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Surah Ta Ha ( طه سورة ) – Ayat 72 to 73  

Ayah 72 – ( ِت َوٱلَِّذى َفَطَرَنا ـٰ َن ۡؤثَِرَك َعلَٰى َما َجآَءَنا ِمَن ٱۡلَبيِّ ِ   َۖقالُوْا لَن نُّ ِِ َمآ ََنَت َقا ِِ ٱۡلَحيَ  ۖ َفقۡق ِذ ـٰ ََ ى  ِِ ۡۡ ََ َما  ۡنَيآ  ِِنَّ ٰوَة ٱلدُّ ) 

(They said: "We prefer you not over what have come to us, of the clear signs And to Him 

(Allâh) Who created us. So decree whatever you desire to decree, for you can only decree 

(regarding) this life of the world.) 

 It’s a great struggle to prostrate to everyone, but when the truth hits your heart and there’s no 

barrier to it, then you will fall down in prostration. There is nothing greater than the fitna of the 

deen. We see the magicians were on the truth and then they were being threatened. What did they 

say? 

 ( َۡؤثَِرك  ,notice all of the magicians submitted, not just one :(They said: "We prefer you not) (َقالُوْا لَن نُّ

and they’re all saying this. The magicians initially came for the purpose of reward from Firaoun, but 

when the faith came to them, the reward of the duniya disappeared from them. They said ( َۡؤثَِرك  (لَن نُّ

– we will not choose you (Firaoun), or prefer you, or your reward. They made it clear to Firaoun that 

they have no interest in him whatsoever, and don’t want anything from him. Look at the guidance of 

Allah (swt), Allah (swt) is Ash Shakir Ash Shakoor and He gave them even more than guidance, 

subhan Allah. Allah (swt) gave them guidance and taqwa to be able to feel and say this. When the 

truth came, they saw the ugliness of Firaoun and his falsehood. When truth comes, falsehood 

leaves. They don’t want worldly or materialistic reward, they want something higher and better. 

This is elevation for them. What did they prefer over Firaoun and his reward? 

 ( ِت ـٰ َن  before they preferred :(over what have come to us, of the clear signs) (َعلَٰى َما َجآَءَنا ِمَن ٱۡلَبيِّ

Firaoun, his reward and to be close to him. When faith came to them, they now prefer what came to 

them from the ayat and Who created them. Before their preferences were worldly and now it’s 

something intangible. The clear ayat that came to them which is the snake that ate their ‘snakes’. 

Imagine one ayah came to them, and this is what they prefer. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said someone who 

goes to the masjid to learn or understand an ayah then that his better than the abundance in the 

duniya. Since when we learn the ayat of the Quran then that should be our preference. We could be 

at home sleeping or going out having coffee, but only by the might and power of Allah (swt) He 

brought us to learn His ayat. The magicians will not take the snake with them, but they prefered the 

ayah. Imagine all of the ayat we have, and it’s in our hands, are we preferring them? May Allah (swt) 

forgive us. Ameen. What else is their preference? 

 ( ۖ َوٱلَِّذى َفَطَرَنا) (And to Him (Allâh) Who created us.): their first introduction to Allah (swt) was when 

they were told of His action, ‘beware lest He should seize you in punishment’ ( وَسى   لَُهم َقالَ   َل  َوۡيلَُكمۡ  مُّ

ا ٱّلَله  َعلَى َتۡفَتُروا   ب ً۬ ٱۡفَتَرى   َمنه  َخابَ  َوَقدۡ   ۖبهَعَذاب ً۬  َفُيۡسحهَتُكم َڪذه ). This was a wake-up call for them. Notice they said 

 Fatir is the One Who makes something to something else. And they saw .(خلقنا) and not (َوٱلَِّذى َفَطَرَنا)

the ayah changing in front of them. Everyone is born on the fitra and people are inclined to it. The 

magicians were submitting to the devil before and now they’re submitting to Allah (swt), so Who 

changes the hearts? Only Allah (swt). They will not prefer Firaoun over Allah (swt). It can also mean 

an oath (َوٱلَِّذى َفَطَرَنا ۖ ) – by the One Who originated us, we will not prefer Firaoun over the ayat.  
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 ( ۖ   ِ ِِ َمآ ََنَت َقا  ,so whatever you want to do Firaoun :(,So decree whatever you desire to decree) (َفقۡق

do it. They’re not afraid of the blame of the blamers. They’re not thinking what will Firaoun do to us 

or the people, etc.  

 ( ٓۡنَيا ِِ ٱۡلَحَيٰوَة ٱلدُّ ِذ ـٰ ََ ى  ِِ ۡۡ ََ َما   your :(.for you can only decree (regarding) this life of the world) (ِِنَّ

judgement and power is only valid in the duniya, not more. If you make this judgement to cut our 

feet and hand, then this is only in the duniya, but the one who disbelieves and dies on it then the 

punishment of the akhira is forever. This a reply to Firaoun’s question in ayah 71: ( َنا   ا أََشدُّ  أَيُّ َوأَۡبَقى   َعَذاب ً۬ ) 

(which of us [I (Fir'aun Pharaoh) or the Lord of Mûsa (Moses) (Allâh)] can give the severe and more 

lasting torment.") 

Ayah 73 – ( ۡحرِ  َنا َعلَۡيِه ِمَن ٱلسِّ ََ َۡ َنا َوَمآ ََۡكَر ـٰ َي ـٰ َنا لَِيۡغفَِر لََنا َخَط ا بَِربِّ آ َءاَمنَّ َۡىٰٓ  ِِۗنَّ ُ َخۡير   َوََۡب
 Verily! We have") ( َوٱَّلَّ

believed in our Lord, that He may forgive us our faults, and the magic to which you did 

compel us. And Allâh is better as regards reward in comparison to your [Fir'aun's (Pharaoh)] 

reward, and more lasting (as regards punishment in comparison to your punishment).") 

