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Surah An Nahl ( النحل سورة ) – Ayat 79 to 80 

Ayah 79 – (  ُ
َمآِء َما ُيۡمِسُكُهنَّ إَِّلَّ ٱّللَّ َرٲت ٍ۬ فِى َجوِّ ٱلسَّ ۡيِر ُمَسخَّ ۡۡ  ۗأَلَۡم َيَرۡوْا إِلَى ٱلطَّ ۡوم ٍ۬ ُي

ََ ت ٍ۬ لِّ ٰت ََي ََ  ََ ٲلِ ََ ِمُنونَ  إِنَّ فِى  ) (Do they 

not see the birds held (flying) in the midst of the sky? None holds them but Allâh [none gave 

them the ability to fly but Allâh]. Verily, in this are clear Ayat (proofs and signs) for people 

who believe (in the Oneness of Allâh).) 

 ( ۗ ۡيِر  wants us to use (سبحانه وتعالى) do they not see? So Allah :(Do they not see the birds) (أَلَمۡ  َيَرۡوْا إِلَى ٱلطَّ

our eyes to look at the birds and be grateful. What should you look at specifically? How the birds fly. 

Flying is more than just walking on earth. When you you’re told about birds, what first comes to 

your mind? Tawwakul and tawwakul is the top of gratitude because you’re so grateful that you’re 

relying on Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) for everything. Hadith: ( ن   ُعَمرَ  َعن   ، ب  اب   وسلم عليه ّللا صلى ّللاَّ   َرُسولُ  َقالَ  َقالَ  ال َخطَّ

ُكم   لَو    "   ُتم   أَنَّ لُونَ  ُكن  ل ه   َحقَّ  ّللاَّ   َعلَى َتَوكَّ ُتم   َتَوكُّ ق  َزقُ  َكَما لَُرز  رُ  ُتر  ي  ُدو الطَّ  Umar bin Al-Khattab') ( "  ب َطاًنا َوَتُروحُ  خ َماًصا َتغ 

narrated that the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: "If you were to rely upon Allah with the required 

reliance, then He would provide for you just as a bird is provided for, it goes out in the morning 

empty, and returns full.") - Jami` at-Tirmidhi 2344 

 ( ٍ۬ َرٲت  subjected flying for the birds, how? Whether it’s the (سبحانه وتعالى) Allah :(held (flying)) (ُمَسخَّ

wind, their two wings, head. But Allah ( لىسبحانه وتعا ) is telling us don’t look at the means but how 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) subjected flying for them. Similarly, Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) subjected walking, writing, 

typing, praying, etc. – all for us.  

 ( َِمآء  subjected the (سبحانه وتعالى) what makes the birds fly? Allah :(?in the midst of the sky) (فِى َجوِّ ٱلسَّ

environment for them; they’re controlled in the sky. If Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) didn’t subject the 

environment for them then they would be falling, subhan Allah.  

 (  ُ
 only :(.None holds them but Allâh [none gave them the ability to fly but Allâh]) (َما ُيۡمِسُكُهنَّ إَِّلَّ ٱّللَّ

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is holding the birds. He is The First. Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is telling us that we can’t 

do anything without Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) subjecting the environment to us in order to do what we 

need to do. Everything is ( باهلل اال قوة ال و حول ال ) – there is no might and power except with Allah ( سبحانه

 subjected the atmosphere and air for the birds to fly, so what about you (سبحانه وتعالى) If Allah .(وتعالى

o human? Will He not subject the earth in order you worship Him? Subhan Allah. If Allah ( سبحانه

 wasn’t holding the birds then you wouldn’t see a single bird flying, subhan Allah. In previous (وتعالى

ayat Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) mentions He subjected the sea in order for the ships to sail and the stars are 

subjected by the command of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). So to be grateful is to see everything around you 

and relate it back to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى).  

 ( َِمُنون ۡۡ ۡوم ٍ۬ ُي
ََ ت ٍ۬ لِّ ٰت ََي ََ  ََ ٲلِ ََ  Verily, in this are clear Ayat (proofs and signs) for people who believe) (إِنَّ فِى 

(in the Oneness of Allâh).): the disbelievers see the birds, ships and sky but they don’t see it as ayat 

to increase in faith. The ones who believe in Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and His perfect attributes then the 

birds will be an ayah for them. Those who don’t believe in Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) will only believe in the 

means, subhan Allah. ( َِمُنون ۡۡ ۡوم ٍ۬ ُي
ََ  shows it’s those who constantly refresh their faith. The people of (لِّ

understanding see that nothing in this world is made in vain. The difference between science and 

faith is science is telling you about the creation itself, but faith tells you about Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and 

His actions. The ones who don’t believe look at these birds and see it only as an enjoyment for the 
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eyes, but there is no movement of the heart, subhan Allah. For example, two people can be looking 

at the same picture and one says ‘I see a lady’, but another says ‘I saw beauty in it, it shows a person 

has knowledge, talent, etc’. The one who relates it back to Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) can never stop talking 

about it.  

