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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Being a good master – Class #22 

 

Chapter 81: (باب حسن الملكة) (Chapter: The Excellence of Owning Something) 

Now we don’t have slaves, but it’s applicable to how do you deal with those who are working for you, 

whether it’s someone at home or in the office.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا دُ  َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  َسابٍِق، ْبنُ  ُمَحمَّ بِي   َعنِ  هللاِ  َعْبدِ  َعنْ  َوائٍِل، أَِبي َعنْ  األَْعَمِش، َعنِ  إِْسَراِئيلُ، َحدَّ  صلى النَّ

اِعَي، أَِجيُبوا  : َقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا وا َولَ  الدَّ َة،الْ  َتُردُّ  Abdullah reported that') (. اْلُمْسلِِمينَ  َتْضِرُبوا َولَ  َهِديَّ

the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, "Respond to invitations. 

Do not reject gifts. Do not beat Muslims.")  – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 157 

 There are three commands mentioned here: 

o Do not beat Muslims (  ْضِرُبوا اْلُمْسلِِمين ل   ت   beating is not allowed, not even servants. A person :(و 

cannot hit someone’s face, and even for the child to be hit at ten years for not praying, it is 

simply a light tap, and it’s just for reforming. If anyone did this in the past, then they need to 

repent to Allah (swt). Don’t think beating your children is allowed. There are people beating 

their maids and this is haram.  

o Respond to the invitation (  اِعي  does this mean you need to respond to all :(أ ِجيُبوا الدَّ

invitations? No, otherwise no one would be in the house, subhan Allah. It’s obligatory to 

attend when invited to a wedding though if you have an excuse like you’re husband says not 

to go, or you’re sick, or you know there’s haram there, then you don’t go. If you’re invited to 

something bida’a then you wouldn’t attend either. If it’s a normal party, then if should be 

easy for you to go, there shouldn’t be takaluf. And it shouldn’t be an issue if you attend one, 

then you have to attend others.  

o To return a gift (  ة ِديَّ وا اْله  ُردُّ ل   ت  اف ُحوا ) :said (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) the Prophet :(و  ِ  صلى هللا عليه وسلم   "  ت ص  ُسولُ  هللاَّ ق ال   ر 

بِ  ْذه  ْوا اْلِغلُّ  ي  اد  ه  ت  ابُّوا و  ح  بِ  ت  ْذه  ت  اءُ  و  ْحن   The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant") (   "  الشَّ

him peace, said, 'Shake hands and rancour will disappear. Give presents to each other and 

love each other and enmity will disappear.') – Muwatta Malik, Book 47, Hadith 1651 The 

intention to give gifts is to spread the love. In normal cases you don’t return a gift, but there 

are two cases where you’re not allowed to give a gift.  

 First case is bribery, and whoever does this then Allah’s curse is upon him. Hadith: 

( ن   ق ال   ُسولُ  ل ع  ِ  ر  اِشي   وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاَّ ِشي   الرَّ اْلُمْرت  -Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al) (  و 

'As: The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) cursed the one who bribes and the one who 

takes bribe.) - Sunan Abi Dawud 3580, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih. For 

example to give money or gifts to someone in order to make your matters easy or 

expedite something for you.  

 Second case, you shouldn’t give a gift to a someone in a position of work, an 

employee, for example a teacher at school, doorman, etc. If this person was at 

home and you didn’t know them then you wouldn’t have given them, so the reason 

you’re giving them is because of their position. Even in schools it’s not allowed to 
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give gifts to the teachers because it can be an indirect bribe. This can cause the 

person to do favors just for you and then it will make them expect more from you 

and not do things for Allah’s sake. By not giving a gift is actually protecting them. For 

example, you give a gift to a nurse so that she takes better care of your patient, this 

is not allowed. This is especially related to someone you always see.  

