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Surah An Nahl ( النحل سورة ) – Ayat 6 to 9 

Ayah 6 – ( ََولَُكۡم فِيَها َجَمالٌ ِحيَن ُتِريُحوَن َوِحيَن َتۡسَرُحون) (And wherein is beauty for you, when you 

bring them home in the evening, and as you lead them forth to pasture in the morning) 

 What other benefits do you have from the cattle? 

 ( ٌَولَُكۡم فِيَها َجَمال) (And wherein is beauty for you,): the beauty of the cattle is for your sake, it’s 

benefitting you, subhan Allah. Imagine their beauty is not benefiting them. Where’s the beauty in 

the cattle?  

 ( َِحيَن ُتِريُحوَن َوِحيَن َتۡسَرُحون) (when you bring them home in the evening, and as you lead them forth 

to pasture in the morning): the scenery of them is beautiful when you send them out to eat and 

bring them back, but notice Allah (swt) mentioned when they come back first because it’s more 

beautiful when they all come back together. These are two important timings for the shepherd. This 

shows they’re satisfied and full. It can also mean there’s a beauty in them when they’re resting 

 We need to thank Allah (swt) that He made it beautiful .(َتۡسَرُحونَ ) and when they’re moving (ُتِريُحونَ )

for us, alhamdulliah. A person needs to enjoy what he has and not rush it. For example, look at the 

beauty of your children while young, don’t rush for them to grow up and when they grow up don’t 

rush for them to get married and have children. Enjoy the moment.   

Ayah 7 – ( لِِغيِه إَِّلَّ بِِشقِّ ٱۡۡلَنفُسِ  ـٰ ِحيٌمٍ۬  َۚوَتۡحِملُ أَۡثَقالَڪُۡم إِلَٰى َبلَد ٍ۬ لَّۡم َتُكوُنوْا َب و ٌٌٍ۬۬ رَّ ُُ ُكۡم لََر  And they carry your) ( إِنَّ َربَّ

loads to a land that you could not reach except with great trouble to yourselves. Truly, your 

Lord is full of Kindness, Most Merciful) 

 ( َۡوَتۡحِملُ أَۡثَقالَڪُم) (And they carry your loads): another benefit from the cattle is they’re carrying your 

loads, we don’t have this now but we have cars and this too is included. Allah (swt) created a 

creation to help you and you’re not appreciating it, subhan Allah. They’re carrying your luggage, it’s 

not theirs, and they’re nicely and quietly carrying it for you. And they will carry you and your family 

as well. Allah (swt) made them to benefit you without benefitting themselves, and similarly with the 

bees, they’re all happily doing it and no one is being grateful to them. So we need to be grateful and 

Surah An Nahl is laying out the foundation for gratitude to really bring it out from your heart.  

 ( لِِغيِه إَِّلَّ بِِشقِّ ٱۡۡلَنفُسِ  ۚ ـٰ  to a land that you could not reach except with great trouble to) (إِلَٰى َبلَد ٍ۬ لَّۡم َتُكوُنوْا َب

yourselves.): they carry you and your loads to a place that would have been difficult on your own. 

Imagine travelling and carrying your own luggage, it would be very difficult until you reach it. The 

cattle are benefitting you with their warmth, food, beauty and carrying your load and we’re totally 

unaware of it, subhan Allah. Patience brings gratitude, but if you’re hasty then you won’t be 

grateful. The cattle are not given a certificate or award or being praised for what they’re doing, but 

Allah (swt) is mentioning them, so we need to be grateful. To be grateful should show on the outside 

by helping others.  

 ( ٍِ۬حيٌم و ٌٌٍ۬۬ رَّ ُُ ُكۡم لََر  the One Who created the :(Truly, your Lord is full of Kindness, Most Merciful) (إِ نَّ َربَّ

cattle for you and subjected them for your sake is your Rabb – He is Raouf Raheem. Ar Raouf means 

He brings the goodness and mercy easily to you; there’s no struggle, subhan Allah.  
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Ayah 8 – (  
لَُمونَ  َۚوٱۡلَخۡيلَ َوٱۡلبَِغالَ َوٱۡلَحِميَر لَِتۡرَڪُبوَها َوِزيَنة ٍ۬ ۡۡ  ,And (He has created) horses) ( َوَيۡخلُُق َما ََّل َت

mules and donkeys, for you to ride and as an adornment. And He creates (other) things of 

which you have no knowledge) 

 (َوٱۡلَخۡيلَ َوٱۡلبَِغالَ َوٱۡلَحِميَر لَِتۡرَڪُبوَها) (And (He has created) horses, mules and donkeys, for you to ride): 

Allah (swt) is also mentioning other animals which you don’t eat but you’re still benefitting from 

them. It’s haram to eat mules and donkeys, and for the horses it’s disliked for eating. We benefit 

from them by riding them for transport and carrying our loads. And what else? 

