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Taddabur of the Quran ( القرآن تدبر ) – English Translation – Surah Al Anfal – Day 20 

Names of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) mentioned in Surah Al ‘Araf ( األعراف سورة في هللا أسماء ) 

 عليم سميع  

 رحيم غفور  

 العالمين رب  

 الغافرين خير  

 الحاكمين خير  

 الفاتحين خير  

 الراحمين أرحم  

 

Background about Surah Al Anfal ( األنفال سورة ) 

 The word ‘Anfal’ (أنفال) means booty that comes without struggle (الغنائم). (نفل) means something 

extra, it’s not the main goal but it’s something extra you get. 

 Surah Al Anfal is a Medaniah surah (مدنية). It has other names including: 

o Surah of Striving ( الجهاد سورة ) 

o Surah of Badr ( البدر سورة )   

 After the Companions were granted victory in Badr, a misunderstanding happened between them 

regarding the anfal – the booty, so Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) revealed this surah.  

 This teaches us to not dispute over the duniya and be happy with Allah’s favors.  

Theme of Surah Al Anfal ( األساسي المحور ) 

 Laws of victory ( النصر قوانين ) 

Surah Al Anfal Overview ( األنفال سورة محاور ) 

1. Divine laws of victory ( الربانية القوانين ) – Ayat 1 to 40 

o ( هللا عند من اال النصر وما ) – Victory is only from Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) 

2. Material laws of victory ( المادية القوانين ) – Ayat 41 to 75 

o استطعتم ما له واعدوا  – Prepare what you can 

o الخيل رباط ومن قوة من  – From power and artillery  

 This shows we need balance.  

Connection between Surah Al ‘Araf and Surah Al Anfal  

 The end of Surah ‘Araf is telling you your concern should be worshipping Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and 

Surah Al Anfal is telling you to remain on this concern because you will become victorious with it. 

But you will fail if your concern becomes the ‘anfal’ – whether it’s wealth, status, position, etc.   

Taddabur of Surah Al Anfal ( األنفال سورة تدبر ) 

1. Story of Battle of Badr ( بدر غزوة - القصص ) 

2. Characteristics (الصفات) – believers  
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3. Addresses (النداءات) 

o O you who believe ( آمنوا الذين أيها يا ) 

o O Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) ( النبي أيها يا ) 

4. Repeated words, we will look at (اعلموا) – ‘know’ ( اعلموا - المتكررة الكلمات ) 

5. Laws of victory ( النصر قوانين ) 

6. Dua’as (الدعاء) 

Characteristics of the believers ( المؤمنين صفات ) 

Surah Al Anfal 1-4: ( ُسولِ  َۖيۡسـ َلُوَنَك َعِن ٱۡۡلَنَفالِ  ِ َوٱلره ه ِِ َ َوأَۡصلُِحوا  َذاَت َبۡينُُِمۡ  ۖ قُِل ٱۡۡلَنَفاُل  ِه قُوا  ٱ َ َوَرُسولَُه ۤ  ِِن ُكنُتم  ۖ َفتته ِه  َوأَِطيُعوا  ٱ

ۡؤِمنِيَن  ُتُه ۤ َزاَدتۡ ( ١)مُّ ـٰ ُ َوِجلَۡت قُلُوُبُہۡم َوَِِذا ُتلَِيۡت َعلَۡيِہۡم َءاَي ِه َما ٱۡلُمۡؤِمُنوَن ٱلهِذيَن َِِذا ُذِكَر ٱ لُوَن ِِنه ِهۡم َيَتَوكه ا َوَعلَٰى َربِّ ن ً۬ ـٰ ٱلهِذيَن ُيقِيُموَن ( ٢)ُہۡم ِِيَم

ُهۡم ُينفِقُوَن  ـٰ ا َرَزۡقَن لَٰوَة َوِممه ا( ٣)ٱلصه
ٰٓٮ َِك ُهُم ٱۡلُمۡؤِمُنوَن َحق  ً۬ ـٰ لَ ِريم ً۬  ۚأُو  ََ ِهۡم َوَمۡغفَِرة ً۬ َوِرۡز ٌ۬ ً۬  ت  ِعنَد َربِّ ـٰ (٤) لههُۡم َدَرَج ) (They ask you (O 

Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) about the spoils of war. Say: "The spoils are for Allâh and the Messenger." So fear 

Allâh and adjust all matters of difference among you, and obey Allâh and His Messenger (Muhammad 

 if you are believers. (1) The believers are only those who, when Allâh is mentioned, feel a fear in ,(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص

their hearts and when His Verses (this Qur'ân) are recited unto them, they (i.e. the Verses) increase their 

Faith; and they put their trust in their Lord (Alone); (2) Who perform As-Salât (Iqâmat-as-Salât) and 

spend out of that We have provided them. (3) It is they who are the believers in truth. For them are 

grades of dignity with their Lord, and Forgiveness and a generous provision (Paradise). (4)) 

 The person should remove any reason that can cause friction between the people. The concern of 

the believer is Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) and to worship Him, and not get affected by the anfal.  

 (ِنما) shows they’re drowning in belief.  

Characteristics of the believers: 

1. ( قلوبهم وجلت هللا ذكر اذا ): When Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is mentioned their hearts are fearful. Fear is a shield 

from disobedience. If you fear Allah (سبحانه وتعالى), then you won’t lie, you won’t be disobedient.  

