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Ramadan Special: Remember Me, I will remember you ( أذكركم فاذكروني ) – Allah Al 

Ghafar Al Ghafoor Al Ghaffar ( الغّفار الغفور   Day 4 – (الغافر 

Introduction  

 Notice with forgiveness and with taqwa both include covering, when it comes to forgiveness you are 

being covered by Allah (swt) in order to reform yourself and taqwa you are covering yourself.  

Al Ghafoor coupled with other names of Allah (swt) in the Quran ( الغفور اقترانات ) 

Al Ghafoor Ar Raheem (الغفور الرحيم) 

Surah Yusuf 97-98: ( ِطـ ِيَن  ـٰ ا َخ ا ُكنَّ ٰٓأََباَنا ٱۡسَتۡغفِۡر لََنا ُذُنوَبَنآٰ إِنَّ ـٰ ِحيُم  ۖۡغفُِر لَُكۡم َربِّىٰٓ َقاَل َسۡوَف أَۡستَ ( ٧٩)َقالُواْ َي َو ٱۡلَغفُوُر ٱلرَّ ُُ    ُُ (٧٩) إِنَّ ) 

(They said: "O our father! Ask forgiveness (from Allâh) for our sins, indeed we have been sinners." (97) 

He said: "I will ask my Lord for forgiveness for you, verily He! Only He is the Oft-Forgiving, the Most 

Merciful." (98)) 

 The brothers were jealous of Yusuf (as) and this led to them plotting against him and lying. Notice 

how one sin of the heart leads to sins of the limbs and tongue, subhan Allah.  

 They asked their father Yaqoub (as) to seek forgiveness for them because the dua’a of the parents is 

acceptable and their sin is great. They also hurt their father through their plot against Yusuf (as). 

Their father said I will seek forgiveness for you later, it is said later because he wants the last third of 

the night as a better time to seek forgiveness and because he wants to say it in a time when there is 

feeling in the heart to seek forgiveness.  

Surah Al Hijr 49-50: ( ِحيُم  ۡئ ِعَباِدىٰٓ أَنِّىٰٓ أََنا ٱۡلَغفُوُر ٱلرَّ َو ٱۡلَعَذاُب ٱۡۡلَلِيُم ( ٩٧)َنبِّ ُُ (٠٥)َوأَنَّ َعَذابِى  ) (Declare (O Muhammad 

 unto My slaves, that truly, I am the Oft-Forgiving, the Most-Merciful. (49) And that My Torment is (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

indeed the most painful torment. (50)) 

 Notice Allah (swt) called His slaves (عبادي) and not (عبيد) – both mean slave, but (عباد) has honor 

whereas (عبيد) is out of humiliation.  

 Allah (swt) is covering us in order we ask the mercy and forgiveness from Him. And if we’re not 

asking Him then Allah’s punishment is painful. You find many people stop at the first part of the 

ayah, but do not continue with the ayah that comes after it. People do sins and they say, Allah is 

Ghafoor Raheem, but look at the continuation – His punishment is severe as well.  

 When the names of Allah (swt) are mentioned then it means you need to live under the shades of 

these names by taking action of seeking forgiveness and mercy.  

Surah Az Zumar 53: ( ِعَباِدىَ  قُلۡ  ـٰ ۡحَمةِ  ِمن َتۡقَنُطواْ  َل  أَنفُِسِهمۡ  َعلَٰىٰٓ  أَۡسَرفُواْ  ٱلَِّذينَ  َي ِ  رَّ َ  إِنَّ   ۚٱّللَّ ُنوبَ  َيۡغفِرُ  ٱّللَّ ُُ   َۚجِميًعا ٱلذُّ  ٱۡلَغفُورُ  ُُوَ    إِنَّ

ِحيمُ   Say: "O 'Ibâdî (My slaves) who have transgressed against themselves (by committing evil deeds) (ٱلرَّ

and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allâh, verily Allâh forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful) 
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 The scholars said this is the most hopeful ayah in the Quran, subhan Allah. Notice in this ayah and 

the previous ayah, both mention (عباد) and this shows if you want to be (عباد) then you need to seek 

forgiveness.  

 Who are the (عباد) in this ayah? They are the ones who transgressed against themselves, it didn’t say 

they believed and did righteous good deeds, subhan Allah. Allah (swt) is addressing those who are 

constantly sinning with the title – My Slaves (عبادي), subhan Allah. This is teaching us to not call 

others with ‘bad titles’ but with titles that you want them to be. For example, you want someone to 

be muhsin, then call him, ‘ya muhsin’.  

