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Surah An Nahl ( النحل سورة ) – Ayat 3 to 5 

Ayah 3 – ( َحق   َض بِٱلأ َرأ َوٲِت َوٱۡلأ ـٰ َم ُشونَ  َۚخلََق ٱلسَّ ِر ۡأ مَّ  يش ََ  ٰٰ لَ ـٰ ََ ََ  ) (He has created the heavens and the earth 

with truth. High is He Exalted above all they associate as partners with Him) 

 When Allah (swt) names a surah after the bees it’s an honor for them but it’s also for us to reflect 

and look at their characteristics – their patience, dedication, focus, and purity. They don’t do things 

in haste but with ihsan. Allah (swt) chose the messengers to receive the inspiration and they tell the 

people the purest word ( هللا اال اله ال ). Similarly Allah (swt) chose the bees and no one else can do their 

job and they produce a pure honey. The following ayat are evidence to the Oneness of Allah (swt) 

( هللا اال اله ال براهين ):  

o It begins with the creation of the heavens and the earth ( األرض و السماوات خلق ). This is the 

container. Who’s inside this container? 

o The creation of the human ( االنسان خلق ) 

o The creation of the cattle ( األنعام خلق ) 

 The actions of Allah (swt) are showing you ( فاتقون أنا اال اله ال ), so you need to have taqwa. Surah An 

Nahl is laying out the foundation to gratitude which is to not commit shirk, do not be hasty, and 

have taqwa.  

 ( ۚ   َحق َض بِٱلأ َرأ َوٲِت َوٱۡلأ ـٰ َم  this is a blessing :(.He has created the heavens and the earth with truth) (َخلََق ٱلسَّ

that no one can interfere in the creation. Allah (swt) created with truth, what does that mean? 

There is no falsehood, nothing is made in vain, jest, play or enjoyment. It’s not random. In this life, 

some people build sandcastles as an enjoyment. But Allah (swt) created the heavens and the earth 

for a purpose. And this purpose is that it’s subjected to the human to serve him, subhan Allah. We’re 

living on the earth and below the heavens, so we’re in between the heavens and the earth.  

 ( َُشون ِر ۡأ مَّ  يش ََ  ٰٰ لَ ـٰ ََ ََ ) (High is He Exalted above all they associate as partners with Him): again this is 

being mentioned, Allah (swt) is the Most High from what they associate with Him. There are people 

living on this earth but they’re associating with Allah (swt) in provision, guidance, etc. Allah (swt) is 

the real ilah and we need to devote our love, magnification, hope, fear, and trust to Him – this is 

tawheed. We need to appreciate the blessing that Allah (swt) created the heavens and earth with 

truth.  

Ayah 4 – ( ٍ۬ بِين َو َخِصيم ٍ۬ مُّ َفة ٍ۬ َفإَِذا هش َن ِمن نُّطأ ـٰ ِنَس  He has created man from Nutfah (mixed drops) (َخلََق ٱۡلأ

of male and female sexual discharge), then behold, this same (man) becomes an open 

opponent) 

 From all of the creations living in the heavens and the earth, Allah (swt) mentioned the most 

honored creation, the human, so we need to truly grateful to Allah (swt), subhan Allah.  

 ( ٍ۬ َفة َن ِمن نُّطأ ـٰ ِنَس  He has created man from Nutfah (mixed drops of male and female sexual) (َخلََق ٱۡلأ

discharge),): notice in Surah An Nahl our creation is not mentioned in its final form but from the 

beginning. If we’re not grateful for the small things, such as our initial creation, then we won’t be 

grateful for the greater things such as our hearing and seeing. Gratitude has a high status and Allah 