 They are telling Firaoun they believe as dawah to him. You will not go to a believer and tell him you 

believe and do good deeds, but only to a disbeliever as a way of dawah. Surah Al Hujurat 14: (  الَته 

ُنوا   لَمۡ  قُل  َۖءاَمَنا ٱۡۡلَۡعَرابُ  ن ُتۡؤمه كه ـ  ا   َولَ نُ  َيۡدُخله  َولََما أَۡسلَۡمَنا قُولُو  ـ  يُعوا   َوإهن  ۖقُلُوبهُكمۡ  فهى ٱۡۡلهيَم ۡن  َيلهۡتُكم َل  ۥ َوَرُسولَهُ  ٱّلَلَ  ُتطه لهُكمۡ  مِّ ـ   إهنَ   َۚشۡيـ  ا أَۡعَم

َرحهيم   َغفُور ً۬  ٱّلَلَ  ) (The bedouins say: "We believe." Say: "You believe not but you only say, 'We have 

surrendered (in Islâm),' for Faith has not yet entered your hearts. But if you obey Allâh and His 

Messenger (SAW), He will not decrease anything in reward for your deeds. Verily, Allâh is Oft-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.") 

 (َنا ا بَِربِّ آ َءاَمنَّ  .they believed in their Rabb, their Nurturer :(,Verily! We have believed in our Lord") (ِِنَّ

What made to feel fear? Their Rabb. What made them to prostrate? Their Rabb. Roobuyiah is 

important throughout the surah. They want to tell Firaoun to believe in their and his Rabb.  

 (َنا ـٰ َي ـٰ  they confessed to their sin. The key to success is :(,that He may forgive us our faults) (لَِيۡغفَِر لََنا َخَط

to admit to your mistake. Allah (swt) is nurturing us so that we admit to our mistakes. If we don’t 

admit to our mistakes then we’ll be like ‘mini-firaouns’ or ‘mini-iblis’, subhan Allah. They never 

admitted to their mistakes. We need our Nurturer to forgive our sins. When we admit now then 

we’re rewarded. But if we don’t admit, then it’s punishment and humiliation in the akhira. Adam 

(as) said ( أنفسنا ظلمنا ) – we wronged ourselves. Yunus (as) said ( الظالمين من كنت اني ) – verily I am of the 

wrongdoers. What else are they seeking forgiveness for?  

 ( ۗ  ِۡحر َنا َعلَۡيِه ِمَن ٱلسِّ ََ َۡ  it wasn’t mentioned before :(.and the magic to which you did compel us) (َوَمآ ََۡكَر

they were forced to do magic by Firaoun. They didn’t expose this only after accepting the faith. This 

ayah shows us they were forced to do magic. They were magicians before, but the turning point was 

when they heard from Musa (as) and he warned them ‘beware lest He should seize you in 

punishment’ ( وَسى   لَُهم َقالَ  ا ٱّلَله  َعلَى َتۡفَتُروا   َل  َوۡيلَُكمۡ  مُّ ب ً۬ ٱۡفَتَرى   َمنه  َخابَ  َوَقدۡ   ۖبهَعَذاب ً۬  َفُيۡسحهَتُكم َڪذه ). They were debating 

with each other whether they should go forth with the magic or not, but Firaoun forced them to go 

forth and they did it. They’re asking Allah (swt) to forgive them because they were forced to sin and 

they did it. They didn’t say, ‘may Allah punish Firaoun’. They are seeking forgiveness for blindly 

following. For example, imagine someone tells you to not pray and you don’t pray, who’s mistake is 

it? Yours, you didn’t pray. Before the guidance they didn’t realize magic is bad, but after (ويلكم) from 
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Musa (as) they realized it’s bad. That’s when they’re accounted. When you look at the big picture, 

had Firaoun not forced them, then they would not have seen the great ayah of seeing the snake 

eating their snakes, and then submitting in prostration, subhan Allah. And this shows us all of Allah’s 

actions are good, alhamdulliah.  

 ( َٰٓۡى ُ َخۡير   َوََۡب
 And Allâh is better as regards reward in comparison to your [Fir'aun's (Pharaoh)]) (َوٱَّلَّ

reward, and more lasting (as regards punishment in comparison to your punishment)."): Firaoun 

said ayah 71: ( َنا   ا أََشدُّ  أَيُّ َوأَۡبَقى   َعَذاب ً۬ ) (which of us [I (Fir'aun Pharaoh) or the Lord of Mûsa (Moses) (Allâh)] 

can give the severe and more lasting torment.") But the magicians thought good about Allah (swt) 

and they said Allah’s reward is better than yours. Though they were first exposed to Allah’s 

punishment, but they’re speaking of His reward. They truly tasted the sweetness of faith, subhan 

Allah. Firaoun’s reward and closeness is only temporary, but Allah’s reward and closeness is forever. 

Look at how the magician’s were before and after. Surah Al An’aam 122: ( ا َكانَ  أََوَمن هُ  َمۡيت ً۬ ـ   ۥ لَهُ  َوَجَعۡلَنا َفأَۡحَيۡيَن

ا ى ُنور ً۬ ٱلَناسه  فهى بهههۦ َيۡمشه ) (Is he who was dead (without Faith by ignorance and disbelief) and We gave 

him life (by knowledge and Faith) and set for him a light (of Belief) whereby he can walk amongst 

men) 

May Allah (swt) increase us in faith and guidance. Ameen.   