 Allah (swt) is saying don’t despair from the mercy of Allah (swt), don’t give up, and don’t lose hope – 

Allah (swt) forgives all sins. A constant sinner feels low and scattered, he cannot gather himself, so 

Allah (swt) is lifting him by telling him to not lose hope because He forgives all sins. Truly there is no 

one like Allah (swt). 

 Surah Ash Shura 5: ( َوٲتُ  َتَكادُ  ـٰ َم ۡرنَ  ٱلسَّ ٰٓٮ َِكةُ   َۚفۡوقِِهنَّ  ِمن َيَتَفطَّ ـٰ ِہمۡ  بَِحۡمدِ  ُيَسبُِّحونَ  َوٱۡلَملَ َ  إِنَّ  أََلٰٓ   ۗٱۡۡلَۡرِض  فِى لَِمن َوَيۡسَتۡغفُِرونَ  َربِّ  ُُوَ  ٱّللَّ

ِحيمُ  ٱۡلَغفُورُ  ٱلرَّ ) (Nearly the heavens might be rent asunder from above them (by His Majesty), and the 

angels glorify the praises of their Lord, and ask for forgiveness for those on the earth, verily, Allâh is the 

Oft-Forgiving, the Most Merciful) 

 There was so much affirmation at the end of the ayah that Allah (swt) is Al Ghafoor Ar Raheem (  إِنَّ  أََلٰٓ 

 َ ِحيمُ  ٱۡلَغفُورُ  ُُوَ  ٱّللَّ ٱلرَّ ). The heavens want to tear and split asunder because of the sins of the people 

especially the great sin to say Allah (swt) has a son, istaghfar Allah. The heavens didn’t split, they’re 

still protecting the people and bringing down rain. Because of Allah’s greatness, the heavens 

couldn’t bear to hear those below it to say something wrong, subhan Allah. The heavens are under 

control and still doing their job; they are a servant to the human beings despite the great sins of 

some.  

 And with all of the sins, the angels are glorifying Allah (swt) and praising Him as a safeguard for the 

people, subhan Allah. Imagine a boat filled with people and some are making a hole, so water comes 

in while others are throwing out the water, though it’s not their responsibility. Imagine how many 

people are saying Allah (swt) has a son and this would be enough to make the heavens turn upside 

down though the angels are glorifying Allah (swt) and seeking forgiveness for everyone on the earth 

– believers and disbelievers. So with the forgiveness they are covered and protected from the evil 

consequence of their sin and perhaps they can change and repent.  

 Though the angels are seeking istaghfar for you but the forgiveness and mercy of Allah (swt) is 

greater. Maybe the angels are helping you but Allah’s forgiveness and mercy is greater, subhan 

Allah. Similar to one the Day of Judgement when all of the intercessions of the creation are 

exhausted and there remains the intercession of The Most Merciful of the merciful, subhan Allah. 

When you know Allah (swt) is Al Ghafoor Ar Raheem, you will not ask someone else to seek 

forgiveness for you, you will go directly to Allah (swt) to forgive you.   

Surah An Nahl 18: ( واْ  َوإِن ِ  نِۡعَمةَ  َتُعدُّ آٰ  َل  ٱّللَّ َُ َ  إِنَّ   ُۗتۡحُصو ِحيم    لََغفُور    ٱّللَّ رَّ ) (And if you would count the favours of Allâh, 

never could you be able to count them. Truly! Allâh is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful) 
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 If you were to count the blessings you have from Allah (swt), for example your family, children, 

house, car, etc then you will not be able to encompass all of the blessings within it. For example, you 

might count the house as a blessing but you can’t encompass it because there is so many blessings 

within it and ( ٰٓا َُ   .is to have all of the details about it ( ُۗتۡحُصو

 We need to be grateful to Allah (swt) for all of the blessings, but are we doing that? It’s a sin to 

complain, istaghfar Allah. When a person is sad for no reason then is from his sins.  

 Allah (swt) overlooks our shortcomings in gratitude for this reason He’s forgiving us and covering us.  

Al Aziz Al Ghafoor (العزيز الغفور) 

Allah Al Aziz is Irresistible, Almighty, and no one can stand in front Him. Some people forgive because 

they don’t have might, or of their weakness or need. Allah is Al Aziz, no one can do anything contrary to 

what He wants, yet still He forgives our sins.  When someone has a housekeeper and they make a 

mistake they forgive them because they need them and it’s hard to get a new one. Someone who’s very 

powerful if one maid makes a mistake, then easily he can replace her with ten. And to Allah (swt) is the 

best example, He doesn’t need any of us and He can easily replace us, yet still He’s forgiving us, subhan 

Allah.  

