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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Orphans and Child dying – Class #21 

 

The reward for taking care of orphans is to be with the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) in paradise and this shows it’s a 

very high level.  

Chapter 79: ( َِباب   َأَدبِ  اْلَيِتيم) (Chapter: Disciplining an orphan) 

Hadith: ( َثَنا ْسلٌِم، َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  م  ، َحدَّ ِكرَ   : تْ َقالَ  اْلَعَتِكيَّةِ  ش َمْيَسةَ  َعنْ  ش ْعَبة     َرِضيَ  َعائَِشةَ  ِعْندَ  اْلَيتِيمِ  أََدب   ذ 
 َعْنَها، هللاَّ

 Shumaysa al-'Atakiyya said, "The disciplining of) (. َيْنَبِسطَ  َحتَّى اْلَيِتيمَ  ألَْضِرب   إِنِّي  : َفَقالَتْ 

orphans was mentioned in the presence of 'A'isha and she said, 'I would beat an 

orphan until he submits.'") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 142 

 It is important to understand this hadith properly otherwise it can be misinterpreted. This hadith is 

about the disciplining of an orphan. And some deviated sects take this against Aisha (ra), istaghfar 

Allah. The hitting mentioned here is not to hurt or hit the face, but she was asked about how to 

discipline an orphan? To be hit gently is only for reforming. If a parent is always hitting their child 

then it will have no effect. For example, when a child doesn’t pray at ten, then he’s to be hit gently 

to be reformed. And sometimes people are taking orphans and spoiling them so much that they end 

up being bad in the end. If you don’t hear ‘no’ from you, then when they grow up it will be a 

problem.  

 If things come with ease, then it makes a person bored and then depressed. Our body is designed to 

do work, that’s why Allah (swt) says: Surah Al Balad 4: ( َنا لََقد   نَ  َخلَق  ـٰ ِنَس َكَبد   فِى ٱۡل  ) (Verily, We have created 

man in toil.). As human beings we need challenges, you find those living in luxury getting bored so 

they go and do challenging sports or go to villages to help the poor. We are designed to work and do 

things, we can’t just sit all day.  

 What makes old people depressed? When you tell them just sit and I’ll do it for you. They don’t like 

it, they like to be active and productive, subhan Allah. Life is mixed with struggle and with this 

struggle you taste victory and this makes you happy, subhan Allah.  

Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Death of a child  

The orphan is one who has lost his father and now this chapter is the opposite, the parents lose their 

child, subhan Allah.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا َثِني  : َقالَ  إِْسَماِعيل   َحدَّ ِب،اْلم   اْبنِ  َعنِ  ِشَهاٍب، اْبنِ  َعنِ  َمالٌِك، َحدَّ َرْيَرَة، أَِبي َعنْ  َسيِّ ولَ  أَنَّ  ه   هللاِ  َرس 

ْسلِِمينَ  ِمنَ  ألََحدٍ  َيم وت   لَ   : َقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى ه   اْلَولَِد، ِمنَ  َثالََثةٌ  اْلم  ، َفَتَمسَّ ار   Abu) (. اْلَقَسمِ  َتِحلَّةَ  إِلَّ  النَّ

Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him 

peace, said, "No Muslim who has had three of his children die young will enter the 

Fire, except to expiate an unfulfilled oath.") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 143 
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 If a Muslim had three children and they died, and he had sins that made him enter the hellfire, what 

will release him from the hellfire? His three children. It’s not easy to lose three children, but it’s 

important to ask Allah (swt) for the well-being. Ameen.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا َمر   َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  ِغَياٍث، ْبنِ  َحْفِص  ْبن   ع  َعاِوَيَة، ْبنِ  َطْلقِ  َعنْ  أَِبي، َحدَّ ْرَعَة، أَِبي َعنْ  م  َرْيَرَة، أَبِي َعنْ  ز   ه 

ِبيَّ  أََتتِ  اْمَرأَة   أَنَّ  ، اْدع    : َفَقاَلتِ  ِبَصِبي   وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ ،َثالَثَ  َدَفْنت   َفَقدْ  لَه   ِمنَ  َشِديدٍ  بِِحَظارٍ  اْحَتَظْرتِ   : َفَقالَ  ة 

ارِ   Abu Hurayra reported that a woman came to the Messenger of Allah, may Allah) (. النَّ

bless him and grant him peace, with a child. She said, "Make supplication for him. I 

have buried three children." He said, "You have built a strong barrier against the 

Fire.")  – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 144 

 Sometimes there are difficult decrees of losing children, but Allah (swt) will give you better in the 

akhira. It’s important when reading something like this, don’t wish for it to happen to you. Don’t 

choose the calamity for yourself. Ask Allah (swt) ( والعافية العفو أسألك إني اللهم ) – the pardoning and well-

being.  