Chapter 84: ( َِبابُ  َبْيعِ  اْلَخاِدمِ  ِمنَ  األْعَراب) (Chapter: Selling a slave among the Bedouins) 

Hadith: ( َثَنا َثَنا  : َقالَ  َحْرٍب، ْبنُ  ُسَلْيَمانُ  َحدَّ ادُ  َحدَّ  أَنَّ  ْمَرَة،عَ  َعنْ  َعْمَرَة، اْبنِ  َعنِ  َسِعيٍد، ْبنِ  َيْحَيى َعنْ  َزْيٍد، ْبنُ  َحمَّ

ُ  َرِضيَ  َعائَِشةَ 
َرتْ  َعْنَها هللاَّ ا أَِخيَها َبُنو َفَسأَلَ  َعائَِشُة، َفاْشَتَكتْ  لََها، أََمة   َدبَّ ، ِمنَ  َطِبيب  ط  ُكمْ   : َفَقالَ  الزُّ  َعنِ  ُتْخبُِرونِي إِنَّ

ا، َتْنَجْينَ  لَ   ؟ َولِمَ   : َفَقاَلتْ  َنَعْم،  : َفَقاَلتْ   ؟ َسَحْرتِيِني  : َقالَتْ  َعائَِشُة، َفأُْخبَِرتْ  لََها، أََمة   َسَحَرْتَها َمْسُحوَرٍة، اْمَرأَةٍ   ُثمَّ  أََبد 

 Amra reported that 'A'isha had made one of her slavegirls') (. َملََكة   اْلَعَربِ  َشر   ِمنْ  بِيُعوَها  : َقالَتْ 

a mudabbar (one who would be set free after her death). Then 'A'isha became ill and 

her nephews consulted a gypsy doctor. He said, "You are asking me for information 

about a bewitched woman. A slavegirl of hers has bewitched her." 'A'isha was told 

and asked the girl, "Have you put a spell on me?" "Yes," she replied. "Why?' she 

asked. "Because you will never free me," she answered. Then 'A'isha said, "Sell her to 

the worst masters among the Arabs.") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 162 

 Aisha (ra) has a slave girl who was (دبرت) – which means after Aisha (ra) dies then the girl will be set 

free, she will not be inherited by anyone, and this is ihsan from Aisha’s part. Though this slave faced 

Aisha’s ihsan with evil. This slave girl wanted Aisha (ra) to quickly die so she can be set free, so she 

put magic on her, subhan Allah.  

 Aisha (ra) was feeling unwell and a doctor from abroad was in town, it is said he was from India or 

Sudan, so her nephews told the doctor the symptoms of Aisha (ra). And the doctor told them these 

symptoms are not related to a physical ailment, but someone bewitched, subhan Allah.  

 Her nephews went to Aisha (ra) and told her the doctor said these are symptoms of someone 

bewitched. When Aisha (ra) was told magic was done her, by Allah’s help, she was able to connect it 

to the slave girl because she notice she was fine before she told her she would set her free. And 

magic is usually done by someone close to you because they need something personal of yours, 

such as hair, nails, etc.   

 Aisha (ra) didn’t accuse her, but she asked the slave girl, ‘did you put a spell on me?’ Look at how 

she directly faced it, she didn’t go and search her room or do anything behind the scenes. She didn’t 

want ill feelings in her heart either. She ‘entered the house from the front’ – Surah Al Baqarah 189: 

( ۡأُتواْ  ٲبِه ا ِمۡن  ٱۡلُبُيوت   و   ,The slave girl answered and said  .(So enter houses through their proper doors) ( ۚأ ۡبو 

‘yes’. Had the slave girl said ‘no’, then Aisha (ra) will take it as it is.  

 When Aisha (ra) asked, ‘why did you bewitch me?’. She said because ‘I want you to die.’, subhan 

Allah. This slave girl was honest and if you have a pure heart then Allah (swt) will show you the 

truth. Look at how Aisha (ra) dealt with someone doing magic, not a maid breaking a vase, etc.  
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 Did Aisha (ra) leave her? No because she needs to be punished. If she’s not punished then she will 

do magic on others and more people. Magic is a big deal, or to do something to the children or 

husband, or put poison in the food, etc.  