2. ( ِيمانا زادتهم آيته عليهم تليت اذا و ): anytime they hear the Quran, their faith increases, subhan Allah. It 

shows when the Quran is recited, they listen and their hearts are present to reflect upon it and do 

taddabur. Taddabur is from the actions of the heart. When there’s something they don’t 

understand, and then they understand it causes the faith to increase. Or they’re reminded of 

something so it increases them in faith. Or they long to do something when it’s mentioned so they 

increase in faith. May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) make us true believers. Ameen.  

3. ( يتوكلون ربهم وعلى ): they put their trust and depend on Allah (سبحانه وتعالى). It shows they’re the highest 

level of believers. They have full trust Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) will bring all goodness to them and avert all 

harm from them. Tawwakul is a high level because they are the ones who enter paradise with no 

account or torment. May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) make us among them. Ameen.  

4. ( الصالة يقيمون ): they establish the prayers 

5. ( ينفقون رزقناهم ومما ): and they give the zakat, they spend on their household and relatives foremost.  

 So from their characteristics, you find inner and outer qualities.  
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Surah Al Anfal 74-75: ( اَوٱلهِذيَن َءاَمُنوا  
ٰٓٮ َِك ُهُم ٱۡلُمۡؤِمُنوَن َحق  ً۬ ـٰ لَ ا  أُو  َنَصُروٰٓ ِ َوٱلهِذيَن َءاَووا  وه ِه َهُدوا  فِى َسبِيِل ٱ ـٰ ۡغفَِرة ً۬  َۚوَهاَجُروا  َوَج  لهُهم مه

 َكِريم ً۬ 
ٰٓٮ ِ ( ٤٤)َوِرۡز ٌ۬ ً۬ ـٰ لَ َهُدوا  َمَعُكۡم َفأُو  ـٰ ِ  َۚك ِمنُكمۡ َوٱلهِذيَن َءاَمُنوا  ِمۢن َبۡعُد َوَهاَجُروا  َوَج ِه ِب ٱ ـٰ ً۬ فِى ِكَت لُوا  ٱۡۡلَۡرَحاِم َبۡعُضُہۡم أَۡولَٰى بَِبۡع ٍ۬  َ  ۗ َوأُو  ِه  ِِنه ٱ

(٤٧)بُِكلِّ َشۡىء  َعلِيُمۢ  ) (And those who believed, and emigrated and strove hard in the Cause of Allâh, as well 

as those who gave (them) asylum and aid; - these are the believers in truth, for them is forgiveness and 

Rizqun Karîm (a generous provision i.e. Paradise). (74) And those who believed afterwards, and 

emigrated and strove hard along with you, (in the Cause of Allâh) they are of you. But kindred by blood 

are nearer to one another (regarding inheritance) in the decree ordained by Allâh. Verily, Allâh is the All-

Knower of everything. (75)) 

 They believe :(آمنوا) .1

 They left a disbelieving land to a believing land, or they left the sins :(هاجروا) .2

3. ( هللا سبيل في جاهدوا ): They struggle for the sake of Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) 

  gave refuge :(آووا) .4

 and gave help and victory :(نصروا) .5

Addresses in Surah Al Anfal ( األنفال سورة في النداءات ) 

O you who believe (يا أيها الذين آمنوا) 

Surah Al Anfal 15-16: ( ا َفاَل ُتَولُّوُهُم ٱۡۡلَۡدَباَر  ا  َِِذا لَقِيُتُم ٱلهِذيَن َكَفُروا  َزۡحف ً۬ َها ٱلهِذيَن َءاَمُنوٰٓ ٰٓأَيُّ ـٰ ا َوَمن ُيَولِِّهۡم َيۡوَمٮ ِذ ً۬ ُدُبَرهُ ۤ  ِاِله مُ ( ١٧)َي ف ً۬ َتَحرِّ

مُ  ِ َوَمۡأَوٰٮُه َجَهنه ِه َن ٱ ا ِِلَٰى فَِئة ً۬ َفَقۡد َبآَٰء بَِغَضب ً۬ مِّ ََ ٱۡلَمِصيُر  ۖلِّقَِتال  أَۡو ُمَتَحيِّز  (١١) َوبِۡئ ) (you who believe! When you meet those 

who disbelieve, in a battle-field, never turn your backs to them. (15) And whoever turns his back to 

them on such a day - unless it be a stratagem of war, or to retreat to a troop (of his own), - he indeed 

has drawn upon himself wrath from Allâh. And his abode is Hell, and worst indeed is that destination! 

(16)) 

 Allah ( حانه وتعالىسب ) is commanding His believing slaves to have courage and to take the means to 

strengthen their hearts and bodies. He forbade them from turning back when meeting the enemy in 

battle which is considered a major sin.  

Surah Al Anfal 20-21: ( َ َوَرُسولَُه ۤ وَ  ِه ا  أَِطيُعوا  ٱ َہا ٱلهِذيَن َءاَمُنوٰٓ ٰٓأَيُّ ـٰ َواَل َتُكوُنوا  َكتلهِذيَن َقالُوا  َسِمۡعَنا ( ٢٢)اَل َتَولهۡوا  َعۡنُه َوأَنُتۡم َتۡسَمُعوَن َي

(٢١)َوُهۡم اَل َيۡسَمُعوَن  ) (O you who believe! Obey Allâh and His Messenger, and turn not away from him (i.e. 

Messenger Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) while you are hearing. (20) And be not like those who say: "We have 

heard," but they hear not. (21)) 

 Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) is commanding His believing slaves to obey Him and His messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). They 

should not turn away from the commands while they hear them. For example, they’re told to do 

something and they don’t do it, or they’re told this is haram and they do it. Don’t be like the ones 

who say ‘we hear’ while they don’t hear.  

May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) make our concern His pleasure and worship. Ameen.   


