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Surah An Nahl ( النحل سورة ) – Ayat 21 to 23 

Ayah 21 – ( ُُونَ  ۖأَۡمَوٲٌت َغۡيُر أَۡحَيآء    َُ اَن ُيۡب ُروَن أَيا ُُ ۡۡ  dead, not alive, and they know not (They are)) ( َوَما َي

when they will be raised up.) 

 (  it’s ingratitude when the Creator has created you and :(,dead, not alive (They are)) (أَۡمَوٲٌت َغۡيُر أَۡحَيآء    ۖ

you invoke someone else. The idols you invoke are not only not creators, but they’re also dead, 

they’re not alive. How can you worship someone dead? Subhan Allah. They don’t have any 

attributes of perfection, they don’t have a real life. They don’t ear, see, hear or understand. They’re 

objects without souls. You find those who invoke the dead in the graves, idols, etc but they’re all 

dead, even if they’re alive, they’ll eventually die. Their life is temporary, subhan Allah. People are 

associating with Allah (swt) because they’re hasty.  

 ( َُُون َُ اَن ُيۡب ُروَن أَيا ُُ ۡۡ  they don’t even have :(.and they know not when they will be raised up) (َوَما َي

feelings of when they’ll be resurrected. How can you invoke who’s not a creator, is dead, and 

doesn’t even know when is the Day of Judgement? Subhan Allah. Your dua’a is strong when you 

love, hope and fear. So why waste your feelings on someone who lacks any good qualities? 

Gratitude is full of feelings of being overwhelmed with the blessings of Allah (swt). Ingratitude is 

when the person is hasty and invokes other than Allah (swt). Allah (swt) gave us feelings to worship 

Him alone.  

Ayah 22 – ( ٌه  َوٲِحٌد   ـٰ ُهُكۡم إِلَ ـٰ ۡكبُِرونَ  ۚإِلَ ََ ۡس م من ُُ  َو
نِكَرةٌ  م من ُُ َِِرِة ُُُُوُب َ ۡۡ ِمُنوَن بِل ۡۡ ََ ُي يَن  ِِ ََللا  ) (Your Ilâh (God) is One 

Ilâh (God — Allâh, none has the right to be worshipped but He). But for those who believe 

not in the Hereafter, their hearts deny (the faith in the Oneness of Allâh), and they are proud) 

 ( ٌه  َوٲِحٌد   ۚ ـٰ ُهُكۡم إِلَ ـٰ  Your Ilâh (God) is One Ilâh (God — Allâh, none has the right to be worshipped but) (إِلَ

He).): Allah (swt) is reminding us that your Ilah, the One Whom you need to worship, the One Whom 

all of your feelings and actions should be directed to is One. It’s gratitude when you worship One 

Ilah. Imagine if you have so many gods? You will be scattered because you are loving one, hoping 

from another, fearing another, and these gods are angry with the other, so you don’t know who to 

please and who will be angry with you, subhan Allah. It’s the greatest blessing that Allah is One, 

alhamdulliah. Recall in the first ayah, Allah (swt) tells the messengers to warn the people He is One 

so let them have taqwa. Anyone who’s not worshipping Allah (swt) alone then he will have many 

gods, that’s why it’s mentioned in the plural ( َُرون ُُ ۡۡ  Your connection will be weak when you’re .(َي

worshipping many, but when you’re worshipping One then your connection will be strong. 

Sometimes we wonder why is our connection with Allah (swt) not strong? Because we’re distracted 

and not focused. If you associate with Allah (swt) then He will leave you to your shirk. Be One for 

One. Do you want Al Ahad As Samad to leave you? Subhan Allah. When a person is ungrateful by 

leaving Allah (swt) then Allah (swt) leaves Him. You left the perfect for the imperfect and this is 

unfair to make someone imperfect perfect, subhan Allah. Allah (swt) will not accept to have partners 

with Him. The believers love Allah (swt) so much and they magnify Him, so they devote their feelings 

of the heart, their utterances, body, and wealth to One. The meaning of ‘ilah’ is ( تعظيما و محبة المعبود ) – 

the One you worship out of love and magnification. They love, they hate, they give, they don’t give, 
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they speak, they don’t speak all for Him only. All of your needs are with One and He gives you the 

best provision, best guidance, and only He created you, only He has the real-life, and only He knows 

when is the Day of Judgement so worship Him alone.  

