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Surah Ta Ha ( طه سورة ) – Ayat 57 to 59 

Ayah 57 – ( ُٰموَسى ـٰ  He [Fir'aun (Pharaoh)] said: "Have you come) (َقالَ أَِجۡئَتَنا لُِتۡخِرَجَنا ِمۡن أَۡرِضَنا بِِسۡحِرَك َي

to drive us out of our land with your magic, O Mûsa (Moses)?) 

 (َقالَ أَِجۡئَتَنا لُِتۡخِرجَ َنا ِمۡن أَۡرِضَنا) (He [Fir'aun (Pharaoh)] said: "Have you come to drive us out of our land): 

Firaoun noticed Musa (as) brought strong evidence to him and that he was speaking fluently, unlike 

before. When Musa (as) spoke to Firaoun, Firaoun was not alone but had his circle with him. Firaoun 

wanted to tell those around him that Musa (as) had other intentions. Firaoun was masterful in 

speech and this is how he hypnotized the people and played with their emotions. The matter that 

will move the people the most emotionally is their land. This moves people when you talk about 

your land, your home. Firaoun told Musa (as), ‘did you come to us to drive us out of our land, our 

home?’ Musa (as) said he would only want to take out Banu Israel with him. He never said that he 

would take them out and keep Banu Israel, but since Firaoun belied and turned away from the ayat, 

he sees things opposite. Firaoun sees it as being driven out. There is an expression where you see 

things according to your nature. If you’re a jealous person then you see others as jealous. If you plot 

then you see others as plotting, if you lie then you see others as liars, subhan Allah.  

 ( ُٰموَسى ـٰ  Firaoun believes in magic and it’s so common :(?with your magic, O Mûsa (Moses)) (بِِسۡحِرَك َي

in his time that being a magician is considered a normal profession, subhan Allah. In some places to 

this day, magic is considered normal and part of everyday life, but in Islam it is haram to deal with 

magic, to go to magicians, to watch magic, etc. From the time of Firaoun there are even different 

levels of magicians. The more ‘devil-work’ he does, the greater his level becomes, especially when 

he separates between husband and wife. Hadith: ( لِيسَ  إِنَ   "  وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ّللَاِ  َرُسولُ  َقالَ  الَ قَ  َجابٍِر، َعن    إِب 

َشهُ  َيَضعُ  َعثُ  ُثمَ  ال َماءِ  َعلَى َعر  َناُهم   َسَراَياهُ  َيب  هُ  َفأَد  ِزلَة   ِمن  َظُمُهم   َمن  َنة   أَع  تَ  َما َفَيقُولُ  َوَكَذا َكَذا َفَعل تُ  َفَيقُولُ  أََحُدُهم   َيِجيءُ  فِت  ا َصَنع  ئ   َشي 

ُتهُ  َما َفَيقُولُ  أََحُدُهم   َيِجيءُ  ُثمَ  َقالَ  َنهُ  َفَرق تُ  َحَتى َتَرك  نَ  َبي  َرأَتِهِ  َوَبي  نِيهِ  - َقالَ  - ام  هُ  َفُيد  مَ  َوَيقُولُ  ِمن  تَ  نِع  َمشُ  َقالَ   .   "  أَن    "  َقالَ  أَُراهُ  األَع 

 said: Iblis places his throne upon water; he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) Jabir reported that Allah's Messenger) (.   "  َفَيل َتِزُمهُ 

then sends detachments (for creating dissension) ; the nearer to him in rank are those who are most 

notorious in creating dissension. One of them comes and says: "I did so and so." And he says: "You 

have done nothing." Then one amongst them comes and says: "I did not spare so and so until I 

sowed the seed of discord between a husband and a wife." The Satan goes near him and says: "You 

have done well." A'mash said: He then embraces him.) - Sahih Muslim 2813 Firaoun is familiar with 

magic for this reason he said to Musa (as) ‘by your magic’ you want to take us out – referring to the 

stick and hand – though it is not magic but real ayat. Firaoun was good to his people, he was not 

oppressing his people, he was giving them and doing things for them, he was only oppressing Banu 

Israel. He made the people follow him with his speech. Firaoun turned the tables to show ‘they are 

the poor ones to be driven out’, so he made them to be inclined to him and not to Musa (as). Notice 

Firaoun didn’t immediately attack Musa (as) or tell him to leave because the people around him 

might be affected by Musa’s words because Musa (as) is not saying he wants power, he is talking 

about our Rabb, everything he’s saying makes sense. So Firaoun would not want to attack Musa (as) 

in front of his circle because they might be affected by what he said, so he wanted to turn them all 

against Musa (as), subhan Allah. Notice how these ayat are telling us about the personalities and 

psychology of people, subhan Allah.   
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Ayah 58 – (  
ا َّلَّ ُنۡخلِفُُه ۥ َنۡحُن َوََّلٓ أَنَت َمَكان ٍ۬ ۡثلِِهۦ َفٱۡجَعۡل َبۡيَنَنا َوَبۡيَنَك َمۡوِعد ٍ۬ َك بِِسۡحر ٍ۬ مِّ ا ُسو ٍ۬ َفلََنۡأتَِينَّ ) ("Then verily, we 

can produce magic the like thereof; so appoint a meeting between us and you, which neither 

we, nor you shall fail to keep, in an open wide place where both shall have a just and equal 

chance (and beholders could witness the competition).") 

