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Taddabur of the Quran ( القرآن تدبر ) – English Translation – Surah Al ‘Araf – Day 17 

Surah Al ‘Araf ( األعراف سورة ) 

 Surah Al Al A’raf is a Makkan surah ( مكية سورة ) and it is one of the longer Makkan surahs after Surah 

Al An’am. 

 The word (األعراف) is the plural for (عرف), which means 

o A place that is high ( المشرف المرتفع المكان ), like a mountain 

o A bridge between paradise and hellfire, those whose good deeds are equal  to their evil 

deeds are waiting there until by Allah’s mercy He makes them enter paradise (  المضروب ورالس

النار و الجنة بين ) 

 Names of Surah Al ‘Araf (أسماء سورة األعراف): 

o ( األعراف سورة ) 

o ( الميقات سورة ): which is the meeting of Musa (as).  

o ( الميثاق سورة ): which is the covenant that took place on the Day of Arafah when we were in 

the form of atoms.   

Theme of Surah Al ‘Araf ( الرئيسي المحور ) 

 Settling the fight between truth and falsehood ( الصراع من الموقف حسم ), and Who sets it straight? Allah 

  .(سبحانه وتعالى)

*Note: initial recording of lecture is missing, information previous to this point is taken from the Quran 

Fajr lecture. 

Breakdown of Surah Al ‘Araf ( األعراف سورة محاور ) 

1. Ayat 1 to 9: Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) addressing the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) and warning the Ummah (  للرسول خطاب

لألمة تحذير و )  

2. Ayat 10 to 58: Story of Adam (as) ( آدم قصة ) 

3. Ayat 59 to 136: Stories of the prophets ( األنبياء قصص ) 

4. Ayat 137 to 171: Banu Israel and their misguidance ( انحرافاتهم و اسرائيل بنو )  

5. Ayat 172 to 206: Covenants to humanity which is to be a slave of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) (  البشرية مواثيق

هلل بالعبودية )  

Background of Surah Al ‘Araf  

 The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) once recited the entire Surah Al ‘Araf in maghrib. Surah Al A’raf is the longer one 

of the ‘two long ones’ (of the Makkan surahs) ( الطوليين طولى ). So Surah Al A’raf is longer than Surah Al 

An’am ( األنعام من أطول األعراف ). Hadith: ( َوانَ  َعن   ن   َمر  ، ب  َحَكم 
د   ل ي َقالَ  َقالَ  ال  ن   َزي  َرأ   لَكَ  َما َثاب ت   ب  ب   ف ي َتق  ر   ب ق َصار   ال َمغ 

ل   ت   َوَقد   ال م َفصَّ َرأ   وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ّللاَّ   َرس ولَ  َرأَي  ب   ف ي َيق  ر  ولَى ال َمغ  ن   ب ط  ولََيي 
ولَى َما ق ل ت   َقالَ  الطُّ ن   ط  ولََيي 

َراف   َقالَ  الطُّ  األَع 

َرى َعام   َواأل خ  األَن  ) (Marwan bin Al Hakkam said: Zaid bin Thabit asked me: Why do you recite short 

surahs in the sunset prayer? I saw the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) reciting two long surahs at the 
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sunset prayers. I asked him: which are those two long surahs? He replied: Al-A’raf and Al-An’am.) - 

Sunan Abi Dawud 812, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih  

 Surah Al ‘An’am is treating the aqeedah itself in a very simplified way. Surah Al ‘Araf is telling you 

about the aqeedah throughout history. It’s telling you from the time of Adam (as) how humanity 

took the guidance, how did they deal with the aqeedah.  

 Makkan surahs are primarily about the aqeedah whereas as Medinia surahs are about rulings and 

relations. It’s important to know the aqeedah first before knowing the rulings.  

Tadabbur of Surah Al ‘Araf ( األعراف سورة تدبر ) 

1. Parables (األمثال) 

2. Stories (القصص) 

3. Addresses (النداءات) 

4. Dua’as (الدعاءات) 

5. Names of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) ( الحسنى ّللا أسماء ) 

Connection between beginning and end of Surah Al ‘Araf  

Surah Al ‘Araf 1-2: ( ن يَن ( ١)آلٓمٓص  ۡؤم  ۡكَرٰى ل ۡلم  َر ب ه ۦ َوذ  ۡنه  ل ت نذ   مِّ
َك َحَرٌجٌ۬ َل إ لَۡيَك َفََل َيك ن ف ى َصۡدر  نز 

ٌب أ  ـٰ َت (٢)ك  ) (Alif-Lâm-Mîm-

Sâd. [These letters are one of the miracles of the Qur'ân and none but Allâh (Alone) knows their 

meanings]. (1) (This is the) Book (the Qur'ân) sent down unto you (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), so let not your 

breast be narrow therefrom, that you warn thereby, and a reminder unto the believers. (2)) 

 All that you need is found in the Quran and all that’s needed from you is found in the Quran as well. 