The name of Al Ghafoor only appears with the name Al Aziz. Al Ghafoor is the One Who forgives the sins 

no matter how many times they get repeated.  

Surah Al Mulk 2: ( ُكمۡ  لَِيۡبلَُوُكمۡ  َوٱۡلَحَيٰوةَ  ٱۡلَمۡوتَ  َخلَقَ  ٱلَِّذى ُُوَ   َۚعَملً   أَۡحَسنُ  أَيُّ ٱۡلَغفُورُ  ٱۡلَعِزيزُ  َو ) (Who has created death and 

life, that He may test you which of you is best in deed. And He is the All-Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving;) 

 Out of Allah’s might, Allah (swt) is easily able to replace anyone who fails his test, but Allah (swt) is 

Al Aziz Al Ghafoor. Out of Allah’s decree, He created death and life, this means people live and die, 

why? In order to be tested to see who will do the best deeds. When you know you’ll die, then you 

want to do your best. Allah (swt) wants ihsan from you, yet so many people are not doing ihsan.  

 Even when we do any deeds we still need forgiveness, but Allah (swt) is Al Aziz Al Ghafoor. Allah 

(swt) is able to get rid of us and punish us, but still He forgives us. He doesn’t forgive us out of 

humiliation or weakness.  

Al Ghafoor Al Haleem (الغفور الحليم) 

Al Ghafoor is the One Who covers the sins and Al Haleem is forbearing, He gives us time despite our 

doing bad. For example, someone might be taking an exam and he’s doing really bad that he’s given 

more time. Allah (swt) gives us time to revise and go back and correct ourselves.  

Surah Al Baqarah 225: ( ُ  ُيَؤاِخُذُكمُ  لَّ  نُِكمۡ  فِىٰٓ  بِٱللَّۡغوِ  ٱّللَّ ـٰ ِكن أَۡيَم ـٰ ُ   ۗقُلُوُبُكمۡ  تۡ َكَسبَ  بَِما ُيَؤاِخُذُكم َولَ َحلِيم    َغفُور   َوٱّللَّ ) (Allâh will not call 

you to account for that which is unintentional in your oaths, but He will call you to account for that 

which your hearts have earned. And Allâh is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Forbearing) 

 Allah (swt) can overlook His rights, for example, someone might say ‘By Allah I will not visit my 

relatives’ – he swore by Allah (swt), but Allah (swt) is saying it’s ok to go visit your relatives though 

you swore by Me, subhan Allah.  
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 Sometimes a person might swear by Allah (swt) constantly in his talk, as if he doesn’t mean to swear 

but it just becomes part of the conversation. A person should not use Allah’s name to make people 

do things for his own desires. Swearing is a worship but Allah (swt) will not account you if you’re 

swearing by Allah (swt) in vain talk, subhan Allah, truly this shows you there is no one like Allah 

(swt). But what will Allah (swt) account you for? What you meant in your heart. Allah (swt) doesn’t 

look at you from the outside but from what’s inside your heart.  

 When you backbite or slander then Allah (swt) will account you because this is against a person. But 

Allah (swt) is saying if you use His name in vain talk then He’ll overlook it, subhan Allah. Surah Al 

Infitar 6: ( َہا ٰٓأَيُّ ـٰ نُ ٱۡلِ  َي ـٰ كَ  َما نَس ٱۡلڪَِريمِ  بَِربِّكَ  َغرَّ ) (O man! What has made you careless about your Lord, the 

Most Generous?)  

 Allah (swt) is covering your sins and giving you time, but you need to be cautious with your actions 

for misbehaving and underestimating Allah (swt). Your test is your heart. Imagine if your children 

are misbehaving with you, would you accept it? Imagine Allah (swt) is Our Creator and we’re 

misbehaving, istaghfar Allah. Allah is Al Ghafoor Al Haleem, but it doesn’t mean He’s happy with us.  

