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Surah An Nahl ( النحل سورة ) – Ayat 49 to 50 

Ayah 49 – ( َٰٓٮ َِكُة َوُهۡم ََل َيۡسَتۡكبُِرون ـ   َوٱۡلَملَ
ة ٍ۬ َوٲِت َوَما فِى ٱۡۡلَۡرِض ِمن َدآٰبه ـ  َم ِ َيۡسُجُد َما فِى ٱلسه  And to Allâh) (َوّلِِله

prostate all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth, of the moving (living) creatures 

and the angels, and they are not proud [i.e. they worship their Lord (Allâh) with humility].) 

 After Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) mentioned the warnings, He mentioned the submission of all the creation. 

The message from Surah An Nahl is ( عبادتك حسن و شكرك و ذكرك على أعنا اللهم ) – when we remember 

Allah ( ىسبحانه وتعال ) then we will be grateful to Him, and when we have the feelings of gratitude then 

it will produce ihsan in worship. We will reach the level of ihsan which is worshipping Allah ( سبحانه

  .as if you see Him and if you don’t see Him then He sees you (وتعالى

 All shadows – shadows of objects, believers, disbelievers, etc – are prostrating to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) 

with humility, and only the Creator can tell us this. So you o human, why don’t you show your 

submission? The sujood is so special, we are in need to have closeness to our Creator, for this 

reason we have two sujoods in each unit of prayer. When you put your face on the ground and say 

( األعلى ربي سبحان ) (Glory be to My Rabb The Most High) then you’re saying Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) high 

above anything in my life. Most people don’t appreciate how Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) honored us and 

created everything to serve us and still we don’t submit, istaghfar Allah. When Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) 

allows us to prostrate to Him then this is a great honor. We need to thank Him for this blessing of 

total submission and humility, alhamdulliah. We need to surrender by our will to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى).  

 All the creatures, all moving objects are prostrating to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) even the shadows of the 

disbelievers. Who else? 

 ( َٰٓٮ َِكُة َوُهۡم ََل َيۡسَتۡكبُِرون ـ   and the angels, and they are not proud [i.e. they worship their Lord (Allâh)) (َوٱۡلَملَ

with humility].): the angels are obedient, honored slaves of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) which are made of 

light. They are worshipping Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) all the time without getting bored or tired. They know 

Who is Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and on the Day of Judgement they will say ( عبادتك حق عبدناك ما ) – ‘we didn’t 

worship You as You deserve to be worshipped’, subhan Allah. There is no reward or punishment for 

them, yet they’re only dedicated to worship Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) doesn’t need 

anyone’s worship, but it’s an honor for the angels to worship Him.  

 Angels have feelings and intellect, but they have no desires. Whatever they do is because Allah 

 loves, the angels love and whomever (سبحانه وتعالى) commands them. Whomever Allah (سبحانه وتعالى)

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) hates, the angels hate. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said in the Bait Al Ma’moor there is no 

empty space without an angel worshipping Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) praised the angels 

for not being arrogant. The angels are constantly worshiping Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), and they’re serving 

the human beings, even though some don’t deserve it, but they don’t say anything because they 

follow Allah’s command.  

 There are angels roaming the earth searching for the study circles. They appreciate the human being 

who has a free will and chooses to worship Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). Our worship can never reach the 

level of the angels, but they appreciate those who acquire knowledge. When a seeker of knowledge 

passes and an angel is there, it will lower its wings to the seeker of knowledge. The human is 

honored over the angels because Allah ( تعالىسبحانه و ) commanded the angels to prostate to Adam 

(as). Though their worship is more than ours, they make dua’a for the believers, seekers of 
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knowledge, and those who repent. If you know Who’s Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), then you’ll never be proud 

or arrogant of your worship. There are people in worship and knowledge who are proud, and this is 

not worship, istaghfar Allah. Someone worshipping Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) cannot be arrogant, especially 

in Ramadan. It is all from Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) to have guided us to worship Him. So o you human 

being, if you’re prostrating to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) then don’t be arrogant.  

 Arrogance comes because someone doesn’t know Who is Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). We are created from a 

drop, so it doesn’t suit a human being to be arrogant. Look at Iblis who was cast out because of his 

arrogance and it is said he was worshipping Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) even more than the angels, subhan 

Allah. When a person is grateful then his worship will be excellent, he will be humble. We want to 

worship Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) without arrogance, may Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) purify our hearts. Ameen. The 

one who’s grateful and feels overwhelmed with Allah’s blessings is not arrogant. Worship is showing 

your gratitude. What other characteristics do the angels have? 

Ayah 50 – ( ن َفۡوقِِهۡم وَ  ُہم مِّ َيۡفَعلُوَن َما ُيۡؤَمُروَن ۩َيَخاُفوَن َربه ) (They fear their Lord above them, and they 

do what they are commanded.) 