There shouldn’t be any kind of tightness or doubt regarding this Quran. You should use the Quran to 

call everyone. For example you’re calling on teenagers, but you think how can I use the Quran and 

make them understand, so there’s this kind of shyness from it which shouldn’t be the case. The 

Quran is to warn and is a reminder for the believers. 

Surah Al ‘Araf 204-206: ( ۡم ت ۡرَحم وَن  ت وا  لََعلَّك  وا  لَه  ۥ َوأَنص  ع  َئ ٱۡلق ۡرَءان  َفٱۡسَتم  َك تَ ( ٢٠٢)َوإ َذا ق ر  بََّك ف ى َنۡفس   َوٱۡذك ر رَّ
ا َوخ يَفة ٌ۬ ع ٌ۬ َضرُّ

ف ل يَن  ـٰ َن ٱۡلَغ وِّ َوٱأۡلََصال  َوََل َتك ن مِّ د  َن ٱۡلَقۡول  ب ٱۡلغ  وَن ٱۡلَجۡهر  م  نَد َربَِّك ََل يَ ( ٢٠٢)َود  يَن ع  وَنه  ۥ َولَه  ۥ إ نَّ ٱلَّذ  َباَدت ه ۦ َوي َسبِّح  وَن َعۡن ع  ۡسَتۡكب ر 

وَن ۩  د  (٢٠٢)َيۡسج  ) (So, when the Qur'ân is recited, listen to it, and be silent that you may receive mercy. 

(204) And remember your Lord within yourself, humbly and with fear without loudness in words in the 

mornings, and in the afternoons and be not of those who are neglectful. (205) Surely, those who are 

with your Lord (angels) are never too proud to perform acts of worship to Him, but they glorify His 

Praise and prostrate before Him. (206)) 

 One needs to remember Allah ( تعالىسبحانه و ) all the time and not be heedless. The last ayah tells you 

about the angels who are always worshipping and serving Him, so one should choose what side he 

wants to take because no one knows if they will be from the people of paradise or hellfire. You don’t 

want to be in the middle like the people of ‘araf.  

Stories in Surah Al ‘Araf ( األعراف سورة في القصص ) 
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Story of (أعراف)  

Surah Al ‘Araf 44-49: ( ا  ا َفَهۡل َوَجدتُّم مَّ
َنا َحق  ٌ۬ ار  أَن َقۡد َوَجۡدَنا َما َوَعَدَنا َربُّ َب ٱلنَّ ـٰ ة  أَۡصَح ب  ٱۡلَجنَّ ـٰ اَوَناَدٰىٓ أَۡصَح

ۡم َحق  ٌ۬ ك    ۚ َقال وا  َنَعمۡ  َۖوَعَد َربُّ

ن ُۢ بَ  َؤذِّ َن م  يَن َفأَذَّ ل م  ـٰ ۡم أَن لَّۡعَنة  ٱهللَّ  َعلَى ٱلظَّ وَن ( ٢٢)ۡيَنہ  ف ر  ـٰ م ب ٱأۡلَخ َرة  َك ا َوه 
َوج ٌ۬ وَنَہا ع  وَن َعن َسب يل  ٱهللَّ  َوَيۡبغ  دُّ يَن َيص  َما ح َجاٌبٌ۬ ( ٢٢)ٱلَّذ    َۚوَبۡيَنہ 

يَمٰٮه مۡ   ب س 
ف وَن ك َلَُّۢ  َيۡعر 

َجاٌلٌ۬ مۡ وَ   َۚوَعلَى ٱأۡلَۡعَراف  ر  ٌم َعلَۡيك  ـٰ ة  أَن َسلَ َب ٱۡلَجنَّ ـٰ وَن  َۚناَدۡوا  أَۡصَح ۡم َيۡطَمع  ل وَها َوه  َفۡت ( ۞ ٢٢) لَۡم َيۡدخ  ر  َوإ َذا ص 