Surah Fatir 41: ( َ  إِنَّ  َوٲتِ  ۡمِسكُ يُ  ٱّللَّ ـٰ َم ن   أََحد    ِمنۡ  أَۡمَسَكُهَما إِۡن  َزالََتآٰ  َولَٮ ِن َتُزوَلۚ  أَن َوٱۡۡلَۡرضَ  ٱلسَّ ۦۤ مِّ ُُ  َبۡعِدِهۚ ا َحلِيًما َكانَ    إِنَّ َغفُوًر  ) 

(Verily! Allâh grasps the heavens and the earth lest they should move away from their places, and if they 

were to move away from their places, there is not one that could grasp them after Him. Truly, He is Ever 

Most Forbearing, Oft¬Forgiving) 

 Allah (swt) is holding the heavens and the earth from being removed. Imagine a babysitter has to 

look after naughty kids – she’ll won’t be able to handle it and then leave. Allah (swt) is holding the 

heavens and the earth from perishing because of the sins of the people. They magnify Allah (swt) so 

much that they can’t handle it, subhan Allah. No one can hold the heavens and the earth from 

perishing except Allah (swt) and this is out of Allah’s mercy. Imagine if there was no sky or earth, 

where would we be? Subhan Allah.  

 Allah (swt) is dealing with us with His forbearance by giving us time despite the great sins being 

committed. The heavens and earth will perish on the Day of Judgement. He’s giving us time in order 

to cover our mistakes so we can reform – He is Al Ghafoor. For a human being, the more time you 

give, the less you will forgive. But Allah (swt) gives us time and forgives, subhan Allah.  

Name of Allah Al Ghaffar 

Surah Ta Ha 81-82: ( ُِ َفَيِحلَّ َعلَۡيُكۡم َغَضبِى ُكۡم َوَل َتۡطَغۡواْ فِي ـٰ ِت َما َرَزۡقَن ـٰ َب َوٰى  ُۖكلُوْا ِمن َطيِّ َُ ُِ َغَضبِى َفَقۡد  َوإِنِّى ( ٩٨) َوَمن َيۡحلِۡل َعلَۡي

َتَدٰى  ُۡ ا ُثمَّ ٱ لًِح  ـٰ (٩٨)لََغفَّار   لَِّمن َتاَب َوَءاَمَن َوَعِمَل َص ) ((Saying) eat of the Taiyyibât (good lawful things) wherewith 

We have provided you, and commit no oppression therein, lest My Anger should justly descend on you. 

And he on whom My Anger descends, he is indeed perished. (81) And verily, I am indeed forgiving to 

him who repents, believes (in My Oneness, and associates none in worship with Me) and does righteous 

good deeds, and then remains constant in doing them, (till his death). (82)) 

 Al Ghaffar means Allah (swt) is constantly forgiving the sins. Allah (swt) gives us food to eat and 

when He gives us food, we shouldn’t transgress. Allah (swt) wants the middle path. Taqwa is not 

about abstaining saying ‘I won’t eat’ – this is not taqwa, taqwa is to be in the middle.  
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 We have so much food around us and we’re complaining and ungrateful, this is a sin. Banu Israel 

was given the best foods –manna and salwa – meat and dessert, but they wanted lesser quality 

foods. Why? Because they were bored of it.  

 The first sin of the human being was regarding food, subhan Allah. There are many trees, but the 

one tree that was forbidden was eaten from.   

 Allah is Al Ghaffar but what is the condition? Repent, believe, do good deeds and then be on the 

guidance.  

What should your action be? 

 Make istighfar, seek forgiveness (استغفروا). There are ayat in the Quran which command you to seek 

forgiveness.  

Surah Hud 3: ( اْ  ُثمَّ  َربَُّكمۡ  ٱۡسَتۡغفُِرواْ  َوأَنِ  ُِ  ُتوُبوٰٓ ۡعُكم إِلَۡي ًعا ُيَمتِّ ـٰ َت ى أََجل    إِلَٰىٰٓ  َحَسًنا مَّ َسم ً  ُُ  َفۡضل    ِذى ُكلَّ  َوُيۡؤتِ  مُّ  أََخافُ  َفإِنِّىٰٓ  َتَولَّۡواْ  َوإِن  ۖ  َفۡضلَ

َكبِير   َيۡوم    َعَذابَ  َعلَۡيُكمۡ  ) (And (commanding you): "Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and turn to Him in 

repentance, that He may grant you good enjoyment, for a term appointed, and bestow His abounding 

Grace to every owner of grace (i.e. the one who helps and serves needy and deserving, physically and 

with his wealth, and even with good words). But if you turn away, then I fear for you the torment of a 

Great Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection).) 

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said Surah Hud made his hair gray because of what the people are doing. And 

Surah Hud has two ayat commanding to seek forgiveness.  

 You need to worship Allah (swt) and always seek istighfar by saying it. Seeking istighafar is 

mentioned before repenting because you need forgiveness in order to not be impacted from the 

bad consequence of the sin, and to be covered in order to be reformed.  