 ( ۚ  
 beauty is – (َجَمالٌ ) there’s adornment, notice for the cattle :(.and as an adornment) (َوِزيَنة ٍ۬

mentioned, and here it’s ( 
 meaning something you beatify yourself with. You adorn yourself ,( ِۚزيَنة ٍ۬

when you ride a horse which we never thought of, subhan Allah. And ( 
 .is something temporary (ِزيَنة ٍ۬

Now you understand when Suleiman (as) was looking at his horses and admiring them.  

 ( َلَُمون ۡۡ  Allah (swt) :(And He creates (other) things of which you have no knowledge) (َوَيۡخلُُق َما ََّل َت

creates things you don’t know from transport in the land, air and sea. For example this includes cars 

and planes and things we don’t know yet. And this is mentioned in a general form because not 

everyone could have related to it before and there are things in the future which we’re unaware of. 

If we don’t appreciate the small things then we won’t appreciate the bigger things. It’s Allah (swt) 

Who created the animals and He created the cars and planes by placing the idea in the people’s 

minds. If these cattle were not subjected to us then who would help us? And notice you didn’t teach 

to do it, and this is a great blessing because it’s by Allah’s mercy He subjected them to carry your 

load without complaining. Imagine if you have a human carrying your load, you wouldn’t like it and 

they wouldn’t like it either.  

Ayah 9 – ( بِيِل َوِمۡنَها َجآٮ ٌِرٍ۬  ِ َقۡصُد ٱلسَّ ينَ  َولَۡو  َۚوَعلَى ٱَّللَّ ِۡ َُ لََهَدٰٮڪُۡم أَۡجَم َشآ ) (And upon Allâh is the 

responsibility to explain the Straight Path, But there are ways that turn aside. And had He 

willed, He would have guided you all (mankind).) 

 ( ِِبيل ِ َقۡصُد ٱلسَّ  you’re using :(, And upon Allâh is the responsibility to explain the Straight Path) (َوَعلَى ٱَّللَّ

the cattle to go to one place to another, but Who’s the One Who will show you the way to paradise? 

Allah (swt) will show you the Straight Path. Just as Allah (swt) guided these animals to be subjected 

to you and help you, Allah (swt) is guiding you to the Straight Path. Only He can take you to 

paradise. Guidance is a great thing but how will you appreciate the guidance if you don’t appreciate 

the transport in your life, subhan Allah. We don’t need to take the burden of guidance because it’s 

not on you, but Allah (swt). And only Allah (swt) can show you the straight and shortest way to reach 

Him. It’s only Allah (swt) Who guides. It’s upon Allah (swt) to show you the Straight Path, not you, 

and you don’t know what’s the best way for you, only Allah (swt) knows. And this makes you so 

grateful.  

 ( ۚ  ٍَ۬وِمۡنَها َجآٮ ٌِر) (But there are ways that turn aside.): there’s a way that’s long and contrary to the 

Straight Path. Other ways will not take you to Allah (swt), rather it will cut you off from Him, subhan 

Allah. There are people not taking the way of guidance, they’re not taking the truth. So people are 

two groups, one who’s guided by the permission of Allah (swt) and another who turned away and 
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didn’t take the way. We can’t leave Allah (swt) in guiding us for a blink of an eye. We can’t think we 

can leave Allah’s guidance for a second otherwise we will be deviated. For example, when you’re 

using a navigator, you’re checking it where to go and when you become familiar with where you’re 

going you stop looking at it, but we can’t turn away from the guidance of Allah (swt).  

 ( َين ِۡ َُ لََهَدٰٮڪُۡم أَۡجَم  Allah (swt) :(.And had He willed, He would have guided you all (mankind)) (َولَۡو َشآ

honored us by giving us a choice and a will. The cattle, mountains, heavens and the earth don’t have 

a choice to choose; Allah (swt) subjected them to serve us. Allah (swt) gave us a choice but we’re 

misusing it by arguing, subhan Allah. Do you want to rely on Allah (swt) for the guidance or do you 

want to rely on yourself? Though Allah (swt) gave you a choice, don’t think you’re being smart by 

disputing and relying on yourself. We need Allah (swt) to guide us. Allah (swt) is able to guide 

everyone but we have a choice, so choose Allah (swt) to guide you.  

May Allah (swt) guide us and keep us firm on the Straight Path until we meet Him. Ameen.  