Ayah 80 – ( ا َتۡسَتخِ 
ِم ُبُيوت ٍ۬ ٰت َۡنَع َۡ ن ُجلُوِد ٱ ا َوَجَعلَ لَُكم مِّ

ۢن ُبُيوتِڪُۡم َسَكن ٍ۬ ُ َجَعلَ لَُكم مِّ  َوِمۡن  ۙفُّوَنَها َيۡوَم َظۡعنُِكۡم َوَيۡوَم إَِقاَمتِڪُمۡ َوٱّللَّ

ا إِلَىت ِحين ٍ۬  ع  ٰت ا َوَمَت
ث ٍ۬ ٰت  ,And Allâh has made for you in your homes an abode) (أَۡصَوافَِها َوأَۡوَباِرَها َوأَۡشَعاِرَهآ أََث

and made for you out of the hides of the cattle (tents for) dwelling, which you find so light 

(and handy) when you travel and when you stay (in your travels), and of their wool, fur, and 

hair (sheep wool, camel fur, and goat hair), a furnishings and articles of convenience (e.g. 

carpets, blankets), a comfort for a while.) 

 Ayat 80 and 81 are about Allah’s favors. You will notice in these two ayat  - (َجَعلَ لَُكم) (has made for 

you) – is mentioned 5 times, subhan Allah. ( ََجَعل) means it wasn’t like that but Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) 

made it for you. And this makes you feel you’re drowning in favors so you’ll be grateful. Imagine 

someone tells you ‘I made this for you’, how will you feel? Humbled, special, and happy.  

 (ا
ۢن ُبُيوتِڪُۡم َسَكن ٍ۬ ُ َجَعلَ لَُكم مِّ  when you go to :(,And Allâh has made for you in your homes an abode) (َوٱّللَّ

your house, do you have any feelings? Yes, you feel peace and at rest, it’s not just a building. And it’s 

Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) Who has made these feelings, subhan Allah. Similar to husband and wife, it’s not 

just two persons but people with feelings for each other. Allah ( وتعالىسبحانه  ) made the homes (ا
 (َسَكن ٍ۬

for you – tranquil and restful. The word ( ٍ۬ َسَكن) also means something that is still after moving (  ثبوت

تحرك بعد الشيء ). This is to remind us to appreciate our homes because had it not been for Allah ( سبحانه

 to put the feelings inside the house, we wouldn’t find it restful, alhamdulliah. The home is (وتعالى

also a shelter, covering you and your family. People don’t see what’s going on inside the house. The 

homes are concealment because homes are secrets. You’re not supposed to expose the secrets 

inside the house. Even when you enter a person’s house, you don’t stand directly in front of the 

door.  

 ( ا َتۡسَتِخفُّوَنَها َيۡوَم َظۡعنُِكۡم َوَيۡوَم إَِقاَمتِڪُمۡ  ۙ
ِم ُبُيوت ٍ۬ ٰت َۡنَع َۡ ن ُجلُوِد ٱ  and made for you out of the hides of) (َوَجَعلَ لَُكم مِّ

the cattle (tents for) dwelling, which you find so light (and handy) when you travel and when you 

stay (in your travels),): Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) even made portable homes for you such as tents. It was 

mentioned before there are benefits from cattle and there’s a lesson from them. Even the skin of 

the cattle is subjected for you, subhan Allah. And notice it’s cattle that are subjected and not wild 

animals. So you have both permanent and portable houses. So even when you travel you’ll take 

these portable homes with you, you’re always covered.  

 (ا
ث ٍ۬ ٰت  and of their wool, fur, and hair (sheep wool, camel fur, and goat) (َوِمۡن أَۡصَوافَِها َوأَۡوَباِرَها َوأَۡشَعاِرَهآ أََث

hair), a furnishings): ( ِأَۡصَواف) is the wool of the sheep (الغنم), ( ِأَۡوَبار) is the fur of the camel (األبل), 

 Notice you can use the hide of the cattle for tents and now .(المعز) is  the hair of the goat (أَۡشَعاِرَهآ )

even deeper are the hairs and furs of the cattle. It truly makes you grateful and not complain. (ا
ث ٍ۬ ٰت  (أََث

means furniture that is in sets and fills your home. It comes from the word (أث) which means 

‘abundance’. Imagine we’re in an exam hall, normally you just need a pen, but look how Allah ( سبحانه
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 has beautified our ‘exam hall’ for us, subhan Allah. When you know all of this, even when you (وتعالى

see the furniture, you remember it’s all from Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and this purifies the heart. 

 ( ٍ۬ ا إِلَىت ِحين ع  ٰت  though :(.and articles of convenience (e.g. carpets, blankets), a comfort for a while) (َوَمَت

all of these furnitures are only a provision for some time, you will not take it with you.  

May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) help us to be grateful. Ameen.  

 