يَن  ل م  ـٰ َنا ََل َتۡجَعۡلَنا َمَع ٱۡلَقۡوم  ٱلظَّ وا  َربَّ
ار  َقال  ب  ٱلنَّ ـٰ ۡم ت ۡلَقآَء أَۡصَح ه  ر  ـٰ يَمٰٮه ۡم َقال وا  َمآ َوَناَدٰىٓ أَۡصحَ ( ٢٤)أَۡبَص ف وَنہ م ب س   َيۡعر 

َجاَل ٌ۬ ب  ٱأۡلَۡعَراف  ر  ـٰ

وَن  نت ۡم َتۡسَتۡكب ر  ۡم َوَما ك  ك  ۡم َجۡمع  يَن أَۡقَسۡمت ۡم ََل َيَنال ه م  ٱهللَّ  ب َرۡحَمة  ( ٢٤)أَۡغَنٰى َعنك  ََلٓء  ٱلَّذ  ٓؤ  ـٰ مۡ  ۚأََه َة ََل َخۡوٌف َعلَۡيك  ل وا  ٱۡلَجنَّ َوََلٓ أَنت ۡم َتۡحَزن وَن   ٱۡدخ 

(٢٤) ) (And the dwellers of Paradise will call out to the dwellers of the Fire (saying): "We have indeed 

found true what our Lord had promised us; have you also found true, what your Lord promised 

(warnings)?" They shall say: "Yes." Then a crier will proclaim between them: "The Curse of Allâh is on the 

Zâlimûn (polytheists and wrong-doers)," (44) Those who hindered (men) from the Path of Allâh, and 

would seek to make it crooked, and they were disbelievers in the Hereafter. (45) And between them will 

be a (barrier) screen and on Al-A'râf (a wall with elevated places) will be men (whose good and evil 

deeds would be equal in scale), who would recognise all (of the Paradise and Hell people), by their 

marks (the dwellers of Paradise by their white faces and the dwellers of Hell by their black faces), they 

will call out to the dwellers of Paradise, "Salâmun 'Alaikûm" (peace be on you), and at that time they 

(men on Al-A'râf) will not yet have entered it (Paradise), but they will hope to enter (it) with certainty. 

(46) And when their eyes will be turned towards the dwellers of the Fire, they will say: "Our Lord! Place 

us not with the people who are Zâlimûn (polytheists and wrong-doers)." (47) And the men on Al-A'râf 

(the wall) will call unto the men whom they would recognise by their marks, saying: "Of what benefit to 

you were your great numbers (and hoards of wealth), and your arrogance (against Faith)?" (48) Are they 

those, of whom you swore that Allâh would never show them mercy. (Behold! It has been said to them): 

"Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve." (49)) 

 The dwellers of paradise call on the dwellers of the hellfire, ‘did you find what your Rabb promised 

to be true?’ They said yes.  

 And on the ‘araf there are people who are not from the paradise or hellfire, they’re looking at 

people in the hellfire and they’re looking at the people in paradise, and they know what each state is 

in. A person doesn’t want to be in this state, but should choose where he wants to be. Allah ( سبحانه

سبحانه ) puts the feelings in their heart to greatly want paradise and this is a favor from Allah (وتعالى

   .(وتعالى

 Their eyes go the dwellers of hellfire, but they don’t want to see it, but it goes towards it. When they 

saw the dwellers of hellfire they made dua’a to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) to not be with them. Then they 

see people whom they knew who had position in this life but they were in the hellfire. Then the 

people of ‘Araf ask them ‘what happened to those who used to put down?’. The disbelievers in the 

duniya would put down the believers thinking they will not enter paradise. And then they’re told to 

enter paradise.  

Story of (ميقات) 

Surah Al ‘Araf 143: ( ا ت َنا م وَسىٰ  َجآءَ  َولَمَّ ـٰ يَق ه   ۥ َوَكلََّمه   ل م  ن ىٓ  َربِّ  َقالَ  ۥ َربُّ رۡ  أَر  ن   َتَرٰٮن ى لَن َقالَ   ۚإ لَۡيكَ  أَنظ  ك  ـٰ رۡ  َولَ  ٱۡسَتَقرَّ  َفإ ن   ٱۡلَجَبل   إ لَى ٱنظ 

