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Surah An Nahl ( النحل سورة ) – Ayat 73 to 75 

Ayah 73 – ( َوٲِت َوٱۡۡلَۡرِض  ـٰ َم َن ٱلسه ا مِّ
ِ َما ََل َيۡملُِك لَُهۡم ِرۡزق ً۬ ا َوََل َيۡسَتِطيُعونَ َوَيۡعُبُدوَن ِمن ُدوِن ٱَّلله َشۡيـ  ً۬ ) (And they 

worship others besides Allâh,- such as do not and cannot own any provision for them from 

the heavens or the earth.) 

 A person is either grateful or ungrateful, but not both. And the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) stressed for women 

to give more sadaqah because they’re ungrateful to those near them and those doing good to them.  

 ( ِ  gave us blessings (سبحانه وتعالى) Allah :(-,And they worship others besides Allâh) (َوَيۡعُبُدوَن ِمن ُدوِن ٱَّلله

and we need to show our gratitude by worshipping Him, but people are taking others than Allah 

 to worship and this is ingratitude. When actions come out of love and magnification (سبحانه وتعالى)

then this is worship. Anything being worshipped besides Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) doesn’t deserve it, why? 

 (ا َوٲِت َوٱۡۡلَۡرِض َشۡيـ  ً۬ ـٰ َم َن ٱلسه ا مِّ
 such as do not own any provision for them from the) (َما ََل يَ ۡملُِك لَُهۡم ِرۡزق ً۬

heavens or the earth.): they don’t own any provision, no one owns any provision, even if you see 

them with money or power. Only Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is The Provider, and He provides to whomever 

He wills. People are just means. If you get something or not, it’s not because of anyone. Our test in 

life is ( هللا اال اله ال ). Only Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is able to give and withhold from you. We need thank the 

people but in our hearts we need to believe it’s only from Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). When a person smiles 

to you this is actually a provision from Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), and Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) owns even the 

small things. Sometimes we have problems with our husbands and children thinking why didn’t they 

do this for me? Ask Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) to give you because they don’t own the provision. 

 ( ََوََل َيۡسَتِطيُعون) (and cannot): they don’t own the provision and they will never be able to. So call and 

invoke Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) to provide you. You will notice rizq is mentioned often in Surah An Nahl.  

Ayah 74 – ( ِ ٱۡۡلَۡمَثالَ  َ َيۡعلَُم َوََنُتۡم ََل َتۡعلَُمونَ  َۚفََل َتۡضِرُبوْا َّلِله
 So put not forward similitudes for Allâh) ( ِِنه ٱَّلله

(as there is nothing similar to Him, nor He resembles anything). Truly! Allâh knows and you 

know not.) 

 ( ۚ  َٱۡۡلَۡمَثال ِ  So put not forward similitudes for Allâh (as there is nothing similar to Him, nor) (َفََل َتۡضِرُبوْا َّلِله

He resembles anything).): don’t make similitudes or put forth any resemblances of the creation to 

the Creator. Don’t say someone is similar to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) in any of the attributes, istaghfar 

Allah. No one is like Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) in anything. In this ayah ( َۚٱۡۡلَۡمَثال ) does not parables but 

resemblances. There is no example of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) in this world, no one is merciful or all-

knowing like Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). No one can even reach to what the messengers did, so what about 

trying to reach to what the Creator does? Subhan Allah. There is no comparison at all. Making 

anything similar to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is shirk.  

 ( ََيۡعلَُم َوََنُتۡم ََل َتۡعلَُمون َ
 knows (سبحانه وتعالى) only Allah :(.Truly! Allâh knows and you know not) (ِِنه ٱَّلله

what is the best example to give about Himself and we don’t know. We can’t say things about Allah 

 without knowledge. You will find many ayat in Surah An Nahl regarding knowledge as (سبحانه وتعالى)

well. What is the connection between knowledge and gratitude? When you have knowledge then 

you’ll be grateful. The ones who are arrogant and committing shirk have no knowledge, thus they’re 
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ungrateful. May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) increase us in knowledge. Ameen. Even the worst age is when 

you know and then you don’t know.   