 If you make istaghfar to Allah (swt) and repent to Him all the time, then Allah (swt) will make you 

enjoy the blessings you have until you die, subhan Allah. Sometimes you might have a blessing but 

it’s mixed with problems, for example you have a house and family but you’re not enjoying it. Sins 

stop you from enjoying your life, so seek forgiveness and repent ( اليُ أتوب و هللا أستغفر ).  

 And those with favors, then they will be granted more favors, for example to be given knowledge, 

faith, good deeds, etc. So they are given both from the duniya and akhira. And if you turn away from 

the forgiveness and repentance then have fear of a punishment.  

Surah Hud 52: ( َقۡومِ  ـٰ ُكمۡ  ٱۡسَتۡغفُِرواْ  َوَي اْ  ُثمَّ  َربَّ ُِ  ُتوُبوٰٓ َمآٰءَ  ُيۡرِسلِ  إِلَۡي ا مَعلَۡيڪُ ٱلسَّ ۡدَراًر  ةً  َوَيِزۡدُڪمۡ  مِّ تُِكمۡ  إِلَىٰ  قُوَّ ُمۡجِرِمينَ  َتَتَولَّۡواْ  َوَل  قُوَّ ) (And 

O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him, He will send you (from the sky) 

abundant rain, and add strength to your strength, so do not turn away as Mujrimûn (criminals, 

disbelievers in the Oneness of Allâh).") 

 Hud (as) is advising his people to seek forgiveness and repent. When you do this then you will have 

abundant rain, and He will increase you in strength. Someone might be body-building, but he can’t 

lift himself up for fajr or open the Quran to read, subhan Allah. That’s why you will have strength 

when you seek forgiveness and repent, whereas sins make us weak and unhealthy, subhan Allah.  
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 And don’t turn away from forgiveness and repentance. Allah (swt) is especially encouraging the 

disbelievers because it’s telling them about the duniya; whereas the believers are always doing 

istighfar because they know Allah (swt) will give them blessings in general in the duniya and akhira. 

Surah Nuh 10 -12: ( ا  ُُ   َكاَن َغفَّاًر  ُكۡم إِنَّ ا ( ٨٥)َفقُۡلُت ٱۡسَتۡغفُِروْا َربَّ ۡدَراًر  َمآَٰء َعلَۡيُكم مِّ َوُيۡمِدۡدُكم بِأَۡمَوٲل   َوَبنِيَن َوَيۡجَعل لَُّكۡم ( ٨٨)ُيۡرِسِل ٱلسَّ

ا  ًر  ـٰ ت   َوَيۡجَعل لَُّكۡم أَۡنَہ ـٰ (٨٨)َجنَّ ) ("I said (to them): 'Ask forgiveness from your Lord; Verily, He is Oft-Forgiving; 

(10) 'He will send rain to you in abundance; (11) 'And give you increase in wealth and children, and 

bestow on you gardens and bestow on you rivers.' " (12)) 

 A person should seek forgiveness because Allah (swt) is Al Ghaffar, He is constantly forgiving us. He 

will give you rain in abundance, children, and gardens. Nuh (as) is encouraging the disbelievers to 

repent. When you seek forgiveness and repent then you will find goodness in the duniya and akhira.  

Hadith: The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: ( تِكَ  و:  قال الشيطانَ  إِنَّ   فقال أَْجساِدُمْ  في أَْرَواُحهُمْ  َداَمتْ  ما ِعباَدكَ  أُْغِوي أَْبَرحُ  ل َربِّ  يا ِعزَّ

بُّ  تي:  الرَّ اْسَتْغَفُرونِي ما لُهمْ  أَْغفِرُ  أََزالُ  ل وَجللِي وعزَّ ) (The devil said: by Your honor O Rabb, I will remain 

misleading Your slaves as long as their souls are inside their bodies, so The Rabb said: By My honor and 

majesty I will remain forgiving whomever seeks My forgiveness) – Sahih Aj Jami’ee 1650, Authenticated 

by Al Albani as Hasan 

 The shaitan said he will mislead all as long the soul is inside their bodies and Allah (swt) swore by His 

might and majesty that the shaitan will be unable to mislead them as long as they’re seeking 

forgiveness. The shaitan is trying to break you but Allah (swt) will protect you as long as you seek 

forgiveness.  

 It’s important to seek forgiveness for those around you, especially your parents and family, because 

the sins of others can affect you as well. And make istighafar for the Muslims and believers – alive 

and dead. And this is making dua’a in their absence which you are rewarded. 

 The best time to do istighfar is before fajr.  

May Allah (swt) never make us heedless from seeking forgiveness and repentance. Ameen.   

 