 The slave girl has to realize what she did is not right, so Aisha (ra) said she should be sold to 

someone who is firm, so she will be nurtured and repent from the magic. Aisha (ra) is actually 

pardoning her through this manner otherwise she would have been killed.  

 From this hadith, a person needs to be good to the servants, if you’re suspicious, then ask them 

directly, and take answer is given to you. And if they do something wrong, then you need to show 

them it’s not acceptable.  

 This shows you if a person is not taking nurturing the easy way, then he will be nurtured in a harder 

way. May Allah (swt) not make us nurtured in a hard way. Ameen.  

Chapter 85: ( َِبابُ  اْلَعْفوِ  َعنِ  اْلَخاِدم) (Chapter: Pardoning a slave) 

 Surah Al Imran 134: ( ِظِمين   ـٰ ٱۡلڪ  ۡيظ   و  افِين   ٱۡلغ  ٱۡلع  نِ  و  ُ   ۗٱلنَّاسِ  ع  ٱّللَّ ٱۡلُمۡحِسنِين   ُيِحبُّ  و  ) (who repress anger, and who 

pardon men; verily, Allâh loves Al-Muhsinûn). Allah (swt) praises those who pardon others, and we 

should pardon those working for us as well. Look at what good they do and overlook their mistakes. 

Imagine you’re living at home with your family, and they’re leaving their family and children, they 

don’t speak the language, so this is already difficult. Don’t be a dictator pointing at their mistakes, 

especially for something simple. Like why did you put this glass? Why did you cook this and not 

that? These are small matters and you should overlook it and see what they’re doing for you.  

 A man asked the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) how many times should you pardon a servant? He said seventy 

times a day. Hadith: ( نْ  ْبدِ  ع  ِ  ع  ، ْبنِ  هللاَّ ر  اء   ق ال   ُعم  ُجل   ج  بِي   إِل ى ر  ا ف ق ال   وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ ُسول   ي  ِ  ر  مْ  هللاَّ نِ  أ ْعفُو ك   ع 

اِدمِ  ت   اْلخ  م  ُسولُ  ف ص  ِ  ر  ا ق ال   ُثمَّ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى هللاَّ ُسول   ي  ِ  ر  مْ  هللاَّ نِ  أ ْعفُو ك  اِدمِ  ع  ْوم   ُكلَّ   "   ف ق ال   اْلخ  ْبِعين   ي  ة   س  رَّ  Abdullah') ( "  م 

bin 'Umar narrated: "A man came to the Prophet and said: 'O Messenger of Allah! How many times 

should the servant be pardoned?' The Prophet was silent. Then he said: 'O Messenger of Allah! How 

many times should the servant be pardoned?' He said: ' Seventy times each day.'") - Jami` at-

Tirmidhi 1949 If you pardon them, then Allah (swt) will pardon you. If you’re good them, then Allah 

(swt) will be good to you. If you’re making things difficult on them, then Allah (swt) will make things 

difficult for you.  

 There is a story of a lady who went ‘all-out’ shopping and bought branded clothes. Before wearing 

her new clothes, she wanted them washed so she put them in a black trash bag. The maid saw this 

and threw it away. This lady remembered the ayah Surah Al Imran 134: ( ِظِمين   ـٰ ٱۡلڪ  ۡيظ   و  افِين   ٱۡلغ  ٱۡلع  نِ  و   ع 

ُ   ۗٱلنَّاسِ  ٱّللَّ ٱۡلُمۡحِسنِين   ُيِحبُّ  و  ) (who repress anger, and who pardon men; verily, Allâh loves Al-Muhsinûn).  – 

she not only pardoned the maid, but she even gave her a gift, subhan Allah. You don’t know the 

nurturing for the lady in order to protect her from pride or attachment to duniya.  

 The shaitan will say, ‘don’t pardon, be strict otherwise she won’t learn’, but if you’re strict then she 

will only make more mistakes because she’s scared.  

 Imagine pardoning the maid seventy times, so what about someone else? We need to pardon the 

people even more and especially the children, subhan Allah.  

May Allah (swt) make us from those who pardon others and may He pardon us. Ameen.  