Ayah 75 – ( ا َفُهَو 
ا ِرۡزق ا َحَسن ً۬ ُه ِمنه ـٰ َزۡقَن ا َله َيۡقِدُر َعلَٰى َشۡىء ً۬ َوَمن ره

ۡملُوك ً۬ ا مه ُ َمَثَل  َعۡبد ً۬
اَضَرَب ٱَّلله ا َوَجۡهر 

ۡل  ُۖينفُِق ِمۡنُه ِسر  ً۬ ََ  

ِ  َۚيۡسَتُو ۥنَ  ۡم ََل َيۡعلَُمونَ  ۚ ٱۡلَحۡمُد َّلِله َُ َثُر ۡۡ  Allâh puts forward the example; a slave under the) ( َبۡل ََ

possession of another, he has no power of any sort, and (the other), a man on whom We 

have bestowed a good provision from Us, and he spends thereof secretly and openly. Can 

they be equal? (By no means). All the praises and thanks are to Allâh. Nay! (But) most of 

them know not.) 

 (  َمَثَل ُ
 ,is giving a parable for Himself (سبحانه وتعالى) Allâh puts forward the example: Allah) (َضَرَب ٱَّلله

subhan Allah. We can’t do this because only Allah ( نه وتعالىسبحا ) can say about Himself. The parable is 

about those who worship Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and those who don’t.  

 ( ً۬ ا َله َيۡقِدُر َعلَٰى َشۡىء
ۡملُوك ً۬ ا مه  :(,a slave under the possession of another, he has no power of any sort) (َعۡبد ً۬

you have a slave, that’s owned and doesn’t own anything, and he has no power to do anything.  

 ( ا ۖ ا َوَجۡهر 
ا َفُهَو ُينِفُق ِمۡنُه ِسر  ً۬

ا ِرۡزق ا َحَسن ً۬ ُه ِمنه ـٰ َزۡقَن  and (the other), a man on whom We have) (َوَمن ره

bestowed a good provision from Us, and he spends thereof secretly and openly.): and the other 

person is provided by Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) with a good provision, so his provision is halal. In addition 

to this, the person is generous. He’s spending from this provision in secret and public.  

 Look at the two examples, one is a slave that doesn’t own anything and the other is free who is rich 

and generous all the time. 

 ( ۡل َيۡسَتُو ۥنَ  ۚ ََ ) (Can they be equal? (By no means).): can these two be equal? Absolutely not because 

they’re opposite in every way, one is a slave the other is free, one doesn’t own and the other is rich, 

one can’t do anything and the other is giving all the time. Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is showing us anyone 

worshipping other than Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is actually worshipping a slave who doesn’t own anything 

and can’t do anything, subhan Allah. How can that be equal to worshipping the Creator Who owns 

everything and is able to do everything? He gives generously day and night and it doesn’t affect His 

richness. No one is in the position of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), no one else can be worshipped. That’s why 

it’s complete ingratitude to commit shirk and make the creation like the Creator, istaghfar Allah.   

 ( ۚ  ِ  so are they equal? No, alhamdulliah there is no :(.All the praises and thanks are to Allâh) (ٱۡلَحۡمُد َّلِله

resemblance, alhamdulliah they’re not equal. Imagine if you are worshipping other gods, you don’t 

know who to go to because they’re just like each other. Or sometimes you have job offers or 

marriage proposals that are good and you don’t know what to choose. But alhamdulliah there is no 

one like Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) so it’s easy to choose. You praise Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) because there is no 

like Him. You will never regret it or be disappointed when you worship Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), but you 

will regret it and be disappointed when you worship other than Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). 

 ( َۡم ََل َيۡعلَُمون َُ َثُر ۡۡ  but the problem is the majority of people :((.Nay! (But) most of them know not) (َبۡل ََ

don’t know the truth, subhan Allah. If they knew, then they would not commit shirk or be 

ungrateful. When we have knowledge then we will not commit shirk and we will be grateful. May 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) increase us in knowledge. Ameen. Gratitude is not just a claim but a feeling.  

Alhamdulliah Rabb Al ‘Alameen 


