَة، أَب ي َعنْ  أَب يه ، َعنْ  ولَ  أَنَّ  ه  ل   لَ   : َقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللا   َرس  ةَ  َيْدخ  ه   َيأَْمن   لَ  َمنْ  اْلَجنَّ  Abu) (. ئ َقه  َبَوا َجار 

Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him 

peace, said, "A person whose neighbours are not safe from his evil will not enter the 

Garden.") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 121 

 A person needs to make his neighbors feel safe and secure. May Allah (swt) makes us a source of 

peace and security. Ameen. The worst people are the ones whom people fear to come across.  

Chapter 67: ( ٍن   َشاة  A woman should not disdain anything) (َباب   لَ  َتْحق َرنَّ  َجاَرةٌ  ل َجاَرت َها َوَلوْ  ف ْرس 

which her female neighbor gives her even if a sheep’s hoof) 

We shouldn’t underestimate any good deeds, even if meeting someone with a smile. We think we need 

to give something grand. But there’s no pointing in giving and then following it with harm. For example, 

you give your children something and then tell them back-off. Or you remind someone of what you gave 

them. You can’t give something big every time so don’t underestimate the little things.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا يل   َحدَّ َثن ي  : َقالَ  أ َوْيسٍ  أَب ي ْبن   إ ْسَماع  و َعنْ  أَْسلََم، ْبن   َزْيد   َعنْ  َمال ٌك، َحدَّ َعاذٍ  ْبن   َعْمر  ، م   َعنْ  األَْشَهل ي 

ت ه ، َها َجدَّ ول   ل ي َقالَ   : َقالَتْ  أَنَّ ، ن َساءَ  َيا  : وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللا   َرس  َنات  ْؤم  ْنك نَّ  اْمَرأَةٌ  َتْحق َرنَّ  لَ  اْلم   َولَوْ  ل َجاَرت َها، م 

َراع   قٍ  َشاةٍ  ك  َحرَّ  Amr ibn Mu'adh al-Ashhali reported that his grandmother said, "The') (. م 

Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, 'Believing women! 

Do not let any of you women disdain her female neighbour's gift, even if it is only a 

burnt sheep’s hooves.'") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 122 

 No one would give broken nails of a sheep, but it shows to never underestimate the smallest of 

matters. Look at the address – ( َنا ن َساءَ  َيا ْؤم  اْلم  ) (O believing women), even if you give something 

little, it shows you’re doing it for the pleasure of Allah (swt) because if you think this is so little, what 

will the people think then you’re thinking about the people.  

 When you give something little, then there is more ikhlas because you want Allah’s pleasure, but 

when you give big things then the ihtisab becomes less because you’re thinking if people will like it.  
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 When you give something little, Allah (swt) will increase it because of the intention.  

 When you give something little, even a date for Allah’s sake, then Allah (swt) will take it with His 

Right Hand, before it reaches the person and He will make this sadaqah grow for you, just like a 

small horse. Hadith: ( َرةَ  أَبِي َعن   لِ  َتَصَدقَ  َمن    "   وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللَاِ  َرُسولُ  َقالَ  َقالَ  ـ عنه هللا رضى ـ ُهَري  َرة   بَِعد   ِمن   َتم 

ب   َبلُ  َولَ  ـ َطيِّب   َكس  يَها ُثمَ  بَِيِمينِِه، َيَتَقَبلَُها هللَاَ  َوإِنَ  ـ الَطيِّبَ  إِلَ  هللَاُ  َيق  لَ  َتُكونَ  َحَتى َفلَُوهُ  أََحُدُكم   ُيَربِّي َكَما لَِصاِحبِهِ  ُيَربِّ  ("  ال َجَبلِ  ِمث 

(Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "If one give in charity what equals one date-

fruit from the honestly earned money and Allah accepts only the honestly earned money --Allah 

takes it in His right (hand) and then enlarges its reward for that person (who has given it), as anyone 

of you brings up his baby horse, so much s that it becomes as big as a mountain) - Sahih al-Bukhari 

1410 

 We need to believe that we’re only dealing with Allah (swt).  

Hadith: ( َثَنا َثَنا  : َقالَ  آَدم ، َحدَّ ْئٍب، أَب ي اْبن   َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  ذ  يدٌ  َحدَّ ، َسع  يُّ َرْيَرةَ  أَب ي َعنْ  أَب يه ، َعنْ  اْلَمْقب ر  ب يُّ  َقالَ   : ه   النَّ

، ن َساءَ  َيا  : وسلم عليه هللا صلى ْسل َمات  ، ن َساءَ  َيا اْلم  ْسل َمات  ن   َولَوْ  ل َجاَرت َها َجاَرةٌ  َتْحق َرنَّ  لَ  اْلم   Abu) (. َشاةٍ  ف ْرس 

Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him 

peace, said, "Muslim women! Muslim women! A woman should not disdain her 

female neighbour's gift, even if it is only a sheep's hoof.")  – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 123 

 This hadith is similar to the previous one. Sometimes the children don’t have money to go and buy a 

gift, but they’ll give you a flower from the garden or a paper with a heart. They’re not thinking about 

the price of the gift, but the value and feeling of giving, this is ihtisab. Even with your husband, 

sometimes you think what can I give him? It can even be a message with a heart emoji.  

May Allah (swt) make us salam to all we meet and never harm anyone. Ameen.  