(swt) is showing us to be grateful for the small things. People are only grateful for big things for 
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example if they have a lot of wealth, but this is not gratitude. We have to be grateful for the small 

things first. The human is ungrateful because he wants to see the end result, he wants to see the big 

picture, subhan Allah. Allah (swt) is able to bring everything in the blink of an eye to us, but He’s 

teaching us to be grateful with the essential blessings – look at the creation of the heavens and 

earth and your creation. We are created from ( ٍ۬ َفة  a sperm drop. The human forgets this but we – (نُّطأ

need to remember and be grateful. Who’s the One taking care of this ( ٍ۬ َفة  The mother is just a ?(نُّطأ

carrier and you don’t become a grown human in one go, Allah (swt) is taking care you from stage to 

stage, from a drop, to a flesh, to bones, etc. We’re not enjoying our life because we’re just 

complaining and not seeing the real and essential blessings. Think about yourself when you were 

just a drop of sperm and no one is taking care of you except Allah (swt) until you became in an 

upright form ( تقويم أحسن ). Similarly honey doesn’t come in one go, it comes with time. The duniya is 

not about getting what you want, but whatever Allah (swt) wills for you. The duniya is not to get all 

of your wishes, but it is about worshipping Allah (swt). With all of this, what happens to this human 

when he grows? 

 ( ٍ۬ بِين َو َخِصيم ٍ۬ مُّ  he becomes a clear :(then behold, this same (man) becomes an open opponent) (َفإَِذا هش

disputer, always arguing, subhan Allah. The one arguing is ungrateful and he’s arguing with people, 

because things are not going according to his desire. There is no goodness in arguing because it 

brings sicknesses of the heart; it spoils the purity of the heart. For this reason the one who leaves 

the argument even if he’s in the right, then he has a great reward. When you argue with your 

parents, spouse, friends, even if you get your way, you actually spoiled your heart and theirs. 

Arguing is only about ego. And this human is also arguing with Allah (swt), istaghfar Allah. We are 

arguing with Allah (swt) without even realizing by saying ‘why didn’t You give me and give them?’, 

istaghfar Allah. Truly there is nothing greater than the Quran to reform us and be the ‘honey to cure 

our hearts’. Allah (swt) created everything with a purpose, so we need to be grateful, we shouldn’t 

be hasty. This is teaching us ( هللا اال اله ال ) through the blessings.  

Ayah 5 – ( َم َخلََقَه  ـٰ ََ َنأ لشونَ    َوٱۡلأ ُش ۡأ ََ َه   ُش َوِمنأ فِ ـٰ ۡأ ٌ۬ ٍ۬ َوَمَن ِِ  And the cattle, He has created them for) ( َلُشمأ فِيَه  

you; in them there is warmth (warm clothing), and numerous benefits, and of them you eat) 

 ( َم َخلََقَه    لَُشمأ ـٰ ََ َنأ  – Allah (swt) created the cattle :(;And the cattle, He has created them for you) (َوٱۡلأ

cows, goats, sheep, and camels. Notice Allah (swt) preceded the word ( َم ـٰ ََ َنأ  to (   َخلََقَه ) before (ٱۡلأ

emphasize the cattle before its creation, why? Because we don’t consider them as a blessing, 

subhan Allah. Allah (swt) created the cattle for us in order to benefit from them, and we’re 

forgetting this and disputing instead, subhan Allah. Look at how much Allah (swt) has given us so we 

really need to have taqwa and not follow our desires. What do we benefit from the cattle? The first 

thing that might come to our mind is eating, but what does Allah (swt) mention first? 

o ( ٍ۬ ٌ۬ ۡأ ِِ  we use their fur and wool to keep :(,in them there is warmth (warm clothing)) (فِيَه  

ourselves warm whether for clothes or blankets.   

o ( ُش فِ ـٰ  and much benefits. Anything we can relate to is :(,and numerous benefits) (َوَمَن

mentioned but anything we haven’t been exposed to or not everyone knows then it’s 

mentioned in general. And this is the way of the Quran. So the most common benefits for 

warmth and food are mentioned.  
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o ( َلشون ُش ۡأ ََ َه    and we’re constantly eating it. Allah (swt) is :(and of them you eat) (َوِمنأ

mentioning it last as if to show us other benefits which we’re forgetting that we should be 

grateful for. We forget to be grateful that they provide us warmth as well. And notice their 

benefits include covering and eating and this reminds you of libas at taqwa and zad at 

taqwa, and Allah (swt) knows best.  

May Allah (swt) make us of the grateful ones. Ameen.  