 (ۡثلِِهۦ َك بِِسۡحر ٍ۬ مِّ  Firaoun wants to start the :(;Then verily, we can produce magic the like thereof") (َفلََنۡأِتَينَّ

challenge with Musa (as), and this is not easy. Firaoun is doing it only to show he’s confident about 

what he’s doing in order to keep the people with him. Musa (as) didn’t say ‘I want to challenge you’, 

you find those who are on falsehood put themselves in the challenge. Firaoun said ‘you have magic, 

we have magic’, ‘you have a stick and we have a stick, you turn it to a snake, we will turn it to a 

snake’. So he even restricted the magic, as if ‘we’ll follow your magic’. He didn’t say, ‘we’ll do this 

magic and you copy our magic’. So it was all in Musa’s favor despite Firaoun’s intention, subhan 

Allah.  

 ( َا َّلَّ ُنۡخلِفُُه ۥ َنۡحُن َوََّلٓ أَنت  so appoint a meeting between us and you, which) (َفٱۡجَعۡل َبۡيَنَنا َوَبۡيَنَك َمۡوِعد ٍ۬

neither we, nor you shall fail to keep, in an open wide place): Firaoun wants to show the people that 

he’s so confident so he told Musa (as) to set a date and place. On the other hand, when we look at 

this, it is all in Musa’s favor and a response to his supplication – he asked Allah (swt) to make it easy. 

Allah (swt) used Firaoun to serve Musa (as), sometimes the disbelievers are serving the truth 

without knowing, subhan Allah. Regardless of Firaoun’s intention, it was all in Musa’a favor and 

benefit. Musa (as) chose a time in daylight and when all people are gathered so everyone can see 

this challenge.  Notice Firaoun took Musa (as) as an equal before him, he’s trying to show the people 

that he’s a just and diplomatic ruler, though he’s a ‘devil’. Surah Al Baqarah 220: (  ِمنَ  دَ ٱۡلُمۡفسِ  َيۡعلَمُ  َوٱّلَلُ 

 (And Allâh knows him who means mischief from him who means good) ( ۚٱۡلُمۡصلِحِ 

 ( ٍ۬ ا ُسو
 where both shall have a just and equal chance (and beholders could witness the) (َمَكان ٍ۬

competition)."): he said to choose a time and place that is mutual for both us, meaning we both 

know this place and it should be accessible to us. Don’t make a meeting in the mountain, in the ship, 

or somewhere where we can’t see each other.   

 Firaoun is trying to show he’s so confident though the confidence Musa (as) has in Allah (swt) is 

greater because he’s on the truth. He trusts Allah (swt), so why should he panic? Those on falsehood 

are so loud because they don’t have a stronghold, but the one on the truth is quiet.  

Ayah 59 – (ى يَنِة َوأَن ُيۡحَشَر ٱلنَّاُس ُضح ٍ۬  said: "Your appointed [Mûsa (Moses)]) (َقالَ َمۡوِعُدُكۡم َيۡوُم ٱلزِّ

meeting is the day of the festival, and let the people assemble when the sun has risen 

(forenoon).") 

 ( ِيَنة  :(,said: "Your appointed meeting is the day of the festival [Mûsa (Moses)]) (َقالَ َمۡوِعُدُكۡم َيۡوُم ٱلزِّ

Musa (as) picked a day of celebration so everyone is there and they can all see it while they’re in a 

happy and relaxed mood – they can see the truth. When there’s no tension then you can see right as 

right and wrong as wrong. When a person is tense then he can’t see right. If Musa (as) picked a time 

in the middle of the workday then there would be fewer people and they would be tired. So 

everything was in Musa’s favor to choose the time and place, subhan Allah.  
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 (ى  to be :(".and let the people assemble when the sun has risen (forenoon)) (َوأَن ُيۡحَشَر ٱلنَّاُس ُضح ٍ۬

continued in sha’a Allah.  

May Allah (swt) make us see truth as truth and follow it and make us see falsehood as falsehood and 

keep us away from it. Ameen.   


