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Taddabur Surah Al Kahf ( الكهف سورة تدبر ) – Class #12 

Theme of Surah Al Kahf ( الكهف سورة محور ) 

 Al Kahf – ‘The Cave’ – protection from the fitnas ( الفتن من العصمة ) 

Types of Fitnas ( الفتن أنواع ) 

 Trial of the deen ( الدين فتنة ): story of the People of the Cave 

 Trial of wealth ( المال فتنة ): story of the owner of two gardens 

 Trial of the shaitan ( ابليس فتنة ): this appears in the middle of all trials  

 Trial of knowledge ( العلم فتنة ): Story of Al Khidr and Musa (as) 

 Trial of power ( السلطة فتنة ): story of Dhul Qarnain 

 Surah Al Kahf is a like a ‘cave’ from all the fitnas – there is a solution to all of the fitnas.  

Overview of Surah Al Kahf ( الكهف سورة محاور ) 

 Introduction (المقدمة) – Ayat 1 to 8 

o Safeguard from the fitna 

 Trial of the deen ( الدين فتنة ): Story of the People of the Cave – Ayat 9 to 26 

o Safeguard from the fitna of the deen ( الدين فتنة من العصمة ) – Ayat 27 to 31 

 Trial of wealth ( المال فتنة ): story of the owner of two gardens – Ayat 32 to 49 

o Safeguard from the fitna of the wealth ( المال فتنة من العصمة ) – Ayat 45 to 49 

 Trial of the shaitan ( ابليس فتنة ): this appears in the middle of all trials – Ayat 50 to 53 

o Safeguard– Ayat 54 to 59 

 Trial of knowledge ( العلم فتنة ): Story of Al Khidr and Musa (as) – Ayat 60 to 82 

Trial of knowledge ( العلم فتنة ): Story of Al Khidr and Musa (as) – Ayat 79 to 82 

Musa (as) went through three incidents with Al Khidr. The first incident was to make a fault in the ship, 

the second was to kill the boy, and the third was to fix the wall without payment – there is goodness 

behind all of these decrees. Now we will see the explanation of these decrees; we when need to have 

patience with the decrees of Allah (swt).  

 Ayah 79: the ship was for poor people working on it, so Al Khidr wished to make a hole, a fault in the 

ship because there was a king behind them taking the ships by force. And notice Al Khidr attributed 

the fault to himself. If the ship was in good condition then the king would take it, but because there 

was a fault, he didn’t take it and this allowed the poor people to maintain their line of work. This 

shows you that sometimes there are ‘holes’ in your life, but you need to believe this ‘hole’ is there 

to protect you from the bigger picture. Just as Allah (swt) protected Musa (as) in the house of 

Firaoun since Musa (as) was born in the year the boys were being killed. It looks like a ‘fault’ to be 

raised in the house of Firaoun, but it was for the protection of Musa (as), subhan Allah.  

 Ayah 80: as for the boy, his parents were believers and Allah (swt) wanted to protect their belief, 

because when this son would grow up, he would be a cause to remove the belief in their hearts. In 
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the knowledge of Allah (swt), he knows when this boy would grow up to be a disbeliever and his 

parents are believers. If the boy would grow up, he would make his parents disbelievers as well, 

subhan Allah. Our test is not to look at the actions of the people because that is between them and 

Allah (swt), but our test is to know about Allah (swt) and His perfect actions and decrees.  

 Ayah 81: we want that their Rabb to exchange this son and bring someone who is pure and has 

more mercy. And this is a mercy for all – it’s a mercy for the first boy to die young because he will be 

a believer, his parents remained believers, and Allah (swt) replaced this boy with someone even 

better. And we need to believe that the replacement will always be better.  

 Ayah 82: Al Khidr built a wall for two orphan boys in the (مدينة) ‘city;, though in ayah 77, it was a 

mentioned (قرية) ‘village’. It’s the same town, but when ‘village’ is mentioned it shows people 

resemble each other in nature and they know each other. When Al Khidr gave the explanation in this 

ayah, he called it ‘medina’ which gives the impression of vastness, everyone is for himself, like a 

‘city’, each one is worrying for himself, they’re not thinking about these two orphan boys, subhan 

Allah. Under this wall is a treasure, and Allah (swt) is protecting it for the future. Allah (swt) is taking 

care of everyone, sometimes talents are concealed and then Allah (swt) will reveal it. Allah (swt) is 

taking care of everyone and He knows what good for them in the future. The father of the two 

orphan boys is righteous which is seen from his actions. Allah (swt) protected his offspring because 

of his righteousness. So the righteousness of the father is a protection for the children, subhan 

Allah. Al Khidr said, ‘I didn’t do anything on my own’ – breaking the ship, killing the boy, or building 

the wall – all are inspiration of Allah (swt). We are all slaves of Allah (swt) and the decree of Allah 

(swt) goes through people. This is the interpretation of what you didn’t have patience for. This 

shows us we need to trust Allah (swt). It is a great test to see things that are hard to handle. The 

shaitan wants you to think bad about the one you’re learning from so that you don’t learn. Similarly 

you will find the disbelievers when the truth comes to them, they will reject the carrier of truth.  

 

May Allah (swt) always make us think good about Him and His decrees. Ameen  

. 