 ( َِِِرة َ ۡۡ ِمُنوَن بِل ۡۡ ََ ُي يَن  ِِ ََللا ) (But for those who believe not in the Hereafter,): when you worship Allah 

(swt) alone, then you will be recompensed for your deeds on the Day of Judgement. You have two 

groups: one group is grateful and guided and the other group is ungrateful and misguided. The one 

group that’s grateful is worshipping Allah (swt) alone. The group that ungrateful doesn’t believe in 

One Ilah, so they have many gods. And because they don’t care to worship One, they don’t care of a 

Day of Judgement either, they don’t believe in it. The one who doesn’t believe in a Day of 

Judgement or have feelings towards it then he won’t worship Allah (swt) alone. When you worship 

Allah (swt) alone it’s because you feel there is a Day of Judgement and you will be accounted.  

 ( 
 
نِكَرٌة م من ُُ  Allah (swt) describes the hearts :(,their hearts deny (the faith in the Oneness of Allâh)) (ُُُُوُب

of those who don’t believe in the Day of Judgement, their hearts are denying the Oneness of Allah 

(swt), they’re denying ( هللا اال اله ال ). The Day of Judgement is the place where you will find your 

results, but they don’t believe in results because they’re hasty. Belief in the hereafter helps for 

gratitude. What is their condition?  

 ( َۡكبُِرون ََ ۡس م من ُُ  they’re arrogant, arrogance is a sickness, and arrogance is to :(and they are proud) (َو

reject the truth. Their inside is they deny the Oneness of Allah (swt) and they’re arrogant, as a result 

they’re arguing and disputing from the outside. The one who’s ungrateful is disputing because he 

doesn’t believe in the hereafter. The one who doesn’t believe in the Day of Judgement will become 

a mushrik, istaghfar Allah. May Allah (swt) protect us from arrogance. Ameen. Ingratitude is when a 

person is arrogant, denying the Oneness of Allah (swt) and doesn’t believe in the Day of Judgement. 

The one who’s grateful has taqwa, believes in Allah (swt) alone and the Day of Judgement.  

Ayah 23 – ( َُمُ  ُۡ َ َي
ُُِنونَ  ََ َجَرَم أَنا ٱَّللا ُۡ وَن َوَما ُي ۡكبِِرينَ  َۚما ُيِسرن ََ ََ ُيِح ُّن ٱۡلُمۡس ُه     Certainly, Allâh knows what) ( إِنا

they conceal and what they reveal. Truly, He likes not the proud.) 

 ( ۚ  َُُِنون ُۡ وَن َوَما ُي َُُم َما ُيِسرن ُۡ َ َي
ََ َجَرَم أَنا ٱَّللا ) (Certainly, Allâh knows what they conceal and what they 

reveal.): ( ََجَرم ََ ) means there are no doubts, their inner is arrogant and they deny Oneness of Allah 

(swt) and the Day of Judgment, and their outer is they invoke other than Allah (swt) and they 

dispute. And there’s no doubt Allah (swt) knows what’s their inner and outer. In ayah 19, ( َُُم َما ُۡ َ َي
ٱَّللا

ُُِنونَ  ُۡ وَن َوَما ُي  was mentioned previously regarding being grateful, gratitude shows both inside (ُيِسرن

and outside.  

 ( َۡكبِِرين ََ ََ ُيِح ُّن ٱۡلُمۡس ُه     Allah (swt) mentioned the inner first and then :(.Truly, He likes not the proud) (إِنا

outer because the inner is important. We need to take care of our inside and gratitude begins inside 

with feelings of being overwhelmed with the blessings and then it comes outside by worshipping 

Allah (swt). Allah (swt) doesn’t love the arrogant ones. Someone who’s arrogant will not move 

forward because he’s always arguing, he sees himself better than the truth, istaghfar Allah. 

Arrogance is the sickness of Iblis, he argued with Allah (swt) and the one who argues is ungrateful. 

Someone who’s not worshipping Allah (swt) and rejecting the truth is ungrateful. The cause of 

ingratitude is arrogance. That’s why Allah (swt) is mentioning all of the blessings to soften us, and He 
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not only gave us essentials, but He also gave us extras such as beauty and adornment, subhan Allah. 

Look at the sun and moon and the cattle, they’re all subjected and obedient, they’re not arrogant. 

May Allah (swt) protect us from arrogance and any types of disobedience. Ameen. What is the 

solution for arrogance? We listen and we obey, believe in ( هللا اال اله ال ).   

May Allah (swt) make these ayat for us and not against us. Ameen.  


