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Surah An Nahl ( النحل سورة ) – Ayat 90 to 91 

Ayah 90 – ( ِن َوإِيَتآى ِ ِذى ٱۡلُقۡرَبٰى َوَيۡنَهٰى َعِن ٱۡلَفۡحَشآِء َوٱۡلُمنڪَِر وَ  ـٰ َ َيۡأُمُر بِٱۡلَعۡدِل َوٱۡۡلِۡحَس
ۡم لََعََّّڪُۡم  ۚٱۡلَبۡغىِ إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ ُُ ُُ  َيِع

ُرونَ  َُّ  Verily, Allâh enjoins Al-Adl (i.e. justice and worshipping none but Allâh Alone - Islâmic) (َتَذ

Monotheism) and Al-Ihsân and giving (help) to kith and kin (i.e. all that Allâh has ordered you 

to give them e.g., wealth, visiting, looking after them, or any other kind of help): and forbids 

Al-Fahshâ' (i.e all evil deeds, e.g. illegal sexual acts, disobedience of parents, polytheism, to 

tell lies, to give false witness, to kill a life without right), and Al-Munkar (i.e all that is 

prohibited by Islâmic law: polytheism of every kind, disbelief and every kind of evil deeds), 

and Al-Baghy (i.e. all kinds of oppression), He admonishes you, that you may take heed.) 

 AYat 90 to 97: Guidelines for the believers and the good life for them ( لهم الطيبة الحياة و للمؤمنين توجيهات ). 

The more you follow the guidelines of Allah (swt), the more of a good life you will have. May Allah 

(swt) grant us a good life. Ameen. What is the connection between guidelines and this surah? It’s a 

mercy and a blessing for us to have guidelines.  

 This ayah includes all the commands and prohibitions in a concise form, though they’re vast in 

meaning. Sometimes we can’t gather all the commands and prohibitions, so we have to be grateful 

for this ayah.  

 ( َُيۡأُمر َ
 the ayah begins with commands and then prohibitions. Notice the :(Verily, Allâh enjoins) (إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ

commands didn’t appear until telling us of all the blessings and favors of Allah (swt). When you’re 

grateful, then you will have love for the One giving you, so when you’re commanded you’ll do it 

automatically. But when does arguing happen? When you don’t bring anything before it; you just 

command without having prepared for love and gratitude. You will notice this with your children, 

when you tell them to do something without having any feelings of gratitude or love, they don’t take 

it, and they argue instead. You need to make the person feel grateful to Allah (swt) and to love Him. 

Look at how Allah (swt) is telling of us the many blessings and favors, as if the blessings are buzzing 

around us, subhan Allah. Notice the commands come first then the prohibitions. What does Allah 

(swt) command? 

o ( ِبِٱۡلَعۡدل) (Al-Adl (i.e. justice and worshipping none but Allâh Alone - Islâmic Monotheism)): we 

have to be just in Allah’s rights which are the obligations (واجب) – praying five times, fasting, 

zakat, etc. We also have to be just in the people’s rights which are to give them their rights. 

To give your husband’s right, children’s rights, etc. And to be just in dealing with people by 

not cheating or stealing from them.  

o ( ِن ـٰ  you do more than ,(مستحب) here it is referring to the voluntaries :(,and Al-Ihsân) (َوٱۡۡلِۡحَس

the obligations. You benefit the people by you wealth, strength, knowledge, and even doing 

ihsan to the animals. Allah (swt) wrote ihsan on everything ( شيء كل على اإلحسان هللا كتب ), so 

you can do ihsan in everything. Ihsan is also to worship Allah (swt) as if you see Him and if 

you don’t see Him, then He sees you. Allah (swt) wants ihsan from us which is the best we 

can do. For example, to pray five times is ‘adl – justice, but when you pray taraweeh then 

this is ihsan.  
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o ( َٰوإِيَتآى ِ ِذى ٱۡلقُۡرَبى) (and giving (help) to kith and kin (i.e. all that Allâh has ordered you to give 

them e.g., wealth, visiting, looking after them, or any other kind of help):): giving to relatives 

which can include parents, siblings, aunts/uncles. Though this inclusive of being just and 

going  ihsan, but Allah (swt) emphasized the family and relatives in order to keep the ties. 

When family ties are kept, then you’ll be strong and united. Look at the bees, they’re all 

working as one and this is what gives them strength, subhan Allah. They’re productive and 

they produce pure honey in the end.  .  

