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Surah An Nahl ( النحل سورة ) – Ayah 76 

Ayah 76 – ( ُجلَۡيِن أََحُدُهَمآ أَۡبڪَُم ََل َيۡقِدُر َعَلٰى َشۡىء ً۬ َوُهَو َڪلٌّ   ره
ُ َمَثلاً۬ ههُّ ََل َيۡأِت ِبَخۡير  َوَضَرَب ٱَّلله  َهۡل  َۖعَلٰى َمۡولَٰٮُه أَۡيَنَما ُيَوجِّ

ۡسَتقِيم   َۙيۡسَتِوى ُهَو َوَمن َيۡأُمُر ِبٱۡلَعۡدلِ   مُّ
َرط ٍ۬ ً۬ ِِ  And Allâh puts forward (another) example of two) ( َوُهَو َعلَٰى 

men, one of them dumb, who has no power over anything (disbeliever), and he is a burden 

on his master, whichever way he directs him, he brings no good. Is such a man equal to one 

(believer in the Islâmic Monotheism) who commands justice, and is himself on a Straight 

Path?) 

 ( ُِجلَۡين  ره
ُ َمَثلاً۬

 when Allah (swt) :(,And Allâh puts forward (another) example of two men) (َوَضَرَب ٱَّلله

gives an example then it means it’s the best of examples.  

 ( ٓأََحُدُهَما(one of them): you will find how this person is useless and you will see his qualities increase 

in disadvantage.  

o ( ُأَۡبڪَم)) (dumb,): he doesn’t listen or speak. There is no communication whatsoever. We ask 

Allah (swt) for the well-being. Ameen.  

o ( ً۬ ََل َيۡقِدُر َعَلٰى َشۡىء) (who has no power over anything (disbeliever),): in addition, he doesn’t 

have the power to do anything. He’s disabled totally that he can’t even communicate by 

signs. Even if he sees you doing something, he can’t do it, subhan Allah.  

o ( َُوُهَو َڪلٌّ َعلَٰى َمۡولَٰٮه) (and he is a burden on his master,): in addition he’s a burden to his 

master. From this attribute, it shows this person is a servant with a master. This means he 

needs to serve the master, but why would a master have a servant like this? There’s no 

sense to keep someone like this. Similarly, those mushrikeen who take idols then it’s only a 

burden on them, they need to clean them, wash them, carry them, subhan Allah. There are 

no advantages whatsoever. He can’t eat by himself, so he needs his master to feed him, he 

needs his master to wash him. It shows how they’re just a burden on them, subhan Allah.  

o ( ههُّ ََل َيۡأِت بَِخۡير   ۖ  he needs to take :(.whichever way he directs him, he brings no good) (أَۡيَنَما ُيَوجِّ

his hands to do anything. Imagine the master has to hold the servant’s hands to do 

everything, subhan Allah. Even when he directs him to do anything, he doesn’t even do it 

right. It shows how he’s a completely useless servant. And this is an example of anyone 

other than Allah (swt) who is made into a god and is worshipped; he’s like this servant. He 

can’t communicate, he can’t help you, he’s burdensome, and he can’t do anything, subhan 

Allah. People doing shirk are miserable because they’re always feeling burdened and 

worried about their idols. It really shows you the danger and ugliness of shirk. What is this 

god that is a burden and you’re worried about it? Subhan Allah. Allah (swt) wants you to 

worship Him stress-free. You don’t need to worry about feeding Him, you just need to worry 

about your faith and taqwa. Allah (swt) will not forgive someone who dies on shirk without 

repenting and will abide in the hellfire forever. That’s why shirk is something heavy, may 

Allah (swt) protect us from all shirk. Ameen. Free yourself from the slavery of other than 

Allah (swt). Shirk is unnatural, it’s a crime, it’s a burden and it’s useless. When you worship 

Allah (swt), you need to worry about yourself. But anyone worshipping other than Allah 
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(swt) is worrying about their idols. People go to shirk because they’re hasty, they want 

something in front of them. That’s why faith is important.  

 (َهۡل َيۡسَتوِ ى ُهَو َوَمن) (Is such a man equal to one (believer in the Islâmic Monotheism) who): here is 

the example of the other man. Can the first one be equal to someone who: 

o ( ۙ  َِيۡأُمُر بِٱۡلَعۡدل) (commands justice,): commands, and when someone commands then it means 

he’s a master, has power, can talk, hears, he has a mind, knowledge, wisdom, position, 

status, he has a will, ability. Imagine with one word (َيۡأُمر) (commands) – you have all of this 

and more. And when he commands, he commands with justice and this shows perfection. 

He will command with goodness, not with harshness and oppression. It shows he’s 

beneficial to others, he’s reforming society without desires, spreading goodness, and he will 

be loved because he’s dealing justly with everyone.  

o (  ۡسَتقِيم  مُّ
َرط ٍ۬ ً۬ ِِ  and he himself is on the Straight :(?and is himself on a Straight Path) (َوُهَو َعلَٰى 

Path, he’s guided. And when he’s on the Straight Path then it shows he has knowledge and 

actions. These two qualities are important together. This is a very perfect picture and it’s 

sufficient.  

 Can these two examples be the same? And Allah (swt) didn’t give an answer because anyone who 

has a mind will say ‘no they’re not the same’. If a person doesn’t get it from the parable, then what 

else can make him get it? Subhan Allah. Allah (swt) is giving us parables and stories to make matters 

simplified for us. Sometimes when people hear stories, they don’t take it personally – it’s Firaoun or 

Samiree, but with a parable it’s so clear. Why are you keeping idols in your life? Because Allah (swt) 

is telling us the example of an idol is a slave, he’s disabled and can’t do anything for you. There are 

two parables about shirk back to back in this surah. If someone is still committing shirk after this 

then he should be scared. May Allah (swt) protect us from shirk. Ameen.   

 On a side note, bees have a means for self-defense which is their stinger. People are scared of bees 

because of this. If anyone disturbs their work and the purity of their production then they will sting, 

and when they sting they will die, subhan Allah. They don’t want anything to disturb the purity of 

the honey, subhan Allah. It shows you to never come close to shirk. You need to defend yourself 

from shirk because it’s so scary, it will affect your heart. How can you be grateful if you’re not afraid 

of the ‘sting’ of shirk? Subhan Allah. It will affect your purity and the best defense is knowledge. 

Surah An Nahl mentions many warnings and these warnings are blessings themselves. We need to 

ask Allah (swt) to protect us from shirk, and shirk is not only about idols. The devils see what attracts 

the people, so it can be very subtle.  

 When you worship freely then you’ll enjoy your worship. And it’s important to have tawakkul and 

trust in the One Who is able. Allah (swt) commands to all goodness and He wants us to be on the 

Straight Path. Tawwakul is the top of worships and gratitude. The one who relies on Allah (swt) will 

enter paradise with no account or torment. The one doing tawwakul will rely on Allah (swt) for every 

big and small. When he wants to drink water, he relies on Allah (swt), when he wants to quit the sin, 

he relies on Allah (swt).   

May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) help us to be grateful and make us from the muttawakileen. Ameen.  

 