ا  َۚتَرٰٮن ى َفَسۡوفَ  ۥ َمڪَاَنه   ه  رَ  َتَجلَّىٰ  َفلَمَّ ا ۥ َجَعلَه   ل ۡلَجَبل   ۥ بُّ ا م وَسىٰ  َوَخرَّ  َدڪ  ٌ۬ ق ٌ۬ آ   َۚصع  َنكَ  َقالَ  أََفاقَ  َفلَمَّ ـٰ ۡبَح ل   َوأََناٌ۬  إ لَۡيكَ  ت ۡبت   س  ن ينَ  أَوَّ ۡؤم  ٱۡلم  ) (And 

when Mûsa (Moses) came at the time and place appointed by Us, and his Lord (Allâh) spoke to him, he 
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said: "O my Lord! Show me (Yourself), that I may look upon You." Allâh said: "You cannot see Me, but 

look upon the mountain; if it stands still in its place then you shall see Me." So when his Lord appeared 

to the mountain[], He made it collapse to dust, and Mûsa (Moses) fell down unconscious. Then when he 

recovered his senses he said: "Glory be to You, I turn to You in repentance and I am the first of the 

believers.") 

Surah Al ‘Araf 155: ( ينَ  ۥ َقۡوَمه   م وَسىٰ  َوٱۡخَتارَ  َل ٌ۬  َسۡبع  ت َنا َرج  ـٰ يَق آ   ۖلِّم  م   َفلَمَّ ۡجَفة   أََخَذۡتہ  ۡئتَ  لَۡو  َربِّ  َقالَ  ٱلرَّ ن أَۡهلَۡكَته م ش  ىَ  َقۡبل   مِّ ـٰ َنا  َۖوإ يَّ  أَت ۡہل ك 

َفَهآء   َفَعلَ  ب َما آ  ٱلسُّ نَّ لُّ  ف ۡتَنت كَ  إ َلَّ  ه ىَ  إ ۡن   ۖم  ى َتَشآء   َمن ب َہا ت ض  َنا أَنتَ   َۖتَشآء   َمن َوَتۡہد  ينَ  َخۡير   َوأَنتَ   َۖوٱۡرَحۡمَنا لََنا َفٱۡغف رۡ  َول يُّ ف ر  ـٰ ٱۡلَغ ) (And Mûsa 

(Moses) chose out of his people seventy (of the best) men for Our appointed time and place of meeting, 

and when they were seized with a violent earthquake, he said: "O my Lord, if it had been Your Will, You 

could have destroyed them and me before; would You destroy us for the deeds of the foolish ones 

among us? It is only Your Trial by which You lead astray whom You will, and keep guided whom You will. 

You are our Walî (Protector), so forgive us and have Mercy on us, for You are the Best of those who 

forgive) 

 This is the meeting of Musa (as) with Allah (سبحانه وتعالى).  

  in the surah (ميثاق)

The word (ميثاق) is not mentioned but this is the story of the covenant we took with Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) 

before being placed in the duniya.  

Surah Al ‘Araf 172: ( نُۢ  َربُّكَ  أََخذَ  َوإ ذۡ  ن َءاَدمَ  َبن ىٓ  م  مۡ  م  ه  ه ور 
َتہ مۡ  ظ  يَّ رِّ مۡ  ذ  مۡ  َعلَىٰٓ  َوأَۡشَہَده  ہ  س 

ۡدَنآ   َۛبلَىٰ  َقال وا    ۖب َربِّك مۡ  أَلَۡست   أَنف   َيۡومَ  َتق ول وا   أَن  َۛشه 

َمة   ـٰ ا ٱۡلق َي ا إ نَّ نَّ َذا َعۡن  ڪ  ـٰ ف ل ينَ  َه ـٰ َغ ) (And (remember) when your Lord brought forth from the Children of Adam, 

from their loins, their seed (or from Adam's loin his offspring) and made them testify as to themselves 

(saying): "Am I not your Lord?" They said: "Yes! We testify," lest you should say on the Day of 

Resurrection: "Verily, we have been unaware of this.") 

 Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is able to take the offspring of Adam (as) from his back in the form of atoms. All 

were asked ‘am I not your Rabb?’. What is the response, ‘Yes we bear witness’. This is the fitra that 

our Rabb is Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). In this life we will get tested if we truly believe this.   