 It’s important to do your work first because this is justice and then you can help others. For example 

you have a group project, first you need to do your work which is being just and if you find another 

student struggling then you help them and this is ihsan.  

 ( َِوَيۡنَهٰى َعن) (and forbids): Allah (swt) forbids 

o ( ِٱۡلَفۡحَشآء) (Al-Fahshâ' (i.e all evil deeds, e.g. illegal sexual acts, disobedience of parents, 

polytheism, to tell lies, to give false witness, to kill a life without right),): fahsha’ is 

immorality and shameful acts which no mind or sharia accepts it eat like killing, zina, pride, 

arrogance. The prayer forbids from fahsha’ and munkar.  

o ( َِوٱۡلُمنڪَر) (and Al-Munkar (i.e all that is prohibited by Islâmic law: polytheism of every kind, 

disbelief and every kind of evil deeds),): any disobedience related to the right’s of Allah (swt) 

is called munkar ( هللا بحق متعلقة معصية كل ).  

o ( ۚ  َِوٱۡلَبۡغى) (and Al-Baghy (i.e. all kinds of oppression),): any disobedience related to the right’s 

of the people is baghy ( الناس بحق متعلقة معصية كل ), whether backbiting, slandering, stealing, 

thinking bad about the people, etc.  

 ( ۡم ُُ ُُ مۡ ) Allah (swt) :(,He admonishes you) (َيِع ُُ ُُ الوعظ هو ) which means words that soften your heart (َيِع

القلوب له تلين الذي الكالم ). For example, this ayah has everything summarized for you and you feel 

blessed and grateful to have it. Why are we being admonished? 

 ( َُرون َُّ  we are given this admonition in order to be reminded so :(.that you may take heed) (لََعََّّڪُۡم َتَذ

we take it. When you follow the instructions and guidelines of Allah (swt) then you will have 

happiness in your life. And when you follow the instructions then it shows gratitude because you’re 

appreciating the guidelines given to you. When you follow the instructions then you can never go 

wrong. For example, if you buy something and assemble it on your own, you will find it takes long 

and is difficult to do, but when you follow the instructions then you will reach and you will be 

productive. Similar to the bees, it might take time to do the work but look at the final result – the 

result is beautiful, it will be pure.  

Ayah 91 – ( َن َبۡعَد َتۡوِڪيدِ  ـٰ ۡم َوََل َتنقُُضوْا ٱۡۡلَۡيَم َهدتُّ ـٰ ِ إَِذا َع فِيلا َوأَۡوفُوْا بَِعۡهِد ٱَّللَّ َُ َ َعََّۡيڪُۡم 
َ َيۡعََُّم َما  َۚها َوَقۡد َجَعَُّۡتُم ٱَّللَّ

 إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ

 And fulfill the Covenant of Allâh when you have covenanted, and break not the oaths) (َتۡفَعَُّونَ 

after you have confirmed them, and indeed you have appointed Allâh your surety. Verily! 

Allâh knows what you do) 

 ( ۡم َهدتُّ ـٰ ِ إَِذا َع  when you :(,And fulfill the Covenant of Allâh when you have covenanted) (َوأَۡوفُوْا بَِعۡهِد ٱَّللَّ

make a promise to Allah (swt) or the people then you need to fulfill it. You need to magnify Allah 

(swt) when making a promise because you’re using His name. Here you find affirmation.  
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 (َن َبۡعَد َتۡوِڪيِدَها ـٰ  here you :(,and break not the oaths after you have confirmed them) (َوََل َتنقُُضوْا ٱۡۡلَۡيَم

find negation; don’t break your oath after making it. Recall hypocrites make promises only to break 

them; they don’t take it seriously.  

 ( ۚ  فِيلا َُ َ َعََّۡيڪُۡم 
 when you say ,’Wa :(.and indeed you have appointed Allâh your surety) (َوَقۡد َجَعَُّۡتُم ٱَّللَّ

Allah’, you’re using Allah’s name in your oath, so how can you break such a promise? Subhan Allah. 

When someone breaks his promise while using Allah’s name then it shows no respect or 

magnification of Allah (swt). The ones who are grateful follow Allah’s commands.  

 ( ََيۡعََُّم َما َتۡفَعَُّون َ
 Allah (swt) knows all that you did and if you :(Verily! Allâh knows what you do) (إِنَّ ٱَّللَّ

fulfilled it or not.  

May Allah (سبحانه وتعالى) help us follow the guidelines and grant us a good life. Ameen.  

 