 ( ۡن َفۡوقِِهم ُہم مِّ  the strongest creation which are the :(,They fear their Lord above them) (َيَخافُوَن َربه

angels, fear their Rabb above them, subhan Allah. Jibreel (as) has 600 wings and when the Prophet 

 ascended to the heavens in (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) saw him, he covered the entire horizon. When the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

the night of Isra’a and Mi’raj, he saw Jibreel (as) crumbled like an old cloth because of his humility in 

front of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). When the angels hear the command of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), they fall into 

shock because of the beauty of hearing Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), and when they awake, they say what did 

our Rabb say?. He said the truth. Hadith: ( َرَة، أَبِي َعن   بِي   َعنِ  ُهَري  ُ  َقَضى إَِذا  "   َقالَ  وسلم عليه هللا صلى النَّ  فِي هللاَّ

َماءِ  ًرا السَّ نَِحتَِها ال َمالَئَِكةُ  َضَرَبتِ  أَم  َعاًنا بِأَج  لِهِ  ُخض  َها لَِقو  َوان   َعلَى ِسل ِسلَة   َكأَنَّ عَ  َفإَِذا َصف  ُكم   َقالَ  َماَذا َقالُوا قُلُوبِِهم   َعن   فُز   ال َحقَّ  َقالُوا َربُّ

ال َكبِيرُ  ال َعلِيُّ  َوُهوَ  ) (Narrated Abu Hurairah (ra): that the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: "When Allah decrees a 

matter in the Heavens, the angels beat their wings in submission to His saying, (sounding) as if it is a 

chain (being dragged) upon a rock. When the fear resides from their hearts, they say (to each other): 

'What did your Lord say?' They reply: 'The truth, and He is the Most High the Great (34:23).) – At 

Tirimidhi Book 47, Hadith 3529 

  Israfil who will blow the trumpet is just waiting for Allah’s command. They fear Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), 

though they don’t have a reward, subhan Allah. So what about the human being who doesn’t know 

where his end will be and still he feels secure and arrogant? Istaghfar Allah.  

 The angels know their Rabb, their Nurturer. Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) appreciates it when you fear Him. 

The people of paradise speak to each other and they say: Surah At Tur 26-28: ( ا قَ  ا ُڪنَّ ۡبُل فِٓى أَۡهلَِنا َقالُٓوا  إِنَّ

ُموِم ( ٦٢)ُمۡشفِقِيَن  ُ َعلَۡيَنا َوَوَقٰٮَنا َعَذاَب ٱلسَّ ا ِمن َقۡبُل َنۡدُعوهُ ( ٦٢)َفَمنَّ ٱَّللَّ ا ُڪنَّ ِحيُم  ۖإِنَّ ُه   ُهَو ٱۡلَبرُّ ٱلرَّ (٦٢) إِنَّ ) (Saying: 

"Aforetime, we were afraid (of the punishment of Allâh) in the midest of our families. (26) "So Allâh 

has been gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of the Fire. (27) "Verily, We used to 

invoke Him (Alone and none else) before. Verily, He is Al¬Barr (the Most Subtle, Kind, Courteous, 

and Generous), the Most Merciful." (28)) and in Surah Ar Rahman 46: ( ِهۦ َمَقامَ  َخافَ  َولَِمۡن  َتانِ  َرب  َجنَّ ) (But 

for him who fears the standing before his Lord, there will be two Gardens (i.e. in Paradise).). You 

don’t see Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and you fear Him, while you have a choice, so Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) 

appreciates this so much.  
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 Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is above all in His place and position – He is above the seven heavens and not 

everywhere. Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is above you and He has power over you. Your heart is between the 

two fingers of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى); you can’t be independent from Him. What other characteristic of 

the angels? 

 (۩ َوَيۡفَعلُوَن َما ُيۡؤَمُروَن) (and they do what they are commanded.): the angels do whatever they’re 

commanded – they don’t object or complain. The angels prostrate, they are not arrogant, they have 

feelings of fear because of Allah’s perfection and they do what they’re told – look at how Allah 

) praises them. When Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) نه وتعالىسبحا ) told the angels to prostrate to Adam (as), they 

all submitted. O human being, you are between two – animals and angels. Animals prostrate to 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), they have desires but no intellect. The angels prostrate to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), 

they have no desires but intellect. And both have no recompense. You human being are in the 

middle, you have a free will, but you can’t be in the middle always. When you use your free will to 

fight your desires with taqwa and you surrender and prostate to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and do what 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) wants you to do, then you become better than the angels. The angels will make 

dua’a for you, protect you, lower their wings for you, give glad tidings to you at the time of death 

and welcome you in paradise. Though we can never reach the quantity of worship as the angels, but 

with your free will to surrender makes you better than the angels. Look at the other picture, if 

you’re using your free will to do what you want according to your desires, not fearing or prostrating 

to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), then you’ll be worse than the animals because even the animals prostrate to 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and are obedient to Him. So a human being can either be better than the angels 

or worse than the animals, subhan Allah.  

 When you think of angels, you think of obedience, no arguing or complaining, of peace and purity. In 

the study circles you feel the tranquility because of the presence of the angels. When you’re 

surrounded with someone who worships Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) then you feel happy, unlike when you’re 

surrounded with someone arguing about Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). We love what is beautiful and pure. 

May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) never deprive us from the study circles. Ameen.  

 From these ayat we should be grateful to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) for the revelation, we should not be 

arrogant in our worship, nor feel secure. We need to fear Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) because there is a 

consequence to our actions – we have a grave, account, and a paradise or hell. We should do what 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) commands us and not argue.  

May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) make us grateful worshippers. Ameen.  

 


