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Al Adab Al Mufrad ( المفرد األدب ) – Being a good master – Class #23 

With housekeepers, it’s important to pardon them seventy times a day, especially for small matters. But 

the problem is we pardon for big matters and not for small matters. The servant of Aisha (ra) was doing 

magic, so she didn’t pardon her because the servant needs to realize she did something wrong. 

Sometimes they lie or they speak badly, but you can’t leave it because then it will badly affect them. 

Similarly with children, pardon the small things, but when it’s something greater like lying or talking bad, 

then don’t leave it.  

Chapter 85: ( َِباب   اْلَعْفوِ  َعنِ  اْلَخاِدم) (Chapter: Pardoning a slave) 

Hadith: ( َثَنا اٌج، َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  َحجَّ اٌد، َحدَّ وَ  َحمَّ بِي   أَْقَبلَ   : َقالَ  أ َماَمَة، أَِبي َعنْ  َغالٍِب، أَب و أَْخَبَرَنا  : َقالَ  َسلََمَة، اْبن   ه   النَّ

الَماِن، َمَعه   وسلم عليه هللا صلى َما َفَوَهبَ  غ  ه   َضْربِ  َعنْ  ن ِهيت   َفإِنِّي َتْضِرْبه ، لَ   : َوَقالَ  َعلَْيِه، هللاِ  َصَلَوات   لَِعلِي   أََحد 

الَِة، أَْهلِ  ْنذ   ي َصلِّي َرأَْيت ه   َوإِنِّي الصَّ الَ  َذر   أََبا َوأَْعَطى أَْقَبْلَنا، م  وًفا بِهِ  اْسَتْوِص   : َوَقالَ  ًما،غ    ؟ َفَعلَ  َما  : َفَقالَ  َفأَْعَتَقه ، َمْعر 

 Abu Umama said, "The Prophet, may Allah bless) (. َفأَْعَتْقت ه   َخْيًرا بِهِ  أَْسَتْوِصي أَنْ  أََمْرَتِني  : َقالَ 

him and grant him peace, came with two slaves and gave one of them to 'Ali and said, 

'Do not beat him. I have forbidden beating the people of the prayer and I saw him 

praying before we came.' He gave Abu Dharr a slave and said, "I recommend that you 

treat him well,' so Abu Dharr set him free. He said, 'What have you done?' He replied, 

'You commanded me to treat him well, so I set him free.'") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 163 

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) gave one servant to Ali bin Abi Talib (ra) and told him to not beat him because it 

is forbidden to beat someone who is praying. Hitting is a last resort and hitting is never to hurt 

someone, but it’s gentle to make the person realize what’s he’s doing is wrong.  

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said ( الَةِ  أَْهلِ  َضْربِ  َعنْ  ن ِهيت   الصَّ ): it’s forbidden to beat someone praying 

because Surah Al ‘Ankaboot 45: ( لَٰوةَ  إِن    Verily, As-Salât (the prayer) prevents) ( َۗوٱۡلُمنَكرِ  ٱۡلَفۡحَشآءِ  َعنِ  َتۡنَهىٰ  ٱلص 

from Al-Fahshâ' (i.e. great sins of every kind, unlawful sexual intercourse) and Al-Munkar (i.e. 

disbelief, polytheism, and every kind of evil wicked deed)) – so sooner or later they will be reformed, 

subhan Allah. You magnify the prayer and the people of prayer, so you don’t beat them. There is a 

special sanctity for not beating someone who prays, so what about other things? You shouldn’t 

backbite them, etc. You respect the people of salat because of the salat, you respect people of 

knowledge because of the knowledge, subhan Allah. This is doing it for Allah (swt).  

 That’s why children are only beaten if they don’t pray, subhan Allah.  

 For those who pray fajr in congregation in the masjid then he will be under the guardianship of Allah 

(swt) the whole day ( هللا ذمة ). Hadith: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said ( ةِ  في فهو ، الفجرَ  صلى َمن ، هللاِ  ِذم  ) (Whoever 

prays the fajr then he is under Allah’s guardianship) – Sahih Aj Jamie’ 6344, Authenticated by Al 

Albani as Sahih The lady is to pray at her house. There is a story of a mother who would tell her son 

when you pray fajr, then no one can hurt you, you will be under Allah’s guardianship. She would 

always tell him this and he strongly believed it. He went to school one day and didn’t do his 

homework. The teacher wanted to do something to him, but the boy told him ‘I prayed fajr and the 
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Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said you will be in Allah’s guardianship’. The teacher backed-off and didn’t do 

anything, subhan Allah.  

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) was telling Ali (ra) about handling a servant, so what about someone else? 

Subhan Allah. If you want to know who you are, then look at how you treat those below you. When 

you’re nice to the servants then you can be nice to everyone else. 

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) gave Abu Dharr (ra) a servant and told him to treat him well and to do good to 

him, Abu Dharr (ra) thought what is the best I can do? So he freed his slave, subhan Allah. The 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) asked, ‘what made you free him?’ He said, ‘you told me to do good so I freed him’. 

And this shows his quick response and doing the best.  