 When you hear something like this, it’s natural to feel scared or sad, but seek refuge with Allah (swt) 

then you will be at rest. But if you worry and make a scenario in your mind then all of this is wiswas 

from the shaitan.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا َثَنا  : َقالَ  َعيَّاٌش، َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  األَْعلَى، َعْبد   َحدَّ د   َحدَّ َحمَّ َثنِي  : َقالَ  إِْسَحاقَ  ْبن   م  د   َحدَّ َحمَّ  ْبنِ  إِْبَراِهيمَ  ْبن   م 

ولَ  َسِمْعت    : َقالَ  هللاِ  َعْبدِ  نِ بْ  َجابِرِ  َعنْ  لَبِيٍد، ْبنِ  َمْحم ودِ  َعنْ  اْلَحاِرِث،  لَه   َماتَ  َمنْ   : َيق ول   وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاِ  َرس 

َة، َدَخلَ  َفاْحَتَسَبه مْ  اْلَولَدِ  ِمنَ  َثالََثةٌ  ولَ  َيا  : ق ْلَنا اْلَجنَّ ِ،  : لَِجابِرٍ  ق ْلت   َواْثَناِن،  : َقالَ   ؟ َواْثَنانِ  هللاِ، َرس   ق ْلت مْ  لَوْ  أََرى َوهللاَّ

ه   َوأََنا  : َقالَ   . لََقالَ  َواِحدٌ  نُّ ِ  أَظ   ,Jabir ibn 'Abdullah said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah) (. َوهللاَّ

may Allah bless him and grant him peace, say, 'If anyone has three of his children die 

young and resigns them to Allah, he will enter the Garden.' We said, 'Messenger of 

Allah, what about two?' 'And two,' he said." Mahmud ibn Labid said to Jabir, "By 

Allah, I think that if you had asked, 'And one?' he would have given a similar answer." 

He said, "By Allah, I think so too.") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 146 

 If a person loses three children, then let him hope for the reward from Allah (swt). For example, 

sometimes we go through a difficulty, instead of reacting badly make ihtisab with Allah (swt) – hope 

for the reward for Allah (swt). 

 With the ihtisab for losing his three children, he’s hoping for paradise. Then the Companions asked 

what if two children die? Then the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said the same. And had he been asked one child 

he would have said the same. Alhamdulliah we have something like this in Islam where we hope for 

the reward, there are non-Muslims who go through this, but they might come out of it in different 

ways.  

 Always ask Allah (swt) for the well-being, don’t ask for fitna or something bad to happen.  
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Hadith: ( َثَنا ، َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  َعلِيٌّ ، َحدَّ ْفَيان  َثَنا  : َقالَ  س  َهْيل   َحدَّ َرْيَرةَ  أَِبي َعنْ  أَبِيِه، َعنْ  َصالٍِح، أَِبي ْبن   س   َجاَءتِ   : ه 

ولِ  إِلَى اْمَرأَةٌ  ولَ  َيا  : َفَقالَتْ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاِ  َرس  ا َفَواِعْدَنا َمْجلِِسَك، فِي َعلَْيكَ  َنْقِدر   لَ  إِنَّا هللاِ، َرس   أِْتكَ نَ  َيْوم 

ك نَّ   : َفَقالَ  فِيِه، نَّ  ف الٍَن، َبْيت   َمْوِعد  َثه نَّ  فِيَما َوَكانَ  اْلَوْعِد، لَِذلِكَ  َفَجاَءه   اْلَولَِد، ِمنَ  َثالَثٌ  لََها َيم وت   اْمَرأَةٌ  ِمْنك نَّ  َما  : َحدَّ

َة، َدَخلَتِ  إِلَّ  َفَتْحَتِسَبه ْم، َهْيلٌ  َكانَ  اْثَنانِ  أَوَ   : َقالَ   ؟ ْثَنانِ ا أَوِ   : اْمَرأَةٌ  َفَقالَتِ  اْلَجنَّ د   س  ، اْلَحِديثِ  فِي َيَتَشدَّ نْ  َوَلمْ  َوَيْحَفظ   َيك 