Parables in Surah Al ‘Araf ( األعراف سورة في األمثال ) 

Parable of the dog (الكلب) 

Surah Al ‘Araf 175-176: ( َن ٱۡلَغاوَ  ن  َفَكاَن م  ـٰ ۡيَط ۡنَها َفأَۡتَبَعه  ٱلشَّ ت َنا َفٱنَسلََخ م  ـٰ ه  َءاَي ـٰ ٓى َءاَتۡيَن ۡم َنَبأَ ٱلَّذ  يَن ٱۡتل  َعلَۡيه  ه  ( ١٤٢)و  ـٰ ۡئَنا لََرَفۡعَن َولَۡو ش 

َبَع َهَوٰٮه   ه  ۥۤ أَۡخلََد إ لَى ٱأۡلَۡرض  َوٱتَّ نَّ ك  ـٰ ۡڪه  َيۡلَهث َفَمَثل ه  ۥ َكمَ  ۚب َہا َولَ ۡل َعلَۡيه  َيۡلَهۡث أَۡو َتۡتر  ت َنا َۚثل  ٱۡلڪَۡلب  إ ن َتۡحم  ـٰ اَاَي ب وا  بـ 
يَن َكذَّ لل َك َمَثل  ٱۡلَقۡوم  ٱلَّذ 

  ۚ ذَّ

وَن  ر  (١٤٢)َفٱۡقص ص  ٱۡلَقَصَص لََعلَّه ۡم َيَتَفكَّ ) (And recite (O Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) to them the story of him to whom We 

gave Our Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), but he threw them away, so 

Shaitân (Satan) followed him up, and he became of those who went astray. (175) And had We willed, 

We would surely have elevated him therewith but he clung to the earth and followed his own vain 

desire. So his parable is the parable of a dog: if you drive him away, he lolls his tongue out, or if you 

leave him alone, he (still) lolls his tongue out. Such is the parable of the people who reject Our Ayât 
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(proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.). So relate the stories, perhaps they may 

reflect (176)) 

 This parable is about a man whom Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) taught him knowledge of the book and 

became a very great scholar. A person needs to preserve the knowledge given to him, and this 

knowledge is like skin, it preserves the person and shows ones noble manners and deeds. May Allah 

 increase us in knowledge. Ameen.  But he shed his ‘skin’ like a snake, he left the Book (سبحانه وتعالى)

of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) behind his back. As if he took off the ‘gown of knowledge’. Knowledge protects 

you from your nafs, shaitan and desires. When he took off his ‘gown’, who followed him? The 

shaitan. He went from being a guided scholar, guiding and teaching others, to being to the lowest of 

the lowest and misguiding others. May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) protect us. Ameen. This is a scary parable 

for those in knowledge.  

 Knowledge elevates one in the duniya and akhira, but he didn’t take this knowledge and was 

humiliated. What made him to shed the knowledge and the Quran? His concern became the people, 

food, drink – his motive became the duniya and he followed his desires. He’s like a dog who’s always 

panting with his tongue out – he’s never satisfied. Whether he’s threatened or on the loose – he’s 

always panting. He’s never satisfied from the duniya. People without knowledge get bored from the 

duniya, but it’s said the one who had knowledge and lost it ends up loving the duniya more than the 

people of the duniya as a punishment, istaghfar Allah. May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) protect us from this 

state. Ameen.  

Parable of the camel (الجمل) 

Surah Al ‘Araf 40: ( ينَ  إ نَّ  ب وا   ٱلَّذ  ت َنا َكذَّ ـٰ اَاَي وا   بـ  َمآء   أَۡبَولب   لَه مۡ  ح  ت َفتَّ  ََل  َعۡنَہا َوٱۡسَتۡكَبر  ل ونَ  َوََل  ٱلسَّ ةَ  َيۡدخ    ۚٱۡلخ َياط   َسمِّ  ف ى ٱۡلَجَمل   َيل جَ  َحتَّىٰ  ٱۡلَجنَّ

ى َوَڪَذلل كَ  ينَ  َنۡجز  م  ۡجر  ٱۡلم  ) (Verily, those who belie Our Ayât (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, 

revelations) and treat them with arrogance, for them the gates of heaven will not be opened, and they 

will not enter Paradise until the camel goes through the eye of the needle (which is impossible). Thus do 

We recompense the Mujrimûn (criminals, polytheists, and sinners).) 

 This is a parable of those who belied the ayat and were arrogant towards them. It’s impossible for 

the first heaven to open for such people and enter paradise. They didn’t know Who is Allah ( سبحانه

 and they didn’t love him, so the doors of the heavens will not open for them – this is their (وتعالى

recompense.  

 If a camel, as big as it is, can enter the eye of the needle – which is something impossible – then it’s 

just as impossible for those who disbelieved and belied ayat Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) to enter paradise. 

May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) protect us from the hellfire. Ameen. 

May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) protect us and keep us firm. Ameen.  