Hadith: ( َثَنا َثَنا  : َقالَ  َمْعَمٍر، أَب و َحدَّ َثَنا  : َقالَ  اْلَواِرِث، َعْبد   َحدَّ بِي   َقِدمَ   : َقالَ  أََنسٍ  َعنْ  اْلَعِزيِز، َعْبد   َحدَّ  هللا صلى النَّ

بِيِّ  َعلَى أَْدَخلَنِي َحتَّى ِبي َفاْنَطلَقَ  ِبَيِدي، َطْلَحةَ  أَب و َفأََخذَ  َخاِدٌم، لَه   َولَْيسَ  اْلَمِديَنةَ  وسلم عليه  عليه هللا صلى النَّ

الَمٌ  أََنًسا إِنَّ  هللاِ، َنبِيَّ  َيا  : َفَقالَ  وسلم، ْمكَ  لَبِيٌب، َكيِّسٌ  غ  َفرِ  فِي َفَخَدْمت ه    : َقالَ   . َفْلَيْخد   َحتَّى اْلَمِديَنةَ  َمْقَدَمه   َواْلَحَضِر، السَّ

فِّيَ   َصَنْعتَ  أَلَ   : أَْصَنْعه   لَمْ  لَِشْيءٍ  لِي َقالَ  َولَ   ؟ َهَكَذا َهَذا ْعتَ َصنَ  لِمَ   : َصَنْعت   لَِشْيءٍ  لِي َقالَ  َما وسلم، عليه هللا صلى ت و 

 Anas said, "The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, came to) (.  ؟ َهَكَذا َهَذا

Madina without any servant. Abu Talha took my hand and brought me to the Prophet, 

may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and said, 'Prophet of Allah!' This is Anas, a 

clever and intelligent boy. Let him serve him.'" Anas said, "I served him when he was 

at home and on journeys from the time he came to Madina until he died, may Allah 

bless him and grant him peace. He never said to me about anything I had done, 'Why 

did you do this?' nor did he say to me about something I had not done, 'Why did you 

not do such-and-such?'") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 164 

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) didn’t have a servant in Medina. Abu Talha gave the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) ‘Anas’. He 

said he’s intelligent and is quick to understand. What does this show us? Did the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) ask 

for a servant, no? He’s devoted to the deen but Allah (swt) brought the best of servants to him, 

subhan Allah.  

 Anas (ra) served the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) while in residence and travel. The reality of a person shows in 

travel, and it’s not something shameful to take a housekeeper during travel. Anas (ra) served the 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) for ten years until he died. Anas (ra) said in all those ten years the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

never told me, ‘why did you do this like this?’. For example, sometimes they do things a certain way 

and not your way. They place something in a certain place and you want it in another place, it’s a 

test for you. And this is for servant, so what about others? Subhan Allah. Sometimes we talk like this 

to our spouse.  

 Anas (ra) said the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) never told him, ‘why didn’t you do this?’. For example, you tell 

them to iron the clothes and they didn’t do it, the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) would not say ‘why didn’t you do 

it?’. It’s something already done and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) doesn’t look back at it.  

 We say ,’why didn’t you or why did you?’ because it’s about power, may Allah (swt) forgive us and 

guide us. Ameen.  
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Chapter 85: ( ِّن  Someone who finishes something for) (َباب   َمنْ  َخَتمَ  َعَلى َخاِدِمهِ  َمَخاَفةَ  س وءِ  الظَّ

his slave, fearing) 

Hadith: ( َثَنا ٍد، ْبن   بِْشر   َحدَّ َحمَّ ا  : َقالَ  اْلَعالَِيةِ  أَِبي َعنْ  َخْلَدَة، أَب و أَْخَبَرَنا  : َقالَ  هللاِ، َعْبد   أَْخَبَرَنا  : َقالَ  م  نَّ  أَنْ  ن ْؤَمر   ك 

َها،َوَنع   َوَنِكيلَ، اْلَخاِدِم، َعلَى َنْختِمَ  وا أَنْ  َكَراِهَيةَ  دَّ د  ل قَ  َيَتَعوَّ وٍء، خ  نَّ  أَوْ  س  َنا َيظ  وءٍ  َظنَّ  أََحد   Abu'l-'Aliyya) (. س 

said, "We were ordered to finish off things for the servant and to measure and count 

because we did not want to allow them to accustom themselves to bad habits nor for 

anyone to think evil of us.") – Al-Adab Al-Mufrad 167 

 When you give your housekeeper to go and pay for something, you need to count it. For example, 

you give them 100 and the cost is 80, then the 20 should be returned. And you should give and 

count it in front of them. It’s not to be miserly or picky, but it’s good for you and them. It’s good for 

them otherwise they will become rebellious. And it’s good for you to remove any suspicious. It’s 

better to take things into account otherwise you will think bad about them that they might have 

stolen it, and thinking bad about someone is a sin.  

 If you’re afraid for your jewelry and it’s out in the open, then put it away so you aren’t suspicious.  

 The servant is an amanah, you need to be good with them and pardon them, and at the same time, 

you need to be firm regarding halal and haram. Anything that can lead to haram then it should be 

prevented. Instead of having something get stolen and being suspicious about, you need to know 

how much you gave them and they should return the change.  

 We should take advice from the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) regarding the servants, not someone else, because 

his advice is suitable for all times and places.   

May Allah (swt) guide us and forgive us. May He elevate our manners and treatment towards others. 

Ameen.  