 Abu Hurayra reported, "A woman came to the Messenger of) (. ِعْنَده   َيْكت بَ  أَنْ  َيْقِدر   أََحدٌ 

Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and said, 'Messenger of Allah! We 

cannot come to sit with you, so set aside a day when we can come.' He said, 'Your 

appointed place is the house of so-and-so.' He came to the women at that time. Part 

of what he said to them was, 'There is no woman among you who has three children 

die, resigning them to Allah, who will not enter the Garden.' A woman said, 'And if it is 

two?' He replied, 'And if it is two.'") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 148 

 A lady came to the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and said we cannot join your gathering for knowledge but we 

want you, the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), to address us, so make an appointment for the ladies to join. And this 

shows that topics addressing men are different than women. For the khutbah, it’s suitable for all, 

but for a lecture, it’s separate for each.  

 He didn’t tell them to come to his house or go to a masjid, but to the house of so and so, and he met 

them there. Notice how the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) is so approachable. And he told them where to meet, 

and not to let them choose because this can cause upset feelings. When there is potential for 

conflict, then just close it off. To decide is better than to give a choice. If you tell your children where 

do you want to go? Then they’ll give many places, but when you decide where to go then there’s no 

conflict.  

 He told them when a woman loses three children then she will enter paradise. A lady then asked, 

‘what if two die?’. He said, ‘even if two die’.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا َثَنا  : َقالَ  إِْسَماِعيلَ، ْبن   َوم وَسى َحْفٍص، ْبن   َحَرِميُّ  َحدَّ َثَنا  : لَ َقا اْلَواِحِد، َعْبد   َحدَّ ْثَمان   َحدَّ  َحِكيمٍ  ْبن   ع 

َثنِي  : َقالَ  و َحدَّ َثْتِني  : َقالَ  األَْنَصاِريُّ  َعاِمرٍ  ْبن   َعْمر  َلْيمٍ  أ مُّ  َحدَّ ْنت    : َقالَتْ  س  بِيِّ  ِعْندَ  ك   أ مَّ  َيا  : َفَقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ

لَْيمٍ  ْسلَِمْينِ  ِمنْ  َما س     أَْدَخلَه َما إِلَّ  أَْولٍَد، َثالََثة   لَه َما َيم وت   م 
ةَ  هللاَّ ْم، َرْحَمتِهِ  بَِفْضلِ  اْلَجنَّ اه    : َقالَ   ؟ َواْثَنانِ   : ق ْلت   إِيَّ

 Umm Salim said, "While I was with the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant) (. َواْثَنانِ 

him peace, he said, 'Umm Salim! There is no Muslim couple who have three of their 

children die without Allah admitting them to the Garden by virtue of His mercy to 

them.' I said, 'And if there are two?' He said, 'And if there are two.'") – Al-Adab Al-

Mufrad 149 

 In this hadith it is addressing both parents, previously it was just the woman. If they lose three 

children then Allah (swt) will make them enter paradise by His mercy to them. In Surah Al Kahf 80-

81: ( ا  ر ً۬ ا َوُڪف  ن ً۬ ـٰ َي ِهَقُهَما ُطغ  ِن َفَخِشيَنآ أَن ُير  ِمَني  ُم َفَكاَن أََبَواهُ ُمؤ  ـٰ ُغلَ ا ٱل  ر ً۬ ( ٠٨)َوأَمَّ ُہَما َخي  ِدلَُهَما َربُّ َنآ أَن ُيب  ا َفأََرد  م ً۬ َرَب ُرح  ُه َزَكٰوة ً۬ َوأَق  ن  ا مِّ

(٠٨) ) ("And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and we feared lest he should oppress them by 
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rebellion and disbelief. (80) "So we intended that their Lord should change him for them for one 

better in righteousness and nearer to mercy. (81))  

 Surah Al Kahf is telling us the reason for the child dying. It’s a mercy for the parents so they do not 

become disbelievers and they will enter paradise by the mercy of Allah (swt). A person might think 

the child has no sin, so why does he die? Allah (swt) knows he will be a disbeliever when he grows 

up and he will make mischief to others and cause his parents to become disbelievers. Is it better to 

go the hellfire or paradise? Of course paradise. So it’s a mercy for the child to die young, a mercy for 

the parents, and mercy for society, subhan Allah.  

May Allah (swt) give everyone the well-being and protect all. Ameen.  


